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OF THE 


DeBATEs and PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE | 
HOUSE H LORDS 
During the FIRST SESSION of the 


Fourteenth Parliament of Great. Britain. 


HIS feffion was opened by the King, with a ſpeech from 

the throne. The ſpeech being already printed in the 
debates of the Houſe of Commons of this ſeſſion, it is \unne- 
ceſſary to repeat it 

5 November 30, 17214. 

be preſented to his Majeſty, to retutn his Majeſty the thanks u 
of this Houſe for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. | 

To declare our abhorrence and deteſtation of thie daring ſpi- 
rit of reſiſtance and diſobedience to the laws, which ſo ſtrong- 
g prevails in the province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, and of 
the unwarrantable attempts in that and other provinces of 
America, to obſtruct, by unlawful combinations, the trade of 
this kingdom. | | 

To return his Majeſty our humble thanks for having been 
pleaſed to communicate to us, that he has taken ſuch mea» 
ſures, and given ſuch orders as his Majeſty hath judged moſt 
proper and effectual for the protection and ſecurity of the 
commerce of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and for carrying into ex- 
ecution the laws, which were paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of the 
— parliament, relative to the province of the Maſſachuſets 


Ay. | 
Fo expreſs our entire ſatisfaction in his M * firm and 
ſteadfaſt reſolution to continue to ſupport the upreme au- 
thority of the legiſlature over all the dominions of his crown, 
and to give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that we will 
Yor. II. B chearfully 
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chearfully co-operate in all ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be neceſ- 
fary to maintain the dignity, ſafety, and welfare of the Bri- 
tiſh empire. 7 
That as this nation cannot be unconcerned in the common 
intereſt of Europe, we have the greateſt ſatisfaction in being 
acquainted with the concluſion of the peace between Rutla 
and the Porte; that we confide in bis Majeſty's endeavours 
to prevent, as far as poſſible, the breaking out of freſh diſtur- 
bances ; and from the aſſurances given to his Majeſty by 
other powers, we have the pleaſing expectation that nothing 
is likely to intervene that may interrupt the preſent happy tran- 
quility in Europe. 3 
That it is no leſs our duty than our inclination to proceed 
with temper and unanimity in our deliberations and reſolu- 
tions, and to inculcate, by our example, a due reverence for 
the laws, and a juſt ſenſe of the exceilency of our conſtitu- 
tion; and impreſſed with the deepeſt gratitude for the many 
bleſſings we have enjoyed during the courſe of his Majeſty's 
reign, to teſtify with unaffected zeal at this conjuncture our 
mviolable fidelity to his Majeſty, and our ſerious attention to 
the public welfare. | | 
This motion was ſeconded by the Earl of Buckinghamſhire. 
The Duke of Richmond moved, That an amendment be 
by inferting, after the word throne, 
at 1 end of the firſt paragraph, theſe words: 


_ To deſire his 19 Would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
f 


direction for an early communication of the accounts which 
have been received concerning the ſtate of the colonics, that 
we may not proceed to the conſideration, of this moſt critical 
and important matter, but upon the fulleſt information ; and 
when we are thus informed, we ſhall, without. delay, apply 
ourſelves with the moſt earneſt and ſerious zeal, to ſuch mea- 
ures as ſhall tend to ſecure the honour of his Majeſty's crown, 
the true Gepicy of the mother country, and the harmony and 
happineſs of all his Majeſty's dominions. 
..: Which being objefted to, after ſome debate, the queſtion 
was put, Whether theſe words ſhall be inſerted in the faid 
tion? It was reſolved in the negative. Contents 13. 
Jon-Contents 63. ras 
 Diſſentient, *— 
+  Becauſe-we cannot agree to commit ourſelves with the care- 
Eh facility of a common addreſs of compliment, in expreſ- 
Bons, which may lead to meaſures in the event fatal to the 
3 anch liberties of a very great part of our fel- 
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We conceive that an addreſs upon ſuch objects as are be- 
fore us, and at ſuch a time as this, muſt neceflarily have a 
conſiderable influence upon our future proceedings; and muſt 
impreſs the public , with an idea of the general ſpirit of the 
meaſures which we mean to ſupport. 

Whatever methods we ſhall think it adviſeable to purſue, 
either in ſupport of the mere authority of parliament, which 
ſeems to be the ſole conſideration with ſome, or for reconciling 
that authority with the peace and ſatisfaction of the whole 
empire, which has ever been our conſtant and invariable ob- 
ject, it will certainly add to the weight and efficacy of our 
proceedings, if they appear the reſult of full information, 
mature deliberation, and temperate enquiry. 

No materials for ſuch an enquiry have been laid before 
us ; nor have any ſuch been ſo much as promiſed in the ſpeech 
— the throne, or even in any verbal aſſurance from mini- 

ers, 

In this ſituation we are called upon to make an addreſs, ar- 
bitrarily impoſing qualities and deſcriptions upon acts done 
in the colonies, of the true nature and juſt extent of which 
we are as yet in a great meaſure unapprized ; a procedure 
which appears to us by no means conſonant to that purity 
which we ought ever to preſerve in our judicial, and to that 
caution which ought to guide us in our deliberate capacity. 

2. Becauſe this addreſs does, in effect, imply an approba- 
tion of the ſyſtem adopted with regard to the colonies in the 
laſt parliament. This unfortunate ſyſtem, conceived with fo 
little prudence, and purſued with ſo little temper, conſiſtency, 
or foreſight, we were in hopes, would be at length abandan- 
ed, from an experience of the miſchiefs which it has produ- 
ced, in proportion to the time in which it was continued, 
and the diligence with which it has been purſued ; a ſyſtem 
which has created the utmoſt confuſion in the colonies, with - 
out any rational hope of advantage to the revenue, and with 
certain detriment to the commerce of the mother country. 


And it affords us a melancholy proſpect of the diſpoſition of 


Lords in the preſent parliament, when we ſee the Houſe, un- 
der the preſſure of ſo ſevere and uniform an experience, again 
ready, without any enquiry, to countenance, if not to adopt, 
the ſpirit of the former fatal proceedings. | 
But whatever may be the miſchievous deſigns, or the in- 
conſiderate temerity, which leads others to this 
courſe, we wiſh to be known as perſons who have ever diſ- 
approved of meaſures ſo pernicious in their paſt effects, and 
their future tendency, and 7 are got in haſte, without en- 
2 quiry 
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quiry or information, to commit ourſelves in declaration; 
which may precipitate our country into all the calamities of 
| ny + 


| Ricamonp, TorrINGToON, | 
* Pokrl ap, PonsonBr, | 
| Rockincran, Wyconzz, 
STAMFORD, CAMDEN. 
STANHOPE, 
| December 1. 
_ The Lords waited upon the King with their addreſs, to 
which hy 2 ny gave the following anſwer, 


I — ou for your affeQionate aſſurances of duty and 
loyalty. The zeal you expreſs for the ſupport of the ſupreme 
authority of the legiſlature, which I ſhall conſtantly maintain, 
is very agreeable to me ; and your reſolution to proceed with 
temperand unanimity in your deliberations, gives me the grea- 
teſt ſatisfaction, as it correſponds with the hearty concern [ 
ſhall ever have for the true intereſts of all my * 

© Adjoarntd to December 6. 

December 6. 

The Peers * thought proper to clear their Houſe on 
the 10th of December 17 2 [See the Commons Debates of 
that year, page 79 to 84, and 93 to 96] and not to ad- 
mit even members of the Houſe of Commons fince that time, 
except to deliver bills, and upon thoſe occaſions ordered them 
to withdraw immediately. The Commons in return [See the 
Commons Debates, above referred to] excluded the Peers from 
their Houſe ; and ſeveral inconveniencies having happened 
from this barſh treatment, 

_ Lord Lyttelton moved, to reſcind the order excluding the 
members of the Houſe of Commons; with a view to reſtore 

a friendly communication between the two Houſes. There 

was ſome. debate; the Houſe divided, for the motion 26, 


" 2 December 1 5. 


Lord Zyree- Lord "ER moved, that the order excluding members of 
1 the Houſe of Commons might be diſpenſed — 
* Duke of The Duke of Manchefter ſeconded the motion. His Grace 
Manchefer. ſaid, he particularly preſſed it at this time, as a point to be 
deſired even by miniſters, that the public might be informed of 
the grounds on which they proceed in regard to the meaſures to 
be purſued reſpecting America, who bole intereſts are ſo in- 
terwoven with thoſe of Great-Britain, that the attention of 
GEES 2 roumey cannot be too much * 
iQ 


4. 175. rene 4 
this truly important eriſis. His Grace added, that he wiſhed 
not only to admit the members of the Houſe of Commons, 
but the Scotch and Iriſh Peers, and ſuch other perſons as 
ſhall be introduced by a Peer; each Peer ta bring in one per- 
on. | 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the Lords, that he always 1, ce. 
looked upon himſelf as a ſervant of the Houſe, whoſe duty it cefter, 
was to ſee their orders enforced ; but that as it ſeemed to be 
the deſire of many to relax their ſtanding order in this point, 
he thought the civility due from one Lord to another ſhould 
induce the Houſe to come into the propoſal ; which was ac- 
cordingly agreed to without further debate. 
OS December 16. . 
Nothing material. Adjourned to December 19. No de- 


bates. 
| December 22. 
Adjourned to January 20, 1775. 

; January 20, 1775. RT 
This day the Earl of Dartmouth preſented to the Houſe co- 
pies of a great number of letters and papers from his Majeſ- 
ty's governors in America, Tarr of the ſame letters and 
papers were preſented to the Houſe of Commons, and'the rea- 
der will find them in page 31, &c. of the Proceedings and 
Debates of that Houſe ; with all the ſubſequent letters and 
+» "eg they were preſented from time to time, during the 
eſſion. | | 
The Earl of Chatham. His Lordſhip began with cenfur- Earl of 
ing an eight weeks delay of — theſe papers, (derb 
Rong that the papers might have been laid before the 

ouſe at the beginning of the ſeſſion] and the continuance 
of miniſters deluding this country, with miſrepreſentations , 
of the colonies, He ſhewed, that. the ſudden diflolution of 
parliament was upon that principle, of deceiving the people 
of England ; every borqugh in the kingdom labouring under 
the old deluſion. 
There were, he ſaid, two things which miniſtry laboured 
to deceive the people in, and had perſuaded them to; firſt, 
that it was an affair of Boſton only, and that the very appea- 
rance of one fingle regiment there, would quiet every thing. 
He had foretold the fal ſehood of both; was — 2 
with that country more, more years than perbaps any man; 
he knew the cauſe of Boſton would be made the cauſe of 
America; he knew the mode of the military would not be 
2 5 * 
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The manner of procevding againſt Boſton, was a proſeri 
tion of -a people, — 3 in any court, either 8 
the common courts of juſtice, or the higher, of parliament, in 
both of which, evidence of facts are ſtated in proof of cri. 
minality ; but the Americans were denied to be heard: the 
| — America condemned, and not heard, have a right to 
, iſt. 1 8 ' 


By whoſe advice vindictive councils were purſued ; by 
whote advice falſe repreſentations were made; by whoſe ad- 
vice malice and ill-will were made principles of governing a 
free people :—a]l theſe are queſtions that will be aſked ; he 
means no perſonal charge on any man farther than his miſ- 
doings call for. 

I bere ought to be ſome inſtant proceeding towards a ſet. 

tlement before the meeting of the delegates ; his object was 
toput his foot on the threſhold of peace, to ſhew an intention 
of reconciling ; he will, unleſs he is fixed to a ſick - bed, he 
will attend this buſineſs throughout, till he ſees America ob- 
Tain what he 'thinks ſatisfact ion for her injuries; ſtil] attentive 
that it ſhall own the ſupremacy of this country. | 

It would be his advice to his Majefty to end this quarrel, 
the ſooneſt poſſible; his repoſe was their duty; who by miſ- 
advice had planted the thorn in his fide, by a conteſt witi a 
people determined on their purpoſe, | 

- Wiſhes to offer himſelf, mean as he is—but he has a plan; 
a plan of a ſettlement; ſolid, honourable, and laſting. 

America means only to have ſafety in property; and per- 
ſonal liberty. Thoſe, and thoſe only were her object; inde- 
pendency was falſely charged on her. | | 

He diſclaims all metaphyſical diſtinctions, — 

The declaratory act leaves you a right to take their money 
when you pleaſe. : | 
He means to meddle with no man's opinion; and leaving 
all men to follow-the plan of their awn opinions of former 
2 his plan is to eſtabliſh for the American an 
unequivocal, expreſs right of not having his property taken 
from . * : 

Eight weeks delay admits no further heſitation, no not of 
a moment; the thing may be over; a drop of blood renders. 
it immadicabile vulnus. | 

Whether it can ever now be a true reconciliation, muſt be 
Swing to the full compenſation that America ſhall regeive. 
Repeal the mutual ill - will that ſubſiſts, for it is not the repeal 
of a little act of parliament that will work peace. Will the 
pepeal of a bit of parchment avail? Will, think you, — 

| million 
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millions of people in arms be ſatisfied by ſuch a repeal? It 
muſt be a repeal on a principle of juſtice, There muſt be no 
procraſtination z.you are to a moment now inſtantaneouſly: 
Every hour, that a beginning is not made towards ſoften- 
ing, towards healing! the very news of which might work 
wonders—endangers the fixed liberty of America, and t 
honour of the mother country. | ; 

The ſucceſs and permanent effect of the beſt meaſures 
may ariſe from mutual 8 | - 

His motion is part of a plan; and he begins with a proof 
of good- will. His motion is to addreſs the King to remove 
« the forces from the town of Boſton.” | 

His lordſhip was laviſh in his praiſe of the congreſs, as 
more wiſe. and more prudent than the meeting of ancient 
Greece, He mentioned Thucydides, with “your lordſhips 
have read Thucydides; he mentions nothing of ancient 
ſtory more honourable, more reſpectable, than this deſpiſed 
meeting. ' 

= is treated harſhly. He wiſhes we would 
imitate their temper ;—firm indeed, if you pleaſe - but that 
congreſs was conducted with temper and moderation. I wiſh 
our Houſe of Commons as freely and uncorruptly choſen. 

The proceedings from hence aroſe from ignorance of the 
circumſtances of that country, The idea of coercion 'by 
rr where they were not the natural reſource, was wanton 
and idle. Fe | 

Anger was your motive in all you did—** What! ſhall 
* America preſume to be free? don't hear them, chaſtiſe 
them.“ This was your language, ca/7:gat auditque—the 
ſevereſt judge, though he chaſtiſes, alſo hears the party. 

All the miſchief has ariſen from your anger; from your 
not adapting your means to your ends; troops and violence 
were ill means to anſwer the ends of peace. Me vio 

I underſtand government is not altogether ſatisfied with 
the commander o your troops; he has not been quick enough 
to ſhed blood; bis moderation is ridiculed; but I know 
that gentleman, an officer of long ſervice, has ated pru- 
dently ; it was want ef, wifdom to place an army there—I 
haye heard of armies of obſervation, but this is an army of 
Irritation. | -& 

In the civil war of Paris, where thoſe great men, the Prince 
of Condé, and Marſhal Turenne commanded the two par- 
ties—Marſhal Turenne was ſaid often to have been near the 
Frince.— The Queen was angry; ſhe did not ſee why, when 
he was ſo near the Prince, be ſhould not take him; ſhe was 
Yor. F offended, 
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offended, and with ſome anger aſked ? “ Duand von Hiez þ 
« pres, pourgiuei n auez-vous pas pris le Prince?” That great 

who knew his buſineſs, anſwered coolly, F'aveis 
„ peur, Madame, qu'il ne weut prit.D 

The miniſtry tell you, that the Americans will not abide 
by the congreſs ; they are tired of the aſſociation ;—true, 
many of the merchants may be—but it does not now depend 
on 4 merchants; nor do the accounts come even from the 
principal merchants ; but from the runders for miniſtry. But 
were the diſſatisfaction among the merchants ever ſo large, 
the account is no way conformable to the nature of America. 

The nation of America, who have the virtues of the people 
they ſprung from, will not be ſlaves. Their language is, If 
trade and flavery are companions, we quit the trade; let trade 
and ſſavery go where they will, they are not for us. 

Your anger repreſents them as refractory and 1 — 
in not ſubmitting to the parent they ſprung from; but they 
are in truth grown an acceſſion of ſtrength to this country; 

know their importance; they wiſh to continue their 
utility to you; but though they may be ſick of the aſſocia- 
tion, thoſe ſons of the earth will never be diſſuaded from their 
aſſociation. 5 : 
After the repeal of the ſtamp act, two years after, I was 


in the country an hundred miles off; a gentleman who knew 


the country, told me, that if regiments had landed at that 
time, and ſhips had been ſent to deſtroy the towns, they had 
come to a reſolution to retire back into the country.—lt is a 
ſact—a noble Lord ſmiles; if I were to mention the gentle- 
man's name, it would not increaſe his ſmile, | 

I wiſh the young gentlemen of our time would imitate 
thoſe Americans that are miſrepreſented to them; I wiſh they 
would imitate their frugality ; I wiſh they would imitate that 
liberty which the Americans love better than life; imitate 
that courage which a love of liberty produces. | 

One word more. I will ſend my plan, if the ſtate of 2 
miſerable conſtitution ſtretches me on a ſick- bed. It is to 
put an end to the quarrel, <* What before you know whe- 
<< ther they will come to terms?” Tes, let my expeQations 
de what they will, I ſhould recall the s; it partikes of 
a nullity to accept ſubmiſſion under the influence of arms. 

[ forete], ** theſe bills muſt be repealed; -I ſubmit to be 
called an ideot e men ready 
to arm, and talk of forcing them 5 

There may be dangerous men and dangerous councils, who 
would inſtil bad 


doctrines; adviſe the enſlaving of _— 
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: they mig ht not endanger the crown perhaps, bat they. las 
. render ir not worth the wearing. 
— The cauſe of America is allied to every true Wie! "Th 


w_ love 


Lin not bear the enſlaving America. Some Whi 
their fortunes better than their princ ; =o, ; but't 
5 ve 9 5 


will join; they will nat en e 
4 whole Triſh nation, all the true Engliſh Whigs, ths hot.” 
nation of America, theſe combined —— many' millions of 
'" Wl Whigs, averſe to the ſyſtem. ' France has her full attention 
upon you; war is at your door; carrying a queſtion here, 
will not * your country in ſuch extremities. 
4 This being the ſtate o things, my advice is, 8 | 
ic may beats; I would at the inffant begin, and do Weg 0 
towards allaying and ſoftening refentment. 
My motion, you fee, reſpects the arm ul Bag, and their dangerous 
| {WO fituation. Not to undervalue general who has Terved 
' W with credit, —he acts upon bo inſtruckions; if he has not 
„been alert enough to ſhed blood; 
on dimicare quam vincere maluit, 
„And he Boe well. The Americans too have acted with a 
pruden moderation, that had been worthy of our imita- 
tion, were we wiſe ;—to their moderation it is owing, that 
our troops have ſo Jong remained in fafety, 
Mal-adminiftration has run its line—it has not a move left 
—it is a check mate. 
Forty thouſand weit dre not adequate to the idea of ſub- 
duing them to your taxation, . Taxation exiſts only r 
ſentation; take them to your heart, who knows what their 
generoſity may effect 
I am not to be underſtood as meaning a naked, uncondi- 
tioned repeal; no, I would maimain the ſuperiority of this 
country at 1. events. . 
But you are anxious wha, ſhalt diſarm firſt, © That 344 
poet, and pettiaps a wiſer and grea gre reater politician than ever he 
was a poet, has given you wiſeft council, follow it, 
Tuque priar, tu farce ; genes * ducis e | 
Projice tela nanu. 

peas? man whq will own this Oden of force ay 
ic 

He then ju cenſured the folly of purſuing 4 ſyſtem mat 


was owned! to be impracticable. 


His Lordfhip's motion was, © ay ren 7 
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preſented to His Majeſty, moſt humbly to adviſe and be 
his N, „ that, in order to open the ways towards 


py ſettſement of the dangerous troubles in 
al a Arch, 2 ae 
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8 ning to allay ferments and ſoften animoſities there ; and 
SS I, for preventing in the mean time, any ſudden and 
fatal < he at Boſton, now ſuffering under the daily 

ritation of an army before their eyes, poſted in their town, 
it ma ee eaſe his Majeſty, that immediate orders 
may * iſpatched to general Gage for removing his Majeſty's 
forces from the town of Boſton, as ſoon as the rigour of the 
ſeaſon, and other circumſtances indiſpenſable to the ſafety 
and 3 of the ſaid troops may render the ſame 
practi e. Ede "FS 

Eu of Suf- The Earl of Suffplt. His Lordſhip condemned the con- 

en. duct of the Americans in the moſt determined and unreſer- 

ved terms. He complimented the noble Earl, who opened 
the debate, on his great abilities, but begged leave to pro- 
nounce him miſtaken, in almoſt every poſition he laid 
down ; and thought it extremely improper, conſidering the 

t Rate of America, to cauſe diviſions, and, by 
ſo doing, to weaken the force of the parent ſtate. He obſer- 


part of the nation; that happineſs, the ideas he eſpouſed h 
prevailed, by which means thoſe ſiniſter deſigns were preven- 
ted from taking effect; that he was happy to find his con- 
jectures right, and to perceive that thoke deſigns were de- 
feated ; and that an improper infſuence, originating whence 
it might, or in whateyer manner, made very little difference. 
As to the point of advice, in relation to coercive meaſures, 
he very frankly declared himſelf to be equally ftrenuous; for 
all conginting means having proyed ineffectual, he thought 
it high time for the mother country to exert her authority, 
or for ever relinquiſh it. If the taſk be difficult now, what 
muſt it be in a few years time ? Parliament muft be obey- 
en, or it muſt not; if it be obeyed, then who ſhall reſiſt its 
determinations ? If it be not, then we may as well at once 


| Rods every claim of authority over America. I ſhould 
en, to be preſent in this Houſe, and fit ſtill without free 
Jy declaring my ſentiments: I ſhould ſcorn to conjinue op 
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of his Majeſty's miniſters, and not adviſe coercive meaſures; 


when I was ſo firmly and fully convinced of their neceſſity; 
and I take a particular pride in avowing thoſe ſentiments ; 
and mean ſteadily to abide by them at all events. His Lord- 
ſhip then proceeded to comment on the proceedings of the 
congreſs, in relation to their diſapprobation of certain acts 
of parliament, particularly the four or five laſt adverted to at 
that meeting. He deferided them all, and contended, that 
the Boſton port bill, if the obſtinacy of the Boſtonians' had 
not prevented it, would have executed itſelf, as a ſatisfac- 
tion for the dommagement done to the Eaſt India Company, 
would have at once put the port of Boſton on its former 
footing, and have of courſe made an opening for a compleat 
reconciliation. He inſiſted ſtrongly that the mother country 
ſtiould never relax till America confeſſed her ſupremacy ; and 
that as ſoon as America had dutifully complied, ſhe would meet 
with every indulgence conſiſtent with the real intereſt of both 
countries; but that any conceſſion on our parts, till the right 
on which all our pretenfions were founded, was allowed, 
would be to the laſt degree impolitic, puſillanimous, and 


11 


abſurd, He ſuppoſed, he ſaid, that the noble Earl would be 


alone in his opinion, that this country had not the right to 


tax Ametica. The right implied, according to him, the ne- 
ceſſity of the exerciſe of it. He thought it a duty incum- 
bent on adminiſtration to purſue their object of ſubduing the 
refractory rebellious Americans; and avowed the miniſteral 
reſolution of enforcitig obedience by arms. 3 


The Lord Vycembe, (Earl of Shelburne). His Lordſhip Earl of 


began with renouncing all perſonal engagements whatever ; 
and ſolemnly declared, that he adopted the noble Earl's ſenti- 
ments, (the Earl of Chatham,) ſolely on account of their 
wiſdom, juſtice, and propriety, He fad, the ſpecious lan- 
guage of the ſupremacy of the Britiſh legiſlature, the inte- 
reſts of Great-Britain, of her authority over the colonies, 
&c. was artfully held out to delude and deceive both parlia- 
ment and people: it was intended to opetate on every degree 
of men: the very cobler is, he ſays, ſwelled up with his 


Shelburne, 


own importance, as being a party in a conteſt with thoſe on 


the other ſide, who are as artfully repreſented to be ready to 
throw off all obedience ; who are deſcribed to be traitors, 
vagabonds, and rebels, guilty of the 'moſt flagrant baſeneſs 
and ingratitude, But ſure, ſays his Lordſhip, there is 'not 
a noble lord within theſe walls, there is not a man without, 
who does not inſtantly perceive the notorious fallacy of ſuch 
a miſrepreſentation, No 9 be at a loſs to know, that 

| 2 | a ma- 


_- 


12 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775. 
a majority of both Houſes, however conſtituted, are the na- 
tion ; that that majority is led and directed by an admini- 
ſtration conſiſting of four or five perſons; and thoſe again, 
by one man, Let us, therefore, hear no more of the 

ple, the parliament, or Great- Britain; but conſider the iſ. 
ſue as ſimply depending between the parties thus deſcribed, 
between adminiſtration on one fide, and all America on the 
other. He then proceeded to animadvert with great ability 
on the ſeveral acts of the laſt ſeſſion reſpecting America; 
and contended without reſerve, that the Boſton port bill 
© . did not execute itſelf, nor was ever meant ſo to do; for 
ſuppoſing the dommagement to be repaired, and the inju- 
| ry ſuſtained by the Eaſt-India Company compenſated, what 
did the act ſay? Why, that when his Majeſty ſhould think 
that the Boſtonians had returned to their obedience, and 
peace and good government fully eſtabliſhed, his Majeſty 
might open the port on ſuch conditions as he thought pro- 
per; and appoint ſuch places for the landing and ſhipping 
of goods within the ſaid port and harbour as he pleaſed. 
Here he highly arraigned the unconſtitutional policy which 
dictated that part of the act, and wantonly lodge a power 
in the King and council, which parliament, if it regarded 
its own honour, ſhould have never parted with. He con- 
demned in general, the madneſs, injuſtice, and infatuation 
of coercing the Americans into a blind and ſervile ſubmiſ- 
fion ; and repeated, what had been received in the moſt lu- 
- , Gicrous manner, on a former occafion, that a tipſtaff would 
| execute the acts better than a military force conſiſting of a 

v 3 e on. = * 5 
; Lord y- The Lord Lyttelton ſet out with complimenting the noble 
en.  Farl, who hilt ſpoke in the debate, on bis pm.) political 
wiſdom, bis extenſive talents, and the fruits of both, the 
lorious ſucceſſes of the late war, which muſt deſervedly 
5 — kim with immortal laurels, He grounded his argu- 
ments chiefly on the legiſlative ſupremacy of the Britiſh par- 
Ijiament. He ridiculed the abſurd idea of an inactive right, 
when there Was the moſt apparent. and urgent neceſſity for 
72 ahng it. It would be a madneſs in the extreme, not 
jtech to aſſert, or for ever relinquiſh it, He could not, he 
ſaid, at all agree, with the noble Earl in his encomiums on 
the continental congreſs ; for ſo far from applauding their 


= wildom, &c. be contended, that the whole of their delibera- 
* tions and proceedings breathed the = of unconſtitutional 
- independency and open rebellion, His Lordſhip pointed to 


the particular language of ſome of theit reſolutions ; and 
5 | endeavoured 
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endeavoured to prove, that if Great-Britain ſhould give way 
on the preſent occaſion, from miſtaken motives of preſent 
advantages in trade, commerce, &c. ſuch a conceſhon would 
inevitably defeat its own object; for it was plain, that the na- 
vigation act, and all other regulatory acts, which formed the 
great baſis on which thoſe advantages reſted, and the true in- 
tereſts of both countries depended, would fall a victim to the 
intereſted and ambitious views of America. Now, there- 
fore, was the time to aſſert the authority of Great-Britain, 
for if we did not, he had not a ſingle doubt on 'his own 
mind, but every conceſſion on our fide would produce a 
new demand on theirs; and in the end, bring about that 
ſtate of traitorous independency, at which it was too plain 
they were now aiming. He lamented the diſgraceful miſe- 
rable ſtate of the troops under General Gage, daily crumb. 
ling away with ſickneſs and deſertion, deſtitute of covering 
= ſuſtenance, and, what was much worſe, their ſpirits 
broken and themſelves diſheartened with the inſolent taunts 
and repeated provocations of a rebellious ſurrounding rabble. 
He refleed ſeverely on the conduct of thoſe, that put him 
and kept him in ſo diſgraceful a ſituation. He ſaid, he ſhould 
be glad to know by what ſecret power or over-ruling influ- 
ence the wiſhes of parliament had been defeated. On the 
other hand, if it was from that gentleman's own fi ions 
he acted, he freely declared, that however prevalent it might 
be, from every ſide of the Houſe, to beſtow encomiums on 
him, he muſt continue to think his condu extremely re- 
prehenſible, and deſerving of cenſure. His Lordſhip dif 
claimed all perſonal connection with adminiſtration, He 
ſaid he ſupported them, becauſe he imagined and believed 
them to be right. 


The Lord Camden. His Lordſhip ſaid he would not enter Lord Cam- 


into the large field of diſcuſſion, or collateral reaſonin 


den. 
plicable to the abſtruſe and metaphyſical diſtinctions 4 


ry to the inveſtigation of the ' omnipotence of parliament; 
but this he would venture to aſſert, . that the natural right of 
mankind, and the immutable laws of juſtice, were clearly in 
favour of the Americans. He obſerved that great ſtreſs had 


been laid on the legiſlative ſupremacy of Great-Britain; and, 


as far as the doQtrine was directed to its proper objects, it 
was a juſt one; but it was no leſs true in fact, that conſo- 


nant to all the reaſonings of all the ſpeculative writers on go- 


vernment, that no man, either agreeable to the true princi- 
ples of natural or civil liberty, could be diyeſted of any part 
of his property without his own conſent, He pledged! _ 
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ſelf; at a proper time, to prove that the law of England did 
not give the right, claimed by parliament, to tax America, 
That no book or record expreſſed ſuch right; that he could 
not tell where to look for it; that he conſulted law and bi- 
ſtory, and his ſearch was equally fruitleſs in both. In what 


- King's reign, he aſked, could it be found? Was it in the 


old times, before our colonies exiſted; or when? He aid 
that in the time of Charles the Firſt, when that great conſti- 
tutional lawer Mr. Selden was preſſed to declare on what 
legal grounds reſiſtance was juſtifiable, he replied it was by 
the cuſtom of England, and that was part of the law of the 
land. And concluded by referring to the works of Judge 
Blackſtone, ' where avoiding to ſtate the rule, when reſiſtance 
is juſtifiable, he lays down the Revolution as the only prece- 
dent; but adds, though the various circumſtances and inci. 
dents, which oy juſtfy reſiſtance, cannot be exactly defi- 
ned, it is plain, the people at large, who poſſeſs the original 
rights neceſſary to their own happineſs and preſervation, have 
the ſame" right to recall it, whenever the power and authority, 
thus delegated by them, has been abuſed, and manifeſtly em- 
ployed to their own ruin and deſtruction. 5 

Tbe Earl of Chatham, in reply, obferved, that if the no- 
ble Lord near the table (Lord Lyttelton) who ſuggeſted, that 
the views of America were ultimately pointed to the defeat- 
ing the act of navigation, and the other regulatory acts, ſo 
wiſely framed and calculated for that reciprocity of intereſts, 
ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the grandeur and proſperity of the 
whole empire, was right, there was no perſon preſent, how- 
ever zealous, would be readier than himſelf, to reſiſt and 
craſh any attempt of that nature in the firſt inſtance ; bot. to 
come at any certain knowledge of their real ſentiments, it 
would be proper firſt to do them juſtice ; to treat them like 
ſubjects, before they were condemned as aliens, or traitors. 
He faid, he entirely acquieſced in the ſentiments of his noble 
friend (Lord Camden); that the preſent was not a ſubjed 
proper for nice, metaphyſical diſcuflion ; that property was 
a ſimple ſubject, diſtin and unconnected with the variouſly 
1 ideas in which other queſtions relative to policy 


\ 


were inevitably involved; that he ſtill remained, and ever 


ſhould continue of opinion, that the right which God, and 
nature, and the conſtitution, had given a Britiſh ſubject to 
his property, was invariably n without his ow 
conſent ; and that no power under Heaven could touch it 
without that conſent, either implied, or expreſsly and direct 
Iy given. He treated the idea of taxation, being e 
RY ul | : - 0  legilias 
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Jegiſlation, in the moſt ludicrous terms, He contended, that | 
were two operations in our conſtitution totally diſtinct 
and foreign to each other; that the latter plainly originated 
from the power veſted in the legiſlative great council, to con- 
troul, direct, and watch oyer the intereſts of the whole ſo- 
ciety, by way of regulation and coercion, for the common 
benefit, while the former was inſeparably connected with 
property, and muſt for ever ſuit itſelf to the true nature and 
diſpoſition of property in general. ao 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend defired ſeveral acts of his preſent Lord 
Majeſty might be read. He endeavoured to prove that ſome Townfhends 
of them, were nearly connected with the act of navigation 
paſſed in the reign of Charles the Second. The reſolutions 
of the American congreſs condemning thoſe acts, ſhews, he 
faid, that the views of America are not confined to the redreſs 
of grievances, real or imaginary, but are immediately direct- 
ed to the total oyerthrow of that great Palladium of the Bri- 
im commerpe, the act of navigation. The queſtion, he 
ſaid, was not now barely a queſtion of revenue; but whe- 
ther that great commercial ſyſtem, on which the ſtrength and 
proſperity of Great-Britain, and the mutual intereſts of both 
countries, vitally deperided, ſhould be deftroyed, in order to 
gratify the fqoliſhly ambitious temper of a turbulent ungrate- 
ful people, He contended ſtrongly, if conceſſions of that 
nature were to be made, reftriftions taken off, and trade al- 
lowed to flow, in what was called its natural channels, Tre- 
land, who helped to man our fleets and armies; who had 
contributed ſo generouſly and freely to the common ſupport ; 
who had fo chearfull aſſiſted in alleviating our burthens ; 
was much better itch | 8 


ed to it than America. | 

The Earl of Rochford was for firm and deciſive meiſures. Earl of 
To retreat, he ing „was to be vanquiſhed :. and condemned Rochford. 
thoſe who were for conceding at this critical juncture. The 
unity of the Britiſh empire ſhould, in his opinion, ſuperſede 
every inferior cpnſideration, becauſe on that its proſperity, 
ſtability and external grandeur immediately depended. He 
diſclaimed, in the name of the King's miniſters, all imputa- 
tions and infinuations thrown out by a noble Lord. He ſaid 
he believed the General was as little cenſurable as they were, 
and that it was next to impoſſible to decide on that gentſeman's 
conduct at ſo great a diſtance, and without knowing the mo- 
tives that led to it. | es 

Earl Gower. He well informed, that the language EH Ce- 
now held by the Armkricins, was the language' of the rabble 
and a fey factious leaders ; that the delegates at the con- 

13 | greſs, 


1 


4 
; pies were far from expreſſing the true ſenſe of the reſpecta. 
e 


" Marquis of The Marquis of Rockingham obſerved, that as miniſtry had 
Aulus. ayowed an intention of ſending out more troops to Boſton, 
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| of their conftituents ; that in many places they were 
choſen by a kind of force, in which the people of conſequenee 
were afraid, unprotected as they were, to interpoſe ; and 
where it was otherwiſe, they were borne down by faction in 
ſome inſtances, and perverted by the moſt falſe miſrepreſen- 
tations in others ; that taking it in either light, the meaſures 
proper to be purſued by Great Britain were plain, and did 
not admit of the leaſt controverſy ; for either, ſays his Lord. 
ſhip, they are diſpoſed as I have now repreſented, or they are 
not: if they are, they deſerve our utmoſt protection; if 
they are not, we ſhould exert and ſtrain every nerve to make 

them ſubmit. I have all along been of that opinion. 1 
now avow it ; and be the event what it may, I never mean to 
{hrink or evade the conſequences of an advice which I am 
proud to own. _ 


and as that was a meaſure totally repugnant to his plan of 
reconciliation, he was glad of an oportunity of reſiſting that 
miſchievous and dangerous deſign of governing the colonies 
by force, He ſaid that the troops which had ſo idly been ſent 
thither, were by their inſtructions left in fodiſgraceful a ſtate, 
that be wiſhed them recalled with the moſt poſſible diſpatch ; 
and conſequently he muſt be averſe to the deſigns adminiftra- 
tion entertained, of further expoſing our troops to ſhame and 
diſgrace; and of courſe he joined the motion for the, recall of 
the troops, He expreſſed pretty Rrongly his adherence to his 
old opinion of the propriety of the declaratory act, which he 
feemed to conſider as n to the dominion of this coun- 
try, and no way hurtful to the freedom of America; but he 
reſerved himſelf to. a more proper ſeaſon. for debating that 
principle, only inſiſting that the congreſs had expreſſed no 
diſſatisfaction with the declaratory act; and he thought it 
needleſs to give them more than they deſired. 
The Duke of Richmond ſupported Lord Chatham's mo- 
tion with firmneſs, and anſwered his adverſaries with 
ac and preciſion. He contraſted very hap iy Os 
Rubborneſs of miniftry in refuſing to have the leaſt feeling 
for the miſeries and complaints of Britiſh ſubjects, while they 
were all awake and full of attention. to the moſt arrogant 
expectations of foreign powers; and then mentioned the fact 
| Rated by Count de Guines in his Memorial, that the Engliſh 
miniſtry, in the queſtion of the Falkland Iſlands, had agreed 
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a- The Earl of Rechford declared, that upon his honour and Earl of 
re WE conſcience, he believed Count de Guines innocent of the in- Rechfarde 
ee BY famous charge laid againſt him; that as to diſarming firſt, the 
nd Count was miſtaken ; for that long before he [Lord Roch- 
in ford] had made the propoſal of diſarming, he had received a let- 
n- ter from Lord Harcourt, informing him, that the French had 
es Wi began to diſarm ; that the propoſal he made about difarming, 
id i was to do it reciprocally, at a given time; that the object of 
d. te armament being at an end, form was not neceſſary as to 
re ¶ the period of diſarming, and more eſpecially, as from all his 
if Wadvices from the King's miniſters abroad, both the French 
ke Wand Spaniards had firſt began to diſarm. 
[ Here ſome altercation enſued between his Grace and the noble 
to Earl, ufon the ſenſe in which that paſſage of the Memorial ſhould 
me taken. The Memorial at length is printed in this work ; and 
the reader may find the paſſage alluded to in pages 44 and 45 of 
al he Memorial. ] 
n, Lord Viſcount Meymouth, oppoſed the motion; was for Lord Viſci 
of ¶ ending troops to America: but held himſelf diſengaged from u 
at Nco- operating with adminiſtration, till he was fully acquainted 
es with the whole train of meaſures they propoſed to adopt, di- 
geſted into one perfect ſyſtem ; adding, that in his preſent 
ſtate of mind, and want of proper knowledge, he did not 
know if he ſhould even be for augmenting the preſent military 
force under General Gage. 


1d This debate laſted till eight o'clock, when the houſe di- 

of Wvided ; 18 contents, and 68 non-contents. | 

is The minority were, | 

ie Dukes of Cumberland Earls Stanhope \ 

1 Richmond | Spencer 

1e Portland Chatham 

at | Marſchefter Biſhop of Exeter 

0 Marquis of Rockingham Lords Camden 

it Earls Thanet Wycombe 
Abingdon Pon ſonby 
Fitzwilliam Sondes 
Tankerville Groſvenor. 

February 1. 


The Earl of Chatham. His Lordſhip began with remind- Earl of 
ng the Houſe, that the laſt day he had the honour of im- Chathome 
parting his ſentiments to them, he had informed them, that 

vith their indulgence he would ſubmit certain propoſitions 

o their conſideration, as a baſis for averting the dangers 

hich now threatened the Britiſh empire; and that in per- 
ormance of his promiſe, he had ſketched the outlines of a bill, 

| _ .- hoped would meet = the approbation of every ſide 
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of the Houſe. He proceeded to ſtate the urgent neceſſity of 


dill of conceſſion, it was impoſſible but to confeſs at the ſame 
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ſuch a plan, as, perhaps, a period of a few hours might ſor 
ever defeat the poſſibility of any ſuch conciliatory interven- 
tion, He repreſented Great Britain and America as drawn 
up in martial array, waiting for the ſignal to engage in a con- 
teſt, in which it was little matter for whom viſto declared, 
as ruin and deſtruction muſt be the inevitable conſequence to 
both parties. He wiſhed, he ſaid, from a principle ef duty 
and affection, to act the part of a mediator. He ſaid, how- 
ever, that no regard for popularity, no predeliction for his 
country, not the high eſteem he entertained for America on 
one hand, nor the unalterable ſteady regard he entertained 
for the dignity of Great Britain on the other, ſhould at all in- 
fluence his conduct; for though he loved the Americans, as 
men: prizing and ſetting the juſt value on that ineſtimable 
bleſſing Liberty; yet if he could once bring himſelf to be per- 
ſuaded, that they entertained the moſt diſtant intentions of 
throwing off the legiſlative ſupremacy and great conſtitutional 
ſuperintending power and controul of the Britiſh legiſlature, 
he ſhould be the very perſon himſelf, who would be the firſt 
and moſt zealous mover for ſecuring and enforcing that power 
by every poſſible exertion this country was capable of making. 
e recurred to his former arguments, on the great conſtitu- 
tional queſtion of taxation and repreſentation ; inſiſted they 
were inſeparable, and planted ſo deeply in the vital principles 
of the conſtitution, as never to be torn up, without 3 
and pulling aſunder every band of legal government and g 
faith. which formed the cement that united its ſeveral conſti- 
tuent parts together. He entreated the aſſiſtance of the Houſe 
to digeſt the crude materials which he preſumed to now lay 
before it, and bring it and reduce it to that form, which was 
ſuited to the dignity and the importance of the ſubject, and 
tothe great ends to which it was ultimately directed. He cal- 
led on them to exerciſe their candour on the preſent occaſion, 
and deprecated the effects of party or prejudice, of factious 
ſpleen, or a blind predilection. He avowed himſelf to be ac- 
tuated by no narrow principle, or perſonal conſideration what- 
ever; for though the preſent bill might be looked upon as 4 
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time, that it was a bill of aſſertion, ' 

The following is an authentic copy of the propoſed bill. 

% A proviſional act for fettling the troubles in America, 
and for aſſerting the ſupreme legiſlative authority and ſu- 
perintending power of Great Britain over the colonies. 

„ Whereas, by an Act 6 Geo. III. it is declared, that 
Parliament has full power and authority to make wy - 
| * 
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ever. And- whereas reiterated complaints and moſt d —_ 
diſorders have grown, touching the right of taxation efaimed 
and exerciſed over America; to the diſturbance of peace and 


intercourſe from Great Britain and Ireland to the colonies ; 
deeply affecting the navigation, trade and manufaQtures of this 


tion of all exports from the ſaid colonies to Great Britain, Ire- 


tion of theſe ruinous miſchiefs, and in order to an equitable, 
honorable and laſting ſettlement of claims not ſufficiently aſcer- 
tained and circumſcribed, May it pleaſe your moſt excellent 
Majeſty, that it may be 8 and be it declared, by the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in this 


that the colonies of America have been, are, and of right ought 
to be, dependent upon the imperial crown of Great Britain, and 
ſubordinate unto the Britiſh Parliament ; and that the King's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, had, hath, and of right ought to have, full 
power'and authority to make laws and ſtatutes of ſufficient 
force and validity to bind the people of the Britiſh colonies 
in America, in all matters rouching the general weal of the 
whole dominion of the imperial crown of Great Britain, and 
1 the competency of the local repreſentative of a diſtinct 
colony; and moſt eſpecially an .indubitable and indiſpenſible 
right to make and ordain * for 2 navigation and 
trade throughout the complicated ſyſtem of Britiſn com- 


uardian navy of the whole Britiſh empire: and that all ſub- 
jects in the colonies are bound in duty and allegiance duly to 
cm and obey (and they are hereby required ſo to do) 
the ſupreme legiſlative authority and ſuperintending power of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, as aforeſaid, And whereas, 
in a petition from America to his Majeſty, it has been repre- 
ſented, that the keeping a ſtanding army within any of the 
colonies, in time of peace, without conſent of the teſpective 
rovincial aſſembly there, is againſt law : be it declared by the 
ing's moſt excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, that the declaration of right, 
at the ever. glorious „ namely, that the 4220 

< a 


ſtatutes to bind the people of the colonies, in all caſes whatſo- 


order there, and to the actual interruption of the due 


kingdom, and of Ireland, and announcing farther an interrup- 


land, and the Britiſh iſlands in America, Now for the preven- 


preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 


merce ; the deep policy of ſuch prudent acts upholding the 
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te and keeping a ſtanding army within the kingdom, in time 
© of peace, unleſs it * conſent of Parliament, is againſt 
& law,” having reference only to the conſent of the Parlia. 
ment of Great Britain, the legal, conſtitutional, and hi- 
therto unqueſtioned prerogative of the crown, to ſend an 
part of ſuch army, ſo lawfully kept, to any of the Britiſh do- 
minions and poſſeſſions, whether in America or elſewhere, 
as his Majeſty, in the due care of his ſubjects, may judge 
neceſſary for the ſecurity and protection of the ſame, can- 
not be rendered dependent upon the conſent of a pro. 
vincial aſſembly in the colonies, without a moſt dangerous 
innovation and derogation. from the dignity of the imperial 
crown of Great Britain, Nevertheleſs, in order to quiet and 
diſpeb groundleſs jealouſies and fears, be it hereby declared, 
that no military force, however raiſed and kept according to 
law, canever be lawfully employed to violate and deſtroy the 
juſt rights of the people. | 
46 , in order to remove for ever, all cauſes of 
icious diſcords, and in due contemplation of the vaſt 
increaſe of poſſeſſions. and population in the colonies ; and 
having at heart to render the condition of ſo great a body of 
induſtrious ſubjects there, more and more happy, by the ſa- 
credneſs of property, ahd of perſonal liberty ; and of more 
extenſive and laſting utility to the parent · kingdom, by in- 
diſſoluble ties of mutual affection, confidence, trade and reci- 
procal benefits; be it declared and enacted by the King's 
molt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled; and it is hereby declared and 
enacted, by. the 1 the ſame, that no tallage, tax, 
or other charge for his Majeſty's revenue, ſhall be command- 
ed orlevied from Britiſh freemen in America, without com- 
mon conſent, by act of provincial aſſembly there, duly con- 
vened for that purpoſe. And it is hereby further declared 
and enacted, by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual 
and temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that it ſhall 
and may be lawful for delegates from the reſpective provin- 
ces, lately aſſembled as Philadelphia, to meet in general con- 
greſs at the ſaid Philadelphia, on the ninth day of May next 
enſuing, in order then and there to take into conſideration 
making due recognition of the ſupreme legiſlative au- 
thority and ſuperintending power of Parliament over the co- 


ſonies, as aforeſaid, And moreover, may it pleaſe your 
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moſt excellent Majeſty, that the ſaid delegates to be in con- 


greſs aſſembled in manner aforeſaid, ,may be required, and 
the ſame are hereby required, by the King's Majeſty fitting 
in his Parliament, to take into conſideration, (over and above 
the uſual charge for ſupport of eivil government in the re- 
ſpective colonies) the making a free grant to the A his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, of a certain perpetual revenue, ſubject 
to the diſpoſition of the Britiſh: Parliament, to be by them 
appropriated, as they in their wiſdom ſhall judge fit, to the 
alleviation of the national debt: no doubt being had, but 
the juſt, free aid will be in ſuch honourable proportion, as 
may ſeem meet and becoming from great and flouriſhing co- 
Jonies towards a parent-country, labouring under the beavi- 
eſt burthens, (which in no inconſiderable part) have been wil- 
lingly taken upon ourſelyes and poſterity, for the defence, 
extenſion and proſperity of the colonies. 

And to this great end, be it farther hereby declared and 
enacted, that the general congreſs (to meet at Philadelphia A$ 
aforeſaid )ſhall be and is hereby authoriſed and impowered, (the 
delegates compoſing the ſame being firſt ſufficiently furniſhed 
with powers from their reſpective provinces for this purpoſe) 
to adjuſt and fix the mectidiand and quotas of the ſeveral 
charges to be borne by each province reſpectively, towards 
the general contributory ſupply; and this in ſuch fair 
and equitable meaſure ag may beſt. ſuit the abilities and 
due convenience of all. Provided always, that the pow- 
ers for fixing the ſajd quotas, bereby given to the delegates 
from the old provinces compoſing the congreſs, ſhall not ex- 
tend to the new provinces of Eaſt and Weſt Florida, Geor- 
gia, Nova Scotia, St. John's and Canada; the cireumſtan- 
ces and abilities of the ſaid provinces being reſerved for the 
wiſdom of Parliament in their due time. And in order to 
afford neceflary time for mature deliberatian in America, be 
it hereby declared, that the proviſions for aſcertaining and 
fixing the exerciſe of the right of taxation in the colonies, 
as agreed and exprefled by this preſent act, ſhall. not be in 
force, or have any operation, until the delegates to be in 
congreſs aſſembled, ſufficiently authoriſed and empowered by 
their reſpective provinces to this end, ſhall, as an indiſpen- 
ſible condition, have duly recognized the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive authority and ſuperintending power of the Parliament of 
Great-Britain over the colonies, as aforefaid. Always un- 
derſtood, that a free grant of an aid as here- before required 
and expected from the colonies, is not to be conſidered as a 
condition of redreſs : but as a juſt teſtimony of their affec- 
on. And whereas divers acts of Parliament have been hum- 
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jeſty from America, 
to have been found grievous, in whole or in part, to the ſub- 
jects of the colonies, be it hereby declared, by the King's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in this 
preſent; Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, that the powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty 
courts in America, ſhall be reſtrained within their ancient 
limits, and the trial by jury, in all civil caſes, where the 
ſame may have been aboliſhed, reftored ; and that no ſubject 
in America ſhall, in capital caſes, be liable to be indicted and 
tried for the ſame, in any place out of the province, where- 
in ſuch offence ſhall be alledged to have been committed ; 
nor be deprived of a trial of his peers of the vicinage : nor 
ſhall it be lawful to ſend perſons indicted for murder, in any 
province of America, to another colony, or to Great-Bri- 
tain, for trial. And it is hereby declared and enacted, by the 
authority aforeſaid, that al] and every the ſame acts, or ſa 
much thereof as are repreſented to have been found grievous, 
namely, the ſeveral acts of the 4 Geo. III. ch. 15, and ch. 
34; 5 Geo. III. ch. 25; 6Geo. III. ch. 52; 7 Geo. III. 
ch. 41, and ch. 46; 8 Geo. III. ch. 22 12 Geo. III. ch. 
24 ; with the three acts, for ſtopping the port and blocking 
up the harbour of Boſton, for altering the charter and govern- 
ment of Maſſachuſets Bay, and that entitled, An act for 
= — better — —— of panes, Sql 22 N. 

i government uebec, and the act, paſſed 
in the ſame ſeſſion, relating to — of ſoldiers, ena 
be, and are hereby ſuf „ and not to have effect or exe- 
cution, from the date of this at. And be it moreover here- 
by declared and enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that all 
and every the before-recited acts, or, the parts thereof com- 
plained of, ſhall be, and are, in virtue of this preſent act, 
finally — — from the day that = due re- 
cognition of the ſu iflative authority and ſuperin- 
tending power of Parliament over the — ſhall have 
been made on the of the ſaid colonies. 

„ And for the ſecuring due and impartial admini- 
ſtration of juſtice in the colonies, be it declared and enacted, 
by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, that his Majeſty's 
Judges in courts of Jaw in the colonies in America, to be ap- 
pointed with ſalaries by the crown, ſhall hold their offices and 
ſalaries as his Majeſty's judges in England, quam diu ſe bent 

| | geſſerini 


repreſented in a petition to his Maj 
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gelſerint. And it is hereby farther declared, by the authority 
aforeſaid, that the colonies in America are juſtly entitled to 
the priveleges, franchiſes and immunities granted by the ſe- 
vera] charters or conſtitutions, and that the ſaid charters or 
conſtitutions ought not to be invaded or reſumed, unleſs for 
miſuſer, or ſome legal ground of forfeiture. So ſhall true 
reconcilement avert impending calamities, and this moſt ſo- 
lemn national accord between Great-Britain and her cglonies, 
ſtand an everlaſting monument of clemency and magnanimity 
in the benignant Father of his People; of wiſdom and mo- 
deration in this t nation, famed for humanity as for va- 
jour; and of fidelity and grateful affection from brave and 
loyal colonies to their parent-kingdom, which will ever pro- 
tet and cheriſh them.“ 


The Earl of Dartmouth obſerved, that the bill took in ſuch Earl of 


a variety of matter, it was impoſſible for him to pronounce 
any certain opinion concerning its propriety ; and as the no- 
ble Earl who preſented it did not ſeem willing to preſs the 
Houſe to any immediate deciſion, but . rather deſi- 
rous that it ſhould be maturely and fully conſidered, he ſup- 
poſed it would be quite agreeable to him, that the bill ſhould 
lie on the table cl the papers referred by his Majeſty were 
firſt taken into conſideration ; if ſo, he had no objection to 
the bill being received on thoſe terms. 


The Earl of Sandwich roſe, and inſtantly changed this ap- Earl of 
pearanee of conceſſion on the part of adminiſtration : he inſiſt. Sandwich, 


ed that to concede was at once to give up the point ; that he 
was well aſſured America had already formed the moſt traiter. 
ous and hoſtile intentions ; that the laſt diſpatches brought 
over an account, that they had already attacked and taken 
one of the King's forts, and had ſeized the King's ſtores and 
amunition to employ them againſt him, which, if any thing 
could be deemed rebellion, it was plain this was. He highly 
condemned the mode of bringing this bill forward, and ey 
circumſtance attending it; and obſerved, with no ſmall degree 
of warmth, that it was no leſs unparliamentary than unpre- 
cedented. He faid it was impoſſible, on ſo ſhort a notice, to 
determine on a matter of ſuch ſingular importance, ſo exten- 
five in its objects, and ſo novel in its introduction. As to 
the ſtale pretenſion of preſerving our commercial intereſts, 
that device could impoſe on none but thoſe who were wil- 
fully blind, and who were reſolved to contradict the plaineſt 
evidence of facts, and ſhut their eyes againſt reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe ; for it was clear the Americans were not diſputing 
about words, but realities, it was to free themſelves from the 
| ieſtrictions 


4; 


1 The Lord. Lyrtelton ſet out with the higheſt encomiums on 


tive ſor their preſent obedience; it was not the tea they really 


the King, he muſt ſtill continue to think it was extremely 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 75. 
reſtrictions laid on their commerce, that was the principal mo- 


objected, for if they could procure it from any other place 
but Britain, they would be well pleaſed, of which he had the 
moſt undeniable proof in his pocket, in authentic Jetters in- 
forming him, that there were ſhips now lading at Amſterdam, 
Port L*Orient, and Havre de Grace, with various ſorts of 
Eaft-India and European commodities, intended for certain 
parts of the continent of North America. His lordſhip therefore 
moved, That the bill ſhould be rejected in the firſt inſtance. 


the Baan abilities and high political knowledge of the noble 
Earl who framed the bill. He ſaid his knowledge was as ex- 
tenſive as his intentions were good and great; that in the 
moſt trying ſituations, when the nation was reduced nearly 
to deſperation and deſpair, he ſtood forth alone, on the great 
dangerous ocean of politics, and reſcued the nation from the 
impending ruin which was ſuſpended over its head. For 
theſe reaſons, as well as the particular merit of the propoſition 
now made, he thought both the mover and the matter de- 
ſerved a more favourable reception. He ſaid though he could 
not' probably agree with the noble Earl in many of his ideas, 
particularly relative to the repeal of the Quebec bill, which 
was included in thoſe mentioned in the petition of rights to 


improper to at once reject and put a negative on a propoſi- 
tion, which carried on the face of it a plan of reconciliation ; 
and made an opening for changing negotiation for the ſword, 
He avowed his former ſentiments reſpecting the ſupremacy of 
the Britifh Parliament; but would gladly enjoy all the ſub- 
ſtantial fruits of that ſupremacy, in the way of obedience 
and ſubmiſſion, in preference to wreſting them by force and 
violence. His Lordſhip then proceeded to animadvert on the 
conduct of adminiſtration, on their manifeſt miſconduct re- 
ſpecting the inſufficiency of the force ſent to Boſton ; but 
called to order by the Earl of Sandwich ; who was al- 
ſo called to order, by the Duke of Richmond, His Grace 
inſiſted, Lord Lyttelton ought not to have been interrupted, 
Lord Lyttelton concluded with a ſimile drawn from the Ro- 
man hiſtory, where a General in the time of —— be- 
ing ſent with a force againſt the Germans, not adequate to 
the ſervice, the General with all his army were unhappily 
cut off. When Auguſtus heard of it, his obſervation was, 
that ſuch a force ſhould have been ſent as would have enſured 
ſuccels, | 
The 


ead by the clerk. He was extremely animated, and 
inted; in the ſtrongeſt colours, the probable tonſequences 
puſhing matters to extremities. A ruined commerce, 
arving manufacturers, encreaſed taxes, heavy poor- rates, 
ats fallen, an exhauſted  exchequer, and a diminiſhed re- 
enue, were ſome of the firſt effects he predicted, that would 
evitably follow from adopting the nieaſures of admini- 
ration, His Lordſhip proceeded to take notice of ano- 
er matter which had been hithetto overlooked, but. which 
eſerved the moſt ſerious conſideration. It was well known, 
ſaid, the vaſt ſupplies of bread corn a into this 
ingdom from America, would now of courſe be ſtopped ; 
d that again would add to all our other accumulated miſ- 
yrtunes, riots and tumults of the moſt alarming and dan- 
rous nature. People muſt eat, and it would be impoſſible 
d reconcile them to meaſures which would at once cut them 
F from procuring the neceſſaries of life, unleſs at a moſt ex- 
bitant and advanced price, and the means of purchaſin 
em almoſt at any price. He veritured, he ſaid, to ſpeak. 
ith the more confidence of what might be juſtly — 1 
dis occaſion, becauſe; when only one part of the caſe exiſ- 
d, a ſcarcity of grain in the year 1766, when he had the 
onour of acting as one of his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate, 
well remembered the dreadful alarms that were ſpread on 
count of the riſings and tumultuous meetings in almoſt. 
ery part of the kingdom. One day an expreſs artived 
om Norwich, another from the inland counties, to which 
oops were ſent to quell the rioters ; the next day, one from 
puthampton and the weſtern counties, arid a Gorch from 
heſter and the North. I would have theſe things materi- 
ly conſidered and weighed, ſays his, Lordſhip. All the 


t oops now in Great-Britain and Ireland would ſcarcely ſuf- 
. e to put the propoſed meaſures in execution. Think then 
: time; Ireland naked and defenceleſs; England in an up- 


from one end to the other for want of bread, arid deſti- 
ite of employment. Beſides all this, is there, then; 4 noble 
ord in adminiſtration who will riſe and tell me; that he ſeri- 
ly thinks, the powers of Europe, particularly thoſe whoſe 
pmmercial inte and naval power claſti with ours, will 
totally unconcerned, and ſlip fo favourable an opportunity 
humbling that power, and hurting thoſe intereſts? I can 
dt believe there is: Perhaps adminiſtration truſts to the aſſu- 
aces of their jnyeterate enemies and falſe friends; if they 
„ all I will add is, that I * pity them; Thi 


Vol, II, 
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The Lord Wycombe, (Earl of Shelburne) diſclaimed the k of 
aſt knowledge of the. contents of the bill till it was Shelburne » 
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"Duke of The Duke of Grafton complained ſeverely of the ver 

| *Graftm. unparliamentary manner the noble Earl had hurried: the bill 

A into the Houſe : he ſaid, he had the honour of fitting there 

longer than the noble Earl, and within his knowledge or re- 

' collection he could ſafely affirm, he never remembered ano. 

| ther inſtance of the kind. For his part, he was aſtoniſhed 

how any matter ſo important in its nature, ſo extenſive in its 

conſequences, and directed to ſuch a variety of objects, each 

of them worthy of a ſeparate conſideration, could be thus 

brought forward together, and in ſuch a manner, In bis 

| opinion the matter ſhould have been laid before the Houſe, 

-. in ſeparate proportions, each of which ſhould be ſingly diſcuſ- 

ſed, as leading to one great comprehenſive ſyſtem. His own 

opinion reſpecting the general queſtion, was, he ſaid, per- 

© haps cifferent from that entertained by either party. When 

the day arrived, and that it came before the ' Houſe regularly, 

and in a proper mode, he ſhould declare it freely and — 

without reſerve or predilection for the ſentiments of any et 

of men; but when he conſidered the manner of introducing 

it, and the immenſe maſs of matter it contained, however 

highly he might eſtimate the talents of the noble framer, or 

great a perſonal regard he might entertain for him, he muſt 

agree with the noble Earl who moved the amendment, and 
conſequently be for rejecting the bill in the firſt inftance. 

'" EarlGricer, Earl Gower roſe in a great heat, and condemned the bill 

2 in the warmeſt terms. He contended, that it fell in with the 

ideas of America in almoſt every particular, and held out 

no one ſecurity; that although we ſhould be bafe and daſ- 

tardly enough to betray the rights of the Parliament of Great- 

Britain, that America would agree to fuch parts of it as the 

noble Lord ſeemed to point out as matters of ſubmiſſion of 

conceſſion; but above all, it not only -ſanRifies the traite- 

rous proceeding of the congreſs already held, but further le- 

galizes it, by ordaining that another fhal! be held on the off 

of May next. He then endeavoured to prove that ſuſpending 

the acts mentioned in the bill, would be toevery ſubſtantialpur- 

poſe an actual repeal: He defended thoſe acts one after another; 

and inſiſted, that the act of navigation would be of no avail 

would be no more than a dead letter, if the laws for eftabliſh- 

ing the admiralty courts were repealed ; for to talk of law 

for reſtricting and regulating their commerce, without the 

\ means for enforcing and executing them, was a mere moc- 

kery of reaſon common ſenſe. He next launched ini 

; great encomiums on the Quebec bill; ſpoke much of its l. 

1 nity, moderation, juſtice and policy; ſaid it was a my 
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no leſs founded in wiſdom and juſtice, than its apparent po- 
licy, conſidering the rebellious temper of the colonies, was 
properly directed. He repeated what he had advanced on a 
former occaſion, that thoſe of the beſt characters and great- 
eſt property throughout the colonies, were well inclined to 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to the mother country, that all they 
wanted to manifeſt their zeal and attachment was to be pro- 


tected; that were it otherwiſe, Great-Britain was called up- 
on by every tie of intereſt, every motive of dignity, and eve- 
ry principle of good government, to aſſert its legiſlative ſu- 


premacy entire and undiminiſhed. He avowed his adviſing 

eyery meaſure hitherto taken againſt them, ſaid. he did not 

mean to ſcreen himſelf from any conſequence whatever, but 

was prepared for the worſt, and ready to face the block in ſuch 
a cauſe, He obſerved that the noble Earl whoframed the bil}, 
ſeemed to entertain the higheſt opinion of the proweſs of the 
Americans, and to lament greatly the cruelty and injuftice of 
ſending a military force againſt them; yet he remembered the 

time the noble Earl entertained very different ſentiments on an 

occaſion of infinitely leſs provocation, when he adviſed their ports 

to be filled with ſhipsof war, and their towns with ſoldiers ; 

adding, that an Enſign, with a few regiments, would reduce 
them to inſtant obedience, | 


27 


Here he was interrupted by the Earl of Chatham, who Earl of 


called on him to name the time and place. Earl Gower Ch«thon. | 


was proceeding, but was again called on to ſpecify the 


time and place; on which he ſaid, it was in a debate in the 


other Houſe, The Earl of Chatham condemned ſuch a pro- 
cedure in very ſevere terms, ſaid it was not decent or parlia- 
mentary, to mention words ſpoken out of the Houſe; or if 
it were, to advert to ſome particular expreflions, which could 
not be underſtood without referring them to the other parts 
of the ſpeech; and in fact, that the noble Earl was miſtaken, : 
for no ſuch expreſſions had ever fallen from him, as he knew 
too well, by his acquaintance with the force employed du- 
ring the late war in America, which was not leſs than 40, 000 
men, that an Enſign with a few regiments, could not reduce 

Britiſh America, when the part poſſeſſed by France of that 

continent, which was not a third of the former, employed ſo 

great a force for full five years, under the command of one 
of the ableſt Generals in Europe (Sir Jeffery Amherſt.) - + 


_—_ 


This altercation being finiſhed, Earl Gower, declared in the Earl Ce 


moſt unceſerved terms, for reducing the Americans to ſubmiſ- 
hon, gave his hearty concurrence to the Earl of Sandwich's 
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-The Lord Camden argued the matter generally, and chal 
It adminiſtration to à full diſcuſſion of every ſeparate pro- 
ition. He could anſwer for himſelf, he dared ſay he could 
anfwer for every noble lord on the fame fide, that they ne- 
ver meant to confider ſo as to decide on the ſubject matter in 
this ſtage of the buſineſs. It was not he was certain ever 
intended. I am not, ſays his Lordſhip, by any means pre- 
pared to ſpeak fully to any one material part of it;; but if, 
as-is always uſual on ſuch occafions, they are determined to 
confider it and to enter into 'a candid examination, I here 
pledge myſelf to prove every leading propoſtion on which 
the bill reſts, particularly the main one, which in a great 
meafure includes all the reſt, the reſcinding the ' declaratory 
law affecting, that the Britiſh Parliament can bind the colo- 
njes in all cafes whatſoever, On that ground I am ready to 
meet my antagoniſts ; and if that argument falls, they muſt, 
it is evident, give way. I will maintain the negative on the 
great principles of the Jaw and the conſtitution, and prove, 
that in no one ſtage of the conſtitution, were taxation! and re- 
preſentation ever ſeparated; and that even in caſe of the 
county Palatines, the very arguments deduced from the ex- 
erciſe of taxing, them before they were repreſented, will in- 
controvertible 11 that legiſlation and taxation are 
neither coextenſive nor coequal. — 


| The Earl of Chathom replied to the ſeveral objections which 


fell from the members of adminiſtration : he defcanted with 
equal humour and ſeyerity upon the yery extraordinary logic 
employed by the noble Duke, his guendam colleague in office, 
and very humble ſervant. The noble Duke, fays his Lord- 
ſhip is extremely angry with me, that I did not previcuſſy 
conſult him on the bringing in the preſent bill: I would aſk 
the noble Duke, does he conſult me? or do I deſire to be 
previouſly told of any motions or meaſures he thinks fit to 
propoſe to this Houſe? His Grace ſeems to be much of- 


tain he could not be ſerious, if he gave himſelf a minute to 
conſider how the cafe really ſtands. Here we ate told that 
America is in a ſtate of actual rebeilion, and we are now 
to the 1 of February, and no one flep is taken to cruſmi thi 
ſuppoſed rebellion: Yet; ſuch being the cafe, I am charged 
with hurrying matters; but whether my conduct may be 
more juſtly charged with hurrying this buſineſs into, or his 
Grace with hurrying it out of the Houſe, I believe 'requires 
no great depth of penetration to diſcover. As to the other 
al objections, I 2 it will be recollected, that the 


I 
+ day I ſubmitted the propoſition about withdrawing the 
Jt day ** an” 


fended at the manner this bill has been hurried” I am cer- 
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troops, I then gave notice that I would preſent, in a few days, 
4 plan of general reconciliation. —Efeyen days | have firice 
lapſed, > nothing has been offered by the King's ſervants. 
Under ſuch 2 of emetgency on one fide, when 
perhaps 2 fin termine the fate of this great em- 
pire; and ſuch a _ ul negligence, total inattention, and 
Lane bf ability on the other, what was fo be done ? No 
other alternative, in my opinion, remained, but either to 
abandon the intereſty of my country, and relinguifn my du- 
ty, or to propoſe ſome plan, when mĩnĩſtry, by their r m 
and filence, owned themfeves incapable of 
But even now let them ſpeak out, — tell me, that 0 ban 's 
x plant to lay before — — 1 will 1 aft exam 


indour are by no means tl 
| ihdrawing the preſent bill. The mdecent es eB to As 
this meaſure in embrio may promife conf —_—_ the ve 
yeverſe of whit I am * will be the cafe. The frien 
pf the preſent amendment may flatter thetnfelves, that che 
ontents of the billy wilt fink itrto ſilence, and be forgotten, 
jet 1 beleretpey wür fnd che contrary. © This bill, thoh gh 
jected here, will make its way to the public, to the mig," 
: the remoteſt wilds of America; it will, in fuch a courſe, 
ndergo a deal of cool obſervation and inveRigation ; and 
whatever its merits or demerits may be, it will rife or fall 
by them alone; it will, 1 truſt, remain a monument of my 
dor endeavours to ſerve my country; and, however faulty 
vr defeQtive; will at leaſt manifeft how zeafons I have been 
o avert thoſe impendiny ftormms which ſeem ready to burſt on 
t; and forever overwhettr it im rain. Vet, when I confider 
he whole caſe as it lies before me, I am not much aftonithed ; 


+ - 
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oſe that prize it ; or that thoſe who! want virtue themſelves, 
duld endeavour to proſecute thoſe who poſſeſs it. Were 1 


5 N 


f- fiſpoſed to purſue this theme to the extent that truth would 
oy bear me Gut in, I could demonſtrate, that the whole 
to r your pofitical conduct has been one continued ſerles of 
at- Weakneſs, temerity, deſpotiſm, ignorance, futiliry, ne i 
ot ce, oleicting, 4 and the moſt notorious ſervil Ms: 

is ity, and corruption. Oh reconfideratioh, Cord 1 mY 

ed ne merit, à ftrict attention to your own intereſts: os 
be ew, you appear ſound ffatefmnen, and able poltriclaks: You 
is know, if the preſent meſure thoule prevail, that 2 


uſt i relinquifh your places, F dbabt much, 

her you will be able wet 4 on any terms: bur fare 
am, that fuch is your well-known characters and abilities, 
dy plan of reconciliation, however moderate, wiſe, and fea- 


fable, 


2 2 


am not ſorpriſes, that men whs hate tiberty ſhould dcteſ NA 


of | | 
— the bill. He ſpoke py on 22 as involving in it 
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ſible; muſt fail in your hands. Such then being your preca- 
rious ſituations, who can wonder that you ſhould put a nega- 
tive on any meaſure which muſt annihilate your power, de- 


* r your emoluments, and at once reduce you to 
te of inſignificance, for which God and nature de- 
- figned you? | 


The Earl Gower anſwered, with ſtrong marks of reſent. 
ment. He ſaid, let the bill make its way where it might, 
he was ready, to abide the conſequences; that he did 
not doubt but ſufficient induſtry would be exerted to cir. 
culate its contents; and that however zealous ſome perſong 
might be to inflame the people both here and in America, it 
ſhould have not the. leaſt effect on his conduct. He was de- 
termined to adhere to the true intereſts of his country and the 
dignity of parliament ; and to ſtand with them to the laſt, 
ar. periſh. in the ruins; nor ſhould the terrors of the block 
itſelf oblige him io change his purpoſe. As to the general 
charges thrown out againſt adminiſtration by the noble Earl, 
it was time enough to anſwer them, when he pointed them 
iþ ſuch a manner-as to call for defence or explanation ; that 
till then they were unworthy of reply, as the perſons inclu- 
ded in ſuch a cenſure only ſhared the fate of all other  admi- 
niſtrations he ever remembered, ſince his firſt knowledge of 
public buſineſs, his Lordſhip having uniformly condemned 
them, though he afterwards thought proper to act with their 
authors; and if the noble Earl's age did not ſtand in the way, 
he had no doubt but that, on the preſent occaſion, his Lord- 
ip would give ane more proof of his change of ſentiment, 
y. warm ly eſpouſing the very meaſures he now - ſo loudly 
n | | | 


*. The Earl of Hillfberough was ſevere on the noble framer of 


every poſſible power and exerciſe of civil government. He 
contended, that his Lordſhip's computation of the numben 
in America, who were ready to diſpute the ſupremacy of par- 
lament, was extremely erroneous ,' that if that country con- 
tained three millions of people, he would be bold to ſay, 
from his own certain knowledge of their temper and diſpoſ- 

jon, that one third at leaſt were willing to ſubmit to the 

arliament of Great-Britain ; that out of the remainder, the 
women, children, and old men, could not be deemed fit to 
bear arms; ſo that the noble Earl's facts were no leſs er 
neous than' his arguments, when he ſaid, that three millions 
of men, with arms in their hands, would never conſent to be 
taxed by the legiſlature of this country, He next endeavou- 
red to correct a miſtake of the ſame noble Earl, wag i 

OE aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, that French America took 40,000 men to reduce 
it; being ſatisfied, he ſaid, that at no one time was there 
above 12,009 regular troops e on that ſervice. He 
next defended the 1 law, but inſiſted, that it con- 


ferred no new right, for if it had been never paſſed, the le- 


giſlative —_— of Parliament would have remained the 
u 


fame. And concluded with holding out the favourable. diſpo- 
ſition of adminiſtration towards the colonies, when they ma- 
nifeſted a ſuitable temper on their part, which could never be 
til} they ſubmitted to the great conſtitutional claims of the 
Britiſh legiſlature, | 


The Duke of Richmond took a comprehenſive view of the Duke of 
queſtion at large. He examined the bills mentioned in the Richmond. 


claim of rights, one by one, and ſhewed with great ability 
the foundations on which they reſted, - He dwelt particu- 
larly on the acts for eſtabliſhing courts of admiralty, and for 
altering the charter of the Maſſachuſets Bay, He ſaid, the 
former erected a juriſdiction, the judges of which were in- 
tereſted in the deciſion ; and the latter, under the colour of 


conſtituting juries, on the plan of thoſe in England, lodged . 


the power of ſelecting perſons fit to ſerve, in an officer called 
a Sheriff, it is true, but an officer, at the ſame time, as lit- 


tle known in our conſtitution as any Turkiſh or Ruſſian 


magiſtrate, An Engliſh ſheriff, being irremovable by any 
power under Heaven, but for malverſation in his office, while 
a ſheriff in the province of Maſſachuſets Bay is to be remov- 


able by his Majeſty, his governor, or deputy governor :- by 
which means, the executive power has virtually the appoint- 


ing of juries, and conſequently the lives, fortunes, and per- 
ſonal liberty of the ſubjects of that province totally at their 
diſpoſal and mercy ; a ftate of ſubjugation; he hoped, no 


-Engliſhman would ever be ſo mean, flaviſh, or ſervile to ſub- 
mit to. He then inſiſted that the adminiſtration had uni- 


formly, for a number of years back, endeavoured to deceive 


the colonies; that they had ſo repeatedly violated their moſt 


ſolemn promiſes, that all confidence was at an end: that 


out of numberleſs inſtances he ſhould only ſelect one, which 
'was the letter written by the very noble K 


arl himſelf, (Earl 
of Hillſborough) accompanying the revenue act, wherein he 


pledged himſelf, by the moſt ſolemn aſſurances, that they 
were mere matter of form, and were meant to be immedi- 
ately repealed, being intended as a nominal aſſertion of the 
declaratory law paſſed in 1766. { Here his Grace was called 
to order by the Earl of Hillſborough, who inſiſted, that the 


promiſe contained in the letter was not broke. His - Graee 
| contended 
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: contended it was, and ſaid he would appeal to the letter it. 
ſelf, which ke defired might be read. It was not however 

read.] His Grace proceeded to recount the paxticulars rela. 

tive to that tranſaQion, how the duties on paper, painters co- 

lours, and glaſs were repealled, in a pretended performance 
of that promiſe, while that on tea, the cauſe of all the pre- 

ſeat confuſions, was continued. He then turned to the 

avowed firmneſs of a noble Earl, high in office, (Earl Go. 

wer) who ſeemed ſo willing to court danger, to face the block, 

and fall with the ruins of the conftitution, or triumph in its 

conſtitutional maintenance. He comforted the noble Eat! 

with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his being in no danger; for 
it was eaſily avoided, by only at a convenient time altering 

His opinion; to prove which, he would take the liberty of 
adverting to a particular fact, which came within his own 

knowledge. And then be jocularly obſerved, that however 

ſmall the minority may appear an the preſent queſton, he had 

ſeen as ſmall hourly increaſe till it became the majority; and 

then told the following anecdote, which happened when Lord 

"Bute was at the head of the treaſury, to prove it: I te- 
member ſays his Grace, at that period, a bill was brought in- 

to this Houſe to prevent the members from being ſcreened 

from their debts ;- heartily acceded to this bill upon prin- 

ciple, and had the honour of being joined by the noble Lord 

«then at the head of treaſury. On the diviſion the noes as 
uſual went below the bar; when, miſſing their leader, they 
turned ſhort, and were much ſurpriſed to fee him on the other 
fide.” The late Charles Townſhend remarked upon this 
circumſtance, that he would hold two to one, in leſs than a 
year thoſe members who divided againſt him, would 
creep under M table to join him. Had he been taken up 
he would have won his wager. He next reminded the no- 
ble Earl (Earl Gower) a circumſtance of his docility, 
which came more directly home to him, as being perſonally 
concerned. It was in the year 1766, before Chriſtmas, when 
a noble friend of his (the late Duke of Bedford) made a 
motion ſor taking into conſideration the ſtate of the nation. 
He doubted not but the noble Earl was to the full as ready 
to face the block then as now, in ſupport of what he deem- 
ed his duty ; but what was the conſequence? The noble 
Earl, the author of the preſent bill, having in the interin 
met him at Bath, and having had ſome converſation with 
bim, the Parliament was adjourned to the day after the ſtat 
of the nation was to be taken into conſideration ; all enqui- 
ry was at an end, and the nation left todhift for itſelf. 
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anner, the preſent ſituation of affairs, the dangerous conſe- 
guences of a civil war, which he feared would terminate as 
he ſocial war among the Romans did, in the inevitable de- 
trution of the whole empire. He was moderate, pathetic, 
nd drew the attention of every ſide of the Houſe. He did 
jot pretend to determine on the contents of the preſent bill, 
or adopt it throughout; all he wiſhed was, that one ſober 
iew ſhould be taken of the great queſtion, before perhaps 
blindly ruſhed into a ſcene of confuſion and civil ftrite, 
e event of which it was impoſſible to foreſee. 
The Earl T- 
rivate, a decided opinion, whether it was wiſe or not to paſs 
e ſtamp act; but that he was abundantly convinced that all 
he evils and diſtractions now complained of, were derived 
om the fatal repeal of it. That the bills of laſt year were 


id nothing with regard to the contents of the bill which had 
en read, and finiſhed with expreſſing his diſapprobation of 
jecting in ſo harſh and unprecedented a manner, a bill de- 
pned for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes, and preſented to their 
ordſhips, by a hand ſo truly reſpectable as that of his noble 
iend and relation, This reaſon alone deciding upon his 


dte, 


dn being put, there appeared for the Earl of Sandwich's 
nendment, Contents 61, Non- contents 32; ſo the bill was 
jected, and not ſuffered to lay upon the table, 
The minority were, | 

Dukes of Cumberland Earls of Temple 


Richmond Radnor 
Devonſhire Spencer 
Portland Chatham 
Mancheſter Lords Abergavenny 
Northumberland Ferrers 
larquis of Rockingham Craven 
arls of Stamford Romney 
Abingdon King 
Scarborough Forteſeue 
Cholmondeley Poonſonby 
Stafford Lyttelton 
Tankerville Wycombe 
Stanhope Sondes 
Effingham Milton 
Fitzwilliam f Camden. 


nore exceptionable as to the mode than as to the matter, He 


This debate laſted till almoſt ten o'clock, when the queſ- 


Voz. II. * 4 February 


33 
The Duke of Manchęſter lamented, in a very ſenſible Duke of 


ncbeſter. 


le ſaid, that he had never given, in public or Earl Tanple 
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| February 7. | 
Lord George Germaine, accompanied by about twenty 
members of * Houſe of Commons, delivered a meſſage at 
the bar of the Lords, deſiting a conference with their Cord. 
ſhips in the painted chamber. His Lordſhip then withdrew 
for a few minutes, and being called in again, was informed, 
that their Lordſhips would immediately attend, The Lord 
Keeper next proceeded to call on ſuch Lords as were willing 
to meet the Commons, in order to manage the ſaid conference 
in behalf of the Lords, when the following, among ſeveral 
others, attended accordingly: Lords Gower, Sandwich, 
Dartmouth, Denbigh, Plymouth, Cathcart and Townſhend; 
the Duke of Grafton, and the Biſhops of London and Pe. 
terborough. In a few minutes their Lordſhips returned, and 
the Lord Preſident [Earl Gower] reported, that the mana. 
gers for the Lords had met the managers for the Commons at 
2 conference, which on the part of the Commons was man- 
ged by Lord North, who acquainted the managers for the 
rds, that they had taken into conſideration the ſtate of his 
Majefty's colonies, in North America, and had agreed upon 
an addreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty, to which they de- 
fired the concurrence of this Houſe. Then his Lordſhip read 
the addreſs delivered at the conference, —And the ſame being 
again read by the Clerk, 
{The addreſi, and the debates upon it, in the Houſe of Con- 
mons, may be ſeen in the firſt volume, page 132 to 170] 
« The Earl of Dartmouth and the Marquis of Rockinghan 
both riſing to ſpeak, a debate aroſe who ſhould ſpeak firſt 
In this confuſion the lord Keeper [Lord Apſley] put the 
ueſtion, Is it your Lordſhips pleaſure that the Earl d 
Dartmooth be now heard? This called up the Duke d 
Richmond, who contended, that it was a moſt {laviſh poſitiof 
to ſay, that any Lord in that Houſe ſhould have a preferenct 
before another; and that the preference ſhould be determinel 


_ ww, - —_ __ a> i wo . ca om ©o .c,Qco co. or „ 


by the Houſe. Lord Mansfield replied, that he had alway 8 
underſtood it was in the option of the Chairman, in eithe 

Houſe (the Speaker in the other, and the Lord Keeper it tl 
this) to ſo far decide, as at leaſt to put the queſtion on which fr 
of the two perſons he pleaſed, To prove this, his Lordſhy tc 
cited an inſtance in a committee of the Houſe of Commont | 
on the Spaniſh convention in 1739, when two members f. of 
ſing at the ſame inſtant, to make motions of a direct contri b. 
ry tendency, Mr. Winnington, the chairman, pointed to on 10 
of them in preference to the other, which gave birth to the * 


witty obſervation of Mr. Pulteney, afterwards Earl of Bath, 


A. 1775. Dre | 
in the courſe of the debate, That the Chairman had made 
the deadeſt point he ever ſaw in his life,” Lord Camden ur- 
ged the neceſſity and juſtice of their previouſly accepting the 
petition of the merchants, which he underſtood the noble 
Marquis had to preſent, and hearing the merchants allega- 
tions: he told the Houſe, they not only fat there in their re- 
preſentative, but in their judicial capacity, and were there- 
fore bound by all the ties of official duty, to get every light 
and information upon the ſubject before them; otherwiſe, 
their coming to a determination could not be ating in the 
ſpirit of the conſtitution. He, preſſed them but for a day, 
which would not create any delay, and in that time he had 
no doubt their Lordſhips would receive that ſolid information 
founded on the trueſt proofs, commercial experience; which 
would, perhaps, influence their Lordſhips to think differently 
from what they then did. Earl Gower infifted that ſuch a 
mode of proceeding was totally unuſual and unparliamentary ; 
that very early in life, much about the period the noble and 
learned Lord [Lord Mansfield] alluded to, he remembered a 
circumſtance which came directly in point; it was on an in- 
tended motion of the late Lord Halifax's, when the Lord 
Keeper decided againſt him, that another noble Lord ſhould 
be firſt heard. [In all this hurry and confuſion, the true 
point on which the preference contended for reſted, ſeemed 
to be entirely miſtaken, till the Earl of Denbigh obſerved, 
that the — —— was with the noble Earl, out of the re- 
ſpect due to the other branch of the legiſlature.] The queſ- 
tion _ at length put, and the motion was carried without 
a diviſion. | 


he Earl of Dartmouth accordingly roſe, and after put- Earl of 
ting in his claim to be heard to the queſton at large, moved, Dartmouth, 


that the blank in the addreſs preſented by the Commons at 
the conference, and now communicated by the Lord Preſi- 

nt, ſhould be filled up with the words Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and.“ : 


The Marquis of Rockingham acquainted the Houſe, that Marquis of 
the matter which he roſe to was to preſent petitions, one Rockingham, 


from the merchants of London concerned in the commerce 
to North America, and the other from the Weſt-India mer- 
chants, and planters 5 that he imagined their contents were 
of the higheſt importance, were immediately relative to the 
buſineſs under conſideration,” and were well worthy of arreſt- 
ing any determination of this Houſe, for at leaſt one day, 
being certain, that within that ſhort period, information of 
infinite conſequence r laid before their Lordſhips, | 
| - ; API 
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haps ſufficient to alter, or at leaſt ſoften the rigour of the 
meaſures they were now madly, haſtly, and blindly proceed. 
ing to adopt, His Lordſhip then defired the petitions might 
be read, which being complied with, he obſerved, as a queſ- 


tion was now before the Houſe, that muſt be firft diſpoſed 


£ 


that he fil 


of; and as conſequently the ſubject matter of petitions could 
not ä come under the cognizance of the Houſe; and 
ill hoped the Houſe would be willing to hear the 
petitioners, as men ſuffering under the heavieſt misfortunes, 
none of which could be attributed to their own miſconduct, 
he would be under the neceſſity, as the only means leſt, of 
moving the previous queſtion, which would open a door for 
taking into conſideration a general ftate of the petitioners 
tevances. The previous > 1a was accordingly put, and 

is Lordſhip proceeded. obſerved, that until the previ- 
ous queſtion was firſt diſpoſed of, he could not regularly enter 
into a-diſcuffion of the addreſs ; but he would, nevertheleſs, in 
this ſtage of the buſineſs, aſſure the Houſe, that there was 
one h in it, which he totally diſclaimed, and deſired 
to be un „ neither to have act or part in, that was, 
where both Houſes were to aſſure his Majeſty, they would, 
in ſupport of the meaſures therein recommended, hazard 
their lives and fortunes ; for he now openly declared, he 
would neither riſque nor hazard life or fortune in ſuch a 
cauſe, He ſaid the noble mover adverted to ſomething which 
he did not perſectly underftand, about unanimity, If every 
{pun who oppoſed this addreſs, were preſumed to be actuated 
y falfe notions of popularity or factious motives, he believed 
four-fifths of the nation would fall under that predicament ; 


* this he could anſwer for himſelf, at all events, that he 


Farl Pom- 
| Frei. 


ould not tread in the ſteps of his noble, but ill-fated an- 
ceſtor, [Lord Strafford] who firſt courted popular favour, 
and then deſerted the cauſe he had embarked in; for as he 
had ſet out by ſupporting the cauſe of the people againſt the 
tyranny and arbitrary meaſures of miniſters, ſo he ſhould ne- 
ver, for any temptation whatſoever, deſert or betray them, 
but would perſevere to the very Taft, in endeavouring to ob- 
tain for them a full reparation for all the injuries they had 

ſuſtained, _ — 
The Earl Pomfret contended, that the ſea was our proper 
element; was againſt a land war, and ftrenuouſly urged 
the neceflity of ſending a naval force ſufficient to block up 
their harbours, and by that means to cut off their communi- 
cation with all other powers, and put a total ſtop to their 
Lommerce. © | | | FE 
E 


fary for the protection of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, who 
ould be otherwiſe expoſed to the fury and violence of their 
mercileſs perſecutors, 


fore the Houſe, the propriety of entering into an immediate 
xamination of the matter contained in the petitions intended 
o be preſented by the noble Marquis, He ſaid, the petitioners 
ere perſons who deſerved every mark of attention and re- 
pect which the Houſe could pay them, conſiſtently with the 
ntereſts of the empire at large ; and although their grievan- 
es were imaginary, their complaints were nevertheleſs de- 
erving of incal nce. He truſted, however, when they ma- 
urely conſidered that the ſteps now taken were to prevent 


et he return of ſuch evils in future, they would chearfully ac- 
in Nuieſce in the wiſdom of parliament in the preſent inſtance, 
as Wind be gratefully thankful hereafter ; for if the ſupremacy of 
d he legiſlature was once given up, their trade, commerce, 
s, ed every poſſible advantage accruing from either, would 
d, don be annihilated. He therefore hoped, that the merchants 


would, on the preſent occaſion, ſubmit to a temporary in- 
onyenience, nay a ſhort-lived diſtreſs, to inſure the moſt | 
permanent and important benefits ; and manifeſt that | 
pf magnanimity which a ſenſe of their own intereſts, found- 
d in ſubmiſſion and acquieſcence to the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ent, muſt, upon mature conſideration and paſt experience, 
noſt certainly ſuggeſt. 


jon, He perfectly coincided in ſentiment with the noble 
arl, who aſſerted, that we were reduced to the alternative of 
opting coercive meaſures, or of forever relinquiſhiag our 
aim of ſovereignty or dominion over the colonies ; for con- 
der the queſton in ever ſo many lights, ſays bis Lordſhip, 
very middle way, every attempt to unite the oppoſite claims 
df the contending parties, ends, and is ultimately founded in 
ne reſolution or the other. His Lordſhip obſerved, that one 
ff the moſt able American writers, after the fulleſt and 
leareſt inveſtigation of the ſubject, at laſt confeſſes, that no 
nedium can poſſibly be deviſed, which will exclude the ine- 
table conſequence of either ſyſtem abſolutely prevailing ; 
or that take it up on which ground you would, the fupre- 


nacy of the Britiſh legiſlature muſt be compleat, entire, and 
conditional ; or on the other hand, the colonies * 
ree 


The Eatl of Denbigh united in this opinion on general Earl of 
principles, but inſiſted that a military force would be neceſ- Debib. 


Earl Gower adhered cloſely to the immediate queſtion be- Earl Gower, 


Lord Mansfield laid, it was impoſſible to confine the atten- | 
ion of the Houſe merely to the matter of the . previous queſ- 2 _ 


38 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775. 
free and independent, His Lordſhip next proceeded to ex. 
amine very minutely the ſeveral acts of parliament complained 
of in the congreſs which aſſembled at Philadelphia, and en- 
deavoured to prove, that every one of them, more or leſs, 
confirmed the principles he had laid down, and the conclu- 
ſions he had drawn from them; and directly ftruck at the le. 
giſlative ſuperintending power, which it was contended they 
were willing to ſubmit to, not barely to the ſubject of tax- 
ation. He more particularly adverted to the acts for the 
eſtabliſhing the admiralty courts in that country ; for regu- 
lating the rates of poſtage of letters; for ordering perſons 
in any part of the dominions of the crown to be tried in any 
Engliſh county, for being charged with ſetting his Majeſty's 
dock-yards on fire; for the quartering of ſoldiers, and one 
or two more of the ſame nature; any one of which, if re- 
pealed, would be a total renunciation of the ſovereignty; 
even, if the other propofition were true, that we had no right 
to tax them, But that claim of non-taxation, it was, he 
faid, that introduced all the reſt; if the doctrine was a jul 
one in any inſtance, it muſt of inevitable conſequence ex- 
tend to all the reſt ; for it was to the laſt degree monſtrou 
and abſurd to allow they had a right diſtin from the Bi. 
tiſh legiſlature in any one particular, and not in all: if thy 
had ſuch a right, the defence of it would juſtify reſiſtance; 
and to contend that ſubjects had a right of reſiſting the go 
vernment, was a doctrine he ſhould be glad to hear maintain. 
ed, on any principle of civil government, reaſon, expe- 
rience, or common ſenſe. This led his Lordſhip to the ſub 
jeR of the petitions ; but he contended, that they did na 
at all come in the way of the preſent motion. He did nd 
doubt but the petitioners were aggrieved ; he did not doult 


but they laboured under great and ſingular diſtreſſes ; Wy .: 
did not doubt but every degree of men, the landed gente t. 
man, the merchant, the manufacturer, the mechanic, wou e 
all heavily feel, in their ſeveral fituations, the threaten _: 
calamities, Nay, he went further, he did not promiſe ce of 
tain ſucceſs from the preſent meaſure. The army mig .. 
proceed to hoſtilities, they might be defeated, the Ame H 
cans might prevail, we might be for ever ſtripped of the oil co 
vereignty of that country; but what of that? the events tu 
war were uncertain: the queſtion was, allowing all the bh 
+ conveniencies as ſet forth in the petitions to be preciſely ju a, 
and taking into full contemplation every poſſible continge co 


that human foreſight and prudence could ſuggeſt, whethe 
we ſhould relinquiſh our rights, or reſolve at all wy + 
. . ute 
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ſolutely perſiſt in their aſſertion ? His Lordſhip again return- 
ed to his former argument, of the acts they had proteſted 
againſt, and obſerved, that thou h he was not preſent when 
2 noble Lord on a former occaſion Lord Chatham] had in- 
ſiſted, that in return for their temporary ſuſpenſion and con- 
ſtant repeal, he would inſiſt on the moſt inequivocal declara- 
tion on the part of America, of the ſupreme legiſlative con- 
troling power of the Britiſh legiſlature, in every other caſe 
whatever, but that of taxation only, he could not help re- 
marking, that they avoided every declaration equivocal or 
inequivocal ; for all they promiſed in return, was to conſent to 
the act of navigation, while they were boldly contending for 
the repeal of every one act almoſt which was to give that 
great conſtitutional law the leaſt force or effect. He next 
proceeded to prove, by a variety of arguments, that the co- 
lonies were in actual rebellion ; inſiſted on the right of the 
mother country over the colonies ; doubted of the expediency 
of taxing now, on account of the repeal of the ſtamp act; 
but ſaid it was utterly impoffible ro ſay a ſyllable on the 
matter of expediency, till the right was firſt as fully aſ- 
ſerted on one ſide, as acknowledged on the other. He loudly 
condemned the bad policy of laying the taxes on in 1767 ; 
and laid all our preſent troubles and political confuſions at 
that door. He ſaid it was the moſt abſurd meaſure that could 
poſſibly be imagined, for all the purpoſe it anſwered was, at 
once to throw the colonies into a ferment and ill humour, 
and to hurt the commerce of Britain, by furniſhing the Ame- 
zicans with a temptation to ſmuggle ; that is, loading our 
own manufactures with duties, and permitting other po- 
wers to ſupply the American markets with the ſame com- 
modities, without paying any. 
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Lord Camden took up the laſt noble Lord on his aſſer- Lord Can- 


tion, that the colonies were in rebellion. If rebellion and . 


treaſon meant the ſame thing, he would be bold to ſay the 
colonies were not in rebellion, He ſaid he knew no ſpe- 
cies of treaſon, but thoſe deſcribed by the ſtatute of the 25th 


of Edward the Third, which were, levying war within the 


realm, or compaſſing or imagining the death of the King. 
He'owned that there were many precedents in the books of 
eonſtructed treaſon, where certain acts of an attrocious na- 
ture were adjudged and referred to one or other of thoſe ; 
but he contended that no one act hitherto committed in 


America, came within any of thoſe precedents. He ſaid, 


conſtructive treaſon was a dangerous thing; the rule ſhould 
FE nl | | be 
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be certain and definite ; for, were it othewiſe, no man could 
tell where it would end, as the lives and properties of the 
ſubject would be then at the mercy of the judge; the 
culprit would then ſuffer at the will of the judge, not by 
the ſpirit or the letter of the law. He inſiſted, he had ag 
great and good a judge as ever ſat in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
Locd Hale, to ſupport him in this opinion, who, after lay. 
ing down the law of Edward the Third, and the expoſi- 
tions of it in the ſeveral deciſions of his predeceſſors, aſlerts, 
in the moſt abſolute and unreſerved terms, that nothing 
ſhould be deemed treaſon, by any parity of reaſoning or 
ſimilarity of cireumſtances, unleſs it came expreſsly within 
the ſtatute or the interpretation of it, as laid down in the 
- ſeveral deciſions which had been given ſince the paſſing of 
the law. He added, on this head, that the wiſdom of the 
framers of it, had provided for any miſchief that might ariſe, 
by direQting the judges to apply to Parliament for their ad- 
vice, ſhould any new caſe ariſe which did not come within 
the words or obvious meaning of the ſtatute. He next re- 
| plied to the noble and learned Lord, as being ſeemingly 
involved in the cenfure paſſed on the adminiftration which 
conſented to lay the duties, one of which (that on tea) was 
now the original cauſe of the unhappy diſputes ſubſiſting 
between Great-Britain and the colonies. He utterly diſ- 
claimed having the leaft hand in that meaſure ; ſaid he was 
not conſulted in the framing the law which laid on thoſe 
duties, and that he was at the time cloſely and laboriouſſy 
employed in diſcharging the weighty functions of his office, 
He next entered into a very full and detailed view of both 
the previous and detailed queſtion ; he faid, he was aftoniſh- 
ed to hear a noble Lord, in the courſe of the debate, ad- 
vile the very extraordinary meaſure of blocking up the Ame- 
. rican ports, and thereby preventing them from all com- 
merce whatever. He obſerved, that ſending an army thi- 
ther in a hoſtile manner, was inſanity the firſt; but were 

the preſent propoſed meaſures adopted, it would indeed be 
- inſanity the ſecond. It would be no leſs than a political e 
de je; and would be like a man, who, to be revenged of a 
perſon that he ſuppoſed had injured him, ſhould ſheath 2 
poniard in his own boſom. Our commerce, ſays his Lord- 
ſhip, is at once the fource of our wealth and our power; 
it both gives us ſeamen to man our fleets, and money to 
pay them; without commerce this iſland, when compared 

with many countries on the continent, is but a fmall. _ 
om 8 | . nificant 
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titled to that conſequence we bear in the great political 


urope, England, in the words of Shakeſpeare, being no 
ore than a bird's neſt floating on a pool. What, then, 
ould be the conſequence of adopting ſo wild and dange- 
us an expedient ? We ſhould neither have ſhips to de- 
d us, ſeamen to man them, nor money to pay them, and 


means of defence, and the ſources which. were wont to 
pport it, would be at once cut off. He ſaid, every en- 
ne had been ſet to work, and art eſſayed, to prejudice 


n from the commercial, as if the latter could ſuſtain any 
jury that the other muſt not equally feel, What rofe the 
lue of the lands but commerce ? What ſupported com- 
rce again but the lands ?—their intereſts being as inſepa- 
dle as the benefits they derived from each other were mu- 
al and reciprocal, He concluded generally on the high 


rliamentary omnipotence ; but, for his part, they convey- 
to his mind preciſely ſuch an idea, and gave equal fatis- 
ion, as the anſwer given by the fine gentleman in the 
ay, who, being charged with baſeneſs by his friend, who 


ce, but, „Sir, I wear a ſword.” 


cide with what had been 125 rom any ſide of the houſe, 
d that he meant to reſerve his opinion till the great queſ- 
on, with all its ſeveral relations and colateral circumſtances, 
me to be taken into conſideration and finally decided on, 
imadverted with no ſmall degree of acrimony and reſent- 
ent on the conduct of the two learned and noble Lords 
ho preceded him. Of the latter [Lord Camden] he in- 
ed it was mean, and much beneath the dignity of one Wh 
ed in the exalted ftation he did, at the time the duties 
dw mentioned were impoſed, to come at this time to ſcreen 
mſelf from the diſagreeable conſequences that meaſure pro- 
ced, and ſhift the blame off his own ſhoulders to lay it on 
oſe of others, whom he was rfectiy convinced, and fully 


Ip. The meaſure, ſays his Grace, was conſented to, atleaſt, 
Vol, II. 0 


ficant ſpot : it is from our commerce alone that we are 
ale, When compared with ſeveral of the great powers of 
> muſt of courſe fall a prey to the firſt invader ; for both 


e landed intereſt, and diſtinguiſh it on the preſent occa- 


nding, unintelligible phrafes of legiſlative r and 


Id him he had eat his meat, drank his wine, and lain with 
wife, made no other reply, at. the end of every ſen- 


The Duke of Grafton roſe with great warmth, and after Duke of 
ſerving that his ideas on this im t ſubject did not co- Greftene 


dnſcious, had no more particular hand in it than his Lord- 


4 
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in the cabinet. The nable Lord acquieſced in it, he (at i 
that chair, (pointing to the Lord Keeper's) while it was pal. 
ing through this Houſe in its ſeveral ſtages. The learnd 
Lord was the very perſon who ſignified the royal apprabatin 
of this law in his othcial capacity, under, the ſeal of his office; 
and hal he now come to tell this houſe, and the public, tha 
ir without his approbation or participation? He tha 
| Eve that matters which had paſſed in that Houſe wer 
frequently miſrepreſented without doors; but he was glad d 
an apportunity of teſtifying to the public that it was no mes. 
ſure of his, perhaps it was contrary to his judgment; but be 
reſeryed his ſentiments on that ſubject to a future occaſion; 
as what he meant now was, that let the meaſure be good d 
bad, all he wiſhed was, that every cabinet miniſter, wha acte 
and deliberated in that capacity, at the time of paſſing the 
law, ſhould equally ſhare the cenſure, if it was a bad one, a 
be entitled. to an equal claim of merit, if it were à good one, Wi, 
In replx to the other noble and learned Lord, be ſaid, he w. g. 
ly diftered from him, as to the commercial effect of that lan; 
for if the law itſelf, was wiſe, and the principal it originated Ws 
from expedient and equitable, the regulation was certainly oo}. 
leſs ſo ; for there was no other poſſible mode of enforcing the Wl, 
declaratory law, internal taxation being totally abandoned by Wt 
the repeal of the ſtamp-· act, but by laying on poſt duties. And 4 
he knew of none, againſt which the noble Lord's objectiom if © 
would not lie as forcibly as thoſe propoſed to be levied by i; 


the act under canſideration. He lamented the misfortune that 
the adminiſtration he was connected with was the y p 


one who wanted the aſſiſtance of the noble and learned Lot 
He was certain that ſome af the preceding adminiſtration n 
had profited of his great abilities ; and though be was del f 
prived of the ſuppart which might be derived from (uch Wi d 
ſage counſels, he was happy that the nation experienced the BM p 
ood effects in the aid he had given to ſome of the admini- ¶ u 
trations, which preceded the one in which he was concerned, Bf u 
and perhaps, nay probably, the one that ſucceeded it. fa 


Lora Monſ- Lord Mansfield feeling this as a direct attack, implying u 


ad. 


interferepce. in the public councils, endeavoured to excu- n 
pate himſelf from the charge, He ſaid, he had been a cab - «| 
2 miniſter. part of the late reign, and the whole of the pr · « 

nt; that there was à nominal and an efficient cabinet » 
that for ſeveral years he ated as a member of the latter, an «| 
confequently deliberated with the King's miniſter ; that » 
however a Hort time previous to the adminiſtration in * 2 
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775 
at Ude noble Marquis preſided at the head of the treaſury, and 
pal: ome conſiderable time before the noble Duke ſucceeded him 
nei that department, he had prayed his Majeſty to excuſe him; 
ation nd from that day to the preſent he had declined to act as an 
füce egcient cabinet miniſter, He ſaid, he had lived with ever 
u miniſtration on equal good terms; and never refuſed his 
A advice when applied to; that particularly the noble Marquis 
de 


muſt recollect his giving him every aſſiſtance his poor abili- 
ties were capable of affording ; nor was it his fault that no- 
ble Duke did not experience the ſame ; for had he been ap- 


t be plied to, he would have chearfully rendered him every aſſiſ- 
ion tance in his power. T hat he had not changed his 1 
den the preſent ſubject, he appealed to every fide of the Houſe ; 


for when the repeal of the ſtamp- act was brought into it, 
though he wiſhed to give the meaſures of government every 
ſupport, conſiſtent with bis judgment and his public duty, yet 
one, foreſeeing the conſequences exactly in the ſame light they have 
* to. ſnce turned out, he voted againſt it; but aſſured the Houſe, 
law; that he took no other private or oſtenſible part whatever in 


43 


ated ¶ tnat buſineſs ; and ſo careful and ſtudious was he to avoid the 


tet leaſt appearance of any thing of that kind, that he even re- 
; the BW turned a proxy that was ſent to him againſt the repeal, ſooner 
di than ſeem to take an public part againf the King's ſervants, 
And BY His Lordſhip likewiſe apologized to the noble Duke, and aſ- 
dong ſured him, that he bad not the moſt diſtant intention of paſſ- 
1 ins any cenſure on any meaſure purſued in the adminiſtra- 
that tion in which he acted; ſo far from it, that he highly ap- 
an proved of putting the declaratory law into execution ; all he 
at moſt inſinuated was, that the preſent miniſter's plan was 
zan much better calculated for giving it effect; as it at once de- 
ſroyed the temptation to ſmuggle, by reducing the duty from 
one ſhilling to three pence ; for who would riſque his whole 
the BN property againſt ſuch a trifling duty? or how was it poſſible 
that the muggler could come to market upon equal terms, 
ned; BY under all the circumitances attending that trade, with the 
fair importer, 
OO The Lord Mycombe [Earl of Shelburne] after taking a ge- 
eral view of both the previous and main queſtion, reſpecting 
the propriety of hearing the petitioners, and the madneſs of 
cuil war, upon every ground of juſtice, prudence, and ſound 
er policy, in a very able and comprehenſive manner, faid, he hoged 
the day of enquiry and public retribution would come, when the 


and of that deſpotic ſyſtem which has our councils for 
ml: a G 2 * ſome 


Earl of 
Sbelbur ne 


e nuthor of the preſent dangerous meaſures would be diſcovered, 
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ſome years paſt, clearly developed. Candour obliged him 90 

teſtify, to the conduct and ſentiment of the noble Duke, that 

he was averſe to the meaſure; and the day it was brought in, 

as part of a money bill from the other Houſe, never roſe to 

ſupport it, as the ſtrongeſt mark of his diſapprobation. He 

was certain the noble and learned Lord equally diſapproyed 

of it ; and, for his own part,' who had then the honour of 

occupying a very high poſt in adminiſtration, his ſentiments 

were too well known to call for explanation, He faid fur. 

ther, that his ſituation gave him an opportunity of knowing 

the ſentiments of a very high Perſonage ; and he could affirm, 

from his own ' knowledge, that they were 'extremely favour. 

able towards America. It was therefore a matter well worth 

knowing, and extremely deſerving of enquiry, how this un- 

expected change was effected, and by what over-ruling, fata 

influence this great empire was brought to the eve of being 
plunged into all the miferies and horrors of civil war. 

Lord Lyt- The Lord Lyttelton roſe next, and contended for the uni- 

eiten. verlality and unity of the Britiſh empire over all its territories 

and dependencies, wherever its domination extended. He 

was ſevere on the noble and learned Lord [Camden] who 

ſpoke ſo fully on the dangerous conſequences of conſtruftive 

treaſon, He aſſerted thoſe little evaſions and diſtinctiom 

were the effects of profeſſional ſubtlety and low cunning; 

that it was abſurd to the laſt degree to enter into ſuch flim(y 

obſervations on this or that particular phraſe or word, and 

thence draw deductions equally puerile and inconcluſive, 

that the colonies were nat in rebellion, For his part, he 

ſhould not abide by ſuch far-fetched interpretations, he would 

de guided by common ſenſe, and only conſult the papers on 

the table, to prove beyond queſtion, that America was in re- 

bellion. What ! will any noble Lord in this houſe riſe, and 

tel] me ſeriouſly, that a country is not in rebellion when it 

openly diſclaims all obedience to the laws, all dependence on 

the Jegiſlature ! when they offer to appropriate the public 

monies” to the very means of reſiſtance ! when they prevent 

: the courts of juſtice from aſſembling, and the counſellors ap- 

pointed by Crown from acting! Will any noble Lord 

pretend to ſay, that any or all of thoſe are not manifeſt acts of 

rebellion? or that it is not treaſon in every obvious, ſubſtan- 

Hal, and legal meaning of the word, to attack one of the King' 

fortreſſes, make his troops render it up, and ſeize and convert 


e. ſtores to the direct purpoſes of _ reſiſting his 
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the 
legal ity by force of arms ? Are the of the moſt 
; | flagrant 
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ingenious doctrine and legal language of the noble and learn- 


n, ed Lord, only to be conſtrued mere miſdemeanor. or _—_ ? 
to His Lordſhip next entered into a very ſpirited defence of his 
de noble and learned friend, who ſpoke on the ſame fide, and 
ed WY dealt his blows very liberally on all thoſe who had attacked 


him, He beſtowed the higheſt encomiums on his talents, 
integrity, and political conduct; and charged his accuſers 
with being weak and evil counſellors, no leſs in their gene- 


nz WY ral ſentiments than in. their perſonal attacks. He recurred 
m, to his former arguments, and contended without reſerve for 


the legiſlative ſupremacy of Parliament over every part of the 


Africa, in Aſia, in every part and quarter of the globe, nay 
over Ireland itſelf, if it ſhould become neceſſary; the right of 
taxation and legiſlation. being indiviſible and unconditional, 
oyer every place to which our ſovereignty extended, 


and * repreſentations of the learned and noble 
Lord. 
nity of his ſituation, and of the ſeveral high relations he ſtood 
in to the ſtate, to endeavour to inflame and miſlead at ſo 
larming a criſis, He obſerved that the noble Lord had la- 
boured all in his power to prove the colonies in rebellion; 
but for his part, he did not perceive that he uſed one ſolid 
argument in proof of this cruel aſſertion: an aſſertion, in 
ery view of it, big with the moſt horrible and direful conſe- 
quences ; an aſſertion which, as ſoon as ſanctified by a vote 


on of both Houſes, authorized every ſpecies of rapine, plunder, 
re» {naſlacre, and perſecution whatever. His Grace then turned 
nd io the conſideration of conſtructive treaſon ; and obſerved, 


hat the noble and learned Lord and his friends ought to be 
he laſt to approve of làx and indefinite interpretations of trea- 
ons, as it might, on ſome future day, open a door for obtain- 
ng of ſubſtantial and effectual juſtice on thoſe who, through 
he whole courſe of their lives, had been as ſedulous. to evade 
he law, as they were induſtrious to break it, He entered 
"7 into the propriety of poſtponing the contents of the ad- 
rels ; and at leaſt liſtening to hear what the petitioners had 
o offer, It would be decent to pay ſome degree of attention 
o ſo reſpectable and uſeful * (as the merchants) and 


ough no petition had been preſented, it would be manifeſtly 
decent, and totally derogating from the dignity of _ 
ouſe, 


flagrant rebellion and treaſon ? or are they, according to the 


Britiſh dominions in America, the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, in 


e ſaid it was very unbecoming the gravity and dig- 


45 


The Duke of Richmond condemned, in the moſt pointed Duke of 
and direct terms, what his Grace called the inflammatory ** 


Lord Manſ- The Lord Mansfield rofe in great warmth : he ſaid 


feld. 


. Cured us, from his own knowledge, that it did not ſeem to he 


not ſay that the noble and learned Lord knows; but this I wil 


it muſt of conſequence be treaſon to aſſiſt at the aflemblic 


intended to be imputed to him as a crime, they miſſed the 


I that direct them ? | ſhould be proud to own them if it w 
- becauſe I think them wiſe, politic, and equitable ;. but ff 


* 
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Houſe, to blindly and implicitly adopt the preſent meaſure, 
without examination, deliberation, or enquiry. This night', 
debate, he confeſſed, brought back ſtrongly to his mind what 
had often been the ſubject with him of great aſtoniſhment and 
ſerious conſideration, The meafure which had been original. 
ly the cauſe of our preſent dangerous ſituation, was noy 
openly diſavowed by three cabinet miniſters, then occupying 
the firſt departments of the ſtate. They had, each of then, 
he remarked, ſolemnly declared it was no meaſure of theirs, 
Jointly or ſeparately ; one of them [Lord Shelburne] has af. 


ble to the ſentiments of a Great Perſonage. Whence 
en, ſays his Grace, are we to ſuppoſe it originated? I wil 


venture to remind his Lordſhip of, that when I came to office 
I ſaw feveral foreign diſpatches, on the margin of which 
were written obſervations in that noble Lord's hand writing 
I need not tell his Lordſhip, but I ſhall take the liberty ts 
inform the Houſe, that the correſpondence with our foreign 
miniſters, at a convenient time, is ſent round in little blue 
boxes to the efficient cabinet miniſters ; and that each d 
them give their opinions on them in writing. "Theſe are the 
opinions and the obſervations I now allude to. His Gra 
beſides, in the courſe of his ſpeech, condemned very ſeverely 
the acts reſpecting America, paſſed during the laſt ſeſſion, par 
ticularly to that which gave a new power to the ſheriffs, un 
known to the conſtitution, ; that of creating what he calle 
pocket juries; and the other, which, if poſſible, is of a muci 
more dangerous tendency, preventing all meetings, under th 
penalties of high treaſon ; for if it be treaſon to reſiſt an a 
of the Britiſh parliament in the manner now contended fat 


which the bill for altering the charter poſitively prohibits. 


could hardly bring himſelf to believe the ſeveral infinuation 
thrown out on the other fide of the Houſe could be direct 
at him; yet, on the other hand, if they meant any thing, * 
knew not otherwiſe how to interpret them. If they wet 


aim, for in his opinion they had perhaps undeſignedly doi 
him the greateſt honour, What do their Lordſhips infinual 
that I have been the author of the preſent meaſures, and it 


ly they will permit me to repeat a in, that I have been a 
nominal cabinet miniſter part of the laſt reign, and the whole 
of the preſent ; that I was an efficient cabinet miniſter during 
part of both periods ; but that ſince the time before alluded 
to in this debate, I have had no concern or participation what- 
ever in his Majeſty's councils, Threats are thrown out, and 
enquiries predicted: I heartily wiſh they may be ſpeedy ; 1 
am prepared for them, and put their intended authors to the 
moſt utter defiance, It hay been urged againſt me as a crime 
to-day, that I have courted popularity, I never did court it, 
but I have always ſtudied to deſerve it. Popularity will al- 
ways fly the purſuers; ſhe muſt follow, I do not mean to 
ſay that I deſpiſe it; on the contrary, I fincerely wiſh for it, 
if not purchaſed at too dear a price, at the expence of my 
conſcience and my duty. If a faithful diſcharge of one, and 
execution of the other, be the means of procaring it, I hope 
I ſhall always be a warm candidate for popular fame. I have 
hitherto, to the beſt of my abilities, ated on that plan, and I 
hope I ſhall perſevere to the end, I have ſeen much of courts, 
parliaments, and cabinets, and have been a frequent witneſs 
to the means uſed to acquire popularity, and the baſe and 
mean purpoſes to which that popularity has been afterwards 
employed. I have been in cabinets where the great ſtruggle 
has not been to advance the public interefts ; not by coali- 
tion and mutual aſſiſtance to ſtrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment; but by cabals, jealouſy, and mutual diſtruſt, to thwart 
each others — and to circumvent each other, in order 
to obtain power and pre- eminence. I have been no leſs care- 
ful to obſerve the effects of popularity, where it has been 
courted and gained for particular purpoſes ; but where every 
engagement was abandoned which led to its attainment, 
when the keeping of them became no longer — to the 
views of ſelf-intereſt and ambition. I am threatened ! I dare 
the authors of thoſe threats to put any one of them in ex- 
ecution, I am ready to meet their charges, and am pre- 
pared for the event, either to cover my adverſaries with ſhame 
and diſgrace, or in the fall, riſque the remnant of a life near- 
ly drawing to an end, and conſequently not worth being very 
ſolicitous about, | 


The Lord Lyttelton roſe a ſecond time, to defend his noble 1. 7,4. 
and learned friend; and the Duke of Richmond in particu- un. 


Jar, and one or two other Lords on the ſame fide, havi 
welt much on the probable conſequence our preſent civil 
pilſention might have on the conduct of France and Spain, his 

; Lordſhip 


_ obſerved, it was very extraordinary. that the bills paſſed la 


with the Britiſh colonies; and that ſhould any of the ſubjeQy 


permanent policy of both France and Spain, who were de: 


might operate as an encouragement to the colonies in the 
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Lordſhip preſſed the King's ſervants to declare what ſteps they 
= _ to bring theſe courts to an explanation on this 
The Earl of Rechford replied, that he believed the noble 
Lord had ſpoken by inſpiration. He declared he had no ſort 
of converſation with him relative to the ſubject, whatever ap- 
prom it might have of being concerted between them; 

ut he thought it extremely fortunate, that the queſtion fut- 
niſhed him with an opportunity of acquainting the Houſe, 
that he had received a letter that very day from the King's 
miniſter at 'Paris, giving him the moſt full and unreſeryed 
aſſurances that the French court would prohibit all commerce 


of the crown of France, after ſuch declaration on their part, 
preſume; to carry on any trade with America, his moſt Chri. 
ſtian Majeſty meant to be underſtood, that they were to be 
deemed out of his. protection; and that the Britiſh court 
were at liberty to ſeize the veſſels and confiſcate their Cargoes, 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that it might poſſibly be objected to this de- 
claration, that we ought not to depend on French faith ; and 
that probably thoſe = Aoi were given only with a view of 
Iulling us into à fatal ſecurity ; but he ſaid he had every 
reaſon'to believe France ſincere, as well by the pacific coun- 
ſels which at preſent prevailed in that country, as from the 


termined, on their own. account, againſt countenancing, 
abetting, or bringing into precedent, any meaſure which 


new world,. to render themſelves independent of the pre- 
ſeat ſtate. His Lordſhip then referred to a work lately pub- 
liſhed in France, wherein it is expreſsly aſſerted, that it 
would be bad policy in the extreme, for France to inter. 
fere in the preſent diſputes between Great-Britain and her 
The Lord Wycombe, [Earl of Shelburne] returned to his 
general charges of a fatal and over-ruling influence. Ht 


ſeſhons of Parliament, reſpecting America, were diſowned Þ 
the law officers of the crown; and who, in the name of G 

could have framed them, ſays his Lordſhip ?—We cannot, 
cannot ſuppoſe it was the miniſter who framed them, We 
are almoſt certain that none of the members of adminiſtratiol 
drew them up. We know they were fabricated by ſome 
perſon converſant in the law, It is impoſſible we can heb 


pi 
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e te a minute; therefore, to pronounce them to be the work 
Us f ſome hand who is unwilling to own them. The law 


\Acers of the crown have diſavowed them. Who then 
med them? The public naturally look at a law lord, 
otoriouſly high in favour in the cabinet, with whoſe 
ntiments and doctrines they perfectly agree. Is not this, 
y Lords, enough to raiſe ſuſpicions in the moſt unſuſpect- 
g mind, that the King is betrayed, the nation undone, and 
he miniſtry rendered mere cyphers, to give a ſanction to 
ſyſtem of meaſures, which, ſooner or later, muſt be the 
in of this country, or at leaſt of its conſtitutional liber- 
es? The noble and learned Lord has confeſſed, that though 
dr ſome years he has ceaſed to act in the character of an 
Ecient cabinet miniſter, there was a time when it was 
herwite; there was a time when he united in his charac- 
r two things in the Engliſh conſtitution, the moſt repug- 
ant in their nature, that of an acting cabinet miniſter, and a 
rd chief juſtice of England. For my part, I always ima- 
ned, according to the true principles of this conſtitution, 
at it was the great, pervading principle and excellence 
it, to keep the judicial and executive powers as ſeparate 
d diſtinct as poſſible, ſo as to prevent a man from adviſing 
one capacity what he was to execute in another. I hope 


2 e time will come when thoſe matters will undergo a full 
” d impartial diſcuſſion, without a perſonal alluſion to any 
4 an, when we ſhall be able to point out, with certainty, the 


| author of the preſent meaſures ; and be at the ſame time 
formed, where the judges in Weſtminſter-hall have kept 
ithin their own province, and where they have invaded the 
dnſtitution, by ſubſtituting their own prejudiced and partial 
dinions for the law of the land. In particular, I fincere- 
wiſh, that means may be deviſed for leaving the members 
the cabinet, at the time the duties impoſed on America 
ere laid, at liberty to declare freely what they know of that 
atter, ſo that the real authors may be diſcovered,” and the 
amers of this pernicious fatal meaſure, held forth to pub- 

deteſtation. The noble and learned Lord has diſclaimed 
wving any direct concern in the preſent buſineſs, and endea- 
urs to ſtrengthen his bare aſſertion, by ſhewing what little 
no temptation he could have to interfere, But the noble 


— ord knows, every noble Lord in this Houſe knows, a 
_ has many allurements ; beſides even place or emolu- 
ww GI His Lordſhip denies any obligations or perſonal fa- 


durs whateyer, I am ready to give his Lordſhip full credit 
r this declaration; but he will permit me at the ſame time 
obſerve, that ſmiles may do a great deal ; that if he had 
Vor. II. H nothing 
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nothing to aſk. for himſelf, he has had friends, relations and 
dependantsamply provided for: I will not ſay their de. 
ſerts, but this I may ſay, much beyond their moſt ſanguine &. 
a cr Independent however of theſe conſideration, 

think the pride of direQing the councils of a great nation, 
to certain favourite purpoſes, and according to certain pur 
ceived principles, may poſſibly effect great things, and temp 
to great hazards, conſidering the frame and temper of ſom 


men's minds. | 
Lord Manſ- Lord Mansfield now roſe, in great paſſion. He ſaid, he 
fed. thought it had been the leading characteriſtic of that aſſem 


bly, when contraſted with the other Houſe, who too often 
deſcended to altercations and perſonal reflectione, to alway 
conduct themſelves like gentlemen ; but he was ſorry to { 
that rule departed from this evening for the firſt time, 
charged the laſt noble Lord with uttering the moſt gros 
falſhoods. He totally denied that he had any hand in fn 
ming all the bills of the laſt ſeſſion; and was certain, that 
the law officers of the crown never aſſerted that they had n 
hand in them; but whether they had or had not, was of u 
conſequence to him, for he was clear, the charge, whe 
g—_ to him, was as unjuſt as it was maliciouſly and in 
tiy u | 

The | Wcombe ¶ Earl of Shelburne] returned the charg 
Shelburne. of falſhood to Lord Mansfield in direct terms, he appeald 
to the Houſe, whether the words he had uſed, were nc 

„that if among the bills of the laſt ſeſſion, there wen 

fome diſavowed by the Jaw officers of the crown, it was n 

tural for the public to look at a law Lord, notoriouſly hig 

in favour in the cabinet, to whoſe fentiments the prince 

ples of thoſe bills appeared to be particularly adapted, 20 
with whoſe doctrines they entirely agreed; which he call 
upon his Lordfhip to contradict, if be | 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond animadverted, in very ſeven 
Richmond. terms, on an ex on which fell in the heat of debate fre 
a noble Lord [ Lord Lyttelton J. He ſaid no man could in 

pute littleneſs, lowneſs, or cunning, to any member of th 

aſſembly (alluding to what his Lordihip had pointed at L 
Camden) for delivering his ſentiments freely, unleſs he di 

the picture from ſomething he felt within himſelf, as, by! 
liberally charging others with low and finifter ns, l 

charge could only be properly applied to the perſon fri 
whom it originated. His Grace entered into a full conſid 
tion of the true purport of what had fallen from a noble L0 
in office [Lord Rochford] relative to the preſent Janguy 
and diſpoſition. of the French court, He faid; the affurind 
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ow quoted, with ſo much official parade, and ſo ſeaſonably 
be under conſideration, without any deſign, were, or 
not, to be relied on: That they were not to be entirely 
ied on, the noble Lord partly confeſſed, by inſiſting, that 
ve were prepared for the worſt: He ſhould be therefore 
glad to know what thoſe preparations conſiſted in; what pro- 
portic bore to the ſtrength of thoſe, who in the conteſt 
ight bly become our adverſaries; and above all, he 
ſhould be obliged to the noble Lord, who preſided at the head 
pf the naval department, to lay before the Houſe an authen- 
ic, preciſe ſtate of what our naval force conſiſted in; be- 
uſe he had obſerved, that on a former important occaſion, 
re received the moſt full and ſolemn aſſurances, that our na- 
was on a reſpectable footing, at the time of the diſ- 
pute about Falkland's Iſland; yet it was afterwards diſcove- 
d, that we had not a ſingle ſhip of war fit to proceed to ſea. 
His Grace then proceeded to diſcuſs the queſtion at large, 
lative to our preſent unhappy diſputes with America, and 
dy the ſeveral important lights he let in on the ſubject, and 
he variety of intereſting facts he adverted to and elucidated, 
e ſhewed himſelf to be very fully and thoroughly informed 
pf the conduct of the contending parties; of the provoca- 
ions given on one fide, and the effects they — on the 
other; and, above all, the total ignorance of adminiſtration, 
lative to the temper and diſpoſition of the colonies. 
The Earl of Sandwich to anſwer his Grace, apologized Earl of 
or yd 5 that late hour of the night. He faid, he had Sieh 
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ployed himſelf in taking notes the whole evening; and 
ntended, before he went away, to have eaſed himſelf of the 
durthen (an expreſſion of Lord Shelburne's) ; but as the mat- 
had been already fo fully diſcuſſed, he ſhould not at fo 
nſeaſonable an hour, treſpaſs on their Lordſhips* patience, 
but ſolely confine his reply to the information defired by the 
noble Duke, relative to the department over which he had 
be honour to preſide. He ſaid, when he came to the ad- 
miralty board, the navy was in the moſt ruinous condition; 
o much, that within the laſt four years there were no leſs 
han forty line-of-battle ſhips broke up, and even fix in the 
ourfe of the laſt year; that there was not fix months timber 
ff any kind in the yards, and in ſome, he believed, not 5ol. 
yorth ; and that he did not impute the leaſt blame to the 
great and gallant officer, the firſt in the world in his profeſ- 
bon (Sir Edward Hawke) whom he had ſucceeded, and who 

bad retired purely on account of his age and infirmities. 
His Lordſhip next contraſted the preſent ftate of the navy. 
He faid, we had now W — ſhips of — — 
2 0 
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ſeveral more building in the King's and merchants yards 
with a proportionable number of inferior rates, all either 
ſtout, clean ſhips, or veſſels newly built; that we had three 
years ſeaſoned timber in the yards; that all that were not o 
actual ſervice, or turned in guardſhips, were in dock, when 
they could not meet with any injury; that the guardſhip 
which formerly were uſeleſs, in caſes of emergency, not be. 
ing fit for the ſea, nor having riggiag, or more than a thir 
of their complement of men, were now ready for any ſer. 
vice, at a few days notice, which he inſtanced in the yer 
1773, at the time we meant to ſend a fleet to the Mediterrane 
an, when ten men of waroftheline actually ſailed from Plymouth 
within three days after they received their orders. He next 
informed the Houſe, that there were twenty guardſhips, three 
of which of the line of battle were on the American tation; 
that we had ſquadrons beſides in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indie, 
the Leeward Iſlands, and Mediterrenean ; that after ſuffic. >: 
ently providing for thoſe reſpective ſervices, the naval force 
for — protection would conſiſt of ſeventeen men of wa 
of the line, beſides frigates, 8 ſeamen, and 800 m 
rines; that after the peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1748 
our whole naval eſtabliſhment did not exceed that now re 
ſerved for the channel alone, 8000 ſeamen, including mr 
rines, being only voted ; and that he would pledge himſelf 
to anſwer all the demands, and co-operate with the inten- 
tions of adminiſtration, with only an augmentation of 2000 
men. He added further on the ſame head, that we had 1 
fleet ſuperior to any that the combined force of France and 
Spain could fit out ; that our ſhips were all clean, well 
provided, rigged, and _y to proceed to ſea on a fey 
days notice; and that we had a ſupply of ſeaſoned tins 
ber in our yards equal to three years conſumption, 
That this was a force fully ſufficient to defend us againſt ary 
ſudden attack of the combined fleets of France and Spain, 
though he was well aſſured they had no ſuch intention; butif 
they had, we were prepared for them; and that he would 
now pledge himſelf to the Houſe and the public, that with Won 
an augmentation of 2coo ſeamen more, he would ſuppl 
government with ſuch a naval force as would at once — 
us at home, and be ſufficient to enforce its meaſures reſpectiq; 
America. He begged, however, that the Houſe would net 
underſtand that he arrogated any peculiar merit to himlell 
relative to the preſent ſtate of the navy, compared to. whit 
it was when he was called to the head of the Admiralty, fat 
very little of it fell to his ſhare. He had only clan 
his official duty ; it was to Lord North, who Had been the 
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means of ſo amply providing for it in the Houſe; and to his 
Lordſhip, therefore, almoſt the ſole merit was due, that our 
navy was now put on fo reſpectable a footing. 


of the French and Spaniards, and the. force ſufficient to re- 
ſiſt them, ſhould they make any attempt on theſe kingdoms, 
or give an occaſion for a rupture by their conduct in the 
American ſeas, He again commented very ably on the an- 


ſwer given by the French miniſter. What does this anſwer 
import, ſays his Grace, ſuppoſing it to be litterally kept on 
ith 


their part? That if you detect any of their ſhips trading with 
our American ſubjedts, we ſhall be at liberty to ſeize them, 
and confiſcate their cargoes. Does the noble Earl pretend to 
interpret this explanation generally, ſo as to authorize our 


es, taking their veſſels at ſea ? If he does not, what can ſuch a 
ci. Moague deluding promiſe avail ? If he does, then I will ven- 
ree ture to aſſure his Lordſhip, that he is miſerably deceived ; 
mand that the firſt attempt to prevent French or Spaniſh ſhips 


rom navigating the American ſeas, for pretences will never 
de wanting on ſuch occaſions, will furniſh them with an 
pportunity of aſſerting their maritime freedom, of making re- 
priſals, and of juſtifying their conduct to the other great ſtates 
of Europe, who are known to be long jealous of what they 
are pleaſed to call our deſpotic claim to the ſovereignty of 
the ocean. The noble Earl gives us a melancholy account 
of the deplorable, ruinous ſtate of our navy, at the time he 
ame to preſide over our naval concerns. He ſays our 
hips were rotten, and our guardſhips uſeleſs. I would be 
glad to know from his Lordſhip, what have been the means 
mployed to work this — ir rm He ſpeaks of fo 
many ſhips of the line proceeding to ſea in three days; and of 
Captain Barrington's great merit in that buſineſs. . No Lord 
n this houſe has a higher opinion of that gentleman's merit, 
is an officer, than I have. I remember well the time the royal 


ome hours ready to proceed to ſea, before the diviſion undef 
he command of a noble Lord in this Houſe [ Lord Edgcumbe]. 
he noble Earl. dwelt greatly on the manner our guardſhips 


10g manned and provided; yet I well recollect, that in the 

not vyal preſence when we may preſume every nerve would have 
gel een ſtrained, the Plymouth diviſion took above three hours in 
bat Weighing. The apology then made was, | that the ſhips had 


ot more than half their complement of men; and I can af- 
um that Capt. Barrington's ſhip was the only one which 
med to anſwer the anxious expectations of the 3 2 


aval review was at Portſmouth, that able officer had his ſbip - 


The Duke of Richmond controverted ſeveral of the poſitions Duke of 
laid down by the noble Earl, both reſpecting the diſpoſition Nich. 


* 
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Earl of The Earl of Sandwich replied humorouſly, ia wt 
Babes. the old bailad, written, as he ſaid, in the time of Henry IV. 
[Ch Chaſe] < I truſt we have many as good as he,” He 
without any dif nt to the honourable cap. 
tain, there were ſeveral as able officers in the navy as he; 
that wind and tide, and a of circumſtances attendan 
on them, were not to be commanded. He aſſured the noble 
Duke, rn they woull 
not wait for the French ſhips being in port, or even in with 
theland ; but would ſeize them wi ceremony in the fit 
inſtance; —— truſt to the event, be it what it might; admini- 
pram br determined to abide, if , to enforce the 
of the explanation, in the ſenſe it was deſired 
nk, As to the other part, relative to the ftate of th 
navy, and his reaſons for pronouncing with ſo much conh. 
dence concerning it, he told the noble „ that the caſe wn 
now entirely di erent from what it was in the 1770; fa 
that towards the concluſion of the late war, when the publi 
exigencies called for a powerful fleet, they were obliged w 
make uſe of green timber, of any kind of timber, in the com. 
ſtruction of our ſhips of war ; that thoſe ſhips- rotted at the 
end of five or fix years; whereas theſe built lately woull 
ſtand thirty, as they were built of ſeaſoned timber, of whid 
we had a large three years ſtock ; and that beſides we mak 
uſe of another precaution, which was ſtill ſeaſoning the tim- 
ber while the thip was building, by giving orders that nd 
a of war ſhould be haftily N or launched in leſs tht 

rs after ſhe was put upon the ſtocks. 
Biſhop of of Peterberough. . Throughout the whole of thi 
Peterbo- + rn 
— — — Weters conean;, nn fe frac 
of your Lordſhips time taken up in mutual s and rect 
minations. . It is but too evident, that a complicated variety 
of very untoward circumſtances have combined to bring Gren 
Britain and her colonies into fo great difficulty and embarti- 
RG. WY 

per, as well as wiſdom. 
Yet while we have heard, on the one hand, lords, em 

pent for their abilities and experience, aſſert, that the con- 
© Riitution is violated, 1 
jette incroached tl 
—— 


1 
L 


nat a ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffection is gone forth, 
tick has been unhappily increaſed by the arts and encou- 
gement of ſome men here at home, under the influence of 
like paſſions, till America is become impatient of all legal 
ftraint, and determined to break through every tie which 
has hitherto connected her with the mother country. 

I riſe, not to trouble your Lordſhips as an advocate for ei- 
ther extreme of opinion, but profeſs that, above all things, 
I wiſh for reconciliation upon the — 2 terms that, con- 
ſiſtently with the juſt authority pre- eminence of this 
ountry, can be admitted as a ground of reunion, Yet 
ſenſible as I am that it is my duty, nor is it Jeſs my ineli- 
nation, to promote peace, yet cannot I, for fear that our 

ommercial concerns ſhould ſuffer a temporary interruption, 
iſh to ſee the honour and A this coun 
ſacrificed to its temporary intereſts, For, waving all di 
nffion of that great conſtitutional queſtion, 2 not 
he legiflative ſupremacy implies or not the right and power 
of — there is to — a very evident diſ- 
inction between an internal general tax, and a port duty, 
pon any article of trade, which the ſubjeQ is at liberty to 
purchaſe or not, as he thinks proper. 

I am aware, that the advocates for the total independence 
of America have endeavoured to prove, that a duty ſo raiſed 
$ illegal and oppreſſive as any other tax whatever; but to 
have made it is, Parliament muſt have done by the tea in 
America, what is done in France by the ſalt, have obliged 
every family to have bought, not as much as they were wil- 
ling, but as much as it was thought they were able to con - 
ame, 

That there is a power in this country to regulate the trade 
throughout all the ports of the whole Britiſh empire, is what, 
I believe, hardly one of your Lordſhips will conteſt, 

It would be of uſe, therefore, in ening this debate, to 
recollect, that it was for the tumultuous reſiſtance to this 
acknowledged right of the legiſlature, that the port of Boſton 
was ſhut up, 1 
I am free to own, that there may be an exer- 
ciſe of even an acknowledged right; but it will be a diffi- 
cult matter to bring the duty — * tea under that deſcrip- 
tion, The noble lord [Lord C---d--n} before me acknow- 
5 that he made no objection to it at the times it was 
laid, though he was then in the higheſt department of the 
law, with ſo much credit to himſelf and futisfacrion to the 
public ; he will allow, therefore, that there was no appenr- 

/ ance 
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ance of illegality in its origin; it was alſo moderate it its 
exerciſe ; it affected not a neceſſary of life, and left the 
American conſumer of a foreign luxury in much a better ſi- 
tuation than any ſubject in Great Britain. But admitting 
that the people of Boſton, either from their own nations of 
the matter, or from prejudices inſtilled into them, thought 
the duty upon tea an oppreſſion, it ſurely was incumbeat 
on them to have preſented a memorial or petition: to Parlia- 
ment; not to have invaded private property with violence, 
nor to have treated the ſovereign legiſlature of Great Britain 
with inſolence and contempt. | -— 

.  Reparation ought long ago to have been made for theſe of. 
fences; and it is in order to obtain it that I underſtand ad- 
miniſtration think themſelves under a neceſſity of adopting 
coercive meaſures, as the only means to bring about a laſt. 

ing union. | f 
As a learned lord, [Lord C---d--n] in the courſe of this 
debate, has taken occaſion to cenſure the two acts which 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, after the Boſton port bill: I will beg 
your lordſhips * ae while I ſay a few words to each of 
them. Firſt, as to the bill for the impartial adminiſtration of 
juſtice in Maſſachuſſets Bay: was I to take my idea of this 
ill from what has fallen from the learned lord, that by 
coupling it with the ſtatute of Henry the Eighth, it gavea 
full power to bring the Americans over here to butcher them 
in the King's Bench,” I ſhould conclude that it was a bill 
impowering adminiſtration to tear any obnoxious perſon from 
his wife and family, and carry him to a foreign judicature to 
anſwer for crimes faid to be committed in his own countiy; 
whereas, in truth, it is a bill of mercy, as well as of juſtice, 
giving ſecurity to perſons acting under legal powers, that 
they thall not, in the diſcharge of their duty, be ſubject to 
the reſentment of a factious and deluded populace, who nei- 
ther acknowlege the laws, nor the authority of the magiſtrate; 
beſides, the bill is temporary, and reſpects only the preſent 

tumultuous ſtate of the province, hs 
As to the other bill for altering the charter of Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, which the ſame learned lord repreſents, as an exorbitant 
abuſe.of parliamentary power, I will only ſay, that an alte- 
ration, full as material, in that very charter, was made by 
King William immediately after the Revelotion. Shall it then 
be ſaid, in this Houſe, thet it is an abuſe of power for tht 
preſent King; ſitting in his Parliament, to do an act ſimilu 
to what King William, that great reſtorer of Britiſh free- 
dom, did by the advice of his council only ; though that = 
c 


1775. D :B A T | oy 


1 was compoſed of men that loved liberty as well, and ha- 
arded as much in the preſervation of it, as any ſet of patriots 


fore or ſince. 
As to the papers upon your lordſhips table, it appears from 
m to be the general opinion of all thoſe who, either from 
eir office, or their ſituation, are capable of judging what 
ill be the probable effect of it, that a ſteady perſeverance to 
pport the rights of the legiſlature will, in the end, bring 
je Americans to a juſt ſenſe of their _ and their intereſt; 
It will then be time for tenderneſs and forgiveneſs, May 
not add, it will then be time for indulgence even to popu- 
r prejudices, and that idea they are ſo fond of, the right of 
xing themſelves. | 
But was Great Britain tamely to ſubmit to the indignities 
gat have been put upon her, her condeſeenſion would defeat 
very purpoſe, and be treated as a meanneſs and timidity. 
might, indeed, procure peace ; but it would be only drawing 
es over the embers, that would ſtill be burning underneath 
„like the act of an unſkilful ſurgeon, who heals the woun 
twardly, while it is ſtill left feſtering within. 
I ſhall, therefore, give my vote for this addreſs ; not be- 
uſe I love coercive meaſures, though, to a certain degree, 
ey may become neceflary, I approve of it rather, becauſe 
takes the middle way fo much recommended by the noble 
d learned lord; for the ſteadineſs is the means, yet recon- 
liation is avowedly the end propoſed. Reconciliation is 
hat I ſhall never loſe fight of; and I am perſuaded that, 
duld your lordſhips be induced to join unanimouſly in this 
dreſs, it would ſpeedily bring about what all your lordſhips 
e defirous of, the peace, harmony, and laſting proſperity of 
e Britiſh empire. 


The Duke of Richmond obſerved, that he thought it was Duke of 
tremely improper for the Right Reverend Bench to take Nn. 


part on the preſent occaſion, or to be at all acceſſary to 
e ſhedding of the blood of their fellow-creatures and fellow- 
djecds. ſe would be much fitter, if they interfered at ally 
act as mediators; than as perſecutors; more conſiſtent with 
e principles they profeſſed to teach; but much more par- 
ularly ſuited to the ſacred functions they were called to 
(charge, He ſaid, that by the ſpecimen now given, he 
ould not be ſurprized to ſee the lawn fleeves upon thoſe 
nches ſtained with the blood of their innocent and op- 
ſled countrymen on the other ſide the Atlantic. 


37 


The Duke of Mancheſler animadverted with great energy Duke of 
the very indecent and unprecedented attack made by a Mancher. 


Vol. II. 1 noble 
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Lord Lyttel- The Lord Lyttelton endeavoured to exculpate himſelf fru 


ton. 


* 


Lord Manſ- The Lord Mansfield aſſured the Houſe, that he had n 


Feld. 


Lord cen- The Lord Camden ſtill retained his former ſentiments; | reg 


den. 


_ 
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noble Lord early in the debate {Lord Lyttelton] on all thok 
who happened to differ with him. He ſaid it was a p 
method of convincing an adverſary, to tell him that his op- 
poſition to meaſures was founded in the worſt motives ; an 
that all who entertained contrary ſentiments to his own, wer 
weak and wicked counſellors. Such language had been 
ways diſcountenanced, and he hoped would always meg 
with the ſtrongeſt marks of diſcouragement and diſapprobe. 
tion in that Houſe, as it would otherwiſe baniſh all ſobe 
deliberation and free diſcuſſion from within thoſe walls; and 
introduce in their ſtead, the moſt improper perſonalities an 
diſgraceful] altercations. | | 


the charges of the two noble Dukes. He ſaid, any thi 
ſevere he might have dropped reſpecting a noble and learn 
Lord on the other fide, was only upon certain ſuppoſitions, H 
had not, however, changed his opinion relative to the true in 
terpretation of treaſon , nor could he bring himſelf to (ul 
ſcribe to his Lordſhip's definition of it; as the more | 
thought on the ſubject, or heard it argued, the fuller hem 
fatisfied that America was in rebellion. He faid, he had 

very high authority to ſupport him (Lord chief juſtice He 
ſter) and a real friend to liberty, who enumerates ſever 
ſpecies of treaſon, beſides thoſe expreſsly defined by the 
tute of the 25th of Edward III. and lays it down as loo: 
though a conſultation to levy war, in which the perſon oi 
the King is not meant to be injured, may appear not toi 
treaſon within the ſtatute of Edward III. yet, that an oven 
act of one ſpecies of treaſun may be good evidence to pro 
an intention to commit the other. 


given the leaſt intimation to the noble Lord of what he ou 
urged ; but that it was nevertheleſs the general doctrine een 
down by thoſe who had written on the ſubject. He was pet ent: 
nally acquainted with the great law authority now quoted, ub 
aſſured him, he was preſent in court at the trial of the able 
fenders in Queen Ann's time, who pulled down the meetiꝗ Ve 
houſes, and that Holt, chief juſtice, and the reſt of the co tate 
agreed, that evidence of an overt act of one ſpecies of t epa 
fon was ſufficient proof of an overt act of another ſpecies Mand 
treaſon. ' 


entered into a warm eulogium on the learned judge allu ind d 
to: inſiſted the doctrine now imputed to him was not MM Wdmit 
offered to meet the noble and learned Lord on the other den 


= 


— 


\. 1775. „ ER 1 
1158 n that ground; and remarked, that the intended object of 
bob he language held this day, was to bring the unhappy Ame- 
icans to England to be tried, under the act of Henry VIII. 
nd have them butchered in the King's Bench. Early in the 
ebate, Lord Mansfield having ſaid, that the miniſters of the 
hurch of England were perſecuted by the Fanaticks of Bo- 
a, and other parts of New England, Lord Camden repre-, 
nee ended him very ſeverely, for uſing ſuch inflammatory lan- 


e approved of the meaſure ; that America would be tender- 
y and gently treated, if they would return to their obe- 
ence ; that he was directed by his own judgment, not by 
ord/Mansficld's ; and that he believed Lord Mansfield was 
biWcally unconnected with the preſent adminiſtration, 

The above debate Jaſted till forty minutes paſt one o'clock 

the morning; when the previous queſtion was put, Whe- 

eu er the main queſtion ſhall be now put? 


4 SG — 2 104. Not Contents 29. 
It was reſolved in the Affirmative, 
id Diſſentient, 


iſt, The previous queſtion was moved, not to prevent 
vere procceding in the addreſs, communicated at the confe- 
nce with the Commons, but in order to preſent the peti- 
ons of the North American merchants and of the Weſt In- 
n 2 merchants and planters, which petitions the Houſe might 
ject, if frivolous, or poſtpone if not urgent, as it might 
em fit to their wiſdom 3 but to hurry on the buſineſs to 
mich theſe petitions ſo materially and directly related, the 
xpreſs prayer of which was, that they might be heard before 
any reſolution may be taken by this right honourable: 
louſe reſpecting America,” to refuſe ſo much as to ſuffer 
em to be preſented, is a proceeding of the moſt unwar- 
antable nature, and directly ſubverſive of the moſt facred 
ghts of the ſubject. It is the more particularly exceptio- 
able, as a Lord in his place, at the expreſs ichire of the 
eſt India merchants, informed the Houſe, that if neceſ- 
tated ſo to do, they were ready, without counſel or farther 
reparation, inſtantly to offer evidence to prove, that ſeveral 
ands of the Weſt Indies could not be able to ſubſiſt after 
© operation of the propoſed addreſs in America, Juſtice 
regard to individuals, policy with regard to the public, 
d decorum with regard to ourſelves, required that we ſhould» 
OD petition to be preſented, By refuſing. it, juſtice 
denie „ 


? 


"1s 


I 2 2dly, Becauſe | 


obe "The Earl of Dartmouth cloſed the debate : He ſaid, that Earl of 
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241ly, Becauſe the papers laid upon our table by miniſter, 
are ſo manifeſtly defective, and ſo avowedly curtailed, tha 
we can derive frem them nothing like information of the 
true ſtate of the object on which we are going to act, or of 
the conſequences of the reſolutions which we may take, 
We ought (as we conceive) with gladneſs, to have accept. 
ed that information from the merchants, which, if it hal 
not been voluntarily offered, it was our duty. to feek: There 
is no information 8 the ſtate of our colonies (taken 
in any point of view) which the merchants are not far more 
competent to give, than governors or officers, who often 
know far leſs 'of the temper and diſpoſition, or may be mor 
diſpoſed to miſrepreſent it than the merchants. Of this 
we have a full and melancholy experience in the miſtaken 
ideas on which the fatal acts of the laſt Parliament wer 
formed. | 

3dly, Becauſe we are of opinion, That in the entering 
into a war, in which miſchief and inconvenience are great 
and certain (but the utmoſt extent of which it is impoſſible 
to foreſee) true policy requires that thoſe who are moſt like. 
ly to be immediately affected, ſhould be thoroughly ſatisfied 
of the deliberation with which it was undertaken: And we 
apprehend” that the planters, merchants, and manufacturers 
will not bear their loſſes and burthens, brought on them -by 
the propoſed civil war, the better, for our fefuſing ſo much a 
to hear them previous to our engaging in that war; nor wil 
our precipitation in reſolving, add much to the ſucceſs in 
executing any plan- that may be purſued. 

We proteſt therefore, againſt the refuſal to ſuffer ſuch pe- 
titions to be preſented, and we thus clear ourſelves to out 
country, of the diſgrace and miſchief which muſt attend 
this unconſtitutional, indecent, and improvident-proceeding, 

RicymonD, PoRTLAND, 
PonsonsBy, CAMDEN, 
ARCHER, | FirzwILLIAM, 
RockINGHAM, SCARBROUGH, 

: WycomsE, ABERGAVENNY, 
EFFINGHAM, ABINGDON, 
TorRixnGToON, Craven, 

STANHOPE, CouRTENAY, 
CRrnoLMONDELEY, T ANKERVILLE. 
Then the main queſtion was put, Whether to agree with 
the Commons in the ſaid addreſs, by inſerting the words 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
It was reſolved in the affirmative, | 
Contents, 
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of iſt, Becauſe the violent matter of this dangerous addreſs, 


te. vas highly aggravated — the violent manner, in which it 
t- vas precipitately hurried through the Houſe, Lords were 
not allowed the interpoſition of a moment's time for delibera- 
ere tion, before they were driven headlong into a declaration of 
en civil war. A conference was held with the Commons, an 
o addreſs of this importauce preſented, all extraneous infor- 
ten mation, altho' offered, poſitively refufed ; all petitions arbi- 
ore WY trarily rejected, and the whole of this moſt awful buſineſs, 
his received, debated, and concluded, in a fingle day. 
cen zdly, Becauſe no legal grounds were laid in argument or 
en in fact, to ſhew that a rebellion, properly ſo called, did 
exiſt in Maſſachuſets Bay, when the papers of the lateſt 
ing date, and from whence alone we derive our information, 
eat WY were written. The overt acts to which the ſpecies of trea- 
ible WW ſon affirmed in the addreſs ought to be applied, were not 
ke. eſtabliſhed, nor any offenders marked out: but a general 
hed Wmaſs of the act of turbulence, ſaid to be done at various 
we times and places, and of various natures, were all thrown 
ers, WW together to make out one general conſtructive treaſon : nei- 
cher was there any ſort of proof of the continuance of an 
hu unlawful force, from whence we could infer that a rebellion 
will does now exiſt. And we are the more cautious of pronaunc- 
s in Wing any part of his Majeſty's dominions, to be in actual re- 
bellion, becauſe the caſes of conſtructive treaſon under that 
 pe- branch of 25th of Edward the Third, which defcribes the 
out crime of rebellion, have been already fo far extended by the 
tend Wjudges, and the diſtinctions thereupon ſo nice and fubtle, 
that no prudent man ought to declare any ſingle perſon in 
that ſituation, without the cleareſt evidence of uncontro- 
ertible overt acts, to warrant ſuch a declaration. Much 
Jeſs ought ſo high an authority as both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, to denounce ſo ſevere a judgment againſt a conſide- 
able part of his Majeſty's ſubjects, by which his forces may 
think themſelves 5uſtified in commencing a war, without 
any further order or commiſſion. 
| 3dly, Becauſe we think that ſeveral acts of the laſt Par- 
ſiament, and ſeveral late proceedings of adminiſtration, with 
regard to the colonies, are real grievances, and juſt cauſes 
ff complaint; and we cannot, in honour or in conſcience, 
onſent to an addreſs which commends the temper by which 
proceedings ſo very intemperate have been carried on; 
nor 


tents, 
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nor can we perſuade ourſelves to authorize violent courſe, 
againſt perſons in the colonies, who have reſiſted authority, 
without at the ſame time redreſſing the grievances which 
have given but too much provocation for their behaviour, 

Athly, Becauſe we think the looſe and general aſſurance 
given by the addreſs, of future redreſs of grievances, in cafe 
of ſubmiſſion, is far from ſatisfaQory, or at all likely to pro. 
duce their end; whilft the acts complained of, continue un. 
repealed, or unamended ; and their authors remain in autho. 
rity here, becauſe theſe adviſers of all the meaſures which 
have brought on the calamities of this empire, will not be 
truſted while they defend, as juſt, neceſſary, and even in; 
dulgent, all the acts complained of as grievances, by the 
Americans; and muſt therefore, on their own principles 
be bound in future to govern the colonies in the manner, 
which has already produced ſuch fatal effects: and we 
Fear that the refuſal of this Houſe, ſo much as to receive 
previous to determination (which is the moſt offenſive mode 
of rejection) petitions from the unoffending natives of Gres 
Britain, and the Weſt India Iſlands, affords but a very dif 
couraging proſpe& of our obtaining hereafter any petitions 
at all, from thoſe whom we have declared actors in rebellion, 
or abettors of that crime. | 
+ Laſtly, Becauſe the means of enforcing the authority d 
the Britiſh legiſlature, is confined to perſons of whoſe caps 
city, for that purpoſe, from abundant experience, we hai 
reaſon to doubt; and who have hitherto uſed no effectui 
means of conciliating or of reducing thoſe who oppoſe tha 
authority: This appears in the conſtant failure of all ther 
projects, the inſufficiency of all their information, and the 
diſappointment of all the hopes, which they have for ſever 

years held out to the public. Parliament has never refuſe 
any of their propoſals, and yet our affairs have proceeded 
daily from bad to worſe, until we have been brought, fly 
by ſtep, to that ſtate of confuſion, and even civil violenct, 
which was the natural reſult of theſe defperate meaſures, 

We therefore proteſt againſt an addreſs amounting to 
declaration of war, which is founded on no proper parli 
mentary information; which was introduced by refuſing 
ſuffer the preſentation of petitions againſt it, (although it % 
the undoubted right of the ſubject to preſent the ſame) 
which followed the rejection of every mode of cv::ciliation 
which holds out no ſubſtantial offer of redreſs of grievance 
and which promiſes ſupport to thoſe miniſters who have Ul 
flamed America, and groſaly miſconducted the affairs 
Great Britain. | nT l : 

ict 
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Spencer | 
March 6. 

This day was heard a remarkable tythe cauſe. 

The caſe ſhortly was this: Two iſſues had been tried at 
the afſizes of Lincoln, to enquire what were the modes for 
collecting tythes in the pariſh of Ryſom, and whether the 
lands in queſtion, of which tythe was demanded were extra- 
parochial, or within the pariſh. The jury found for Mr. 
Chaplin, the proprietor of the land. Judge Blackſtone at- 
tended and, 2s the judge who tried the cauſe, reported the 
vidence. His opinion was, that the verdict was againſt evi- 
Lence, The clergyman, Mr. Bree, applied to the court of 
Exchequer, and obtained two orders for new trials, which 
Mr. Chaplin now complained of; and againſt theſe orders 
pppealed to the Houſe of Lords. | 

It appeared by the judge's report, and the arguments o 
ounſe}, that the appellant, Chaplin, was owner and occupier 
df all the lands in the pariſh of Ryſom in the county of 
incoln, to the amount of two thouſand acres, for which he 
paid no tythe whatever, but a ſum of money of 151.10s.129., 

| by | 


Lord Chan- As ſoon as the counſel had finiſhed the reply, the Lo 


cellor, 


ter hearing counſel ſeveral days, thought fit to order a n 


_ firſt clauſe the words were, that he granted the lands“ 
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by way of compoſition : this being conſiderably under the 
real value, the reſpondent, Bree, rector of the pariſh, exhi. 
bited his bill in the court of Exchequer, Hilary term, 176g, 
praying that the appellant might be deemed to account with 
him, according to the real and full value of the lands, 

The appellant admitted generally the allegations con, 
tained in the reſpondent's bill; but inſiſted that part of thy 
lands called Grange de Lynge, mentioned in the pleading, 
were not within the pariſh of Ryſom, being extra- parochial; 
and that an ancient compoſition real, anterior to the reign d 
Queen Elizabeth, had been made between the patron an 

arſon of the pariſh, for the yearly ſum of 151. 10s. 14d. in 
lieu and full ſatis faction of all tythes, and other eccleſiaſtici 
dues. The faid cauſe being heard before the barons of the 
Exchequer, two iſſues were directed to be tried, the firſt a 
the next Lincoln affizes, to enquire whether the lands d 
Grange de Lynge were in the pariſh of Ryſom; the ſecond 
whether there had been any compoſition real between the p 
tron and parſon, previous to the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
On the 25th and 26th of March, 1774, matters came 
to be determined before Mr. juſtice Blackſtone and two ſpe- 
cial juries, at Lincoln, when verdicts in both iſſues we 
found for the appellant, that Grange de Lynge was extra- p 
rochial ; and that there had been an ancient compoſition real, 
paid in lieu and full ſatisfaction of tythes and eccleſiaſtici 
dues. | | 

The reſpondent, looking upon himſelf to be aggrieved þ 
both verdicts, and conceiving that the Jearned judge whi 
tried the cauſe, (by his direction of the jury) was of op 
nion, that the 12 had failed in proving the affirmati 
or either of the propoſitions on which he reſted his cau 
applied for a new trial at the court of Exchequer, who, # 


trial on both iſſues, againſt which the appellant, Chapli 
appealed, | 


Chancellor obſerved, that the whole of the firſt queſtiot 
refted folely on the conſtruction of the terms, in which: ti 

nt of the goth of Henry the Eighth to Charles Brandot 
Puke of Suftolk,, of the lands in queſtion, was conceim 
— His Lordſhip recited the grant, and obſerved, that in til 


Grange de Lynge, in the county of Lyncoln, and all tk 
n in the Leräbip and pariſh of Ryfom, to he 
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arles,, &c, which, whatever conſtruction might be put 
it, ſtrongly inclined him to believe, that Grange de 
nge was in the county, and not in the pariſh of Ryſom. 
e other part of the ſaid grant, which the learned judge, 
faid, ſeemed to lay greateſt ſtreſs on in his report, ' was, 


other grange appearing to lie within the pariſh, it was ex- 
mely natural and probable, that it could be only Grange 
Lynge which was meant to be therein deſcribed z but 
re again he begged leave to differ: for, coupled almoſt 
h thoſe words, Grange de Lynge was deſcribed to be in the 
nty of Lincoln. and not in the pariſh of Ryſom; conſe- 
= he was clearly of opinion, that Grange de Lynge 
an extra-parochial place, and that the decree of the court 
Exchequer, ordering a new trial on that iſſue, ought to be 
erſed. As to the compoſition real, no evidence having 
n brought to prove that it was of more ancient date than 
year 1707; and different ſums, at ſeveral times, being 
d, one time 41. another 10l. and laſtly x51, which if an 
ent compoſition within the ſtatute, ſhould have been 
al and uniform, he was of opinion, that another trial 
ght to be had, and that of courſe the ſecond order ought 
de affirmed. His Lordſhip then returned to the woolſack, 
| put the queſtion on the reverſal of the firſt order, which 
agreed to; and having put the queſtion of affirmance 
the _ of a new trial on the ſecond iſſue, ſeveral Lords 
re riſing, 


ſaid, the preſent order, if affirmed, might be a precedent 
| with the moſt fatal conſequences to the landed intereſt 
general ; and that, ſhould ſuch a claim prevail in the pre- 
it inftance, it might at once render one half of the land- 
property in the kingdom inſecure and precarious. Here, 
ys his Lordſhip, from the year 1601, for the ſpace of 174 
a compoſition has been paid in lieu of tythes; and 
wia man, in a diſtant county, who cannot perform any 
decauſe he cannot be at the ſame time in two places, 
flex and in Lincoln, comes to demand tythes in a place 
ere there is no congregation, where there is not a church, 
Ir has been in the memory of man, and where, beſides, 
ty. prieftly functions performed are paid for to a neigh- 
uring clergyman. But however unreaſonable and inequi- 
ble ſuch a claim may be, there is ſtill ſomething infinitely 
tle, when we come to examine ſome of the circumſtances 
ing * caſe, This gentleman's father purchaſed this 
ol. | 


ere the grant mentioned all granges in ſaid pariſh, and 


E eſtate 


65 


The Lord Le Deſpencer was, however, permitted to ſpeak. 2 — 


never ſit filent in that Houſe, hear it as a doQrine 


"tid, or wiſhed mare fincerely for the preferration of ber; 


Archbiſhop 
of Canterbu- 
fd 


conſtrued, the compoſition at both periods muſt have be 
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eſtate in the year 21721, under the idea of ite being only 
cumbered with 2 payment of 151. per annum ; and a 
end of half a centyry, a claim is made which will conſid 
rably leſſen its value; and what ſtill cauſes additional agg 
vation is, that the preſent appellant and his father baye t 
— — in improving the eſtate ; ſo that a 
may his whole fortune in improvement, and be pa 
mitted to do fo, and by this doctrine it may go on from 
ther t ſari ſucceſſively for a ce and a half; and yt 
the wild or waſte is brought into a ftate of cultivation, 
fome latent, dormant elaim is ſet up, whereby the perſon | 
—_—— be at once ſtri of the fruits of their prope 
57 and induſtry. His Lordſhip, therefore, ſaid, t 
if a motion had not been already made by the noble 
learned Lord on the woolſack, he ſhould move for reverl 
both orders, but at all events he ſhould give the latter 
of it his hearty negative. | 

The Earl of Denbigh ſaid, that the principles of the R 
lation were ſtrongly in favour of juries, and that he ſhi 


to be r that the judges were to determine wht 
juries did, vr did not, perform their duty; that hi 
Let e refed he might entertain for the learned judge 
tried the cauſe, or defesence he might be willing to pay 
His opinion on matters of mere law, he ſhould never coun 
nance any thing which might ſeem ta have the moſt dif 
appearance of granting new trials on ſlight occaſions, orgi 
ing che Jadges an indifcriminate power and controul 

juries. aid no man reſpected the church more than 


ights and priveleges ; but he believed, if ſuch vexat 
ims as the preſent were {et up and purſued, the nati 
at large would; find itſelf under a neceflity of procuring 
aullum tempus law, to ſecure their property againſt the 
croachments of the church, as it had been on a recent 
cafion again thoſe of the crown. 6 4 | 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury faid, a3 g no we 
agreed with what fell from the noble Earl; and as for | 
noble Lord who ſpoke before him, he preſumed to fay, 
was miſtaken ; f peat Kane” warn which 1 . 
in 160, was of no longer ſtanding than 1707; and tof 
no further into the argument, oe — | 
compolitiqns was the fulleſt proof of the non-exiftence 
either as an antient compoſition ; becauſe, if it could, be 
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e ſame; whereas the former was 101, and the latter 1 fl. 
\e ſtrongeſt proof in the world with him, that they were 
jade according to the real value at the reſpective periods. 


at it was at another; but it was perfectly plain to 
im, that a preſcription or uſage of 60 years, from 1904, 
1967, to 1767, fatisfied his conſcience (all the other cir« 
umſtances of a bona fide purchaſe, and money expended in 
nprovement conſidered, with the total non- performance of 
ty, and abſtinence of all the functions on which the re- 
zondent could only equitably claim the tythes or eceleſiaſti- 
| dues) that the preſent compoſition was a good one, and 
jould on every principle and policy be ſuſtained by theit 


U TINI *” 


lizabeth, ſince which no compoſition could have ta- 
place, ſhould determine their Lordſhips. He therefore 
alled upon ſome noble Lord, learned in the law, to rife and 
rect the judgment of the Houſe, in a matter which ſeemed 
t preſent to be controverted. 


tid, he was aftoniſhed to hear ſuch doctrines laid down, as 
rlons conſciences being ſatisfied in direct contradiction to 
n expreſs ſtatute, He inſiſted, that any determination for- 
ed on ſuch doctrine would be monſtrous, would be iniqui- 
pus, I do not pretend to ſay, continued his Lordſhip, 
hether the compoſition contended for is not more ancient 
han the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but will any Lord in 
his Houſe, at this time of day, riſe and tell me, that a com- 
jolitton of 60 or 194 years, or even an hour later than the 
altng of the ſtatute of the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, will 
Pally or equitably defeat the intentions of that ſtatute ? 
o, I hope I ſhall never hear ſo wild, fo dangerous a doc- 
ine ſeriouſly maintained. What, my Lords, would be the 
onſequence of ſach a procedure ? Why, that we fitting 
ere in our judicial — —— ſhould, by one ſingle determi- 
lation, abrogate all the laws of the land; for if we can 
10 77 one inſtance, cannot we clearly do it in every other? 
L here is an expreſs ſtatute paſſed in the 13th year of the 
gn of Queen Elizabeth, which pofitively nuflifies and ren- 
ers ineffectual every agreement whatever made by an in- 
ment, which may injure, nay bind, his ſucceſſor; and 
- ares 


The Lord Le Dyſpencer anſwered, that it mattered very lit Lord Le 
what was the compoſition at one time, compared with Deſpencer. 


The Archbiſhop of Canterbury replied, that the queſtion Archbiſhop 
bs opinion was imply, whether the aft of the 13th of ce 


Lord Mansfield, after aſſuring the Houſe that he did not Lord Mons 
dean to give a vote, as he had not attended the two firſt days, fd. 
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are we to alter the laws of the land, becauſe from ſo 
particular inſtances we are induced to think and feel our cy 
ſciences ſatisfied ? No; if it be an hardſhip which may e 
tend in a variety of inſtances ſo as to become a real pri 
ance, let the legiſlature remedy it, let a bill be brought i 
to prevent the miſchief ; but let us not, under the appe 
rance of equity and juſtice, by a vote or determination « 
this Houſe, overthrow all law and juſtice, and by avertig 
one ——— ten thouſand others of infinitely great 
tude. | 

_ Lord Gamden cloſed the debate. He informed the Hoy 
that as he did not attend till the ſecond day, he ſhould gin 
no vote on the occaſion ; he ſhould never be the firſt thy 
would introduce ſo fatal a precedent, ſhould it ever come t 
be adopted, as giving a vote without perſonally attending 
from the beginning to the end. His Lordſhip compliments 
Lord Mansfield highly on the part he had taken, as the gs 
patron of the common law. He expatiated largely on thi 
ſentiments thrown out by the noble and learned Lord ; afte 
which he confined himſelf chiefly to two points: the fif 
to prove, that there was no compoſition; for that the ſu 
paid was always fairly equivalent to the value of the land 
even to the very laſt compoſition, in the reiga of Que 
Ann, when the lands in queſtion were rated at 104]. pe 
annum, and the compoſition was 15]; the ſecond, to fſhew, 
that whenever a nullum tempus bill ſhould paſs, reſpeRing the 
poſſeſſions of the clergy, from that inſtant there would bet 
foundation laid for ſtripping her. of her inheritance, 4 
things might be eaſily managed between the patron and in- 
cumbent, ſo as that in two ordinary ſucceſſions, the patrons, 
in whoſe gifts the livings are, might ſettle matters with thok 
who might be glad to accept them on any terms; that com- 
poſitions might be ſet up within a period of ſixty years, ſufi- 
cient to ſtrip the church of more than one half, or two third 
of the real value of the livings ſhe now poſſeſſed. 

The queſtion being put on the Lord Chancellor's motion, 
it paſſed in the affirmative, without one difſenting voice. 

"There: were ſeldom leſs than ſixty Lords: preſent, during 
the whole time of hearing this cauſe, and ſixteen or cigh- 
teen biſhops. ] | | 

March 15. 


Second reading of the New England reſtraining bill. Thi 
bill was brought up from the Commons on the gth, and im- 
mediately read the furſt time, when there was no , 
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The Marquis of Rockingham preſented the following pe- 


tition againſt the bill. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
| Parliament aſſembled. | 


The Petition of the Merchants, Traders, and others of the 

City of London, intereſted in the American commerce, 

Humbly ſheweth, | 

That your petitioners are deeply concerned to find that 
there is now depending before this right honourable Houſe, 
a bill to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the province of 
Maſſachuſets Bay, and New Hampſhire, and colonies of Con- 
necticut and Rhode Ifland, and Providence Plantation in 
North America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſn 
Illands in the Weſt Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provinces 
and colonies from — on any fiſhery on the banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein to be mentioned, un- 
der certain reſtrictions, and for a time to be limitted. 

Vour petitioners beg leave to repreſent, that the ſaid bill, 
ſhould it paſs into a law, will, in its operation, deprive thou- 
ſands of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects of their actual ſubſi- 
ſence, and reduce them to extreme diftreſs, even that of fa- 
mine, the ſaid proyinces not generally raiſing corn ſufficient 
for their own ſupport; and by this bill they will be pre- 
vented from receiving any ſupplies from their ſiſter colonies, 
and precluded from their natural reſource—the ſea. 

Your petitioners have reaſon to believe, that very 
numbers of men, bred -and employed in the fiſheries, who in 
hardineſs and intrepidity are not exceeded by any in this ex- 
tenſive empire, will be impelled, by the prefling calls of hun- 

and want, and a juſt — Gs their violated rights, to 
uch a conduct as may be productive of devaſtation and blood- 
ſhed, which may endanger the peace and welfare of his Ma- 
jeſty's American dominions ; or be induced to employ them- 
ſelves in fiſhing for the French, and thereby give our rivals 
the means of ſupplying the markets in Europe, which will 
render it difficult for us ever to regain that valuable branch of 
commerce, Frm | | 
- Your petitioners beg leave further to repreſent, that there 
is now due from the ſaid provinces and colonies, to the city 
of London only, one million ſterling and upwards ; that theic 
remittances are almoſt entirely made by means of the fiſhe- 
Ties, and conſequently the ruin brought on thoſe colonies 
will deeply injure. the commercial intereſt of Great Britain, 
and ultimately fall on the landed property of theſe kingdoms. 
That among the other grievances of which our fellow ſub- 


jects 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1718 
jects in Artietica fo generally complain, is their being depriy. 
05 trial by jury in particular caſes, and the 1 <a 
Juriſdiction of cha-rehadradey courts ; which grievances your 
titioners, with much concern, find are not only continued, 
t extended by the preſent bill; and they think it their duty 
22 it as their firm opinion to this right honourable 
Houſe, that the diſquietudes which univerſally prevail in the 
minds df their fellow ſubjects in America, will be increaſe 
and confirmed by this bill, which is unjuſt, as they conceive, 
becauſe it involves the puniſhment of thoſe who are allowel 
to be innocent, with thoſe who are ſuppoſed to be guilty, 
and that theſe difquietudes will never be removed, unleſs le. 
nent meaſures ate purſued, and their grievances redreſſed. 

Vour petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, that the fail 
bill may not paſs into a law. | 
The houſe after ſome debate agreed to read the bill, and 
then to call witneſſes. | 
Mr. Seth ns, maſter of a trading veſſel, was the firf 
witneſs called. He faid that the inhabitants of the iſland of 
— Nantucket conſiſt of about fix or feven thouſand ſouls, moſtly 
Quakers; that their whole employment was in fiſhing on the 
banks of Newfoundland, and in the whale fiſhery ; that they 
generally fitted out 32 fail of ſhips annually, navigated by 
2400 ſeamen; the average produce of the cargoes at market 
was about 9o, oool. that the veſſels were moſtly built in 
America, which found the timber, the maſts and the iron, 
all the other materials being the produce of Great Britain, 
beſides the fiſhing tackling, nets, &c. that they had their provi 
ſions from the continent, which being cut off by the preſent 
bill, muſt periſh with famine, from two cauſes equilly 
inevitable, being deprived at — —— of = _ of 
purchaſing or procurin iſions, ha the libe to 
to do, or of the — had they the Rn of paying i 
them; that the New-England provinces produced a ſufficient 
quantity of proviſions for their own conſumption, except in 
the article of bread corn; that they had wheat flour, and In- 
dian corn from the more ſouthern provinces of New Fort; 
Penſylvania, &c. that if they ſhould be cut off from thoſe 
fupplies, the certain effects of ſuch a profibition muſk be! 
famine 3 thut they are in no habit of eultivating their land, 
ſo as to taĩſe corn ſufficient for ſome years for their ſupport, 
nor, with their greateſt efforts of induſtry, ebuld they be abe 
to raiſe a ſubſtitute, ſuch as potatoes, & c. in the place of com 
| ſufficient to prevent u ſamine; and, that He was well con- 
vinced, that no temptation would induce them to ſettle in 
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Nova Scotia, or about Halifax, as they believe it to be a mi- ; 
ltary government. ref $9651 WR 
"Mr. Brook Watſon, an American merchant, was the next Mr. Bre 
perſon examined. He ſaid, that he went to America in the A. 
year 1764, with an intention of —_— every poſſible in- 
formation relative to the Rate of the trade and commerce of 
that country, and after the moſt laborious reſearches and 
careful inveſtigations, he found it to be of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence, and daily on the increaſe ; that among the firſt im- 
portant branches of their commerce, he diſcovered the fiſhe 
to be one, continually employing 6000 ſeamen and 150 ſail 
of veſſels, befides the numbers employed to carry the cod, Ny 
whale fins, blubber, oil, &c. to the ſeveral European mar- 
kets, He then entered into a long detail, enumerating the 
ſeveral articles juſt mentioned, the places where they were diſ- 
poſed of, and the various great and important benefits derived to 
the mother country, where the whole at laſt centred. He 


of WH fiated that the amount of the fiſhery, or the net proceeds at 
of WH the Weſt Indian, Portugueſe, Italian, and Spaniſh: markets, 
mM Me about — per annum, on an average; and he be- 
lieved it to be conſiderably increaſed fince he made his com- 
ey putation. He further informed the Houſe, that the amount 
of the exports to America, at that period was about 2, 700, oool. 
per annum; and that he believed it was ſince very conſide- 


rably increaſed. He obſerved, that the general entries at the 
cuſtom-houſe are uſually very erroneous ; and being aſked 
bow he could pretend to ſpeak with ſuch accuracy upon the 
ſubject, he anſwered, that at the time of the repeal of the 
ſtamp · act, the committee of merchants agreed to put in un- 
hened papers into a box, ſtating the amount of their reſpec· 
tive exports ; and that upon examination, thoſe papers fur- 
ihed the round ſum of 2,610,0001. He was then preſſed to. 
declare, if all the ſuppoſed hardſhips and ſevere conſequences 
ireaded from the bill might not be eaſily prevented by the 
people on whom this bill was intended to operate. He faid, 


t in 

he had liberty to ſpeak his ſentiments, he was ready to 
— eply, Being deſired to proceed, he ſaid, in the inſtance now 
vole fare the Houſe, the very reverſe was known to be the caſe; 


de r here are 5000 perſons doomed to ftarve for. want of pro- 
nd; iP ions, or the means of paying for them if they had them, 
oft; WP""thout any imputed fault — of diſobedience whatſoever 
able E>eretore, ſays he, I think that thoſe people at leaſt cannot, 
om any act of their own, prevent the ruin and deſtrustion 2 
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Meſirs. Liſ- Meſſrs. Liſter and Davis, two merchants of Poole to New. 
- ay De- fgundland, were next ſeverally examined. Their evidence 
went to prove, that there are, upon an average, about 
6,000 tons of ſhipping employed in that fiſhery, beſides ſhal. 
ops; that out of that number, Poole and Dartmouth ſupply 
about two-thirds, and that they are managed in the propor. 
tion of 100 men to a veſſ®l of 200 tons, or one man to 
7 two ton; that thoſe crews conſiſt generally of 12 able 
1 ſeamen, and 88 paſſengers; that to every four ſeamen they 
are obliged to carry out a green man, that is, to make 
a man unuſed to the ſea learn to work the ſhip, row, &c, 
that the whole number employed is about 20,000 perſons, and 
the net produce of cargoes at market about 500,000], that if 
a total prohibition took place, ſo as intirely and perpetu- 
| ally to exclude the- New-Englanders, Great Britain would 
| almoſt this year, and ever after, be enabled entirely to ſupply 
| the European markets ; that this would be much more ad- 
vantageous to the mother-country, as it would occaſion an 
encreaſe of ſeamen, fit to man our fleets on any emergency, 
which could not be the caſe in either event, were the New 
England fiſhery continued ; for, in the firſt _ the pro- 
firs never centered here, nor did their fiſhery ſcarcely afford a 
fingle ſeaman in time of war, as they were exempted by aft 
of Parliament from the preſs. They added beſides, that 
France could never come in competition with us, as they had 
neither the means of curing the fiſh when catched, nor the 
mode of fitting it for the foreign markets ; that the ſpecies 
of fiſh now fold in Spain was moſtly cured by the Ameti- 
cans, but that the Britiſh fiſhery could ſoon ſupply that 
market; and that on the whole, France hardly caught fi 
enough to anſwer their own comſumption. For the reaſon 
before aſſigned, they ſaid France never would be able to ex- 
tend their fiſhery, namely, the want of room to cure and 

dry their fiſh. "BF © | | 
Admiral Admiral Shuldham was next examined. He confirmed the 
Shuldbam. | teſtimony of the laſt two witneſſes in many particulars, He 
faid, the numbers were about twenty thouſand employed q and 
that for the ſeveral reaſons enumerated by the two precedi 
witneſſes, it would be better, for every reaſon of policy pe 
commerce, to encreaſe our trade, and ſtrengthen our nav 
to reſerve that branch of it entirely to the inhabitants d 

5 Great Britain and Ireland. cg. 95h 
Sir es le was followed in the ſame ſentiments by Sir Hugh Pa 
Fal- liſer, at that time, comptroller of the navy, who _ che” © 
New England people did the Britiſh fiſhery a great — ny 
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hurt in many feſpects; that they debauched our ſeamen, car- 
ried on an illicit trade with the French at St. Pierre and Mi- 
quelon, French commodities purchaſed at 
thoſe places into the American continent; that they ſuppli- 
4 the French in return with the: neceſſaries of fubſiſtence, 
without which ſupply, he. doubted, whether the French 
would ever have been able to carry on their fiſheries” to any 
extent; that they . French alſo with the imple- 
ments of — all the different means of carrying it 
on; and that he believed, had it not been for this Micit 
xreſpondence, and the various means it furniſhed, which 
£ —— all in his power to prevent, the French muſt 
ve been obliged to abandon all thouggts of eftabliſhiig 
| y fiſhery'or. ſertlement- on Newfoundland. He ſtated the 
mbers employed in 1768, the laft year of his being on 


dents: on the iſland, and 2000- gren- men, or land- men 
aſtructed in the art of navigation. The groſs number agree 
pretty nearly with the Poole merchants account, but it was 
yident it made no more than two thirds of the number ſta- 
ed by thoſe gentlemen, if the green - men were included in 
ie paſſengers. Thoſe nayal officers likewiſe aſſerted; that 
at they could not get any ſeamen out of the New- England 
fſels; and if they could, they would not chuſe it, as th 
ere not fit'for their purpoſe; and that on the other hand, 
he Britiſh ſeamen employed in the fiſhery were the very 
|, thoſeemployed in the coal trade only excepted, 

- Adjourned to next day, 1! 

The Earl of Dartmouth moved to commit the bill, 


ordſhip aſſerted that the 
roughout; that the principle which pervaded it, and the 
eans of putting it in execution, had one merit, that of con- 
eney; and that from the ſame motive, he ſhould heartily: 


t to trouble their Lordſhips in any future ſtage of the bill, or 
haps at all on the ſame ſubject, duri | 
de ſefion, for which reaſon he wi and ' hoped for their 
dulgence- on the preſent occaſion, He deſired to 

at the preſent bill, and every other framed on the ſame 


ly by the moſt flagrant acts of cruelty and oppreſſion, muſt 
ever continue to meet with his ſtrongeſt dif tion. 
ter examining the general principle of the bill, which he 
Vor. II, th L | ſtrongly 


bat ſtation, to de 5000 ſeamen, beco paſſengers; 10,000 = 


The Marquis of Rechinghem oppoſed” the mation. His Marquis of 
l was oppreflive and tyrannical Rectingbeme 


ſent to wn tr be or of its contents. He ſaid, he meant 


the'continuance - of 


nciple, and directed to the ſame object, to be attained * 
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means devided for n exactly reſem- 

bled the mode aflopted by M Rozen, King James the 
Secand's: French General in Ireland, in order to reduce the 

. rebelliqus. ditizens and other defenders. of | Londonderry, 
They, brave men, as the Americans are now, were tiled 
traitors and rebels; and they, as well as our rebellious ſubs 

jects in America, were to be into compliance; that is, 

the means emp] — to be juſtified by the — of 

the. cauſe;,. He then read an order from Rozen, for obliging 

the gamiſon of Derry to ſubmit, which was to collect the 
wives, children, and 23 of the garriſon, to drive 

them under the walls of the town, there to periſh in the pre- 

ſence of their p huſbands, and other relations; ard if 

they offered to teturn, to ſue on them and maſſacre them; 
added his Lordſhip, weak, 'infatuated, and bigoted a 

: at-Prince-was, bis heatt revolted at ſuch a horrid expedient 
. of ſublluing his enemies; for as ſoon as it reached his know. 
he immediately countermanded the barbarous order, 

left. the innocent and inoffending to their liberty, The 

— py — — —— the pages might have 

. avoided nd prevent rbarous p » by ſubmitting} 

ſo we fo de told in the courſe of this day's yea. 

the rebels of America. His Lordſhip then entered into 4 
comparative view of the trade of America at different peri- 
ods ; and that of New-England. in particular, He quoted 
from the papers lying on the table, that the amount of the 
exports in the year 1704 amounted to no more than 70, 000, 
per annum; in half a century, in the year 1754, it wa 
180, ocol; about the time of the repeal of the ſtamp- act, l 
11764, it was nearly 400, oool ; and within the laſt ten years, . 
had ſo prodigiouſly encreaſed, as to amount to 7 or Boo, oool. 
This encreaſe has extended itſelf, he was well affured, 
in pretty nearly the ſame proportion to all the other colonies 
and it appeared by a gentleman who gave evidence at the 
bar [Mr. Watſon] that the amount of total exports in the 
Taft mentioned period, was above 2,600,000l. - His Lord{hy 
ſaid, he could not help remarking the agreement there was bs 
tweenthatgentleman's account, and the one on the table, which 
made the exports to all America in 1764 about 2, 700, od 
His. Lordſhip dwelt a conſiderable time on the ſtrangt, 
mutilated; imperfeR accounts laid by the King's ſervants be- 
fore Parliament; and particularly relative to a letter wilt 
ten by Lord Dunmore, giving an account of the then ſal 
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„„ Virginia, dated ſome day in December, in which he vmits 

s to take the leaſt notice of the aſſociation and declaration * 

\- WH cntered into by the army under his command early in the 

bs receding November. It was impoſſible, he ſaid, that his 

| rdſhip could be ignorant of ſo important a fact, which 

þ happened on the ſpot ; but were that eyen'ſo, a paper which 

ve beld in his hand, made it clear, that his Lordſhip could 

be at leaſt no ſtranger to its being publiſhed at Williamſ- 

4 burgh in Virginia, the ſeat of his rnment, two days 
receding the date of his diſpatch. Perhaps it might have 

ng p Ie h 

been a ſpurious account, and as ſuch his Lordſhip could 

\« ot have taken notice it; but if that were the caſe, he 

». {ould be obliged to ſome noble Lord in adminiſtration to 

eie and tell him ſo, otherwiſe he muſt continue to think that 

be proceeding of the noble Governor was not to be ac- 

1 ounted for, conſiſtent with his duty, or at leaſt with the du- 

* of thoſe, who, having better information, org, proper 

+ 2 bold it back. The noble Marquis concluded his ſpeech 

uh with a general diſapprobation of all the meaſures purſued 


elative to America, ſince the repeal of the ſtamp- act; 
and predicted that an uſeful and conſtitutional agreement in 


= 


entiments, and à cordial. reciprocity of intereſts, would ne- 

er take place between them and the mother country, till the 
ame principles were once more recurred to, and ſimilar mea- 
ures adopte. 4 12 851 

The Earl of Carlifle was ſurprized that the noble Mar- Bari of 
quis could poſſibly. conceive, the bill was either intended, or Carlife. 
ould be ſuppoſed to operate in the manner he affected to 
hink it would ; no ſuch thing being meant, no ſuch thing 
ould take place, The preſent was not a queſtion: about 
axation; it was not involved in difficulty, but ſimply, 
ol. Wether we were juſtified in employing the moſt lenient 
ed, ethode of bringing America back to obedience and a pro- 
-) 
t 
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er ſenſe of her duty. The bill was not formed on the 
arrow views of loading her with taxes, or for the ſake of 
the WP paltry revenue. He believed the miniſtry had no deſign of 
being her into any ſuch conceſſion; if they had, he was 
be ertain that neither he, nor many of the other Lords wha 
ich ended to vote for the meaſure, had any ſuch deſire. 
de Duke of Manchefer condemned the bill, as involv- Pike „f 
ein its conſequences the guilty and innocent in the ſame 24,,.;,g., 
be niſhment, It was a new kind of logie to him to bear it 
n- ntended, that the bill was not oppreſſive, cruel; or unjuſt, 
uu reſpect of the inhabitants of Nantucket; becauſe, be 
ir conduct what it may, they were ſure to be puniſhed, 

| | L 2 Whether 
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becher der are obedient or diſobedient, their fate is u 
be the ſame ; and what, ſays his Grace, is their mode of re. 
lief) Why, after peace and obedience, which by the bye, » 
far as relates to them, has never been violated or departel 
ds hall be reſtored for one month and that the fame ſwul 
certified by the cuftom-bouſe officers, then the pain 
penalties. inflifted by this bill are to ceaſe. Now, wha 
—— Fader gar hp eatfeotny at leaſt d 
cers are; when we —2 hl — 
an t KR and the mean paſſions they are 

rally _—_ by, we may readily conclade what d 
favour, indulgence, or juſtice, the inhabitants of IT 
ket are to receive at the hands of fuch men; — ind 
feveral ſtations, beſides, are to ſhare among them the penaltin 
and forfeitures to be recovered under this act. It is ſaid 
chat there are live ſtock on the iſland; and it is contended, 
that New-England has a plentiful ſupply of proviſions with 
in itſelf; became, during the la war, large plc wen 
from thence for the ufe of the army and 
this latter mode of reaſoniag, we might as well fup 
that becauſe large quantities of tobacco are annually exportel 
from the city of Glaſgow, we ſhould therefore conclude, — 
_ grows'in the neighbourhood of that town; and, by the for 
- whe that beaauſe there were provifiods fufficient in New 
England, the —— of Nantucket, deprived of the on 
fait means of- procuring it at market, might obtain it by n. 
ping and injuſtice, His Grace 1 

nifeſt tyranny and oppreſſion. of the bill in other reſpecis, pu 
ticularly as it would affect the pr of our — 
whocould not be ſuppoſed tohave had any hand in theoutraga 
— birth ts it, or ta that —. ſpirit of reſiſtana 
obedience it was intended to ſubdue. He proteſted 
— he came with no prejudices ot party views wh 
ever into the Houſe; that he had laborinuſſy endeavoured i 
every conneQion, to banifl Gitin ion, to for 
t all that had hitherto paſſed, and contemplate the bill m 
y as it came before him ; nevertheleſs, upon. the full 
deen, and moſt impartial conſideration, in his opim 
on, _it carried in de very face of it euery appearance of a mol 
ics oppreſſive, and perſecuting ſpirit, from which, cot 
 Kquenees of —ͤ—ͤ—ö ' were: to bo feared; ſu 
eonchuded he, the military force. ſeas to reduce thoſe injue 
people: may be n home: in the deſtruction. of of 
own liberties; and by the n 
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:tence and ſucceſs, there are, I fear, fome perſons of 

eight and influence who would chearfully adopt and afi- 
uouſly labour to put ſuch a deſign in execution. „ 

The Earl of Denbigh roſe, to correct à miſtake Which the I 4 
oble Duke fell into, relative to the inhabitants of Nantucket, P*bigh+ 
y informing him, that the bill was not correctly printed from 
he copy; 1757 that in the ingroſſed bill every thing which had 
xc leaſt appearance of ſeverity was provided againſt. As to 

e certificate required from the cuſtom-houſe officers, he faid, 

t proceeded from a miſapprehenſion of the noble Dake, 
xr the application was to be made to the Governot of the 
laſſachuſets Bay, not to the cuſtom-houſe officers. His 
ordſhip then diſclaimed the imputation thrown out by the 
ble Duke on adminiſtration, ſo far as it might be ſuppoſed 
o affect himſelf, and was certain, he faid, that he might 

ſwer with juſtice, that no one member of it ever barbouret 

h a t. 

The Duke of Manchefter anſwered, that the claufe reſpect- Duke of 
xg Nantucket, however conftrued, could extend no further . 
han to the whale-fiſhery z for it ſtill left all, but thoſe em- 
loyed in that fiſhery, to ſtarve without employment or bread. 
je ſtill maintained what he aſſerted, reipecting the mode of 
pplication to the cuſtom-houſe officers, ſo far as it related to 
xe colonies of Connecticut and Rhode [fland, and Provi- 

nce Plantation. His Grace then read the clauſe out of the 
ul, „If it ſhall be proved to the ſaid governor and comman- 

r in chief, and council of Maſſachatets Bay, by the teſti- 
any of the officers of his Majeſty's cuſtoms,” &c, The 
dble Duke then exculpated his Lordſhip from the moſt dif- 
ant ſuſpicion that he would concur in any defign to enſtave 
is country, were he firſt miniſter, 

"The Earl of Denbigh thanked his Grace for the good opi- Earl of 
ion he entertained of him; but if his inſinuations were di. P 
ted at à noble Lord who preſided at the head of the finan- 

es, he begged leave to aſſure him he was miſtaken, for he had 

nown that noble. Lord Lord North] from his early youth; 

icy had been bred up. z he was perſettly acyvaint- 

L with bis diſpoſition and: fentiments ; and by a knowledge 

bus founded and acquired, he could venture to aſfam, with 

© fulleſt confidence; that there was not à noble Lord in that 

louſe, however zealous, would be further from entering ineo, 
co-operating in, any defign- for overturning the liberties of 

is country, than he would, Me therefore wiſhed: thay the 

le Duke would explain biaſfslf ; for however flattering or 

ng his Grace's ſentiments might bs reſpecting 0 
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| it took off entirely from the pleaſure it would otherwiſe ca 

- while it was founded in an infinuation againſt another, 

given at his expence. ES x 

The Duke of Manchefter roſe again, and aſſured his L 

ſhip, that he had no intention of directly alluding to the noi 

Lord, who had, unintentionally in him, been the ſubje&g 
converſation. | K 

Lord vi. The Lord Viſcount Dudley obſerved, that the whole | 

count Dud- of the evidence given the preceding day, at their Lordſhip 

ky _ bar, had a direct contrary effect upon him from that propel 

by thoſe who combated the bill; for he thought when the 

.tereſts.of this country, the manning of our navy, the incred 

-of our ſeamen, and the employment of our-own people, cant 

in competition with the pretended hardſhips and ſeverities 

the bill, he not only thought that it ſhould receive the app 

" bation of the houſe on the ground it was taken up on, 

that it ought to be made perpetual, in order to ſecure for en 

cso this country fo valuable and important a branch of cot 

merce. The (colonies were at preſent ſpared, by the leni 

and mildneſs of adminiſtration, who might carry fire 

ford throughout the whole continent of America. He fai 

he totally differed from the noble Marquis, as to the conc] 

Hons he drew from the comparative ſtate of the evidence d 

Mr. Watſon, and its ſuppoſed agreement with that now: 

their Lorſhip's table, relative to the exports to Americai 

1764, as he thought them both equally erroneous. The wi 

neſs ſaid, that the entries at the cuſtom-houſe are gen 

more by one-third than the goods really ſhipped ; and that 

and the reſt of his brethren, put into a box unſigned pape 

containing an account of what each of them exported, M 

any noble Lord in this Houſe affirm that there could be 

accuracy in ſuch a mode, whereby every man was at liberty i 

ſet down any quantity he thought proper, without a poſh 

lity of detection. If ſuch be the information this Houſe is! 

be guided by, I am certain that no reliance ought to be | 

on it; and that it proves only one thing, that both accou 

ought equally to be rejected. He ſaid, two of the noble Le 

who ſpoke oa the other ſide, ſeemed much to lament, and f Med 

greatly for the diſtreſſes of the Americans; but ſaid not eat 

Fella e of the preſent; miſeries of our own manufacturer 

home, who were, daily diſmiſſed for want of employment; © 

whoſe ſufferings would, be feared, if not prevented by ti 

bill; or ſome other of the fame nature, become intoleral 

For his part, he lived in the neighbourhood of one of 

greateſt manufacturing towns. in the kingdom ¶ Birmingiageri 


Duke of - 
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I there the ſtate of trade, and the want of work was ſuch, * _. 
at ſhould it continue much longer, the moſt dreadful con- 
zwences were juſtly to be dreaded. | 
ord Camden. I have ſo often troubled your Lordſhips on Lord c- 
ſubje& of America, that on every new occaſion of ſpeak- 4. 
+ to it, I riſe with great unwillingneſs and reluQance to 
roach on your Lordſhips attention; and indeed, I feel 
ſelf not a little wearied with the fruitleſs efforts I have 
iformly made fince this buſineſs has been in agitation. 
opinion, on the rights of England, and the rights of 
erica is well known. I firſt formed it on the cleareſt 
viction, and it continues the ſame to this day. This 
nion I have uniformly maintained; but the great and cer- 
majorities in both Houſes of Parliament, and the great 
bers, for I admit\ there are ſuch, perhaps the majority 
hout doors, | differing from thoſe opinions, and overbear- 
+ with a high and powerful hand our feeble efforts, have 
ol ied me into deſpair of. obtaining any thing in this 
ſion, or on this ſubject, by argument or debate: and 1 
uld not now give your Lordſhips this trouble, but from a 
ſideration of the duty in which I ftand, as a member of 
Houſe, to interpoſe my endeavours towards the vindi- 
jon of juſtice, and the ſervice of my country. For this 
poſe, and in this debate, it will not be neceſſary to go in- 
the ſeveral clauſes of the bill with a minute exaQneſs. It 
I] be ſufficient for your Lordſhips to conſider the general 
ure and character of the bill, to advert to its operation 
tendency, and to eſtimate its fitneſs and its wiſdom, by 
qualities that ſliall be diſcovered in its nature and cha- 
der, and by the conſequences that are to reſult from it. 
his bill, my Lords, is held out to us in various lights, and 
der various characters. It is ſometimes deſcribed to us as a bill 
trade and commercial regulation, to regulate and reſtrain . 
rth American commerce, and in fo doing to ſtrengthen and 
reaſe the commercial intereſt of this country. At other 
es we are told it is a bill of political operation; that it is 
enereaſe our maritime power by augmenting the Britiſh 
ery at Newfoundland; and it is moſt induſtriouſly incul- 
d by official ¶Ld. Sandwich] authority, that the fiſhery of 
eat Britain and Ireland there, is the great, and perhaps the 
7 ſource of our marine. We are told y ſome, that this is a 
of firmneſs and of vigour, to fill up the meaſure of juſtice, 
to inſſict condign puniſhment on the. obſtinate and rebelli- 
coloniſts ; but other of your Lordſhips informs us, that it 
bill of mercy and clemency, kind and indulgent to the 
gericans, calculated to ſoothe their minds, and to favour 
| and 
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and aſſiſt their intereſt; But my Lords, the true charaQterg 
the bill ia violent and hoſtile, Lords, it is a bill of wy 
it draws the ſword, and in its neceſſary confequences plung 
the empire into oivil and unnatural war. This, my Lords, 
- the true deſcription of the bill; and the various contradia, 
opininns on it, which Þ have already ſtated, will be found 
your Lardfhips,————--when you confider this ſubje 
with: due attention, not only contradicted by themfelves, | 
by che truth and rraſon of things. Pbe evidence yeſterds 


—ů A 20 bar, was anxiouſly examined, w_—_— 
ial effects of the bill to this country, in & 
commercial and palitical character; but when your Lordfhi 
recollaft the perſons who: appeared at your bar, to deci 
paints of ſuch. importance and ſuch magnitude, you w 
regjott, with due contempt,. their petty and intereſted tefi 
A Mr. Lyfter, of Poole, and a Captain Davis, we 
oat pr ore Lordfhips in the political 1 of Gre 
Britain America. Mr. Lyſter,, of Poole, was to 0 
vine your Lordfhups,. that the profits of the commerce 
America did not enrich this county; and Mr. Lyſter, 
Poole, and his brother-politician,. were to ſatisfy the legil 
turd of this y, that the utter deftryRion of Americ 
trade would Kreagtben the navy, and invigotate the Dari 
of England I and from their redoubtable teſtimony we we 
to believe, that the — hy preſtnt carried on by Ne 
Hagland; might be ſupplied and continued by a ſufficie 
number oſ men and ſhips from Great Britain and Irelan 
that foreign markets ſhould ſtill be amply furniſhed ; 
that five: or” fix. hundzed thouſand pounds, the value of 
North American fiſhery, ſhould be continued, if not 
creaſed, tu this country, by our efforts, indep 
of them Why, my Lords, or how? Becauſe Mr. Lyſter, 
Poole, and his friend Captain Davis, were to gain two! 
three hundred pounds a year by the operation of this bi 
Your Lordſbips: ſee-the frivolous and contemptible nature 
ſuch evidence. The narrow and intereſted minds of ut 
men are totally unfit! for ſuch mighty diſcuſſions, The 
Iuatle di ſtorted ſcale of underftanding cannot comprize, 
ceaprehend:the: policy of nations; but a noble Lord, att 
head of 2 naval department, NA fupports this bill, 
cauſe, in his opinion alſo, it is to derive prodigious adv vi 
tages to our navy. I do not wonder at the noble Lord's e 
ing every idea which ſeems to have that tendency ; bil 
that theſe advantages to our navy, ſo content 
and hoped for, even if they were proved, ate to be deeil 


uments to your Lordſhips to commit this bill, Though 
navy were to receive the addition of five hundred ſea- 
n, or five thouſand, I cannot think with the noble Lord, 
t we are therefore merely to give effect to a meaſure, 
ich involves the fatal ruinous conſequences that I ſhall 
e the honour of ſubmitting to your Lordſhips. But, 
Lords, it is much relied on, that our general trade 
not ſuffer, nor diminiſh, by the particular reſtrictions 
poſed on our American fiſhery by this bill, My Lords, 
is a queſtion of the moſt doubtful and dangerous 
re, and requires the moſt circumſpe& attention from 
r Lordſhips. The benefits of trade we know are infinite, 
the danger of tampering with it, is in proportion. 
jen we conſider its circuity, the various lines it forms, 
the many channels ana which its ſeveral ſtreams 
to a common center, we ſhall find it is eaſy to diſturb, 
moſt difficult to reſtore, the complicated arrangement. 
ſources are ſo ſubtile, and the complication ſo intri- 
that theſe golden ſtreams, if once diſturbed, may be 
overably loſt, and may imperceptibly glide into chan- 
the moſt hoſtile and pernicious, But, it has been 
rved and argued, that in this great queſtion, trade is 
ondary conſideration ; that it is ſubordinate t$ the 
t diſcuſſions of polity involved in this argument. We 
hen to underſtand that this is the ſtate of the queſtion; 
to maintain a legiſlative power over America, is the pri- 
„ the ſole, and the neceſſary object; for the attainment. 
phich, and for the reduction of the colonies to an unli- 
d obedience, all conſiderations of the benefits of trade, 
hey what they may, and of the ruinous miſchiefs of 
ols, be they however certain and fatal, are to be ſuſ- 
ded ; that we are to contend through every hazard, and 
glect of every other, for this grand object, the eſtabliſn- 
of ſupreme dominion, Voluntas pro imperio. I wiſh, 
Lords, to bring the argumeat to its true grounds ; to 
> the queſtion on its proper baſis; and then to ſubmit to 
Lordſhips whether, on the real ſtate of it, your wiſdom 
equity will, for ſuch an obje& and in excluſion of all 
„ entail on your country ſuch calamities as I maintain 
reſult from this bill, the calamities of civil war. Be- 
wiſe and good men draw the ſword, they conſider whe- . 


cable, and neceſſary. Unleſs the war, which this 


ot be imagined that your Lordſhips will give your ſanc- 
oT. II. M tion 


the war in which they are going to engage be juſt, 


ure muſt produce, be found to have theſe qualities, it 


9 
8 | 
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tion to it. The conſideration of the juſtice of the meaſu 
contended for, will bring your Lordſhips to the origin 
cauſe of contention, Taxation. As to the right of taxiy 
America, my ideas on that ſubject muſt ever continue th 
ſame ; though I am not now to give them to your Eo 
ſhips. - I am tongue-tied on that queſtion. It is nowe 
acted law, and is not at preſent, nor on this occaſion, to 
brought into debate, But the exerciſe of that right, 
may always fully examine into. Now, my Lords, I m 
humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that we have attempt 
the exerciſe of this right of taxation, as ſome of your Lo 
ſhips are pleaſed to call it, moſt unwarrantably, and py 
ſued it moſt unwiſely, as the events have proved. An Et 
India-ſhip, freighted with tea, goes to Boſton, A mob, a 
a very inconſiderable mob, deſtroy it. No requiſition is ma 
for ſatisfaction, which would have been given: no ſtey 
taken towards accommodation, which would have been t 
feed ; no enquiry is inftituted into the tranſaction; 
you proceed, without hearing the parties, without diſtingul 
1ng the innocent from the guilty, or examining whether a 
were guilty at all, you proceed to block up their harboy 
ſtroy their tade, and reduce the whole country to the det 

eſt diſtreſs. And for what, my Lords? For a tranſafti 
which every American diſclaimed, and none have attempt 
to juſtify, Purſuing the ſame ſpirit, you arbitrarily in 
duce a total change into their conſtitution. You vich 
their charter-rights of chufing their own council, tht 
own aſſembly, and their magiſtrates ; and inveſt the goven 
with theſe privileges. You rivet the dependence of tit 
judges, by making them removeable at pleaſure. You pat 
their juries, by a bene placito ſheriff, And thus, my Loo 
are annihilated all the ſecurities of their freedom and hay 
neſs. In criminal matters, the tyrannical ſtatute of Hen 
the Eighth is revived, and the moſt oppreſſive partiality 
eſtabliſhed, If an Ametican kills an Engtiſhman, be 
dragged hither, far from his neighbours, his friends, 
witneſſes; from all poſſibility of vindicating his innocent 
If an Engliſhman kills an American, be is brought home 
his own country, to be tried with all advantages, and wi 
out teſtimony or circumſtances to prove his guilt. 
my Lords, are part of the opprefions you have accumulil 
on America; and to repel them, the Americans have uni 
their counſels and their valour ; and, my Lords, I" 
maintain that they are juſtiſied in their union. But, 
Lords, ſome ideas are moſt induſtriouſſy circulated, extoil 
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the legiſlature muſt be obeyed, be they what they may; 


ucker, dean of Glouceſter] preaches theſe unlimited doc- 


t the author, [ Doctor Johnſon, ] ſpeaks the ſame lan- 


diouſly endeavouring to enforce the ſame principles. 
t, my Lords, I have learned other principles and other 


| the Third. Mr. Locke wrote his Book on Govern- 
et in defence of King William's title to the crown; and 
u r. Locke proves, in that ineſtimable treatiſe, - that the peo- 


are juſtified in reſiſtance to tyranny ; whether it be tyran- 


e the Legiſlature, are inveſted with that power for the 
dd of the whole. We are truſtees, and can exerciſe our 
ers, only in execution of the great truſt repoſed in us. 
hat, my — if both Houſes of Parliament, with the 
currence of the King, if you will, ſhould propoſe to ſur- 
der the deareſt rights = 

caſe lately happened in Denmark, almoſt before our 
„ and formerly in our own hiſtory, in the time of Henry 
Eighth, when parliament voted that his proclamation 
duld be equivalent to law; in ſuch caſes, are not the peo- 
juſtified in reſiſting ? Theſe, my Lords, are the conſtitu- 


* doctrines which eſtabliſh the preſent famil y on the throne. 
” title ſtands on this ſolid rock, the principles of Mr, 
ee. I truſt then, my Lords, thoſe laviſh tenets will never 


merely at its own will, I ſay, my Lords, it cannot 
Jae, are not to be arbitrarily ſported with, and wantonly 
Dla 8 

unſt America, when the ſevereſt and moſt comprehenſive 


[en their conſtitutional liberties are deſtroyed ; when their 
| M 2 charters 


jrreſiſtible omnipotence of Parliament; that the decrees . 
thout doubt, and without appeal. A reverend dean [Dr. 


nes, in his book on the ſubject of America; and a pamphlet 
bliſhed a few days ago, Taxation no Tyranny,” I know - 


age; the preſs indeed abounds with politics and pamphlets, . 


Arines, and I learned them from a. court-writer ; but he 
a writer in ſupport of the court and the politics of Wil- 


aſſumed by a Monarch, or power arbitrarily unjuſt, at- 
pted by a Legiſlature. My Lords, the bodies which com- - 


2 of the people; and 


nal doctrines of reſiſtance to arbitrary power in all ſhapes 
latever. And let me obſerve, my Lords, that theſe are 


in ground in this country, and that it will never be un- 
* ood the conſtitution gives you more power than that of 
ne"; 71ght. And when 1 am aſked whether the Legiſlature - 
Tot retract charters, and annul rights, if it thinks proper, 
q it cannot, They may be loſt, they may. be forfeited; - 

And, my Lords, when ſuch is the conduct held 


niſhments are inflicted, without examining the offence; 
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charters and their rights are ſacrificed to the vindictive ſpitt 
of the moment ; when you thus tear up all their privikgs 
by the roots; is there a country under Heaven, breathing 
the laſt graſp of freedom, that will not reſiſt - fach oppre(. 
ſions, and vindicate, on the oppreſſors heads, fuch violi. 
tions of juſtice? Now, my Lords, whether the propoſe 
meaſure of ſeverity and war be icable or not, is alþ 
moſt” ſeriouſly deſerving of your Lordſhips* attention. Ty 
conquer a great continent of 1800 miles, containing three 
millions of people, all indiffolubly united on the great 
Whig bottom of liberty and juſtice, U an undertaking nd 
to be raſhly engaged in. It is ſaid by 2 noble Lord [Lan 
Dudley] that only our mildneſs and lenity ſave them frog 
utter deſolation, and prevent our carrying fite and ſwon 
through their country. But I believe it is certain that me 
would have done fo, if we could; and that nothing but ins 
bility has prevented our proceeding to the moſt hoſtile ex 
tremes of violence and devaſtation ; if we may judge fron 
what has been done in that line, in which alone any thing 
can hope to be effected. But, my Lords, where are you t» 
get men and money adequate to the fervice and expence that 
the reduction of ſuch a continent muſt require ? What an 
the 10,000 men you have juſt voted out to Boſton ? Merely 
to ſave General — from the diſgrace and deſtruction d 
being ſacked in his entrenchments. ft is obvious, my Lords 
that you canndt furniſh armies, or treaſure, competent i 
the mighty purpoſe of ſubduing America, It is obvious uin 
your only efforts can be by. your naval power; and, asf 
as thoſe efforts can have effect, you may certainly exp 
ſucceſs: at-leaſt when we confider America alone: but 
whether France and Spain will be tame, inactive fpectators d 
your efforts and diſtractions, is well worthy the confider-Wc: 
tions of your. Lordſhips. © But admitting fall ſucceſs u 
your . efforts, what can they effect? "The blocking why 
their ports, and the ſuppreſſion of their trade, But wil"! 
this procure the conqueſt of America? No, my Lord; 
they are prepared to meet theſe ſeverities, and to ſurmount 
them. hey are applying themſelves moft diligently 
iculture, that great ſource of ſtrength and independent. 
Foreſering the important crifis, they have provided againſt in 
wants; and have imported into their country ſtores of i- 
duſtry, implements of huſbandry and manufacture. The 
have united in the rejection of luxury and ſuperfluous es- 
| Joyment, © They have ſuppreſſed their public diverſion ear 
formerly common enough in their . . in 
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ind every man attaches himſelf wholly to the great buſineſs 
sf his country. Such is the ſtate of America. She has cur- 
fled her nces 3 ſhe has reduced het table; ſhe has 
loathed- f in mean and courfe ſtuffs ; ſhe has adopted 
e wiſe ſyſtem of frugal induftry. Her wants can be only 
Jeal, r nothing. But, my Lords, what will be 
he ſtate of this civilized, 1 diffipated and de- 
hauched country? How fhall want of American com- 
erce be _— of = commerce which 9 the 
neans of your luxury, of your enjoyments, of the imagi- 
N of this country? Ve may feel the Joſs of 
kmerican connection, a loſs which nothing can conipenfate ; 
Put America will have little reaſon to regret her diſconnectlon 
tom England; and, my Lords, it is evident that England 
nuſt one day loſe the dominion of America, It is impoſſible 
hat this petty iſland can continue in dependence that mighty 
ontinent, encreafing daily in numbers and in ſtrength. 
o protract the time of ſeparation to a diſtant day is all that 
an be hoped ; and this my might be obtained by wife 
d temperate counſels ; not by precipitation and violence, 
niting America againſt you; for ſo it is, my Lords. 
here is not a man in America, who can endure the idea 
being taxed, perhaps to the amount of his whole pro- 
rty, at pleaſure, by a legiſlature 3000 miles diſtant ; or 
ho can ſeparate the idea of taxation from repreſentation. 
he groundleſs and intereſted rumours that are ſpread, of 
agreement and difcord among the Americans, can only 
hpoſe on the groffeſt ignorance, They are conſidered as the 
ry of the court, the talk of the times, and the cue of the 
ay, and meet with the contempt they deſerve, But, my 
ords, when adminiſtration attempt to join in the impoſture, 
cannot but think it moſt humiliating and diſgraceful, And, 
dy Lords, ſuch is the attempt made in the exception in fa- 
dur of New York. The world is to be deceived into an 
pinion, that New York is detached from the general cauſe 
this dirty, humiliating contrivance, is to create diſtru 
d diſunion in America; and this, when the directly con- 
- fon of the province is well known. Did not the 
delegates to the congreſs ? To that congrefs, which 
tall ever maintain to have been ſtrictly juſtifiable. And, 
ly Lords, the committee is now in the town, moſt heartily 
d unanimouſly co-operating and enforcing the general 
uſe, Such mean inſidious attempts to undermine the Ame- 
an union, only prove its ſolidiry and firmneſs, which are 
ner wife not to be attacked or (hen, OR AT 
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all your efforts of war muſt be vain and impracticable.— 
But, my Lords, an objection may be made to this account 
of the powerful and invincible ſtate of America. It will be 
ſaid, that if England cannot enforce obedience, and cut 
any refractory diſpoſition that may ariſe in the colonic, 
America might at any time reyolt, and ſhake off the au. 
thority of the mother-country. But the anſwer, my Lords, 
is this; that America derives the invincible ſtrength I have 
deſcribed, from her union, which can only be 2 by 
the oppreſſions from this country; for, my Lords, the ſtat 
of America is ſuch, that union can never originate in her. 
ſelf, And this was wiſely conſulted in the original ſettle. 
ment of that continent, by the different conſtitutions given 
to the different provinces, forming them of ſuch divers texture 
and diſpoſitions, as not eaſily to unite or aſſimilate. Some 
received royal charter governments ; ſome, provincial ; and 
ſome, proprietory. Some were ſhaped in the mould of mo- 
narchy ; others received the form of pure democracy; and 
even theſe laſt were granted in a reign in which the moſt ar- 
bitrary counſels diſgraced the throne, But the miniſters d 
this prince [Charles the Second] wiſely detached them from 
each other, knowing that different forms of government 
would give them different directions. And ſo it was. They 
could never, from themſelves, merely coincide or co-operate 
You might as eaſily have reconciled fire and water, as har 
brought Virginia to ſhake hands with Penſylvania, or alle 
ciated New York to the Maſſachuſets Bay. And if ay 
one colony could haye ever been infatuated into an attempt 
entirely to throw off the dependence on this country, {it 
would have had few or none to join her. The cont. 
would then be ſpeedily decided, x, very different would be Br 
the efforts of divided America againſt united England, fron an 
the force which now reſiſts you, the collected force i. 
united America againſt En ſand \ weakened and divided, e 
For ſuch, my Lords, is the ſlate to which the preſent mer. m. 
ſures have brought both countries. At home, diſcontent m. 
diviſion prevail; and in America it was reſerved for the vi- 
dom of theſe times to produce ſuch an union as renders he hi. 
invincible. The Americans are now united and cemente 1. 
by the ſtrongeſt ties. They are allied in the common dene 
fence of every thing dear to them, They are ſtruggi ple 
pro aris et focis, in ſupport of their liberties and properties H. 
and the moſt ſacred rights of mankind. Thus aſſociated 1 co 
the ſtrongeſt mutual engagements, and aideg by their mutuſſ u: 
' Rrength, grounded on the juſtice of their cauſe, I muſt 1 


\ 


ſert and repeat, my Lords, that your efforts againſt them 
muſt be ſucceſsleſs, and your war impracticable. And now, 
my Lords, it remains to be conſidered, whether the war 
which this bill muſt produce, be neceſſary ; for without 
neceſſity, it will not be contended that any war ſhould be 
undertaken ; much leſs a civil war, which in the firſt in- 
ſtance proſcribes, and drives to famine, ſuch multitudes of 
your fellow- ſubjects; whole towns and provinces; for it 
is well known, that the fiſhery is not only the trade, but in 
a great meaſure, the food of New England. Now it can- 
not appear that this ruinous meaſure, fraught with all fatal 
conſequences, both to them and ourſelves, is neceſſary; un- 
Jeſs it appears that every prudent and proper endeavour has 
been made to accommodate, to conciliate, and to pacify. 
If ſuch endeavours have been uſed, and uſed in vain, then, 
my Lords, there might be ſome colour for the preſent vio- 
lence. But it is noterious, that not the temper of modera- 
tion and humanity, but the ſpirit of violence and proſcrip- 
tion has uniformly actuated your counſels, In the firſt. in- 
ſtance, without the forms of juſtice, for a particular fault, 
you inflicted general puniſhment. You proceeded, from 
their trade, to their municipal rights, to their conſtitu- 
tions, their charters, their liberties; and now, this bill 
of famine and of war finiſhes the climax of ſeverity. Such 
haye been the counſels and the meaſures of adminiftration. 
Other counſels have been given, and different meaſures have 
been propoſed ; but they have not been even confidered ; 
they were rejected with diſdain ; though they came from a 
perſonage, whoſe character gave them authority, and ought 
to have procured them reſpec ; a great man, ¶ Earl of Chat- 
bam] the greateſt perhaps that this age or this country has 
produced, to whom this country owes her preſent proſperity, 
and, I am forry to ſay it, her pride, her pride of conque/?, 
which has infatuated her, even in this impracticable war, 
with the ideas of victory, and certain ſucceſs ; that great 
man, from whoſe opinions, though ſome of your Lordſhips 
may ſometimes differ, yet there is not one of your Lord- 
ſhips who does not pay homage to his conſummate capacity, 
his extenſive talents, his great ſervices, and his age, when he 
delivers thoſe opinions from his place. I lament that I do 
not ſee him there, That great man did propoſe to you a 
plan of conciliation between this country and her colonies. 
How was it received ? It was treated with the moſt ſcornful 
contempt; rejected without being looked into; ſpurned, 
trampled upon l I proteſt, my Lords, I am afflicted wich 
grief, 
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grief, when I reflect on the proceedings of that day; in ſuch 
an ardyous moment, that ſuch a plan, the labour of ſuch ta. 
lents and ſuch mince Rod. be rejected, even from your 
confideration, unlooked into, with ſuch indecent indignity, 
Eraſe it from your books; obliterate the tranſaCtion fron 

our records; let not poſterity be contradicted by hiſtory, 
that ſuch could have been your conduct towards ſuch a man 
So much, my Lords, for conciliatory plans in this Houfs, 
In another Houſe of Parliament, when a noble Lord, [ Lori 
North] whoſe character I by no means intend to reflect on, 
or to mention with liſreſpeR. When he propoſed what wy 
conceived in ſome degree to tend towards conciliation, there 
was immediately a general alarm, it created almoſt a civil 
war amoneft his troops; and the confuſion was univerſal: 
till ſome of the veteran and principal officers brought back 
their „ and fixed and aſcertained him on the old 
ground of ſeverity. Nothing conciliatory therefore, has bee 
propofed from adminiſtration, or received from any othet 
quarter: but an uniform ſyſtem of maxims, doctrines, and 
meaſures of violence, has been maintained. And ſurely, 
before you reſolved on meaſures of ſuch 9 when 
the event is at leaſt hazardous, and certainly of the extremel 
W N it was your duty to have tried all poſſible mean 
of lenity, accommodation and of prevention, and not han 
ruſhed into ſuch fatal calamities, till impelled by the Iak 
neceſſity. As it appears to me therefore, my Lords, that the 
war in which this bill muſt involve this country, is neithet 
juſt, practicable, nor neceſlary, I muſt give my vote agaiul 
committing the bill. | of 

Duke of In the courſe of the debate the Duke of Grafton adverted 

Safin. particularly to this matter, and was extremely anxious to n. 
move the impreſſions made by Lord Camden. I rejoice, faid 
the Duke, that in ſpeaking before ſo numerous an audience 
J can deſcribe the true ſtate of this, tranſaction, and prevent 
its croſſing the Atlantick in improper colours. When the 
noble Earl propoſed his bill, could ſuch a bill be expetted! 
Could any man imagine a perſon of his wiſdom and exper: 
ence (and I have all reſpe& for his abilities, but would 

* even if he were preſent, with the ſame freedom I no 

) of his parliamentary experience, would propoſe 2 bill 
which muſt involve us in fatal diſputes with the Commons; Wo 
a bill which was to repeal nine acts of Parliament, and mis 
ny of them revenue acts! But let his plan have been whit 
it would, it was not ſpurned from this Houſe z it is yet # 
this Houfe ; it now lies on your table, | The 


n, if he miſ-ſtated him. He then recapitulated his own * 
a, and the Duke's conception of it; maintaining his 
er aſſertion, that Lord Chatham's plan had been reject- 
with the utmoſt contempt: that though from ſuch. a 
„and for ſuch a -purpoſe, it could not obtain twenty 
ir hours | conſideration, but had been inſtantly cruſhed , 
at it was indeed on their table, but that it was there in 
Late of perdition; only that it might be entered on their 
irnals with what indecent hurry [a favourite word of the 
ke of Grafton's, in a former debate on this ſubject] it 
| been rejected. That if it propoſed the repeal of nine 
s of Parliament, revenue acts, or any other, or fifty, his 
ace might have objected to thoſe obnoxious pallages, on 
conſideration of it; a conſideration which it ſo well deſer- 
, but did not receive; being rejected with oontempt on 
firſt reading. CITED ©; 
The Duke Trd not think proper to rejoin, 


nk the noble Lord can be ſerious on this matter. Sup- 
ſe the colonies do abound in men, what does that ſignify ? 


a are raw, undiſciplined, cowardly men. I wiſh inſtead 
A or 50,000 of theſe brave fellows, they would produce in 
+ WF field at leaſt 200,000, the more the better, the eaſier 


duld be the conqueſt ; if they did not run away, they would 
rve themſelves into compliance with our meaſures, I will 
| your Lordſhips an anecdote that happened at the fiege of 
duiſburg: Sir Peter Warren told me, that, in order to try 
2 courage of the Americans, he ordered that a great num- 

of chem ſhould be placed in the front of the army; the 
nericans pretended at firſt to be very much elated at this 


„ of diſtinction, and boaſted what mighty feats they 
1 puld do upon the ſcene of action; however, when the mo- 

eat came to put in execution this boſtſted courage, behold, 
sone of them run from the front to the rear of the ar- 

wich as much expedition as their feet could carry them, 


d threatened to go off entirely, if the commander offered to 


- ake them a ſhield to protect the Britiſh ſoldiets-at the ex- 
nce of their blood; they did not underſtand: ſuch uſage. 


r Peter finding what egregious cowards: they were, and 
nowing of what importance ſuch numbers muſt be to inti- 
date the French by their appearance, told theſe American 
toes, that his orders had been miſunderſtood, . that he al- 
7 intended to keep them in the rear of the army to make 
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he Lord Camden replied, deſiring his Grace to interrupt Lord c: 


The Earl of Sandwich. The noble Lord Camden] men- Earl of 
ns the impracticability of conquering America; I eannot S ie 


by the Quebec 


tion and great abilities of Sir Hugh Pallifer, to whom he 
truſted the entire negociation of that difficult affair with 
Count de Guerchy, the French miniſter, He entirely 

neided in ſentiments, he ſaid, with the noble Lord [Lord 
Imden] who called this a bill of pains and penalties, and 
rtion, not of commercial regulation. He agreed with 
likewiſe, that the popular tide was againſt him; but he 
certain it would not be long before it took a' different 
and would run another way, as the people would find 
were deceived, and Parliament would at — diſco- 
they were miſinformed and miſled. He, therefore, as a 
mber of that body, put in his early claim of objecting 
the current miniſterial language, that Parliament did this, 
Parliament did that, for he inſiſted that Parliament had 
ne nothing, it was the miniſtry had done all. Attend on- 
a minute to their conduct, ſays his Lordſhip, and you 
ll ſee, that what I have now advanced is ſtrictly true. 
haye laid before us a mutilated correſpondence, preciſe- 
eileulated to anſwer certain purpoſes. On one hand, 
dave ſuppreſſed whble letters, and of ſuch as they have 
before us, they have N partial extracts; on the 

2 


other, 


feu. 


by a noble Lord in the other Houſe, [Lord North] which 


ſpurn the command and direction of thoſe, who knew neither 


Farl of Syf- The Earl of ar ape totally diſapproved of ſome. of thi 
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| other, have held back the whole of the official letten nu 


on this ſide of the water, one or two of no conſequence only ze: 
excepted, Will any noble Lord in this Houſe feriouſly u 
firm, that whatever proceedings have been taken on ſuch in. nz 


formation can be deemed the proceedings of Parliament na 


or that any miniſter, or ſet of miniſters, will be permitted I. 
ſcreen themſelves under the protection of Parliament, wen in 
it ſhall be diſcovered, that the meaſures recommended ai pee 
adopted, were framed on facts miſ- ſtated, or for want of m- er 
terial ones, deſignedly ſuppreſſed? His Lordſhip concludel 
his ſpeech with obſerving the ftrange diverſity of ſentiment 
which preyailed among the ſeveral leading members in admj- 
niſtration. He alluded to the plan of conciliation propoſe 


was inſtantly reprobated, He then obſerved, that of ſever 
of the noble Lords no two of them ſcarcely thought alike; 
ſome were for commercial regulation, others for aſſerting 
the right, without wiſhipg for a paltry revenue, and a ver 
n body for the right and revenue both, This 
ſtate of things, he ſaid, put him in mind of a general whon 
he ſerved under in Germany, a native of that country, who 
firſt deſired the regiments at the right to form to the lef 
then again to the right, then to the rear, again to the right 
about, That the txoops, after being harraſſed for two day 
by thoſe abſurd contradiftary manœuvres, at. laſt found 
themſelves in the place they ſet out from, without making 
the leaſt way, on which the general deſired. every corps-t0 
march as they liked, ſo as to make their way in the mal 
ſpeedy manner to the place of their deſtination. He hoped 
however, Engliſhmen would never copy the ; laviſh» obeds 
ence of Germans, but would learn to act themſelves, and 


to lead them to victory, nor protect them from ruin and 
defeat. | 


reaſoning employed, and facts alluded. to by a noble Lon 
in office [the Earl of Sandwich], He ſaid, that noble Lords 
infinyations and aſſertions, that the Americans were {hy « 
baſhful, or, in plain Engliſh, would not fight, were what he 
could not approve of, He believed, there was as brave mes 
in that country as in any other; and though the fact wil 
otherwiſe, he could never hear it aſſerted with, any af 8. oo 
ſatisfaction, that there was any part: of the King's ubjechg 
deficient in that degree of perſonal courage, for which ti 
whole were ſo juſtly renowned, There was another — 
; | 1 
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much laboured by the ſame noble Lord, to which he could 
never give his aſſent; and he was ſorry to hear it relied on, 
and ſo much adverted to in the courſe of the debate; that 
was, that the preſent bill] was meant to be a meaſure of per- 
manent commercial regulation, diſtinct from its main object. 
This, he faid, was by no means the intention of its original 
framers ; it was intended as a bill of coercion, to oblige the 
people of New-England to ſubmit to the legal and juſt pow- 
er of the mother country, and that the faith of Parliament 
would be pledged to them, to reſtore the fiſhery, as ſoon as 
it ſhould appear that they had returned to their former obe- 
dience, - His Lordſhip then proceeded to defend the bill on 
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that idea; and, in anſwer to what had been ſaid relative to 
ichWithe diverſity of opinions which prevailed among the King's 
erlWſcrvants, he was certain there was not a ſecond among them 
kei to the material queſtion of the right, and the means of 


exerting it. As to the conciliatory motion in the other 
Houſe, he owned that many of the members of it were much 

; and very juſtly ſo, till it came to be explained; 
and for his part, he ſhould be much grieved if there was not 
great a majority againſt it as there appeared for it, if the 
motion had not admitted of the obvious ſenſe it did when it 


— . — _ 


i 


geig⸗we to be examined. He again repeated, how happy be 
an in being one of the perſons who adviſed the diſſolution 
uf Parliament, as the deſigns and expectations of America 
un dere at once fruſtrated and broken by that meaſure; and 


oncluded in-replying to what the noble Marquis dropped 


aan in the debate, that the repeal of the ſtamp act was 

7 de ſource from which all our preſent confuſions had totally 

e. Noriginated. 8 | 

ai The Earl of - Radnor ſaid, he was at the throne, going out, Earl of 
ther — to vote on either ſide, when he heard the laſt K. 
ui voble Earl pledge the faith of Parliament, that ſo valuable 


| branch of our commerce was intended to be given up to 
de New-Englanders, as a ſacrifice for their returning to 
heir duty, if was an improper language to be held in that 
mouſe, nor was the policy in every reſpect leſs exceptiona- 
de; for both which rebſods he had returned to give his 
vice againſt the bill, ma. | 
- The Earl of Suffolk to explain. He ſaid, he did not mean parj of 


va 2 miniſter to pledge the faith of Parliament, nor did he Sufi. 
> ol iWromiſe che people of New-England that the fiſhery ſhould 
7 * given up; the intentions he wiſhed to impreſs or hold 


ut, being only, that the preſent. hill was not a bill of 
"mnercial regulation, but a bill of coercion m_—_ as 
don 
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ſoon as the ends wefe attained, would certainly by 
repealed, leaving Parliament nevertheleſs, to take the may 
ter up on motives of policy. h tin 
The Earl of Nadnor, not at all ſatis fed with this ex; 
planation, adhered to his former opinion, and declareg 
that he could not, in conſcience, give his vote in favour d 
a bill, obedjence to which was to be. purthaſed on the in; 
plied conditions of ſacrificing the moſt important branch of 
commeree belonging to the Britiſh empire. 

The Duke of Grafton ſuid he had not the leaſt diffculy 
in giving his vote on the preſent becafion, as it did nat, it 
his opinion, reſt oh the queſtion fo much / agitated. on both 
ſides of. the Houſe ; the queſtion of taxation, fo improper 
introquchd into the debate. The preſent bill, he inſiſted 
was founded on the principle of retaliation and puniſhment 
for an outrage as daring as it was unprovaked, fil} furthg 
heightened and aggravated by a reſiſtance to #1 lawful av 
thority,:and almoſt a poſitive avowal of 2 total independend 
on the mother country. On thoſe grounds the propriety d 
the preſent bill could only be fairly argued 4 and the motive) 
of retaliation in one inftance, and a with-holding the bene. 
fits only due to a dutiful and obedient conduct in the other 
were what had determined him to give. his vote, that the bill 
ſhould be committed. His Grace next diſclaimed all idea 
of taxation and conimercial regulation, as being clearly on 
of the queſtion. He obſerved; that a noble Lord in adm 
niſtration {Earl of Suffolk] had very i | imputed al 
the preſent confuſions to the repeal of the act. I ws 
the perſon, ſays his Grace, who framed: thoſe reſolutions, and 
had the honour to propoſe them to a committee . of this 
Honſe, on which the bil} for that repeal was afterward 
formed, brought in, and paſſed. I was then the advocdt 
and ſtil} take a particular pride in being the fieady friend of 
America. The delicacy of my fituation then, as well 
now, will not permit me to ſatisfactorily explain the motif 
which led to that repeal, nor the conſequent very difagreeadl 
cixeumfſtanees which ſucceeded it, and perhaps now regulat 
my canduct; but this however I zm at liberty to declant 
that the argument ſo confidently urged, that America cor 
tributes nothing towards the common ſupport, however phau- 
ſibly maintained, or forcibly expreſſed, is a' fallacious ons 

Faffirmy, ſhe does contribute largely to the public burthenh 
in the great comſumption of our manufactutes; and 
ſhould be very ſorry. to ſee, that hat appears now * 
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lative compoſitions liable to be eontroverted, ſhould ever 
dome to be demonſtrably, nay actually, proved. Will any 
noble Lord in this Houſe, at all converſant with the trade 
and commerce of this country, - eantend, that we are not 
enabled to pay the great load of taxes we labous under, by 
he vaſt increaſe of our exports to that continent; or that 
hg various articles of leather, &c. and in ſhort all exciſeable 
ammodities exported to that country, as well as the innu- 
merable benefity derived to every part of the three king- 
loms, by the eircuitous commerce carried on with it, is not 
in reality a very great augmentation to our revenue, and to 
very ſubſtantial purpoſe; anſwers the end of an actual tax, 
accompanied by any of the diſagreeable conſequences that 
ver fajb to attend laying burthens on the people, and col- 
eding it? A noble and learned Lord on the other ſide, 
Lord Camden] ſeemed to, take it for granted, that all 
ouphts of concil iation are laid ade; that this bill is 
0 leſs than a poſitive declaration of war on our part. 1 
7 leave to differ from the learned Lord, I believe that 
America will truſt to the ntal diſpoſition of this cqun- 
ry, where ſhe has many us friends, among which, I 
amber myſelf. one of the warmeſt. I truſt therefore, that 


* 
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wi be will not blindly ruſm on her own deſtruction, and there- 
prevent them fram-ſerving her; but to return to her duty 
ond obedience, as the ſureſt means of obtaining a reparation 


or any injuries ſhe may have ſuſtained. On the whole, 
herefore, I ſincerely hope, that the preſent bill will have the 
tefired effect; that our fellow-ſubjects' in America will wiſe- 
and dutifully return to their obedience; and, that as in 
te preſent year 1775, we are proſecuting juſt meaſures to 
ing-about- ſo defirable an end, ſo in the year 1976, we 
ay be employed in manifeſting the moſt ample proofs of 
r removing all cauſe, or almoſt poſſibility of the return of 
be ſame evils, by aſcertaining their rights, and the conſti - 


8 


E 


utional power of: this country, on the moſt fair, - equitable, 
d permanent foundations, It was my taſk on 2 former 
lad eaſion: and I ſhall with pleaſure, in the year 1776, as 
u ſrenuous friend: to the juſt claims of Ametica, unremit- 
con- Nagl labour in the ſame cauſe. | 2 ; 
u- The Marquis of Rockingham to explain. He obſerved; Marquis of 
one! t 2 noble lord [Lord Dulley] early in the debate, had ob- Nectingbem. 


ted to the accounts of the American exports of 1764, now 
f on the table, as well as that given by a witneſs at their 
dſhipa bar, ¶ Mr. Watſon] and drew 2 concluſion from the 


ethod of obtaining them, one being made up from unſigned 
>. 


Farl of 


Abingdon. 


2, 000, oool. the argument either way was equally good; 


burthen, and bear the whole of the blame on his own 
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papers, and the other from falſe entries; that they were both 
erroneous, and conſequently that every deduction drawn from 
fuch premiſes muſt be equally fallacious and undeſerving of 
the leaſt degree of credit'or attention. To this his Lordſhip 
anſwered, that for the purpoſe he employed thoſe ſuppoſe 
facts, it was totally immaterial whether they were correct or 
not; the exports, for inſtance, might be 2, 700, oool. or only 


All he meant to prove by ſtating them, was to the vaſt 
encreaſe of our trade to America, from a comparative ſtate 
of it at different periods. The error, his Lordſhip ſaid, ws 
uniform; it: exiſted at all times, or not at all. Thus the 
cuſtom-houſe entries ſaid, the annual exports in 1704 were of 
foreign goods 17,0001. of home 54,000]. in all Zee in 
2754 1 oool; in 1764, in ten years, more than double; 

d in the laſt nine years again, nearly in the ſame propor- 
tion, the exports being between ſeven and 800,000). to New 
England alone. His Lordſhip: concluded with obſerving 
that ſome noble Lords, who formerly entertained an opiniat 
of the propriety of the ſtamp-aR, to have ſince a 
tered their ſentiments. ' He, therefore, called upon them to 
declare their minds freely, and not to act under any reſtraint; 
for he was ready and willing to unload them of ſuch1 


ſhoulders; truſting, on the other hand, if it proved a wißt 
meaſure; that he might be entitled to claim the merit thus 
abandoned.” | T BE 
The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, that reaſon, juſtice, conſciency 
principle and inſtinct, all prompted him to pronounce the 
bill a moſt infernal and diabolic meaſure. How the right fer- 
rend. bench reconciled it to their conſciences, he was unadlt 
to conceive; for his part, he put his truſt in the Almighty; 
and though he knew all he could ſay would avail nothing 
againſt a miniſterial majority, yet he cautioned the Lord 
againſt injuſtice, as in the judicial viſitation of Providence 
generally fell heavy on the heads of thoſe who planne 
iniquity, GEL | EXD 47 1 bas : 
This cloſed the debate, it being paſſed nine o clock; as 
on a diviſion, the number ſtood thus: for the bill, 104 
againſt the bill, 29. Wan e 
515 March 20. 
Bill reported. No debate. | | 
| | March 21. ET O61 90 : 
- "he Earl of Dartmouth moved the third reading of © 
| T 
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The Earl of Buckingham/hirz offered an amendment. Fal of 
The clauſe, as it ſtood in the ingroſſed bill, which his Forks: 
ordſhip wiſhed to alter, was part of the prohibitory clauſe, 
ative to the fiſhery, where it was enacted, that if any ſhip, 
r veſſel, being the property of the ſubjects of Great ritain, 
ot belonging to, and fitted out from Great Britain, Ireland, 
r the iſlands of Guernſey and Jerſey, ſhall be found, after 
he 20th day of July, 1775, carrying on any fiſhery, of what 
ature or kind ſoever, upon the banks of Newfoundland, 
he coaſt of Labrador, or within the river or gulph of St. 
awrence, or upon the coaſt of Cape Breton, or Nova Scotia, 
r any other part of the coaſt cf North America, or having 
n board materials for carrying on any ſuch fiſhery, every 
ch ſhip or veſſel, with her guns, ammunition, tackle, ap- 

|, and furniture, together with the fiſh, if any ſhall be 
und, ſhall be forfeited, unleſs the maſter, or perſon having 
e charge of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, do produce to the com- 1 
ander of any of his Majefty's ſhips of war, ſtationed for F 
e protection and ſuperintendance of the Britiſh fiſheries in 
merica, a certificate under the hand and ſeal of the go- 
mor or commander in chief of any of the colonies or plan- 
tions of Quebec, Newfoundland, St. John's, Nova Scotia, 
ew York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
lorth Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Eaſt or Weſt 
lorida, ſetting forth, that ſuch ſhip or veſſel, exprefling her 
ame, burden, &c. and deſcribing her, hath been fitted out 
dm ſome one of the ſaid colonies or plantations:“ His 
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nee ordſhip moved, that the words New Jerſey, Penſylvania, 
; hefaryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, ſhould be omitted; 
eee the Lord Keeper having put the queſtion in the uſual 
ableW@rm, that thoſe words ſtand part of the bill, the höuſe di- 


ded, and the non- contents carried it by a majority of 52 to 
; conſequently, the prohibitions of the bill were extended 
the provinces ſo omitted, © + GOES, | 
'The Duke of Mancheſter oppoſed the amendment. He Duke of 
Id, that one half of the continent of North America was Manet 
once puniſhed by the propoſed alteration, without any trial, 
vof, or enquiry whatever; that ſuch a mode of proceeding 
$ totally unparliamentary and unprecedented ; that it was 
d leſs repugnant to the eſtabliſhed rules of equity and judi- 
vl deciſion, which always and in every inftance ſuppoſed 

party accuſed, had been heard before judgment was pro- 
punced ; and, that if ſuch a mode of executive ſpeedy juſtice 
e to obtain in that Houſe, it would be ptroduftive of the 
* rous and alarming conſequences. 
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IA. Keeper. The Lord Keeper quitted the woolſack, in order to nyy 


Duke. of 


Manchefter. 


 thip was pleaſed to call the diſobedient and undutiful diſpab 


to the noble Duke. He ſaid, the Houſe was in poſſefion 
evidence, fully ſufficient to authorize their Lordſhips ag 


Lordſhips table were full of the information n 9 
to Warrant it; that at the time the bill originated in ch 


that it appeared by the ſeveral accounts received from the 


defence? Away then with ſueh pretences. Has not the miaiſa 


jection to the indulgence; but he could not perceive b 
their Lordſhips could reconcile their conduct on this. oc 
lion with any rule of conſiſtency whatever. | 
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ing to the propoſed amendment; that the papers on ther 


other Houſe, the information alluded to was not known; 


provinces. of New Jerſey, Penſylvania, &c. that they um 
equally culpable with thoſe of New England; and that 
courſe they ought to ſuffer under one common puniſhment,. 

The Duke of Mancheſter acceded to the general premiſg 
laid down by the learned Lord; but totally denied the p 


22 of the inferences and concluſions drawn from then, 
obſerved, that although the letters ſtated what his Lon 


tion of the ſouthern colonies, but what he ſhould al 
eſteem as a meritorious perſeverance in the cauſe of freedag, 
and a conſtitutional aſſertion of their rights, thoſe letters wen 
no more in the contemplation of the Houſe, in its legiſlative, 
deliberate capacity, than if they had never exiſted. Have t! 

faid his Grace, been even ſo much as read? Have they he: 
conſidered? Have the parties accuſed been heard in their o 


in the other Houſe, and the Houſe itſelf, been in poſſe 
of the ſame information? Why then haye not they proceeds 
in the, ſame. manner? No; however willing they might b 
to do it, they plainly ſaw. the inſurmountable difficuits 
which lay in their way, and wiſely declined it. 

The Earl of Abingdon ſpoke to order. He was anſwer 
by the Earl of Bucks; on which Lord Mansfield faid af 
words, in order to ſet the matter right, 

The Duke of Marchefter roſe again, and obſerved, thatti 
province of New-York was permitted to ſtand in the l 
with the other fayoured, provinces, though it was well knd 
that they had, in their ug capacity, denied the 11g 
of taxation; and had conformably to thoſe ſentiments, tra 
mitted a petition to the King, a memorial to this Ho 
and a remonſtrance to the other. His Grace, therefore, & 
fired to know the reaſon why, they were ſingled out from 
reſt, when the offence was the ſame. He ſaid, he had no 


rep 
Ma 
lony abſolutely and peremptorily refuſed to permit any part 
if the cargo to be landed. I therefore call on ſome of the 
able Lords in adminiſtration, to contradi& this account if 
le, or confirm it if it be true. Should the latter be the 
aſe, cannot for my part conceive, on what ground the 
reſent exemption in favour of New-York can be defended. 


All I can fay on the ſubjeRt is, that the laſt ac- 
dunt I received was from a gentleman of veracity on the 
bot, who writing on the Saturday, and informing me of 
he arrival of the veſſel, aſſures me, that the goods would 
landed on the Monday following. 

The Lord Keeper put the queſtion : | 

The Houſe divided. For the amendment, 52; againſt 


23. 

Fry ſoon as their Lordſhips returned above the bar, the 
veſtion was put, that the ſaid bill be read a third time. 
he Lord Keeper added, „and that the Houſe of Commons 
acquainted, that this Houſe hath agreed to the ſame with 
nendments.“ To this the Duke of Richmond objected, 
& he ſaid, „he meant to divide the Houſe.” The Houſe 
vided again, For the bill, 73; aginſt it, 21. | 
The following Lords divided againſt the bill: 


Camden, Scarbrough, 
Richmond, Cholmondeley, 
Deyonſhire, Abergavenny, 
Portland, Wycombe, 
Rockingham, - Torrington, 

* Ponſonby, Effingham, 

bi Abingdon, : Fitzwilliarh, 

_ Mancheſter, Craven, 
Courtenay, Leinſter, 
Tankerville, Stanhope, 

Archer. 


Diſentient, Becauſe the attempt, to coerce by famine, the 
Mole body of the inhabſtants of — and populous pro- 
nces, is without example in the hiſtory of this, or perhaps 
any civilized nation; and is one of thoſe unhappy inven- 
Ms, to which Parliament is driven by the difficulties 
ſich daily multiply upon us, from an obſtinate adherence 
n unwiſe plan of government. We do not know 
ach the extent of the combination againſt our com: 

O2 merce 


The Earl of Effngham. 1 have been well informed that ker er 
ſhip has arrived at New-York, and that the people of that rb. 


The Earl of Dartmouth. Tt is not in my power di- Earl of 
Al to contradict, or affirm, the intelligence of the noble Porimenth. 
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merce in New England and the other colonies ; but we & 

know the extent of the puniſhment we inflict upon i, 
which is univerſal, and includes all the inhabitants. Amon 
theſe many are admitted to be innocent, and ſeveral are il. 
ledged by miniſters to be, in their caſe, even meritotiom 
That government which attempts to preſerve its authority 
by deſtroying the trade of its ſubjects, and by involving 
the innocent and guilty in a common ruin, if it ads fron 
- a choice of ſuch means, confeſſes itſelf unworthy ; if fron 
inability to find any other, admits itſelf wholly incomye. 
tent to the end of its inſtitution. 

2dly, Becauſe the Engliſh merchants are puniſhed without 
any guilt, real or pretended, on their part. The people a 
the proſcribed provinces, though failing in their duty to go. 
vernment, ought to be permitted to diſcharge their obligy 

tions to commerce; without their fiſhery this is impoſlible, 
The merchants of England entertain no fears for thei 
debts, except from the ſteps which are ſaid to be taken i 
their favour. Eight hundred thouſand pounds of Englil 
property, belonging to London alone, is not to be trifled with, 
or ſacrificed to the projects of thoſe who have conſtantly fal 
ed in every eee ele which they have held out to the 
public; and who are become more bigotted to methods d 
violence, in proportion to the experience of their inefficacy, 
and the miſchievous conſequences which attend them. 

3dly, Becauſe the —— of New England, beſides the 
natural claim of mankind to the gifts of Providence on thei 
own coaſt, are eſpecially entitled to the fiſhery by thei 
charters, which have never been declared forfeited, The: 
charters, we think, (notwithſtanding the contempt with 
which the idea of public faith has been treated) to be 
material conſideration, The bill therefore not growing out 
of any judicial proceſs, ſeems equally a violation of all n- 
tural and all civil right. : 

4thly, Becauſe we conceive, that the attempt which bu 
been made, to bribe the nation into an acquieſcence in thi 
arbitrary act, by holding out to them (by evidence at the ba) 
the ſpoils of the New England fiſhery, worth upwards d 
300, oool. a year, to be a ſcheme full of weakneſs and inde- 
cency ; of indecency, becauſe it may be ſuſpected that the 
defire of the confiſcation has. created the guilt ; weak, be 
cauſe it ſuppoſes that whatever is taken from the colonies 
of courſe to be transferred to ourſelves, We may trample 
the rules of juſtice, but we cannot alter the nature of things 
We cannot convey to Great.Britain the adyantages of 92 
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on, which New England poſſeſſes for the fiſhery. If the 
aue of the commodity ſhould be enhanced at the foreign 
arkets by the excluſion of ſo large a part of the ſupply, 
t may either greatly injure the ſale of the commodity itſelf, 


ou, ſor put the conſumers on new articles of conſumption, or 
rity ew methods of ſupply, to the juſt ruin of thoſe, who, de- 
ving WW uded by avarice, have choſen from the vain hope of an en- 
on anced market, to diſturb the natural, ſettled, and beneficial 


ourſe of traffic. 

gthly, Becauſe we do not apprehend, that the topic fo 
uch infiſted upon by a Lord high in office, in favour of 
his project, namely, the cowardice of his Majeſty's American 
ubjects, to have any weight in itſelf, or be at all agreeable 


gde dignity of ſentiment which ought to characteriſe this 
„ louſe. We do not think it true that any part of the ſub- 
ble, Wes of this empire are defective in bravery. It is to the laſt 
her egree improper to act upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, as it muſt 


ighly diſgrace our arms in caſe of misfortune, and muſt 
ake away all honour from them in caſe of ſucceſs. No- 
hing can tend more effectually to defeat the purpoſes of all 
ur coercive meaſures, than to let the people, againſt whom 
hey are intended, know, that we think our authority found- 
din their baſeneſs; that their reſiſtance will give them 
ome credit, even in our own eyes, and that we attribute 
heir obedience only to their want of courage, This is to 


the el for reſiſtance, and to provoke rebellion by the moſt 
ner WWowerful of all motives which can act upon men of any 
heir degree of ſpirit and ſenſibility. 

dete 6thly, Becauſe the interdict from fiſhing and commerce, is 


ot to be terminated by any certain and definitive act to be 
Jone by the party interdicted, but its duration depends ſolely 
\n the will of the governors and majority of the council in 
ome of the provinces ;z upon their more arbitrary opinion of 
he ſtate of the commerce. In two of the proſcribed pro- 


by inces the interdict is made to depend on the ſame arbitrary 
this ill, in much worſe hands, thoſe of mere Cuſtom- houſe 
bar) ces; a power of ſuch magnitude is not fit to be dele- 
s e to any man, however wiſe, or however exalted. 

* But to deliver over ſeveral hundred thouſands of our fel- 


W creatures to be ſtarved, at the mere pleaſure of perſons 
n ſubordinate ſituations, and ſome of them in an office al- 
ays more or leſs ſuſpicious and obnogious, and neceſſary to 
de watched and guarded, rather than veſted with abſolute 


newer over all, and this without any rule to guide their 
jth buon, without any penalty to deter from an abuſe of it, 
| POT Hs. . 
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is a train of. ſuch tyranny, oppreflion, and abſurdity, x 
5 believe never was deliberately entertained by any gra 
embly. | 
291%. Becauſe the bill, though in appearance a meaſur 
of retaliation, only upon a ſuppoſition that the colonies hay 
been the firſt aggreſſors, by their aſſociation not to impor 
s from Great Britain, yet is, in truth, a moſt cruel ©. 
ment of former opprefſions ; and that aſſociation is 10 
more than a natural conſequence of antecedent and repeate 
—— And ſince the reftraint of this bill is not to be 
all 


en off, till the ſeveral colonies ſhall agree to receive again 
s whatſoever from Great Britain, and to pay all the 
duties impoſed by Parliament, not excepting thoſe upon tei; 
and ſince three of them muſt apply through the medium of 
the New council of Maffachufets Bay, and the laſt men- 
tioned province is obliged not only to acknowledge the ney 
charter, but ſubmit, in all reſpects, to the ſevere conditions of 
the Port Bill, before they can be releaſed from their hardſhips; 
ſince theſe are the terms, and the only terms, upon which 
this proſcription is to ceaſe, and the colonies muſt therefor 
ſubmit to be the ſlaves, inftead of the ſubjects, of Gren 
Britain ; this bill, in its principle, is both arbitrary and un- 
juſt. And as we do not conceive any ground of expetts- 
tion that the provinces will yield to ſuch hard conditions, 1 
civil war, which may probably end in the total ſeparation d 
the colonies from the mother-country, will too naturally be the 
conſequence of this bill, in reſpect of which, as well as for 
the other hereby aſſigned, we do moſt ſolemnly and hearti) 
proteſt againſt the ſame reaſons, 


ABINGDON, DevonsnrRE, 
STANHOPE, CAMDEN, 
RicnMonD, CHOLMONDELEY, 
RoCcKINGHAM, ' = ABERGAVENNY, 
Ponsonsy, WycomnBE, 
MancuzsTER, T o0zRINGTON, 
Craven, *© EFFINGHAM, 
LEiNnSTER, | FiTZWILLIAM. 


[ By the amendment made in the bill this day, the title and tht 
body of the bill did not correſpond ; and the Commons rejecu 
the amendment when ſent to them. A conference was defi 
with the Commens to remove this difficulty. 

March 2 

A conference with the Commons. The following mem 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, as managers for ſaid Houſe, 
took their ſeats at the conference table, in the painted gs 


. 1775 · nee 
der: Lord North, Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Cornwall, 
Mr. Rice, Mr. Grey Cooper, Mr. Hans Stanley, Mr. Jen- 


ſr. Bamber Gaſcoyne, A meſſage was immediately ſent 


ur to the Lords, informing them that the Commons were wait- 
"* Win, In about five minutes the following I ords appeared as 
5 managers for tbe Houſe of Lords: The Lord Preſident, [Karl 


Gower] the Lords Aberdeen, Dalhouſie, Abercorn, Roſe- 
terry, Dela war, Townſhend, Irby, Deſpenſer, and the Bi- 
ſhops of London, Carliſle, Norwich, Worceſter, Briſtol, 
pad Oxford. 
As ſoon as their Lordſhips were ſeated, and covered, the 
ommons ſtood up uncovered, and Lord North acquainted 
hem, that the Commons had ſent their managers to offer 
eaſons why they had diſagreed with the amendment made 
by their Lordſhips to the Maſlachuſets Bay fiſhery bill. 
His Lordſhip then recited the title of the bill at large, 
nd informed them, that they had diſagreed with their Lord- 
hips amendment, 
Lord North then proceeded to acquaint their Lordſhips, 
hat the reaſons why the Commons could not agree to the 
nendment were, that the commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips 
ff war, ſhould the bill paſs with the amendment, would be 
greatly embarraſſed, and not know in what manner to act 
ith eaſe and ſecurity to themſelves, 
The uſual forms being complied with, the conference 
oke up, and each ſet of managers returned to their re- 
pective Houſes, . 
| The Lords having taken the reaſons offered by the Com- 
nons at the conference into conſideration, their Lordſhips 
greed with the Commons in rejecting the amendment, and 
ders were given to acquaint the Commons therewith, - 
April 12. 
The Earl of Rochford preſented a meſſage from his Ma- 
y, the purport of which was, for ſettling Buckingham- 


0 be diſpoſed, of for other purpoſes. 

An addreſs was immediately moved for, to thank his Ma- 
ety for his moſt gracious meſſage, and to aſſure his Ma- 
ay that the Houſe would moſt readily concur in every 
neaſure that might promote what was recommended by the 


el '4 0 


add meet again after the receſs at Eaſter, and report to the. 


3 


kinſon, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Rigby, Mr. Townſhend, and 


boule.on, her Majeſty, in lieu of Somerſet-houſe, which is 


| Houſe» 


al 


A motion was made by the Earl of Sandwich, that the com- Earl of 
bitte to whom the Braunſton incloſure bill was referred, Sandwicky 
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Houſe their reaſons for rejecting the ſaid bill; this motic Me 
brought on a debate. | . 
In order to underſtand the grounds of this debate, and ex. 
plain how this matter, which was originally of a privat 
nature, ſolely depending on local circumſtances, came to Een 
a ſubject of public conſideration, it is neceſlary to mention, 
that the common fields and commonable lands in the parif 
of Braunſton being propoſed to be incloſed, conſiſt of for. 
one yard-lands, of thirty-five computed, or fifty ſtatute ac 
each, beſides the waſte ; the proprietors of twenty ſeven and 
a half of thoſe petitioned the Houſe of Commons for the 
bill, and the proprietors of eleven and a half petitions WP" 
againſt it, in which laſt number the Lord of the Mang, 
who a had 1 the waſte, heriots, &c. and the Recto, 
were included. he matter was for a Jong time warmly 
conteſted in a committee above ſtairs; and being at length 
reported, counſel were heard againſt the bill, and it wx 
read a ſecond time, and committed. Though there is . 
ſtanding order of the Houſe, which aſcertains the exact pro 
portion of property neceſſary to carry an incloſing hil 
through, yet it is generally underſtood, that the petitioner 
for any bill 'of this nature ſhould amount to four-fifths in 
value and number. But the friends of the Braunſton bill 
were driven to extraordinary arguments to ſhew, that only 
three-fourths of the proprietors were for the bill. The Lord! 
manorial rights they accounted as nothing, though his pro 
rty in the ſoil of the waſte was equal to at leaſt one yard- 
3 the proprietors of the two yard-lands, who did not figh 
they appropriated on the well known adage, that /ilence gina 
conſent. The Rector's intereſt, who was entitled ts tw 
yard-lands, ſhared the ſame fate; becauſe the patrons, the 
fellows of St. John's college, Oxford, had conſented on! 
former occaſion, but now refuſed to confirm or repeat it; 
and the moſt curious reafon of all was, the intereſt of tht 
Rector, who, in the allotment, was to have ſix yard-Jand 
in lieu of tythes, but who adhering to his. word, as it un 
_ termed, refuſed his conſent, becauſe he - promiſed, on hs 
ficſt induction into the living, that he would never agree i 
an incloſing bill. 8. 
The ſtate of the matter was ſhortly this: that the Red 
having a freehold or intereſt for life in the tythes before in- 
cloſing, or in the land allotted to him as a compenſation fot 
thoſe tythes, that in either event he ſhould have been cf. 
fidered, in every idea of law, equity, or common-ſenſe, 1 


a proprietor to the reputed value of the tythes, or the 7 


ty 75s. 12D; 2274: T1885 
equivalent held out, in lieu of them. This being the 
aſe, the value of the property would ſtand thus: take fix 


e- lands, which was the value the tythes were eſtimated 
ae from the _—__—_— it would be found then that the 


pnſenters poſſeſſed a p in the lands in queſtion equal 
232, out of 41 parts, and the diſſenters 174. 

The bill being read a ſecond time in the Houſe of Lords, was 
nt to a committee, where it was poſtponed for two 
onths, by a majority of one, and here, though thus diſpoſed 
| it firſt became a matter of public conſideration. | 


mmittee, in thus aſſuming the legiſlative power veſted in 
e whole Houſe. He ſaid, they had no ſuch power; that 
ey ſhould have reported the ſpecial circumſtances as they 
peared before them; that however, he did not mean to 
ye the Houſe trouble, merely on a matter of order, but 
ready to meet the committee Lords on the fair merits, 

e obſerved, that he had been always taught to conſider the 

piſlature as Compoſed of three * Bag, Lords, and 

mmons 3 but by this new mode of proceeding another 

nch was created, totally unknown to the conſtitution 

d if people might judge by this firſt act, it might be well 

ſumed, that it would be exerciſed in a moſt arbitrary and 

prefive manner. He concluded, by moving, that the 

mmittee ſhould be ordered to report the firſt day of the 

ting of the Houſe after the adjournment, 


e bill, and their Lordſhips had, after the moſt mature 
nlideration and cloſe attention to the ſubject, and enquiry 
to the merits, not rejected the bill, but poſtponed it for 
o months, He faid, that the preſent motion was eyidently 
culated to cenſure the committee ; that he ſhould look on 
ſuch; but he was ſure, that whatever might be the 
ent of the motion, or reviſion of the report, the commit- 
had complied ſtrictly with the uſage in ſuch caſes, which, 
any doubt remained, might be eaſily proved by almoſt 
ly experience. 


ſaid, 1 x been — cubtm, . — e Was 
Nuainted with the Houſe, not only to „ but reject, 
den they ſaw. juſt 3 t, if he 
in an error, he muſt; attribute it to the noble Earl, for it 
u de who adyiſed him. to adopt the mode which he now ſo 
ly condemned. | $8143; 43-5782 95-2 * 
Vor. II. 1 Tue 


The Earl of Sandwich condemned the conduct of the Eulof 
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The Biſhop of Peterborough replied, that he was on the Eat of Pu 
nmittee, and that counſel had been heard for and againſt ferbermgh, 


The Earl of Abercorn got up to exculpate himſelf from the Burt of - 
plied cenſure of the noble Earl who made the motion, Alerers. 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Earl of - *The Earl of Sandwich in reply, confeſſed the charge t 
Sexdwich. noble Earl had made, and OT his motives for ſo do 
were to miſlead, in order that the whole proceedin might 
ain come under the cognizance of the Houſe. This co 
on created a loud laugh throughout the Houſe. 
The Earl of Radnor contended, that the power aſſume 
by the committee was unparliamentary and unconftitutiong, 
that he had been a member of the other Houſe during two {4 
ſions, and though ſuch a power was ſometimes exerciſed byj 
committees /z upon a motion made, the Houſe, in ſeveral i 
ſttances which came to his own knowledge, had obliged t 
committee to report, 
Lord Viſc. - Lord Viſcount Dudley, from long experience, confirmed 
Dudly. the fact aſſerted by the noble Earl who ſpoke before hin 
"and obſerved, that if the uſage now / contended for wa t 
obtain in the manner it was agreed, it would be neither mar 
— leſs than diveſting the Houſe of its legiſlative power a 
authority. ä | 
Lord Catb- — Dathays defended the committee on precedent 
1 82 uſage ; and ſaid, it was a moſt extraordinary procedure 
_ cenſure their conduct for Coing no more than what was do 
for a ſeries of years. in both Houſes, and particularly by t 
committees appointed by that Houſe. 
| Lord Lytrel- Lord Lyttelton ex preſſed his * rr on the conduct. 
ten. the cominittee, in harſh terms. He ſaid, the moft notoriou 
acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion ever committed, had bet 
' Juſtified on the ſame ground; and faid, he did not know one 
at, howſoever attrocious, that might not be defended | 
edent. He abſerved, that what was done in the othe 
ouſe was no rule nor regulation for their Lordſhips c 
duct, no more than the power aſſumed in the preſent | 
ſtance by the committee; the queſtion being, whether tit 
committees appointed by this Houſe, who were on ſuch o 
—_ no de ſervants, ſhould. - * 
ſelves 'a power uperſeding and controulin | 
itſelf, in matters n merely delegated tot 
quire into facts, and report their opinions on thoſe facts 
Lord Cam- The Lord Camden expreſſed his diſapprobation of the c 
den. © duct of the committee, in the moſt warm and forci 
terms. He affirmed, that ſince he firſt had the honour | 
have u ſeat in that Houſe, an inſtance of a ſimilat nan 
never came within his kn . It was a downright 
lation · of. the rights of the Houſe, in the firſt inſtance; 
if ſubmitted to, would ſanctiſy an uſurpation, hitherto | 
knows in the annals of Parliament. But, ſays his 
mp, give me leave to correct myſelf ; it is not a fair, 


— 


rack on the legiſlative of this Houſe z it is worſe | 
finitely 3 — 2 Kere of ſuch a nature would 

+ ſcouted in the firſt inſtance; but it is an attempt to diveſt 

lis Houſe of its legiſlative power, as one of the tliree 

fates of the realm, Ho» ſide wind, as deep laid as it would 

« fatal in its conſequences, were it ſilently acquieſced: in. 

great deal has been urged in ſuport and juſtification of the 
mmittee, on the ground of precedent z and the mode of 

roceeding adopted by the other Houſe has been much re- 

id on, and earneſtly preſſed on the preſent occaſion ; but 

hat does all this amount to, but that this Houſe has, 

hrough inattention, neglect, or ſome other reaſon, which is 

it at all neceſſary to enquire into, ſuffered their commit- 

es to exerciſe a power to which they were by no means 

inpetent, and then defend one uſurpation by quoting ano- 

er? "Yet, how does the matter come out in point of ſaft, 

to the uſage of the other Houſe ? Why, that commit- 

s on private bills do ſometimes take upon themfelves: | 
decide on their propriety or impropriety. But is it not | 
known, is it not matter of public notoriety,” that the = 
peaker bas à right, if he chuſes to exert it, to oblige the 
mmittee to report to the Houſe the facts ſtated in the courſe 

the eyidence laid before them? And that he has exerciſed 

s right in the very inſtance now under your Lordſnips 

mſideration, is certain; otherwiſe we ſhould not be debat- 

g the preſent queſtion ; for their committee, as well as 

rs, took upon them to decide what could only be properly 

ermined in the Houſe, I truſt, however, we ſhall do, on 

preſent occaſion, what that Houſe, in vindication of its 


i rights, very properly did, and compel the committee to 


The Earl of Fauconberg ſeemed hurt at the ſevere cenſarepaſ- Earl of 

I by the two laſt noble Lords, who ſpoke on the conduct of Tube. 
e committee. He diſclaimed for himſelf, and believed he 

buld anſwer for all the reſt, who ated on that occaſion, - 
intention whatever to invade the legiſlative rights and 

vileges of the Houſe, Ty p by uſage, and de- 

hined by the merits; and he was ſorry to obſerve, that 

e main rope of the arguments urged on the other ſide, 

t generally to impute the motives of their conduct to 

me private, perſonal, or ſiniſter conſideration ; but allows 

the latter ſuppoſition to be juſt, which he could not bring 

mſelf to believe, any perſon in that Houſe would be fb un- 
Maritable as to do, the main objection to the proceedings 


the committee muſt inſtantly fall — og for then 
would come out, that they had and acted on 


Lord vit- The: Lord Viſcount #eymauth obſerved, that whatens 
count Wop colouring might be put on the preſent motion, and the re 


month, 


partial and ——— motives, but not with any view 
or intention of diveſting the Houſe of its inherent — 


' they had been wrong, I repeat again, that the forms of tht 
Houſe are not invaded, becauſe it is no more than a confi 
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beſides, ſays his Lordſhip, I cannot believe that ſuch a chary 
could be-{eriouſly urged, without thoſe who have made 1 
will fill it by a more abſurd ſuppoſition, tha 
a noble Lords _ — on that committee, claim an ex. 
ve privilege ing on every other committee; and 
by making themſelve a — fixed body, mean, as ſuch, 
to invade or uſurp the inherent rights of this Houſe, 
The Lord Camden aſſured the noble Earl who ſpoke ||, 
that he had not the moſt diſtant intention of paſſing the 
leaſt of perſonal cenſure on any of the noble 
who ſerved on that committee; that he was perfectly ſati. 
fied and convinced they had ated agreeably to their conſci 
ences, and ſtrictly conformable to the rules of the moſt per. 
fe&- probity and ſtrict integrity; that his Lordſhip totally 
miſtook: him, if he interpreted any warm expreſſion which 
might have fallen from him as conveying any particular 
perſonal alluſion ; that he ſuppoſed their ips had been 
mifled by what had been done in ſimilar inſtances on forme 
occaſions ;- and, that he preſumed, when they perceived the 
error they had been inadvertently led into, none would be 
more willing, on reconſideration, to correct it. 


ſons adduced in its ſupport, it carried on the face of it u 
implied cenſure on the conduct of the committee; that the 
argument ſpeciouſly laid hold of was the preſervation of the 
pt — right of the Houſe, to reſerve to itſelf the powet 

aſſent or rejection; whereas the real motives which gait 
birth to the preſent cenſure were the merits, not the orden 
or forms of the Houſe, For my part, ſays his Lordſhip, | 
am well informed, and clearly of opinion, that the merit 
are againſt the bill, not with it; and were it even otherwise, 
I think we ſhould be very catious in our enquiries inn 
thoſe merits, and very flow in coming to any reſolution 
which might, in the moſt diſtant manner, ſeem to cenſure q 
affect a committee who have confeſſedly complied with tht 
eſtabliſhed forms of the Houſe, and who could not be ſuppo- 
ſed to be at all influenced by any other conſideration but whit 
was purely diftated by conſcience, and an earneſt defire d 
doing juſtice to the parties before them. Beſides, allowiny 


mation or repetition of an uſage-exerciſed before in a thous 
ſand inſtances. The noble Lord who made the moth 


q ns anxious for the preſervation of the legiſlative rights of the 
u; bouſe; I commend his zeal, but, in my opinion, the point, 
ror WF that be the only one he wiſhes to gain, will be obtained 
it WY: effeually, and much more conſiſtently with the dignity 
h this Houſe, and the reſpect due to the committee, on 
x. Woe future ' occaſion, ſtanding ſingly on the independent 
ound of rectifying an abuſe which, through inattention, 


as crept into our form of proceeding, than by involving 
e noble Lords in an implied cenſure, in order to bring 
is bill again before the Houſe, on pretended merits, which, 
am clearly convinced, are againft it, = 
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Te Earl of Sandwich offered to join the iſſue with the Earl of 
til. a noble Lord on the merits. On being called to order, Sich. 
(cis inſiſted he was ſtrictly within order; that he was well 

e'- orized the merits were not before the Houſe, only the ſingle 
tion of reviſion, but ſtill in point of argument, as re- 


ecting the noble Lord who mentioned them, he was at li- 


Y to ſpeak to them, and combat his Lordſhip's prepoſſeſ- 
cen ons on that head; that out of 41 yard-lands, within the 
ne Weriſh, 29 petitioned for the bill, and nine or ten, at moſt, 
the only againſt it; that bills of incloſure, thus ſupported, 
e riormly received the ſanction of the Houſe ; that if ever 
WH ioclofing bill deſerved the ſupport of the Houſe, the pre- 
nt did; and that he had no poſitive reaſon for wiſhing to 
. ouble the Houſe on the ſubjeR, as he knew not one of the 
1 [cg on either fide, but be had very powerful negative 
te otives operating on his mind, which he underſtood prevail- 
eon this as well as many other occaſions, namely, the want 
wr the reftor's conſent, which he ſhould, as long as he had 
e {cat in that Houſe, moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſe, as he thought 
den behoved the Houſe to do 2 in their power to diſ- 
b„Ionge the idea, that it ſhould be at the option of a rector 
u controul and command the whole landed property of a 
ric iſh merely at his will and pleaſure. 
in The Earl of Sandwich's motion was put, and carried by 
tan majority of 40 to 24, and the committee was ordered 
daß report the whole of their proceedings the firſt day af- 
the WF the receſs, 
0 , ril 26. | 
The eommittee on the Braunſton inclofing bill reported 


e ſame without any amendment; but the order of refe- 
ce only directing them to report a general ſtate of their 
cceedings previous to that order, a debate aroſe on the in- 
rmality of going out of the order of reference, contrary to 
Houſe, which continued till half after four 

| o'clock, 


e ſenſe of the 
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LoriSendyr: The Lord Sandys obſerved, that the motion was irregula 


o'clock, when a ſort of compromiſe took place between th 


ib. the Braunſton incloſing bill might be directed to report they 


it ; that the remaining two parts and a fraction were int 


' ous 2 manner as poſſible, under the confideration of t 
- Houſe. His Lordſhip's motion recited the proceedings of 
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parties, and a motion was made, that the committee do dnn 
up a ſtate of their whole proceedings previous to the 1 2th d 
April, (the date of the order of reference) with an accouy 
the motion of adjournment, and report the ſame to t 
Houſe. ; . | 

May 2. 


The Earl of Sandwich moved, that the committee q 


iginal proceedings to the Houſe, which being compli 
par 4 his Loviſhip entered into a ſhort view of . quekin 
He obſerved, that the lands propoſed to be incloſed, be 
ing divided into 41 parts or yard-lands, thoſe who poſſe 
parts were for the bill, and only ten and a half apaigh 


effion of thoſe who were well enough contented with t 
mcloſure, but did not chuſing to avoid giving offence] 
that upon this ſtate of the matter, which could not be fi 
eontroverted, it appeared, that three-fourths of the progt 
etors of lands within the pariſh were for the propoſed i 
cloſure, which was à fufficient majority to juſtify the paſig 
of the bill, and much greater than had been known to 
ceed in many inſtances. For theſe reaſons, therefore, 
ſaid he had a motion to propoſe, founded on the ſubject a 
ter of the report, which would defeat its effect, and at f 
ſame time bring the real merits of the bill, in as expedit 


committee, their putting off the bill for two months, a 
that it be recommitted, and that the committee be died 
to report the facts as they ſhould appear to them. 


that the Houſe were now in poſſeſſion of the report; 1 
were competent to agree with what part they pleaſed, 1 
reject the reſt, — 9 1 
The Earl of Sandwich replied, that no part of the 
nal report could be properly received or proceeded upon, 
the committee, by putting off the bill, had exceeded 
powers delegated to them, and had actually invaded the 
giſlative rights of the Houſe ; that the Houſe, by enten 
ing the bill in the firſt inſtance, and after a ſecond readind 
having ſent it to a committee, had approved of the prin 
and were bound to diſcuſs the merits on the report or thi 
reading, which could never be the cafe on the one 5 
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nade, as the committee had precluded the Houſe from taking 

nizance of the merits by irregularly proceeding to decide 

n them out of the Houſe. 

The Earl of Abercorn ſaid, that however ſtrenuous the Earl of 

ble Earl might be to cenſure the proceedings of the com- 

nittee, he — fairly anſwer for himſelf, that he was influ- : 
ed by no motives whatever, but doing juſtice to the par- 

ie That the noble Earl had relied much on the ſtate of 

woperty poſſeſſed by the friends of the Bill, and had drawn 
ors very favourably to the cauſe he eſpouſed ; but, 

: begged leave to differ from hig Lordſhip, as much on his 

anclufions as bis facts; and when the latter were properly 

certained to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, he believed bis 

rdſhip would not be able to produce one inſtance where an 

cloſing bill was paſſed againſt che conſent of fo many 

ietors, both in number and value. Ke 

The Earl of Sandwich cited ſeveral inſtances, in which Earl of 

ills had been paſſed when no more than two thirds had S-n4wichs 

onſented; and mentioned one in the year 1971 — — 

r, when a bill was paſſed, though the value poſſeſſed by 

te proprietors for the bill ex little more than one 


The Earl of Abercorn allowed the facts as ſtated by the Earl o 
ble Earl; but contended, that although that was 6 

t ü ing ſtate of the property, if thoſe inſtances now quoted 
we noble Earl were minutely enquired into, it would be 

und that a great majority were for thoſe reſpective bills, 

Jough they refuſed to ſign the petitions, on purpoſe to 

id contributing to the expence ; this being well known 

de a conſtant practice when there was no ſtrong oppo- 

lon ex , | 

Lord Viſcount Weymouth contended, that the point of or- Lord Viſ- 

rand the merits of the bill were both equally againſt the count F'g- 

dle Ear] who made the motion; that he ſhould therefore, anus 

de the Houſe to agree with the committee on the report, 

there had not been a queſtion before their Lordſhips 

dich muſt be firſt diſpoſed of; that however, when that 

on was put and loſt, as he truſted it would, the mo- 

for agreeing to the report from their Lordſhips com- 

ia ee would come as a matter of courſe. He ſaid, the no- 

zei Earl [Earl of Sandwich] had exerted hinſelf greatly to 

ee that three-fourths of the proprietors were for the in- 

- thi » but had totally failed in his proofs, for at moſt-the 

llenters were but 27 out of 41, the reſt refuſing to [ſign 

Pt be fairly deemed diſſenters ; beſides, the very o_ 
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ble intereſt of the Lord of the manor and the rector, wi 
properly and fairly eſtimated, would bring the conſents x 
diſſents nearly upon an equality. Ihe ſooner, theref, 
the noble Lord's queſtion was diſpoſed of the better, as by 
would be then at full liberty to introduce his, of agreeing 
with the report now on the table. | 
| Earl of The Earl of Sandwich anſwered, that the noble Lord hal 
Saxdwich. he preſumed, forgot, that the Lord of the manor had litt 
or no property in the pariſh; and as to the claim of th 
rector, that being the very ſtrong part of the cauſe he eſpouſed, 
he was ready to enter into e merits, as ſoon as poflible, i 
order to at that particular part of the main queſtion; 
beſides, a right reverend prelate _ Biſhop of Peterborougiſ 
| now abſent, had affured him, that the equivalent provide 

| | for the rector was ample, and every way ſatisfactory. 
| Lord Vi: Lord Viſcount Dudley ſaid, it would be impoflible, cu 
| count Dad- ſiſtent with the forms of the Houſe, to agree with the repe 
„% in its preſent ſhape.' He therefore recommended, as a middk 
wap, to have the firſt motion withdrawn, which being u 
2 in by the noble mover, his Lordſhip then mon 

mply, that the bill be recommitted. 

The Houſe divided. Contents, 28; non-contents, 1 
And next day the report was received, 


Ma 
A bill from the — 4 eftabliſh a play-houſe 
Earl of Mancheſter, was read the firſt time. The Earl of Rad 
Rader. entered the following proteſt againſt it. 
Diſſentient, For the reaſons entered in the journals 
26th of February, 1771, which, I conceive, at leaſt, ope 
with equal force againſt eſtabliſhing a theatre in the town! 
Mancheſter ; and becauſe no argument, or local conſiderati 
can,'in my judgment juſtify even the partial repeal of ali 
ſo well calculated to reſtrain diſſipation and licentiouſne 
and to promote the cauſe of induſtry, morality, and religia 
as every ſuch repeal directly tends to the increaſe of thoſe i 
evils, which, in the late addreſs of the convocation to 
Majeſty, the prelates (who now with ſuch conſiſtency cou 
tenance this bill) _ with infinite —_— * 
time preſent a very gloom ſpect to erious and d 
ſiderate mind.” 1 
RAD NOl 
Ma 


| 4. ; 
The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill 
| ereQting a houſe of induſtry, and for the employment off 
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e within the hundreds of Mitford and Launditch, in the 

nty of Norfolk. And counſel having been heard for and 

al the bill, the Earl of Buckinghamhire moved, that the Farl of 

| be committed. His Lordſhip entered into a general #«** 
of the poor laws, made ſeveral remarks on the great 

ſes which , a7 prevailed in the execution of them, and 

lied his whole reaſoning particularly to the ſhameful and 

pleted ſtate of thoſe pariſhes and hundreds meant to be in- 

zorated, Sago D 

The Lord Walpole owned the general principles laid Lord l, 
un, but denied the propriety of the application. Hig fl. 

rdſhip contended, the preſent bill could be countenanced 

on two grounds; either for the better ſupport and em- 

ment of the poor, or for the relief of the Jand-owners 

| occupiers, by lowering of the rates. The firſt of thoſe 

ludes the eaſe, bappineſh and content of the perſons main- 

ned and employed ; the other, the approbation and relief 

thoſe who are to pay for their maintenahce ; neither of 

ich can be ſo much as pretended. in the preſent, inftance 

neither my noble relation near me {Lord Townſhend 

jo ſo warmly patronizes the bill, nor any other noble Lore 

this Houſe, can inſiſt, that the poor in general are not 

ingly averſe to the bill, and that a great majority of the 

dd occupiers, who are to pay the rates, and an equality of 
proprietors, who may be ſuppoſed to be affected in a ſe- 

adary degree by thoſe rates, have not done every thing in 

Ir power to oppoſe it. | | BEN | 

The Duke of Manchefter obſerved, that great ſtreſs had Duke of 
laid by the counſel who argued againſt the propriety of Menchefer, 

bill's being ſent to a committee, on the clauſe which 

ikes it a capital felony to pull down, deface, or deftroy any 

the fences or incloſures to be raiſed about the houſe or 

Ids meant to be erected or incloſed ; and bad ludicrguſly- 

poked the caſe of a perſon pulling a hedge-ſtake, breaking 

we, or committing any fuch trifling treſpaſs, as comin 

Win the penal view or proviſion of that clauſe; but for 

| part, however he might admire the ingenuity. of the 

ed gentlemap, he could not poſſibly ſee the. neceflity of 

ting the word maliciouſly, 1 to his ideas; be- 

5 in the conſtruction of all, penal ſtatutes, he h 

ys underſtood, that it was the intention, not the act, 

more properly ſpeaking, the intention and the act coupled 

Fuer, that conftitured the offence. His Grace was there- 

for permitting the clauſe to ſtand in its preſet farm, as 

Mevention of any general or particular intention to deſtroy, 

OL, II, Q ſooner 
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ſooner than have it altered, upon ſuch flight, remote, 
A ee 
Lyt- The Lord Lyttelton approved of the $rjnciples of the 
and faid, he ſhould vote for it. The objections made a 
bar, that the poor would be confined, and that confinegy 
was a real hardſhip, and. contrary to the ſpirit of our |; 
his Lordſhip contended, was a miſtake; for the preſent | 
though it might differ as to the mode of reſtraint, pave 
new ſubſtantial power, but what might be legally exer 
under the ſtatute of the 43d of Elizabeth. The other 
| 13 that confinement was repugnant to the ſpirit of 
ws and conſtitution, was an * 4 — in his opinion eq 
erroneous; for his Lordſhip could never believe that a ¶ Me 
lifed, optional reſtraint, lefirned manifeſtly for the ben 
and relief of the perfon alone who was to be bound by 
could be deemed a hardſhip or puniſhment, particularly wi 
ſuch reſtraint grew out of the very act itſelf, which vu 
conſtitute the relief; for, the nature of manking is ſuch, 
you cannot relieve without the power of reſtraining, therek 
ou muſt have the power of doing both or neither. | 
ſhip then launched into great encomiums on the 20 Wn 
the 43d of Elizabeth; and enumerated the various and 
portant benefits derived from it; lamenting at the ſame i 
the ſhameful negle& and abuſes which had ſince been ini N 
duced-into the framing and executing the poor-laws. | 
dwelt with great energy on the vaſt ſums daily waſted in et 
Teſs litigations, relative to the law of ſettlements; andt 
corruption, cruelty, and intereſted conduct of pariſh office 
There is, ſays his Lordſhip, above three millions of mat 
annually raiſed in this country, for the ſupport and relief 
the poor; and I folemnly believe, that of the vaſt ſums 
money thrown away in ſuits relative to pariſh ſettleme! 
and ſquandered by the churchwardens and overſeers in tag" 
feaſts and revellings, &c. with ſeveral other ſpecies of n 
application and fraud, not a million and a half is applied 
the real purpoſes for which it is granted; but though [ig 
ap ove of the principle of the bill, I beg leave to differ jn 
the noble Duke, that the ,clauſe does - as well without! 
word malicious. I think a proviſion which enacts and iu 
mits the offender to ſo heavy a puniſhment, the hight 
known. in our law, ſhould be as clear and definite as pofivi 
And though we may well preſume it will never be rigor 
executed, ſo as to obtain 2 bad purpoſe, I muſt 
would be much better pleaſed that the. clanſe had been pem 
with the clearneſs and preciſion ſo neceflary to the true in 
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of, all. penal ſtatutes. Neither do I entirely approve of 

node of confinement ' propoſed by the bill, though as I 

before, I: believe that confinement, or a certain qualified 
of reſtraint; to be neceſſary. But take the bill on the 

e, as' T preſume no alteration can, conſiſtent with the 

ns of the other Houſe, be now made, as it is a money 

and approving of the principle of the bill, as I do, in 

lebt at leaſt of a local improvement of the poor laws, 

ey now ſtand, I ſhall give my hearty aſſent for ſending 

9 2 committee, q . fs 

he Ear! of Hillſborongbh informed the Houſe, that he had Earl of 

je the poor Jaws his particular ſtudy; and had many years 3 

x framed a general bill for their amendment and improve 

t; but after he had made a conſiderable progreſs, and 

bill having met with ſtrong oppoſition, the able man who 

that time preſided at the head of public affairs (Mr. Pelham) 

ing it might produce ſimilar clamours to that raiſed againſt 

Jew-bill then recently repealed, adviſed his Lordſhip to 

p it, as he could not with prudence promiſe it his coun» 

unce or ſupport. His Lordſhip obſerved, that ſince that 

pe he had remembered ſeveral bills relative to the poor laws, 

ght into Parliament. Some directed to remove ſome 

tial evil, others for the purpoſe of local benefit, or con- 

nience; none of them, he feared, anſwering. the ends pro- 

fed ; for, in his opinion, the evils, whether partial or ge- 

, have been for many years in a ſtate of progreſſional 

creaſe,” However, in all remedies of a local nature, two 

nriable rules had been conſtantly adhered to; one was, 

at the mode of relief or improvement was well directed, 

d would probably have the deſired effect; the other, that 

e matter being of a private and perſonal nature (the caſe 

ung quite otherwiſe where the whole community is con- 

emed) the perſons immediately intereſted in the event alone 

to be conſulted, Now, how does the preſent bill come 

ported by thoſe inſeparable marks, and inherent qualities? 

Why, in the firſt place, guardians are to appointed, who, it 

d preſumed, being gentlemen of probity, humanity, and in- 

pendent fortunes, will execute the truſts repoſed in them by 

Ws bill, with honour and fidelity. I allow the principle as 

mere ſpeculative propoſition, to be an extremely juſt one 

ut contend, it will be found the direct contrary. in practice. 

Ino too much of the world to believe otherwiſe. It is well 

own, that nothing of this kind was ever taken up, upon 

purer or more exalted ideas of humanity and generoſity, than 

appointment of the ſelect veſtry of St, George's, Hanover- 

| | 22 ſquare. 


os 
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- will the caſe then be probably within the hundreds of Mitt 
and Launditch? That the gentlemen appointed guardian 
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ſquare. It is equally notorious, that no truſt or Pariſh u 

lation was ever more faithfully and honourably execy; 
er a time; but what is the caſe now ? Why, that my 
and ſeveral others, at firſt equally ſanguine, have negled, 
what from out fituation and general purſuits we have for 
we could not poffibly attend to; and the pariſh of Hanom 
ſquare will in à few years fall under the direction, thou 
Perhaps modified into another form, of the very ſame ſpecy 
of power the ſelect veſtry was inſtituted to prevent. Wi 


in execution of their preſent ideas, will exert themſelve; 
the manner we did; and that when the fervor of reform B. 
and: improvement abates, thirigs will again flow into th 
former channels, of private jobbs, petty oppreſſions, and 
the detail of gtievances which fill up the local annals of alm 
every pariſh in the kingdom. For I believe no perſon wi 
be hardy enough to affert, that in an extent of county 
which takes in 23 miles in length and 15 in breadth, f 
guardians of the poor, I mean for any long continuand 
will, in the winter; through dirty roads, and ſhort days, 
what the ſelect veſtry have failed to execute, even at the 
very doors, without any perſonal inconvenience whaten 
Az to the other general ground of the bill, the conſulti 
and taking the ſenſe of thoſe who are to be immediately 
fected by it, that, I think, is a matter of very ſerious ou 
fideration,' and ought to be very cautiouſly attended tt 
Parliament ſhould, on no account, on 2 0 
* np countenance a bill of this kind, or any other« 
a ſimilar tendency, without being fully ſatisfied that ſuch 
clear, decifive majority, as is uſually deemed ſufficient i 
fuch caſes, are for the bill. How, then, does it apperr | 
the inſtance before us? One gentleman, examined at t 
bar, ſays, that there is ſuch a majority of the land- oune 
which is as flatly contradicted; while it is confeſſed ons 
hands, that of thoſe who actually pay the tax, the ln 
occupiers, there is an indiſputed majority againſt the bil 
The ſame gentleman, if I miſtake not, was examined 
prove the wretched, neglected ſtate of the poor within 
pariſh in which he Now, I would obſerve, d 
this gentleman is a juſtice of the peace; and I would 
this Houſe, if, by the nature of his office, he was not col 
petent to correct in the firſt inſtance, or remedy upon rept 
ſentation, the evils, the averting and removal of ue 
intended the bill he is brought to give his telfimall 


in ſupport of. On the whole, therefore, as the Houſe on a 
firmer occaſion threw out Mr. Gilbert's bill, intended to 
zive an optional power of incorporation to every hundred or 
number of ariſhes in the kingdom, as the plan, however 
plauſible well intentioned, appears to me ideal and im- 
practicable ; and as the diſſentions are much too numerous 
to warrant the legiſlative interference of this Houſe, I ſhall 
be againſt the bill going to a committee, 

Lords Townſhend and Monfort ſpoke in favour. of the 
hill, It was committed upon a diviſion of 58 to 3. 


| 6 
Counſel heard for and ink the third reading of the 
Braunſton incloſing bill. ry 


Lordſhip ſaid, that the bill had been oppoſed on a variety of 
grounds, and that great induſtry had been uſed to reprobate 
it; but howeyer, without wiſhing to combat ſuch a croud of 
objections, many of them trifling and contradictory, in de- 
tail, he ſhould crave the indulgence of the Houſe, after 
claſing them under three diftin& heads, to conſider briefly 
ſuch as carried moſt weight, or were ſupported with the 
teſt degree of Maafbilty. Thoſe heads of objection, 
ays his Lordſhip, are the rights of the Lord of the manor, 
the ſtate of conſents and aiflents to the bill, both in point of 
comparative property and number ; and which I look upon 
to be the true cauſe of the preſent oppoſition, the ſeeming. 
ntereſts and perſonal diſapprobation of the rector, Mr. Ed: 
wards ; I therefore entreat, that the Houſe will pleaſe to give 
heir attention for a few minutes, while I endeavour to ſhew, 
hat no one ſolid objection can be maintained upon any or 
pl of thoſe grounds, taken together. Before I proceed, it 
de neceſſary to aſſure the ight Rev. Bench, ſor whom, 
k individuals, as well as a collective body, I entertain a ve 
gh reverence and eſteem, that nothing which may fall 
om me in the courſe of the following obſervations, is meant 
d convey the leaſt degree of cenſure on their conduct. As 
d the claim of Sir John Webb, (the lord of the manor) I 
ve been long conyerſant with incloſures, and frequently in- 
netted as a party, and, till the preſent occaſion, never 
wy that the conſent or diſſent of \ Lord Ro (OO ed 
uf in proportion to the property he poſſeſſed. I am. myfel! 
ad of a very extenſive ee 5 Huntingdonſhire, the be- 
4 al property of which is enjoyed, by my noble Ne! 
in my eye, [the Duke of Mancheſter] d my interef 
RUA Wart fe ane: fer. arne the only power veſted 


The Earl of Sandwich, as ſoon as the council had finiſhed, Earl of 
moved, that the ſaid bill be now read a third time. His Sandwich. 


117 


118 


HS RE go. 
- PARLIAMENTARY A 
in me being that of appointing a game-keeper. Suppoſe, then, 
a bill Was brought in for incloling and dividing this lordſhip, 
and that 1 ſhould take it into m head to oppoſe'it ; it would 
indeed, at firſt, found Yeu well, and no doubt be a plaufible 
ground for oppoſition, that Lord Sandwich, the lord of the 
manor, being highly intereſted in the event, was ſtrongly 
againſt the incloſure, but when, on enquiry, it was dif. 
covered what ſpecies of intereſt his Lordſhip had in the 
intended incloſure, and that he had no real property; 
would not your Lordſhips laugh at Lord Sandwich for his 
frivolous and ill-grounded oppoſition ? What is the caſe here? | 
Why, that Sir John Webb, whoſe diſſent is much relied on, 


is not poſſeſſed of a ſixtieth part of Braunſton field, or lit. I 
tle more than half a yard-Jand out of forty-one, But it haa if t 
been urged, with great ſeeming weight, at the bar, that his Ne 
other intereſts will be deeply affected by the paſſing of the BW þ 
bill; that the copyhold and freehold will be fo blended toge- Wi ti 
ther, that he will be deprived of his. manorial rights and tl 
ſexyices, his heriots, fines, &c. Now I take it, that the th 
very. reverſe will be the caſe; becauſe, the limits of both will Wh fi 
be mare exactly aſcertained, the fines will be certain, and all i bu 
that colluſion on one fide, and thoſe unreaſonable claims on WW 7a 
the other, will immediately ceaſe ; becauſe the preſent bill MN the 
will be ſuch a record to which either party may have r. WW pr. 
courſe, that the Lord will know where to diſtrain for its Wi po! 
heriots, &c. and the copyholder be clearly protected from any WW rec 
claims, but (thoſe to which he ought to ſubmit. I do not Bi cet 
offer on mere ſpeculative notions, I ſpeak from experience, ior 
in an, incloſure I was concerned in a few years ſince in the up 
mentioned county, not where I was the nominal Lord of the the 
manor, but in which I at preſent enjoy an eſtate of 100% pn 
per ann. I believe 1 might ſuggeſt one great motive for the Won 2 
preſent” Lord's great ſeeming ſolicitude for his manorid H naue 
rights, that is, while the fields lie open, they will be a ha - 
bour for all kinds of game, but as ſoon as they become indo 


cloſed, his fox-hunting will ſhortly after be at an end. 
Tze next point to be conſidered is, the ſtare of the p- 
perty reſpecting the contents and diſſents. I own I was much 
ſurpriſed to hear it aſſerted at the bar, that the diſſents bot 
a proportion of 174 to 234, when it is fo evident, as not" 
be even contradicted, that the latter were no more than! 
and a fraction, and the contents were clearly 28, allowil 
at the perſon whoſe ſon ſigned for him, and who was pe 
elled of a yard-land, had never given his ſoh any authong 
to. do ſo, This, therefore,” I take to be the true mer? 
queſtion ; every other conſideration thrown in to fis 


; 


/ 
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the oppoſition, but not to give it weight, in my opinion, 
being totally foreign. Now if we recollect, that either 
Houſe of Parliament have eſtabliſhed the exact quantum of 
property neceſſary to entitle a billof this nature to their le- 
giſlative ſanction; if we reflect, that nearly three-fourths. of 
the proprietors of lands within Braunſton field are for havin 

7 it incloſed ; that ſeveral have been prevailed on, by perſon 
influence, to withold their conſents ; and: that three. or four 
> bills warmly conteſted have . paſſed this Houſe within the 
laſt year or two, ſupported. by a much ſmaller proportion of 
; property; I truſt, your Lordſhips will, for theſe reaſons, be 
induced to give your aſſent to the bill. 3 
The laſt point I ſhall obſerve on is the oppoſition of the 
N Rector, which I look upon to be the moſt extraordinary 
1 that ever entered into the mind of man to conceive. His in- 
is WY come. is to be conſiderably improved, I think nearly. 190l. 
ann. but he does not chuſe it. Will any noble Lord in 
e- WY this Houſe bring himſelf to believe, that becauſe Flo gen- 
deman has thought fit to oppoſe the incloſure, that therefore 
ie te intereſts. of a conſiderable body of men ſhould be ſacri- 
i ficed to his caprice? I would wiſh. to paſs it over in ſilence, 
but I cannot avoid remarking that this act of the ReQor's 
on rather ſeems to originate from a ſyſtematic ſpirit of veſtin 
ill By the clergy in — with a power of N the land 

re- Wl property of the whole kingdom, and of employing that 
its WY power to purpoſes equally injurious to that property, and di- 
m rected to their own. particular benefit. I ſpeak it with great 
a Leference, but I repeat it again, that I ſhall, to the utmoſt 
ce, ef my power, combat ſuch an attempt, however ahetted or 
a upported within theſe. walls, or elſewhere; " I try 

the be very reſpectable part of that body, when. properly ap- 
deb prized of ſuch ap intention, will forbear on the preſent, as 
wee all future occaſions, to give ſuch, a ſyſtem either Cqunte- 


rid Wi nance or ſupport, ron wes acts ane 
b. On the whole, the preſent queſtion not being) whether in- 
„ eüng in general be founded in, good policy, which I think 


It is, 


ut whether the bill before us ſtands. ;unimpeached | 


pro pon any ground of argument, particular facts, ſpegihc.ri 
nl, want. of precedent, 1 make, 90 doubt but it Ab Het 


nth your Lordſhips hearty:cancurrence, 


uity and ability, I would juſt meet him on the ground on 
Mich be ſeems deſirous to pan reſt the merits. of the pre- 
ent queſtion. That is, the ſtate gf the N 1 
de conſenters and diſſenters, If I can prove to the Houſe, 

that 


| 


Lord JVeymouth, Without entering into the detail which Ler- 
de noble Earl has laboured ta explain with, ſo much inge b. 
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thathis Lordſhip's repreſentation is errontous, all his con, 
cluſiohs; "correlative arguments, and facts, muſt at once come 
to noöthi I would wiſh your Lordſhips to recollect the 
conduct of the counſel at the bar. Mr. Wheeler, (who 
was apainft the bill) after enumerating the ſtate of the con. 
Jents and diffents, aſked the counſel on the other ſide, if he 
meant to controvert that ſtate ; and only one objection being 
made, relative to Clarridge's authorizing Kis ſon to ſign for 
tim, Mr. Wheeler brought two witneſſes, who proved he 
did not give ſuch authority at the time; and that both 
— - time, dry | fince; he declared his wiſh; that * fields 
t remain open, 'Now, ſu poſing that Clarridge 
Fab were to be deemed as included in the conſents, "i th 
Ls mpeg 'of The prop remain t hus, for I took it 
owh at 47 2 — po of 23 yard-lands for the 
bill, akd are then, no 28. Lord in thi 
Houfe wi cone 1 a matter of mere private conſideration, 
totally Robe ed with the public intereſt, that it was ever 
et that this Houſe ever interfered when the Poe 
were {o neatly equal. The noble Earl ma infer, d 
this is not the true ſtate of the property poſſeſſed by the con- 
reridifng parties; but 1 am well convinced that it is; 2nd 
that, were any other proof wanting, the adtniffion of the 
counfel on the other fi e, would be uſficient evidence for the 
Houſe to proceed on; according to this plain rule, that what. 
ever is" not contradifted is well preſumed to be admitted. 
The noble earl has taken great pains to r ſeveral other 
obje&iohs made to the bill z but I muſt beg leave to _ 
he has failed in every ohe inſtance. He fays, the claim d 
the Lord of the manor is only to be conſidered in proper- 
= to the beneficial intereft he poſſeſſes. I own the truth of 
polition, as a general one, though I do not im 4” 
— to it to the full extent he lays it but in 
ſent inſtance the very argument makes aga Wink him, and it th 
becauſe the Lord of the manor has a begcketal intereſt in the 
2 — — , that I would give his oppoſition the weight and con. 
| It is deſervedly entitled to. It is becauſe he cal 
neither diftrain for his heriots, or recover bis — and that 
he Has net an equitable compenſation for his 
watts, har. that [ profeſothy ſelf Ant the vill. | yo ed, he wi 
Lord of the manor as the noble Earl ſo humoroulh 
| —— Himſelf to be, I thould Took upon his oppoſition tt 
obeed Hon his defire of enjoyi ng the p pleaſure of the held} 
Leaf riever be induced t * the oppoſition on the p! 


ON ON, ofiginating from property lightly, any 


poſition that the Lord of a manor, who had no property; 
;zht think proper to act in a ſimilar manner. The fired. 
g the power from the ordinary, and lodging it in the ga- 
on, though I preſume na had uſe of it will be made on the 
ſent occaſion, will, in my opinion, be a very bad prece- | 
it ta eſtabliſh 3 becauſs it will open a door for colluſive 

wuments between the patron and the pariſhioners in ſom 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


? 
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5 ces; and in others, where. matters. may be managed, 
ee dextrouſly;; between the patron, pariſhioners, and in- 
1 nhedt, whereby the church may be ſtripped of her patri- 
| on, as the ordioary will be precluded from any interfe- 
4 % whatever. But beſides the general miſchiefs that 
. Y ariſe, how does the caſe ſtand as affecting the preſent 
de er? The Commiſſioners are authorized to borrow, with the 
2 aſent of the patrons, the fellows of St. John's College; Ox- 
x d, 1500], to be laid out at their pleaſure ; and the rector 
” Wconpelled; in the firſt inſtance, to pay the intereſt of the 
e ſum, and reduce the capital at the rate of 1-3othi 
' WE; jcar ; fo that; to GREENE certain land-hojders in 
15 x pariſh, and to increaſe the intereſt of the patrons; the 


tar is to be ſaddled with a payment of 1251. per annum, 
| of a freehold for life, which no man on earth, without 
feſt injuſtice, can abridge or take away: Great ſtreſs 


yo likewiſe been laid on the great inconvenience from the 
ford canal, which runs through the field, the true ſtate of 
ie: che field contains upwards of two thouſand 


s, and the whole of what the navigation has cut off is 
wo; when it is, therefore, conſidered, that the cut is 
note than half a mile in length, and that within that 
t diſtance there are four bridges, I hope no. argument 
ſeceſſity will weigh with your Lordſhips, where there 
$ not exiſt the leaſt foundation for any, The Jaſt circum- 


* 
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a0] ke I ſhall mention is, the allotting nine acres for a new 
a Now, it is well known, that the great Cheſter road 


| through the field, but that for the convenience of a 

ouring pariſh, there is a clauſe in the bill, that an- 

toad, thirty yards in breadth, is to be made; I there- 

nove a clauſe, by way of rider to the bill, that the 

pad be confined. to the breadth of twenty yards 

We Archbiſhop of Canterbury (aid, he ſhould not enter in- Archþiſhop - 
ie conſideration of the ſeveral arguments made uſe of on f Cantebu- 
kt fide of the Hquſe, relative to the cantroul of the do- 

Ber che particular rights of the rector, but confiae 
e ſtate of r for e Y 
At. in his o i i Ds In not ufficient for up- | 


— - 
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| ing the preſent bill, he ſhould be againſt its paſiins i. 
on . He added, he knew nothing of Te N 30 
right reverend prelate [ Biſhop: of Peterborough] in hoh 
dioceſe the lands in queſtion were ſituated, but what he has 
learned from the noble Earl [Earl of, Sandwich.) 
Tal of Fan- The Earl of Fautinberg ſpoke warmly againſt the hit 
cenberg., and after minutely ſtating the property on both ſides, th 
" number of acres, the produce in corn, and the value of i 
at market, obſerved on the whole, that the value of c. 
lands meant to be inclofed were 12001. per annum, 650), 4 
which only was poſſeſſed by the friends of the bill, and th 
remainder by its opponents, which was a majority that 
dehed the friends of the bill to produce ſuch another inſtar 
in the proceedings of that Houſe, to authorize the preſent 
be paſſed into a law. | 
Lord Viſ- he Lord Viſcount Dudley alluded to the ftory of thes 
toumt Pud- man, his fon, and his afs; and ſaid, it was impoſſible to plex 
14 every one in matters of this kind. He had frequently 
rienced the ſame himſelf, particularly relative to the fate 
the Worceſterſhire canal, lately poſtponed in the other Houl 
where, after every material objection had been removed, 
ones were ſtarted, and daily multiplied, which, he could 
help obſerving, was the caſe in the preſent bill, where, ame 
many other reaſons of ſimilar nature offered againſt it, t 
exonerating thoſe poſſeſſed of leſs than half a yard- land fr 
the expence of incloſing was much inſiſted on, though pn 
bably if they were not, ſtill greater complaints would h 
been raiſed againft the ;nfultice and oppreſſion of obligi 
them to contribute rateably towards the expence with t 
more opulent land-owners. 2 
The queſtion being put upon Lord Weymouth's inten 
clauſe, the Houſe divided; for it 30; againſt it 37. 
The bill was - agg read a third time, and paſſel. 
' 12. | | 
As the following debate — moſtly on a circumſtan 
not immediately connected with the merits of the bill, 
the better underſtanding of what paſſed on the occaſion, 
will be neceſſary to point out that circumſtance by v 
explanation.——The day on which the bill was preſent 
on a motion for reading it a firſt time, the Earl of ' Rail 
moved the rejection of it, and a ſhort converfation el 
The friends of the bill, fearful of lofing it in th f 
judiciouſly moved the previous queſtion, by which mt 
the noble Lord was left in a minority conſiſting of bim 
Offended that the Biſhops divided againſt him; contrary, 


1.4975; BB: BA: T:oiB i 1 

"Jerſtood, to theit. previous declarations, his Lordſhip en- 
d the proteſt, (ſee page 1 12 Jin which he contraſted partof the 
antents. of their addreſs to his Majeſty in convocation, 


aving moved to have the bill read a ſecond time, a debate 


ot have riſen, were it not to exculpate himſelf from a charge 
ade againſt him and the reſt of his brethren by a noble Earl 


t of debate, it was no looſe equivocal expreſſion which 
night admit of a double interpretation; the matter he adver- 
d to was on record, for it was on their Lordſhips journals. 
eſaid, it was no leſs fallacious in point of fact, than in- 


uſtice in common with the reſt of their fellow ſubjeRs. 
e then proceeded to inform the Houſe, that although he 
approved of the bill, and was of courſe from the begin- 
g reſolved to vote againſt it, he did not think the firſt rea- 
ng the proper ftage to oppoſe it, as it would, in his opi- 
jon, be more candid and agreeable to parliamentary uſage, 
modo combat the bill on the ſecorid reading. He therefore, 
pom the known candour of the noble Earl who had entered. 
te proteſt, as well as his love of juſtice, expected that. his 


| 10 may be ſuppoſed to convey to poſterity a moſt heavy accu- 
lei don on a body of men who were — innocent. As 
h the queſt on itſelf, whether or not permiſſion ought to be 


ven to erect a playhouſe at Mancheſter, he had not a ſingle 
oubt of the impropriety of granting ſuch a pormiſſion, in a 
rat trading manufacturing town 3 but, he feared at the 
ne time, that throwing out the bill would not prevent the 
ll, 28 what was refuſed by Parliament would till be ſup- 
ried by conſcience. He ſaid there were many plays of a 
ol maſtruftive tendency, that where thoſe repreſentations 


on; ee properly conducted, they operated to the improvement 
ray WE” manners; and if cuſtom had not determined otherwiſe, 
ſent” his own part, he could with pleaſure go to the theatre 


ke the Engliſh Roſcius ; and on the whole, if a thea gte 
$to be permitted, or eſtabliſhed by act of Parliament (Cor 
f Was afraid the evil would exiſt in one form, or the other 
"oped the magiſtrates in all thoſe towns, where ſuch exhi- 
ons were permitted, would take ſingular care to prohibit 
e repreſentation of one 1 play (the Beggar's Ope- 
| 2 5 


ith their conduct in reference to the bill. Lord Lyttelton 


100 


reſent ; that it was not a thing that fell merely in the 


urious to a body of men, who were certainly intitled to 


rdſhip would withdraw it, or at leaſt, expunge ſuch parts 


123 


ſued. 
The Biſhop of London declared, he was entirely againſt Bihep er 
he bill going to a committee; that, however, he ſhould Lenden- 


pr of 
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ra) which, in his opinion, tended more to corrupt the mo- 
rals'of the lower orders of the people, than all the other play 
extant in the Erigliſh language befide; and ſhould the ma. 
nagers or directors perſiſt e truſted that the magiſtrates 
Id vigqrouſty execute che vagrant laws againft fuch daring 
offenders, as perſons not entitled to a pariſh ſettlement, * 
The Earl of Radnor. No perſon in this. Houle would 
AE than 1 Would from paffing a cenſure upon any bo- 
dy of men, particular! the right Nod bench, for whom = 
I" entertain fo high and fingular à reſpect. A ſhort hiſtory 
f the tranfaftion will wokeytr be my beſt . for my 
Cohduct relative to what Has alread y happen and for fil 
perſiſting in my former opinion, 2 tefuſing how to rein 
"While this bill was paſſing through the other Houſe, | 

1 to the moſt teverend prelate who fits at the hcad o 
bench, to the right rebetend prefate who nog 

Ang to the other right reverend prłtate in 'whioſe di 
ancheſter is ſituated. I informed them of my jnten- 
Si inn ko oppoſe the bil; and deſired to know their ſentiment r 
wer anſwered, they thought with me on the fubjeR; and 
were loved to give it every oppofition in their power 
Havibg notice of the day the bin was to come up from tit 
ommons, I deſited the firſt reading might be deferred, 
he Lords furimogied, This being complied with, how 2 
5 my aſtoniſhment, when I moved the rejection on Js 
FA ire2din ng, to find the previous queſtion put, and my 
ina Migortty albhe; every one member of the right . 


bo behch tar was preſent having divided "apaintt me. ber 


therefore appeal to your Lordfhips, if 1 had not rea 

be offended; and if any one noble Lord in this Hou 
ould ot "hit bimſelf Ill treated, if upon any — tog 
of cher "within thefe walls, his friends, after afforin de 
Shoe tt, ſtiould* encourage him to divide the ak | 

a nd ate rd Vote ditectiy contrary to the previous afluran 
vet glo? non. their part ? prot 
Farl of Carlifle ſpoke much in Fabbur bf the bill Pi 
ſaid, that Meth6difm' was Gily's aining ground, particu] 
In the manu: aQuring' towns; ; 47 "THe 1dybouſes, well 
gulated, "would be the means of diſpellmg thoſe gloc 
Thoughts and” that melanchgly ſtate bf mind fo fayourabl 
4 75 e the dan ingervts d6Arivies 'embrated'? 
thoſe fe "That he would nor Fay plays were — 
at this timg leſßs witty, but they tertai 725 Teſs immoral in 


tene than Weg ou of former periods, and coi 
„ ve Hand Was Jef Ay it en o. 
Shs before, peel 
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| | — 
li, Lord Lyttelton. The right reverend prelate who openad Lord Lyreel- 
ae debate, though he profettes his intention of giving a ne-“ 

na. tive to the bill, has at the ſame time pleaded moſt-power- 

ah ully in its favour, He ſays, were our theatric exhibitions 


properly regulated, they might ſerve and promote the cauſe of 
victue, inftead of "hurting it. He deprecates the pernicious, 


us Wbancful effects of one play in particular, The Beggar's Opera; 
be. ad ſeems to allow, that the repreſentation of that play alone 
onto be dreaded. I am pleaſed to find, that the right reverend 
late has given me ſo fair an opportunity of ſatisfying him on 
my hat head; and informing him, that the intended manager has 
en me the fulleſt and moſt unreſerved aſſurances, that the play 
nn the Beggar's Opera thall never be exhibited on his theatre. 


he right reverend prelate likewiſe tells your Lordſhips, that 
feuſtom and the current prevailing opinions of mankind had 
ot forbidden it, that he could with pleaſure be preſent toſte 
he Engliſh Roſcius appear in ſome of his capital characters. 
I applaud the wiſh, and Lam ſorry to obſerve, that nothing 
bur prejudice and (ignorance could lay the foundation of a 
btintion, which is to preclude any ſet of men from enjoy- 
Iro"the fruits of ſo pleaſing, inſtructive, and ſolid an enter- 
lnhent, The right reverend prelate endeavours to make a 
litinction, and draw a line between thoſe places Where en- 
ertainments of this kind ought or ought not to be permitted; 
by which he would exclude all trading and manufacturit 
uns. But here I muſt beg leave to diſſent from him, and 
draw a direct contrary concluſion; ' for in my opinion, 
dere is no place under proper regulation, in which 
dould be more encouraged, as people, ho labour intenſeby, 
quire a proportionable recreation; and the ſixpence ſpent 
t a theatre is much better laid out than at. an alehouſe. It 
es me much · pain, but my duty as a member of this Houſe 
fill not permit me to paſs over in ſilencei a matter of no ſmull 
nlequence mentioned in this day's debate; I mean the 
protelt ſigned a few days ſince by the noble Earl'ncar me, 
which, give me leave to ſay, when properly and ſeriouſly con- 
Idered, has a much more direct tendeney to corrupt the 
ns of the lower orders of the people, than all the'thea- 
ethibitions ever repreſented in this Country, Fhe right 
erend beneh, ho are the great protectors of the infevalts = 
religion,” the known promoters of vlrtue and morality an 
eit ſeveral d ioceſes, hO in their own perſons enſoree by 
ae they teach. by precepr ; who are the ondy ſet 
men in the chriſtian ' world of the ſame deſctiption Mat 


Mog the rigid doctrines of primitive thriltiadicy,! IE 
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| themſelves the true diſciples of their Saviour Jcſus, (ie 
\ biſhops of Spain, France, Italy, and the reſt of Eur 
having long ſince mixed in the common herd of maynking 

and thrown off all diſtinctions of living and acting, whig 
originally connected themſelves with the exerciſe of the 

ſacred functions.) This very reſpectable body of men, I ſi 

are not only held out to the preſent generation, but the 

names handed down to poſterity, as the encouragers of yiee 
immorality, and profaneneis; and ſtill the more to aggram 

the charge, their own words, on a former oecion, are quotel 

and contraſted with their recent conduct, in order to convil 
them of hypocriſy, and ſurcharge the picture. This is the ſul 

ſtance of the noble Earl's — Now, what will be the pt, 

bable conſequences, as operating on the people? Firſt, toir 

creaſe that levelling ſpirit, and contempt of the high orders 

the; ſtate, which — ſorry to ſee is already too prevalen 

and which is known to be fo deſtructive of all ſubordinatin 

order and good government; and ſecondly, to perſuade mat 

kind, that religion and morality are no more than em 

founds taken up. and echoed for perſonal, intereſted purpoſe 

when it is proved that the very protectors and guardians 

both have deſexted their charge, as unworthy of their care, 
attention. This, my Lords, will be the certain eſfect oft 

noble Earl's proteſt in its preſent form; and it is on th 

ground I now ꝓteſume to contend, that it is highly incumbe 

on his Lordſhip to withdraw it, or modify it in ſuch, am 

ner as to prevent the manifeſt evils it muſt otherwiſe be pi 
ductive of. I know the noble Lord's candour ; I am fatisht 
of his love. of truth and juſtice, His religious tenets are 
well known; indeed, his eccleſiaſtical, I ſhould ſay his ep 

- copal.charaQter, ſor ſanctity of life and \pucity* of dodri 
are already do notorious, that his. Lordſhip wants no elent 

_ quality, but a mitre and a pair of lawn fleeyes to make i 
n perfect biſhop. I therefore intreat that his Lord{hip in 
-tboſe united mptives, will undeceive the public, and difabi 
poſterity, by eraſing the-exceptionable parts of the protek, 
copſent to withdraw it entirely. The explanation of 
right reverend prelate, the ſentiments of the whole bene 
ſhew beyond queſtion, that juſtice rigidly demands whit 

no aſked ; for, ſure, the noble Lord could not wiſh to b 
it go abroad. into the world, that the right reverend ben 
yoted for the bill, when the fact was confeſſedly otherwi 
and that, the cauſe: of virtue, morality, and religion, ſhi 
- ſulfer, by means of any ſuch miſtepreſentation. On 


whole, oy Lords, I appeal to the candour and jufic 
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noble Lord: I truf to his care of the morals of the people, 
and his love of truth, that he will deviſe ſome method to ſe 
this matter upon a right footing; and I preſs him more ear- 
neftly to the execution of this requeſt, becauſe, otherwiſe, 
| muſt be under the diſagreable neceſſity of moving to ex- 
punge from your Lordſhips journals what truth will not per- 
mit to remain there; what is in its nature ſo very injurious 


and finally, what may be ſo deſtructive to the morals of the 
le and to the civil and religious intereſts of this country. 


thren preſent, I could not pretend to determine. I found 
myſelf compelled to act in a manner: ſuited to my feelings, 


read a firſt time, for eſtabliſhing a theatre in the town of 
Mancheſter ; from the very minute therefore that the diviſion 
took place, and that I ſaw the members of the right reverend 
bench ſupport the bringing in of the bill, I was clearly 
juſtihed in making the diftiQtion on which my proteft was 
grounded. The right reverend prelate juſtifies himſelf on 
the uſages of Parliament, and the'general. mode of proceed- 
ing uſually adopted by this Houſe; which is, to let a bill go 
to 2 firſt reading, perhaps out of compliment to whatever 
noble Lord indy happen to bring it in. But I deny any ſuch 
nage, as a rule never to be departed from: I remember 
myſelf many inſtances to the contrary, particularly one, in 
which. the right reverend bench itſelf took a very leading and 
ative part, relative to the diſſenters. I recollect a recent in- 
ſtance, in the courſe of the preſent ſeflion, full in point, 
when a bill was rejected on the very day it was received; 


lilapproved of, in the firſt ſtage, than, by permitting it to go 
o a ſecond reading, entertain, and give a ſanction to the 
principle, and ſubject the perſons applying for it to the ex- 
pences-and fees of the Houſe. How much ſoever the right 
feverend prelate may talk of candour and parliamentary uſage, 
Ian juſtified in contending, that ſuch an indulgence is 


duty to put a negative on a bill, in a ſtage in which it is at- 
ended with little or no expence, rather than vote firſt for 
introduction (though folly determined to oppoſe it) and 


Mich to me appears ſomewhat like entertaining a bill or ſuit 
| in 


to the perfonal character of ſo reſpectable a part of this Houſe ; 


and to the ſpur of the occaſion, A bill was offered to be 


dJ look upon it to be much more parliamentary, candid, 
ad regular, to reject a bill, the principle of which is totally 


tvelty in the extreme, and that I ſhall always think it my 


When it comes to be read a ſecond time; vote for its rejection; 
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The Earl of Radnor. Whatever might have been the in- Earl of 
tention of the right reverend prelate, and the reſt of his bre- Rad. 
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in the-courts below, upon no juſt ground, but with a vier i 
diſmiſs it with double coſts, as frivolous; and vexatious. 
Duke of Duke of Manchefler. Ihe noble Lord near me [Ly 
Meonchefter. ton] ſeems to, eſtabliſh a propolitioa, which I mug 
eonfeſs I am far from approving. He urges. the necefity d 
the noble Lord, Who ſpoke lad. permitting ſuch alterations 
in his proteſt as may remove the cenſure it is ſuppoſed 9 
contain on a certain right reverend body; and in caſe of t. 
fulal, ſays, he ſhall be obliged. to move, that the objeRionahly 
words, or paſſage alluded to, ſhall be eraſed. I am far fron 
. _ "approving of the whole of the proteſt: I wiſh ſincerely i 
had not been entered, becauſe it'proceeded from miſtake au 
wmiſappichenfion, no matter on which ſide; but I can newer 
GU 2 haue one — = — and A ge Prilis 

leges ü peerage invaded, to autwer any particular pur 
however urgent. It is the inherent, Bdabitable * 
every noble Lord in this Houſe, to proteſt either ingly or i 
2 body; and 1 take it, that this privilege admits of no (ps. 
cific controul. This privilege, it is true, may be abuſed, 
wrongly exerciſed; but what will be the probable conſs 
quence, ſhould your Lordſhips attempt to eſtabliſh a prece- 
dent that would take this right of proteſting away? That: 
majority at all times may not only, as uſual, carry even 
point they wiſh, but beſides, prevent the minority from pro, 
teſting; for reaſons would not be wanting to point out the 
n of ſuch a mode of proceeding. 1 cannot therefore 
conceive, that it would be poſſible to devife any mode, « 
form of proteſting, which might not with a little ingenuity 
be made to point at, and be interpreted to be injurious ty 
ſome one body of men or other. On the other hand, the 
great reſpect I bear to the noble Earl, who drew up tis 
proteſt, and the high eſteem and reverence I entertain for the 
right-reverend body, who are immediately affected by that per- 
formance, induce me to wiſh, that the noble Earl himfl 
would offer ſome amendment, or explanative addition, ſuited 
to the actual circumſtances of the caſe, But whether hy 
Lordſhip will, or will not, I can never. giye my conſent to 
bave any part of the ſacred records of Parliament expunged 
from your Lordſhips journals. As to the bill itſelf, I ou 
myſelt a very warm advocate in its favour, I think the mor 
tives for condemning theatric tepreſentations, which former 
ſubſiſted, at preſent no longer exiſt. The licentiouſneſß « 
the laſt century is wholly baniſhed, from our theatres ; 20 
bo much ſoever our modern playwrights may fall {bot « 
© their predeceſſors in point of wit, humqur, and true characte 


5 


the 


hey at leaſt excel them in morality. I will not even pretend, -Y 

hat this turn or tafte of the town originated either with au- 
hors or managers; but this I will afirm, and do appeal to 
wr Lordſhips for the truth of what I fay, that the moſt 
wal and ſentimental pieces are thoſe recived; nay 
pre, that iy arg violation of the rules of p riety — 


| to corum would meet with the moſt marked diſpleaſure of 
re- he public. Befides, were there any grounds to fear that a 
ble WWertain favourite piece, juſtly reprobated by the right reverend 


relate, as pernicious and deſtructive to the laft degree, of 


rom 
y it he morals of the lower orders of the people, might be exhi- 
ed on the Mancheſter theatre, we have the moſt full and 


ver eciic aſſurances to the contrary. On the whole, therefore, 
ini do give my moſt hearty concurrence for the bill being ſent 
ole, : committee. | & 
t of BW The Earl Gower endeavoured to ſhew, that the proteſt was Earl Gewer, 
r 0 nn up on miſconception and miſtake; and therefore, as 
(pe- Ne true ſentiments of the right reverend bench were at 
rent fully known, he earneſtly recommended to the noble 
ile Wal, who drew it up, to make ſuch alterations as would 


pond with thoſe ſentiments. His Lordſhip obſerved, 

at the proteſt had already got into the news-papers, that, 

its preſent form, it conveyed the moſt unfavourable idea of 

e whole bench of Biſhops; and that, conſequently, the 

aration which juſtice required, ought to be as public as 

e injury they had ſuſtained,” which he knew no way of 

ding but by altering the proteſt, and explaining the true 

dunds of the miſtake, or miſrepreſentation: , - 1 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The right reverend prelate Archbiſbop 
my right hand, has ſo fully explained what I had to of Canterbu- 
fer concerning the proteſt, that I have nothing further ta 7” 

de on that ſubject. This I may ſafely add, howeyer, that 


| noble Earl who thought fit to paſs ſo heavy a'cenſure on 3 
el lis bench, nor any ather Lord in this Houſe, could poffibl ' 
po more zealous againſt the preſent bill than myſelf. I af- 

i 


ed his Lordſhip, at the time, of my ſentiments; and I lit- 
magined, that when I was complying with what I deemed 
uniform mode of proceeding eftabliſhed by the Houſe, I 
a the ſame time laying a — for a charge of a 
i heavy and unprecedented nature, in which I and the 
| of my brethren were to be undeſervedly involved. That 
odle Lord's own ideas of juſtice will, I doubt not, better 
rſt what may be proper to undeceive the public than any 
Ing l. could poſſibly offer. A noble Lord over the way, 
rd Lyttelton] has endeavoured to defend the bill on gene- 
Vor. II. 8 ral 
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ral principles z but give me leave to ſay, that, in my gi. 
nion, he has totally failed, as to the particular application d 
his arguments, in ſupport of eſtabliſhing play- houſes in greg 
manufacturing towns. I muſt obſerve, that his reaſons ar 
both fallacious and erroneous ; for whatever may be ur 
for their being eſtabliſhed here in London, I am perfegj 
convinced that they tend to create idleneſs, and all the tra 
of evils idleneſs is known to be productive of, among that 
- who are deſtined to live by labour and induſtry. I remen. 
ber, when I reſided in the laſt dioceſe I had the care of, [ 
went to agreat trading town [ Birmingham] to attend an ori- 
nation; and having a curioſity to inſpect the manufaQurg 
carrying on by a Mr, Taylor, upon examining the works 
I enquired how many men he employed; he anſwered go 
And where are they? is this a holiday? No, ſays he, by 
we have a play-houſe here; the men were at the play li 
night, and it is impoflible to get them to their buſineſs ſu 
two or three days after they have been there. The noble 
Lord has aſſerted another thing equally deſtitute of found 
tion or probability, He ſuppoſes that the labouring mechani 
will ſpend the ſix-pence or ſhilling he was wont to throy 
away at the public-houſe, in the more rational entertait 
ment of a play. Is his Lordſhip ſerious, or would he 1. 
tempt to perſuade us, that the man who uſed to waſte hi 
time at the ale-houſe will return ſupperleſs to bed, or nd 
rather incur a double expence, firſt at the play-houſe, and i 
terwards at a public-houſe? On the whole, we do nd 
ſpeak from mere ſpeculation ; experience has already pros 
he evil at Norwich and other trading towns. I difapprot 
of the principle; I am convinced that in trading and n 
nufacturing towns its effects are immediate and petnicious 
Jam therefore ſtrenuouſly againſt committing the bill, 
Lord Vif- The Lord Viſcount Dudley. I live very near the ge 
count Dud- manufacturing town the moſt reverend prelate ſpeaks of, a 
2. in the courſe of my obſervation and acquaintance with ſet 
ral of the moſt eminent traders, could never learn that f 
leaſt inconvenjence was felt by erecting a play-houſe in tl 
town, I knew Mr, Taylor, the perſon bis Grace ſpeaks 
and can bardly think he could have ever amaſſed the very in 
menſe riches he did, unleſs his men, as well in times of theatil 
exhibitions as at other ſeaſons, were more amenable to tit 
maſter's orders, and attended more conſtantly to their worl 
As to the proteſt which has been ſo much the ſubjeR of til 


day's debate, I confeſs I do not ſee myſelf, how the exprem® u 


— wu 
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f convocation, and the conduct of the Biſhops can be at all 
contraſted, as they are attempted in the proteſt: in their 
ddreſs, they ſhew their abhorrence of every thing that 
ends to encourage immorality : and here they voted for a 
dill allowing the exhibition of moral plays. I do not think 
the obſervation at all to the purpoſe, I wiſh the noble Earl 
ould conſent to withdraw, or ſuffer ſuch alterations as 
would prevent the injuſtice with which it is fraught, and 
he very dangerous impreſſions it may make without doors. 
Otherwiſe I muſt feel myſelf under the ſame diſagreeable 
redicament of the noble Lord [Lord Lyttelton] m. - took 


- 
— 
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10 pn early part in this debate; that of having ſuch parts as now 
oo, rome fairly within the deſcription of miſrepreſention or miſ- 


Ake, totally ſuppreſſed. 
The Biſh 


ff all ſides of the Houſe. The noble Earl who framed the 
teſt, it is certain, miſtook the intentions of this bench. 
In my opinion, the beſt way, without doing any violence to 
he rights of the peerage on one hand, or ſuffering miſrepre- 
entation to get out into the world on the other, would be re- 
ting the circumſtances which have ſince been explained, 
Wed to the proteſt in its preſent form; by which means the 
phole matter will be taken together, and appear in its native 
genuine form, without prejudice to any party or perſon what- 
. The noble Lord has admitted in debate, that we 
feclared ourſelves againſt the bill; would it not be juſtice 
dus, to inſert the ſame in the record, together with what 
je conſider as an inſinuation of the contrary ? 


roteſt has confirmed himſelf what has fallen from the right “. 
ererend bench. His Lordſhip has told you, that the moſt 
erend prelate who ſpoke ſome time ſince, and two right 
nd prelates, aſſured him they were againſt the bill. I 
io therefore think his Lordſhip bound, upon every motive 
truth and juſtice, to alter his proteſt, by inſerting that 
d, as well as ſuch others as have ſince come out, that the 
= may be enabled to form a true judgment of the whole 
Ve . 


ons and conduct of the Biſhops, muſt appear ill ſup» 

ted, to one who conſiders this bill as an encouragement 

vimmorality; but I _— to the Biſhops themſelves, þ a 
2 


op of Bangor. I would venture to recommend a Biſhop of 
ode, which in my apprehenſion would meet with the ideas e 


The Lord Lyttelton. The noble Earl who drew up the Lord Lytrels 


The Earl of Radnor. I admit with the noble Lord near me, LI of 
Lord Dudley] that the intended conteſt between the pro- Zander. 
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the arguments have this day uſed againſt it, that th 
| RE it as I 407 and conſe 3 n a. 
on the. firſt reading was inconſiſtent with their promiſe to ax, 
their profeſſions in their addreſs, and their arguments aa 
opinions you have heard this day: after all I do aſſure you 
Lordſhips that I find myſelfextremely embarraſſed in what man. 
ner to 28. I think ſtill, that I was ſtrictly juſtified in what] 
have done; yet the Houſe ſeem to be of another opinion, t 
whoſe judgment, as far as it is conſiſtent with my own perſoni 
rights, 1 thoſe of the pe in general, I would very chen. 
fully ſubmit. Thus circumſtanced, therefore, I have difficult 
to encounter on either hand; the only mode of keeping 
clear of them, which preſents itſelf at preſent to me, is y 
come to the queſtion directly, and if the right reverend 
bench ſhould find itſelf in a minority, they will have an ops 
portunity of proteſting againſt the bill, and wiping off ti 
imputation ſeveral of its members ſeem ſo ſenſibly to feel; 
if not, and that the bill ſhould bappen to be thrown out, in tha 
event I pledge myſelf to have matter cleared up to tif 
ſatisfaction of the Houle. 
The bill was committed by a majority of 33 to 25. 


| ay 15. 
The Earl of Radnor entered the following proteſt, 
- Diſſentient, | 
Becauſe the ſeveral reaſons already entered againſt pal. 
ſing bills of this nature have in this debate received a 
ditional weight and force, from the argument of the as 


lates, and their unanimous vote; for though by refukng 
without reaſon given, to. divide for the previous queſtion 
moved upon the queſtion of rejection, after the - fitit rev 
ding. (which gave time for procuring a petition in favout 
of the bill) they appeared to me to countenance the bill; 
yet as their Lordſbipe have this day ſolemaly avowed in 4+ 
gument, that they had no ſuch intention, and think tag 
unjuſtly ſuffer by the imputation of it, it would be injuriou 
to the reverend bench, as well as to the argument, not toy 
I am firengthened. in my objections to the bill, by thi 
Lordſhips declarations, of their having been uniformly u 
well as unanimouſly againſt it. 


The bill paſſed without any further oppoſition, 
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Lord Camden preſented the following petition. "| Lord 
To the Right Honowrable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in den. 
Parliament aſſembled. |? sn 24 
he petition of his Majeſty's loyal and dutiful ſubjedts 
ſettled in the province of Quebeck, 
Humbly ſheweth, - IT broad} 

That fince the commencement of civil government in 
is province, your Lordſti ps humble petitioners, under the 
rtetion of Engliſh laws granted us by his ſacred Majeſty's 
oyal proclamation, bearing date the ſeventh day of October, 
hich was in the year of our Lord one thouſand. ſeven hun- 
red and fixty-three, have been encouraged to adventure 
jeir properties in trade, eſtates and agriculture, to a very 
nfiderable amount, thereby rendering the province a valua- 
acquiſition to Great-Britain : That, to their inexpreſſible 
rief, they find, by an act of Parliament intitled, An act 
x making more effectual proviſion for the government of the 
ovince of Quebeck in North-America, they are ——— 
the habeas corpus act and trial by juries, are ſubjected to 
bitrary fines and impriſonment, and liable to be tried, both 
| civil caſes and matters of a criminal nature, not by known 
d permanent laws, but by ordinances and edicts which 
he governor and council are empowered to make void at 
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pal eir will and pleaſure, which muſt render our perſons and 
1 operties inſecure, and has already deeply wounded the cre- 
pr of the country, and confined our views in trade to very 
ing, ow limits. | | 
oh In this cruel ftate of apprehenfion and uncertainty, we 
er embly implore your Lordſhips* favourable interpoſition, as 
ae hereditary guardians of the rights of the people, that the 
ill iid 2& may be repealed or amended, and that your humble 


itioners _ enjoy their conſtitutional rights, privileges 
1 eme eretofore granted to all his Majeſty's dutiful 
And your petitioners as in duty bound will 
Quebeck, 12th Nov. 1774. 


n pray. ; 


ould be glad to be be informed through what channel the 
tition came into the noble Lord's [Lord Camden] hands, 
he underſtood that ſuch à petition had been in town for 
Mme months; but not coming in a manner in which his 
aeſty's miniſters could take the deſired notice of it, he did 
it ſe how the Houſe could entertain it, without it came 

| accompanied 


Before the Clerk read the petition, Earl Gower ſaid, he Earl Ce. 
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accompanied with the neceſſary forms. He heard, he (iy 
that a gentleman, no way connected with the province, hu L 
ſuch a petition in his poſſeſſion ; but how the Houſe code, 
be ſatished, that the petition now preſented was the petitia 
of the perſons to whom it was attributed, was not in hi 
wer to determine. | | 
The Lord Camden replied, it mattered very little how the 
petition came into his hands; this, however, he would ven. bi 
ture to aſſure the Houſe, that it was genuine; and if tet d 
Lordſhips conceived any ſuſpicion that it was unfairly a 
ſurreptitiouſly obtained, the agent of the colony [Mr. Mui; 
ſeres] would give them the fulleſt ſatisfaction on that head, 
The Clerk having read the petition, Lord Camde 
acquainted the Houſe that the petition having been pn 
viouſly offered to every Peer in adminiſtration, had at H 
been delivered to himſelf to preſent to that Houſe,a n 
which he had undertaken, not having thoſe reaſons thi 
might have influenced the Lords in office to decline it; 
becauſe he had uniformly, from principle and convictio ei 
oppoſed the act which they had planned, and by their pee. 
ſuaſive powers carried through the Houſe, tic 
His Lordſhip then obſerved, that after the fulleſt exam 
nation of the act in queſtion, he found it ſo thoroughly in 
politic, pernicious, and incompatible with the religion a 
conſtitution of our country, that no amendment, nor an 
thing ſhort of a total repeal of it, would be ſufficient, 
remarked on the proviſions of the act as being wholly incot 
ſiſtent with the reaſons recited in it; and he concluded 
they were not the true reaſons on which it was. foundet 
that there muſt be other ſecret motives and deſigns whid 
had produced the meaſure, and which could be beſt diſcover 
by attending to the purpoſes the act was calculated to anſwe 
which, from the proviſions made therein, appeared to ben 
other than to prevent the farther progreſs of freedom and t 
Proteſtant religion in America, and to ſecure a popiſh Car 
dian army to ſubdue and oppreſs the proteſtant Britiſh col 
nies of America. His Lordſhip arranged his objections 8 
the act under the three following heads. | 
Iihſt, The extenſion of the limits of Quebeck. 
Adly, The eſtabliſhment of popery there; and 
ly, The civil deſpotiſm in which the inbabitants of th 
immenſely extended province are to be perpetually bound, | 
being deprived of all ſhare in the legiſlative power, and vi 
jected in life, freedom and property, to the arbitrary ordina 


1 


of a governor and council appointed by, and dependent 
id, Wn, the crown. 

al Under the firſt of theſe heads his Lordſhip proved, that 
ul Where could be no good reaſon for ſo extending the limits of 


vebeck, as to make them comprehend a vaſt extent of coun- 
ry, two thouſand miles in length from North to South, and 
zunded on the Welt only by the South ſea, That this 
nlargement could only be intended to extend the ſhackles of 
bitrary power and of popery over all the future ſettlements 
d colonies of America. hat drawing the limits of 
hat province cloſe along the interior fettlements of all the 
d Engliſh colonies, ſo as to prevent their further - progreſs, 
n eternal barrier was intended to be placed, like the Chi- 
ſe wall, againſt the further extenſion of civil liberty and 
he Proteſtant religion. His Lordſhip then animadverted 
articularly on the inſtructions lately tranſmitted to General 
arleton, whereby the regulation of all the Indian trade of 
orth America is put into the hands of the governor and 
buncil of Quebeck, and the other colonies are obliged, in 
teir intercourſe with the Indians, to ſubmit to the laws, 
ot of the Britiſh Parliament, but of a deſpotic unconſti- 
tional legiſlature in Canada; a meaſure calculated to pro- 
uce endleſs contentions and animoſities, 14 
Under the ſecond: head His Lordſhip proved, that the Po- 
iſ religion, though not in expreſs terms, is in effect real} 
d fully eſtabliſhed in the province of . By con- 
ming not only the laity in a free exerciſe of their religion, but 
e Romiſh clergy, in the enjoyment of all their former tythes 
i eccleſiaſtical dues, rights, &c. and the biſhop, (the 
ope's repreſentative) in the exerciſe of all his ſpiritual po- 
and functions, and in the diſpoſal of one hundred and 
phty eccleſiaſtical benefices ; and alſo by diſpenſing with 
e oath of ſupremacy, whereby every officer of government 
that province, - both civil and military, even t governor 
mſelf, may be of the Romiſn religion. And here his Lord- 
p particularly referred to the act of the iſt of Queen Eli- 
th, which forever excludes the Pope from all juriſdic- 
ns within the kingdom of England, and the dominions 
unto belonging, or which may, at any future time be 
qured; and preſcribes an oath” of ſupremacy to be taken 


hip repreſented as the great ſupport and barrier of the 
otettant religion; and, as being in its nature as ſacred and 
Wamental as the act of ſettlement, or even as Magna Char- 

ta 


dugh this kingdom and all its dominions. his act his 
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ta itſelf j and yet, ſaid his Lordſhip, this has been une; 
. ceſſarily and wantonly violated by the Quebeck act, wherdy 
theoath-which it preſcribes is wholly 6 penſed with in thy 

province, His Lordſhip abferved, that the capitulation wit 
Sir Jeffery Amberft, promiſed the people of Canada only 1 
toleration in the! exerciſe of their religion, and that by the 
definite treaty of peace, they were only to be allowed ty 
<*. profeſs the worthip of their religion, according to the 
rights.of the Romiſh church, as far as the laws of Gre 
Beitain permit; that the utmoſt which the inhabitants d 
Canada bad expected, in confequence of this, was a religicu 
toleration, ſuch as is 2]lowed-to Proteſtant diſſenters in by 
land, whoſe clergy not only receive no tythes, but are ex 
poſed tn a train of penalties from which they have in yan 
ſdligitei relief. And that the Popiſſi clergy of Queberk 
were ſa far from expecting any grant of tythes, that they 
not even aſked for them in the courſe of more than ten yen 
which had Gance clapſed That they were unexpected -u 
resſohable bounties, “ guad e Divam promittere audertt 
His Lordſhip farther obferved, that by thuscloathing the fe 
piſh;clergy with wealth and power, and the rites of the Ro 
milh religion, with that alluring fplendar, magnificence u 
pops which are its chief ſupports, an impolitic inſuperal 
was placed againſt the converfion of the people of 
N preſent attachment to the Popiſſi religion, 
ir defire of returning again to the dominion of France. 
Under the third and laſt head, his Lordfhip took a lit 
and an- extenſive review of the hiſtory and conſtitution 
England, as well as of the royal perogative, in reſpect t 
new dominions and conquered conntries; he animadyert 
to the dodtrine ſaid to haye been delivered by Lord Mansfe 
in the cauſe reſpecting the duty of g per cent. levied by t 
crown: in Grenada, and he clearly proved, that in all acct 
ſions af territory to the crown, = 6 King is conſtitutions 
entruſted,” and required to extend to his new  fabjeds, 0 
laws of England, and the benefit of a conſtitution ſimilar 
that of our own country that be can give uo lefs than dhe 
rights and privileges which: by the law, as wells 
the act of ſettlement, are declared to be the birthright't 
2 Britiſh ſubjeR?” that accordingly: this had been i 
riably done in every acquilition of territory and domin 
particularly in the caſe of Ireland, of the counties Palati 
(Cheſter and Durham) of Wales, of Berwick upon Twes 
of Calais, of Jamaica, of New-York, of St. Chriſtophe 
of Grenada, &c,—that the ſame was alſo promiſed to be d 
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the province of Quebeck ; and that by the proclamation 


| 1703, the faith ot the crown was ſolemnly plizhted to the 
tlers in that and the other new colonies, that their re- 


tive governors * ſhall ſummon and call genera] aſſemblies 


thin the ſaid governments ieſpectively, in ſuch manner and 


um as is uſed and directed in thoſe colonies and provinces 


America, which are under our immediate government 3 


d, continues the proclamation, © we have alſo given power 


the ſaid governors, with the conſent of our ſaid councils, | 
the repreſentatives of the people, ſo to be ſummoned as. 


wreſaid, to make, conſtitute, and ordain laws, ftatutes, and 
dinances, for the public peace, welfare, and good govern- 
ent of our ſaid colonies, and the people and inhabitants 
ereof, as near as may be agreeable to the laws of England, 
ez and in the mean time, and until ſuch aſſemblies can 
called as aforeſaid, all perſons inhabiting in, or reſorting 


our faid colonies, may confide in our royal protection, 


the enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of our realm o 
neland,” for which purpoſe courts of juſtice were to be 


ited, &c. all which, Lord Camden obſerved, had been 


ne and fulfilled in every other province, excepting that of 
yebeck, to which many ſettlers had been allured by this 
oclamation, who, by a moſt diſgraceful violation of the 
gal faith, were ſince, with the reſt of that province, ſub- 
ied -to the civil laws of France, and to the deſpotiſm-of a 
wernor and a dependent council, inſtead of being allowed 
aſſembly, and laws made by the repreſentatives of the 
pple, as they were ſolemnly promiſed. His Lordſhip alſo 
preſented, that the tyrannical government thus eſtabliſhed, 
conſidered as the moſt oppreſſive act of injuſtice by all 
e proteſtant, and even by all the popiſh inhabitants of 
ebeck, except the Romich clergy and French nobleſſez who 


villing to ſubmit to a deſpotic government, for the ſake” 


tyranizing over the peaſantry of Canada. He likewiſe ob- 
ed, that the ſlavery impoſed by the act in queſtion is (0 
onant to the ſucceſs of commerce, and abhorrent to the 


ings of native Britiſh ſubjects, that if it be not ſoon re- 


pled, both the former and latter will abandon that pro- 


His Lordſhip haviag by theſe, and many other facts ant 
ments, proved the impolicy, injuſtice, tyranny, and ini- 
y of the act in queſtion, declared, that it deſerved to be 


dobated by the unanimous voice of Lg and that. 


rould neceſſarily receive the cenſure of their Lordſhips, 
dere remained the ſmalleſt regard for liberty and the con- 
'ol, II. T Kituuors 


T4 


poral) or for the Proteſtant religion in the other, (meaning 


thereof has eſtabliſhed the religion of the church of Rome 


bother colonies unwarrantably abridged and invaded ; und Hi 


may come to be excluded from having any intercourſe ord Heir 
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ſtĩtution in one part of the Houſe, (meaning the Lords Ten. 


the Biſhops.) 
* Lordſhip concluded with offering the followins 
= | 
A bill to repeal an act made in the laſs ſeſſion of the laft pr 
liament, intituled, An att for making more wt ho 


viſion for. the government of the province of Qucbecl, 
North America. a FN 


1fion 

G | 
_ Whereas an act was paſſed in the laſt ſeflion of the li 
Parliament, intituled, An act for making more effectual jy 
viſion for the government of the province of Quebeck, i 
North America; 

And whereas the ſaid act, contrary to the example of 1 
former times, and to the faith of his Majeſty's proclamati 
iſſued in the year 1763, has eſtabliſhed an arbitrary gover 
ment in the ſaid province; 

And whereas the ſaid act, by permitting both the ck 
and laity there to hold offices and benefices, without ut 
mg the oath of ſupremacy, and by granting to the Pol 
clergy in the ſaid province, the enjoyment of their accuk 
med dues and rigbts, has intirely ſtopped the growth u 
propagation of the Proteſtant religion, and in the 10 


the ſaid province for ever ; 
And whereas the ſaid act, by enlarging the boundaris “ 
the ſaid province, and making the legiffature thereof co- 
tenſive with the ſame, may put the Indian trade, as 
other, things, undes the ſole 8 of that legiſlat 
as in truth appears to be already done, by the inftrudk 
lately given to Governor Carleton, by Which chat tri 
which had before been freely carried on by all his Mai * 
ſudjects in North America without reftriftion, is now t 
confined to ſuch regulations as the ſaid legiſlature may th 
fit to impoſe upon it, and thereby the rights of his Maj 


2 like extenſion of the ſaid legiſlature, the ſaid other colon 


reſpondence whatſoever with the Indian nations of that | 
continent, without the leave or permiſſion of the ſaid epi 
ture, which would naturally give riſe to unnatural dia, 0 
and endleſs controverſies between his Majeſty's ſubſer n. 
the ol& colonies, and the inhabitants of the new pron 

of Quebeck Ik | | 


17h 


em. 


1775 DEX BAT E &. : -139 
May it therefore pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
That it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King's 

moſt excellent A ech, by and with the advice and con- 

ent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the Commons 

in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 

the ſame, that from and after the firſt day of May, 1776, 

he above mentioned act, and the ſeveral matters and things 
therein contained, ſhall be, and is, and are, hereby repealed 
and made void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, * q 

This bill being read, Lord Camden acquainted the Houſe, 
hat be had delayed the propoſed repeal until the firſt of May 
net, to the end that time might be obtained in the interval 
o provide a petter plan of government for the province of 
Quebeck. 

The Earl of Dartmouth ſaid, he, ſhould decline entering Earl | «f 
into a detailed view of the vaſt maſs of matter which bad Darimouth, 
been travelled over by the noble Lord who . ſpoke before him. 

He made the ſame objection to the mode of obtaining the 
petition, and the manner of preſenting it, as Earl Gower 
ud done. He ſaid, that the petition had been offered to be 
jclivered to him four months ago, ſo early as the 23d or-24th 
af January; but, beſides, that his ſentiments were clearly 
in favour of the act, he could not with propriety receive an 

paper, importing to be a petition, from the inhabitants of that 
province, unleſs it came through the channel of the governor 
nd council, But, ſays his Lordſhip, ſuppoſing that the pe- 
tition had been fairly obtained, what does it literally or ſub- 
ſtantially import? Does it defire a repeal? Does it even 
int at any ſuch thing? How then can the noble and learn- 
Lord come upon the ground of this petition to Parlia- 
nent to defire a repeal, =_ the very utmoſt the petitioners 
themſelves look for is, that they may have the benefit of the 
babes corpus law, and the trial by jury.? The, former of 
which it is evident they are entitled to, by the laws of Eng- 
and, and the latter they now enjoy in all criminal matters. 
Hs Lordſhip then read the addreſs preſented to Governor 
Carleton from the French inhabitants aa his arrival, and 
heit addreſs to the King, wherein, they expreſs their thanks 
of" gratitude to his Majeſty, for reſtoring them to their an- 

ent rights and privileges. Theſe, he inſiſted, were the 
molt indubitable proofs, that the French Canadians were 
made happy by the change, and that by no one rule of good 
policy, juſtice, or a regard to public faith, could it be expect- 
that nearly one hundred eee 1 


2 hoy 
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ſhould be rendered unhappy and miſcrable,' purely to eratif 


the unreaſonable requeſt of two or three thouſand perſon WY th 


ſecure to us the bleflings we at preſent enjoy, is directed nd 
to bind good princes, or direct wife ones, but to pre 
„ — R 10 


of the bill 


ment, that have been framed and eſtabliſhed, but will 28 


' "ſhould, from their unbounded confidence in him, foolill 


who wiſhed for what was impracticable, and looked up 
themſelves deprived of what they were actually in poſſe 1, 
of. On thoſe grounds his Lordſhip moved for the rejection ct 


The Duke of Richmond ſaid, the preſent motion of repeal fo 
was not 9 ſolely on the contents of the petition n 
preſented, but 6n the idea that every noble Lord in truly; 
' Houſe had a right to propoſe an amendment, and move f in 


a repeal of any law which they deemed impolitic or opt. 
five. His Grace obſerved, that great induſtry bad been uf 
on a former occaſion, and he made no doubt would be mud en 
reſorted to, and great ſtreſs would be laid on the fame m, 
of reaſoning this day, that ſuppoſe the powers veſted by de 
act might, on account of giving the ö ſome eiii b 
cConſtitution, ſuited to the immediate neceſſity of the coe. 
mewhat exceed thoſe modes of legiſlation and governme an 
uſually exerciſed where no ſuch neceſſity exiſted ; yet iy 
acknowledged diſpoſition of thoſe, to whom this power Mis 
delegated, removed the moſt diſtant jealouſy or ſuſpicionMirice 


that this truſt would be abuſed. This maxim, ſays h 
Grace, applied directly, is certainly true in fact, thoug 
notoribuſly fallacious in every other reſpect by way of arg 
ment; for where would it lead us, but directly to the el 
pliſnment of arbitrary power? 1 am confident, there is 1 
a Lord in this Houſe, who bas made politics his ſtudy, orh 
taken time to conſider the different conftitutions of goven 


with me, that the true end of all civil regimen, is the haf 


5 and proſperity of the governed; and that, conſequent 


, the beſt government is that which is beſt exerciſed, Bu 
truſt there is not a noble Lord in this Houſe, who m 
openly contend, that, becauſe the perſon to whom the er 
ecution of the laws is entruſted probably will employ d 
truſt thus committed to his charge with fidelity, and a fac 


regard for the Intereſts of his people, that therefore | 


and blindly make a ſurrender of their rights and liberties 
thinking his virtues and abilities tranſmiſſible and herediu 
with his political office. To guard againſt this miſtake, 0 
conſtitution was firſt framed, and every one law enaded | 


= 
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weak or bad men from abuſing that truſt, neceſſary, from 
the nature of civil government, to be lodged ſomewhere. I 
will even come more immediately to the point before your 
Lordſhips, to the perſonal character of the goyernor, who is 
charged - with the execution of thoſe monſtrous arbitrary 
powers Which are the ſubject of this day's debate. I do not, 
for my part, believe there is a more worthy or deſerving 
man breathing. I know him well; [ have, I may ſay, lived 
with him for ſeveral years, and I am convinced of his high 
integrity and eminent ſkill in his profeſſion ; but will it fol- 
low, that becauſe I know General Carleton to be a man to 
whom I might ſafely truſt every thing 1 hold dearand ſa- 
cred, that therefore I muſt wiſh to truſt the Governor of 
Quebeck, be he whom he may, with powers which, from 
their nature, if exerciſed at all, muſt be productive of oppreſ- 
fon and injuſtice ; and if badly exerciſed by any future Go- 
yernor who may happen to ſucceed him, may be turned into 
an engine of oppreflion and tyranny equal to thoſe claimed 
by the moſt abſolute deſpot on earth? His Grace, beſides 
his general argument, applied particularly to the Biſhops to 
riſe and explain themſelves on the article of religion; and 
whether they were of opinion that it was proper that Popery 
ſhould be indulged with a legiſlative eſtabliſhment in any part 
df the Britiſh empire? | 
The Lord Lyttelton threw out an inſinuation, that thoſe Lord Lyner- 
yho oppoſed the Quebeck act, or deſired the repeal of it, en. 
were factious perſons; and concluded, with calling upon 
miniſtration, to know what the Spaniards were about, af- 
Imming that the great armament fitting out in the Spaniſh 
forts could not be intended againſt the Moors. | 
The Duke of Mancheſter, in a very manly, ſpirited ſpeech, pake or 
plied to the factious charges thrown out by the laſt noble Marchefier. 
Lord on oppoſition in general. He faid, he often happened 
o differ from adminiſtration ; but he had never till that day 
ard ſuch difference of opinion directly imputed as a crime, 
r branded with an indecent and ili-founded epithet. + 
The Earl of Rochford. I do not think myſelf obliged to Earl of 
nlwer the queſtion now put to me by the noble Lord; nor Rochford. 
ere the matter of it preſſed on me by the united voice of 
e whole Houſe, do I conceive, I would be juſtified in di- 
ging in the informal manner deſired, the ſecrets of ſtate 
omitted to my knowledge. Yet, as far as it may be con- 
ſend with the nature of my office, I will inform his Lord- 
up and the Houſe of what I know concerning the arma- 
| ment 


Bib. 


ment he ſpeaks of. By the beſt accounts I have been able 


. ſehaſtiſing the Moors; when their policy and religion are con 


ally ſubſiſts between Spain and Portugal in the Brazil 


ſame opinion; and to give a credit to thoſe aſſurances, bie 
..envoy at chis court ſeems perfectly undiſturbed, and 


actually intended againſt Portugal, I ſhall, for my pat 
think Great Britain as much intereſted in the event, 5 
part of her on dominions were actually attacked. 
arl of 
b Lords, but the Speniards have a very powerful naval armame 
in great ſorwardneſs for the ſea ; and though I cannot th 
from the tonnage and conſtruction of the tranſports, 
are calculated-to convey troops beyond the ocean. Yet 
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to collect, and no induſtry has been wanting, the arm. 
ment. conſiſts of no mote than twelve or thirteen men of wr 
of the line at moſt z what the inferior veſſels of force, or the 
number of frigates may be, I cannot preciſely ſay. I un. 
derſtand, the — forces, ſo far from being prepaied to get 
aboard the tranſports, at a ſhort warning, tho' they my 
amount to about 30,000 men, are compoled partly of cava. 
ry and guards, which can never be meant for a naval expe- 
dition. Whatever ſuſpicions ſuch appearances may creat 
Jam to inform your Lordſhips, that our miniſter at the 
court of Madrid has been inſtructed to preſs for explam. 
tions, and has received the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that nothing 
was intended againſt Great Britain or her allies. I canag 
. Tay that I have any great reliance on aſſurances in general; 
. but yet ridiculous as it may appear to us, that the Spaniard 
mould incur ſo immenſe an expence, in preparations k 


— - 
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Aidered, and that the Mooriſh war is taken up on conſciet 
tious notions of religion, our wonder will in a great mea{ur 
' eeaſe. - Belides, there are many other motives which migh 
probably induce Spain to arm at this time, without havin 
any hoſtile intentions againſt this country. Sicily is diſtui 
ed by civil commotion, and threatened with latent diſcs 
tents, which his Catholic Majeſty feels for, almoſt as mic 
as if they were in his own kingdom. A kind of war ads 


There is a revolt in Mexico, and the total ſilence of theco 
ſuls and the merchants, whoſe buſineſs and intereft it is 
watch and give information, join to ſtrengthen me in 6 


I' ſhould otherwiſe be rather inclined to deny them. | ba 
only one word more to add, which is, that the Portugut 


from apprehenſions of any invaſion of his country; 
that if he ſhould be miſtaken, and that thoſe armaments 


The Earl of Briſſol. I have not the leaſt doubt, 


| 
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muſt confeſs, Britain, however conſcious ſhe may be of her 


ble BW naval ſuperiority, has juſt reaſon to be ſeriouſly alarmed, - 
na» WI The noble Earl in office, [Earl of Rochford] ſpeaks of in- 
vr ſurrections in Mexico, of a kind of war at preſent ſubſiſting 


between the ſubjects of his Catholic NR and the Portu- 
gzueſe in the Brazils; and how deeply his Catholic Majeſty 
concerns himſelf in the latent diſcontents which threaten to 
diſturb the kingdom of Sicily. I nerd not repeat again, that, 
in my opinion, this armament can never be intended to croſs 


pe- the ocean; neither do I think, if the tranſport ſervice 
ate, Bi were calculated for that purpoſe, would it be at all neceſlary 
teh e collect ſuch a ſtrong military force, ſo near the water-fide ; 
m 20d | beg leave to differ from his Lordſhip, when he fuppo- 


ſes they are ſc2ttered through the different provinces in can- 
tonments; for if I be not miſinformed, though they are not 
perhaps juſt ready to embark, they are nevertheleſs ſtationed 


ng. In ſuch a ftate of uncertainty, if intended at all for 
attual ſervice, it may be afked, whither are they deſtined ? 
For my part, if | were to hazard a conjeQure, I ſhould be 
inclined to imagine for the coaſt of Africa, for Liſbon, or 
Gibraltar ; and the more ſo, againſt either of the two Jat- 
ter, for the very reaſon the noble Earl in office has aſſigned, 
that the land forces conſiſted in a good meaſure of cavalry, 
and the Spaniſh and Walloon guards, who never ſerve out 
ff the kingdom, but who might, very conſiſtently with their 
uſual defignation, either co-operate with a fleet in attacking 
Liſbon or Gibraltar. Every noble Lord in this Houſe, by 
onſulting the ſituation of the rendezvous, and its vicinity to 
ibraltar, may readily conclude with what facility the fleet 
and tranſports might turn down into Gibraltar bay. It is 
tive, that Gibraltar is almoſt invulnerable on the land fide, 
and that very ſtrong defences and additional works have 
Ren within the three or four laſt years erected towards the 
a. Yet, how much ſoever I may be inclined to depend 
n the bravery of the troops, and the ability of the officers 

luperior command, I would fee] very ſenſibly for the fate 
df that fortreſs, if attacked, and if not quickly relieved by 
wal ſuccours from England. I am certain, before thote 
ditional works were Taiſed, it could not hold out againſt a 
let of ſeveriteen ſhips of the line a fingle day; and even now 
is poſhble it would be obliged to ſubmit in a week, though 
might hold out much longer. A great deal will however 
dend, mould ſuch a diſagreeable event take place, on the 
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in ſuch a manner as to be drawn together at a very ſhort warn- 
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preſent ſtate of our navy. If we have a force equal, or ſu- 
. perior to theirs, ready at a ſhort notice, it is probable, the 
gallantry and ſpirit of the troops might he able to baffle every 
attempt of the aſſailants, till ſuccours ſhould arrive, The 
noble Earl, at the head of the admiralty, who has, much to 
his honour, done more than any man who has preſided a 
that board for upwards of a century, can inform the Houſe, 
whether or not a ſufficient naval force could be made ready, 
ſo as to anſwer the neceflitv of ſo critical an emergency, 
Before I fit down, I ſhall juſt trouble your Lordſhips with 
one other obſervation. The noble Earl in office ſtrengthem 
his own conjectures, and receives the aſſurances of the Spa. 
niſh court with an additional degree of confidence, as neither 
the conſuls nor merchants, whoſe immediate buſineſs and 
intereſt it is to collect the earlieſt intelligence, have expreſ- 
ſed the leaſt uneaſineſs concerning this armament. But ! 
will venture, from my own experience, to aſſure his Lord- 
ſhip, that although this circumſtance may ſerve to corroborate 
others tending to the ſame concluſion, detach it from the 
refl, and it deſerves very little weight. I remember what 
happened 'in the year 1756, when 1 was ſtationed in the 
Mediterranean, and that the armaments and military prepa- 
rations were going on at Toulon, there was not a merchant, 
a conſul, a naval or military officer could believe its deſtins- 
tion, till Richelieu and the French troops were landed on 
the iſland of Minorca, though reports of ſuch their inten- 
tions had been current at London and the Hague ſome \ 
before their debarkation at Fort St. Philip's. 

The Lord Lyttelton, in reply. I think I am rather cor 
firmed in my opinion, relative to the juſt apprehenſions the 
armament now going on in the Spaniſh ports ſhould excitein 
the breaſt of every man who feels for the honouc and interel 
of his country; nor am I leſs ſatisfied of the propriety « 
preſſing the diſcuſſion of this important ſubject, howere! 
informal or unprecedented it may appear to ſome of yo 
Lordſhips. I did not preſs the noble Earl in office to betn 
the ſecrets of it, nor divulge matters of ſtate ; I wiſhed on 
Iy to give his Majeſty's miniſters, if they thought prope 
an opportunity of averting part of the cenſure which mig 
be undeſervedly thrown on them, in caſe an unexpected blo 
ſhould happen to be ſtruck, and prevent the fraud and impt 
fition the people might be liable to from a few among then 
perhaps, who might bave better or earljer intelligence th 
the reſt, / I have, it is true, no great opinion of Spaniſh p 
litics; yet I muſt abide by my former aſſertion, that I 2 

convince 
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and deſirous of propagating the chriſtian faith, and ex- 


pence of the preſent armament, merely to make proſelytes 
the wilds and defarts of Africa, The Sparifh cabinet is 
poſed, like thoſe of other princes, of men of different 
ities and diſpoſitions ; and buſineſs is tranſacted in it, as 
s in all others, where there is no prime miniſter, by a 
rality of voices. I can never therefore, be perſuaded to 
ink, that a majority of men, trained up to public buſineſs, 
d ever be led to adopt fo wild, incoherent, and prepoſte- 
5 a meaſure, The noble Earl in office ſeems to place too 
t a reliance” on the poſitive aſſurances given by the Spa- 
d court; and I will tell your Lordſhips way I think ſo 
t that I would give leſs or greater credit to affurances 
ka that court than any other). It is becauſe J am well in- 
med; I know it to be the current language of the ſeve- 
branches of the houſe of Bourbon, that they do not look 
on themſelves bound to give us any previous information 
their hoſtile intentions, either by declaration of war or 
terwiſe, on account of our capture of the French ſhips 
dre the commencement of the late war, On the whole, 
cool noble Earl who ſpoke laſt has put the matter upon the 
areſt and moſt incontrovertible footing, not upon the faith 


ice, but on what are our powers of immediate reſiſtance, 
ud ſuch an attempt be made. I do therefore call upon 
noble Earl at the head of the admiralty, to inform the 
uſe what force we have immediately ready to put to ſea, 
ald the firſt accounts from that quarter bring us intelli- 
de, that Gibraltar was attacked by a Spaniſh fleet. 


called upon me particularly to come to certain explana- 
Is, which I do not by any means think myſelf obliged 
eve, nor his Lordſhip authoriſed to aſk. However, as 


penn main part of his enquiry depends upon facts notorious; 
i :lready ſufficiently public, I can with propriety tell his 
doe, that we have ſeventeen ſail of the line fit for im- 
npoß late ſervice ; that the number of men wanting to com- 
newt the ſhips to their full compliment would not be more 


about 4500; that by iſſuing preſs-warrants they might 

ly procured in a week; and that the. whole arma- 
* would be ready to procted to ſea within ten days at 
teſt, This is the plain ſtate of the caſe, and is what T 
e — declared in this Houſe, and to ſeveral of 
You, II. | U your 


winced, however conſcientious his Catholic Majeſty may 


mating the enemies of the croſs, his Majeſty, much leſs 
miniſters, would never put the nation to the enormous 


Spaniſh aſſurance, or their ideas of political juſtice or in- 


The Earl of Sandiojch. The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, Ear! 


Sandwichs 
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= your Lordſhips out of it. What the total amount of tn 

iq - Spaniſh force may be, or whether we have a fleet on a ſuddg 

emergency fit to cope with them, is more than I will ng 

venture to determine ; but this I am convinced of, that j 

a very little time we ſhall have eighty men of war of t 

line, with all the neceſſary ſtores for their equipment, rest 

as occaſion may require, to be drawn out into actual ſervice 

which is a force ſuperior to any the united efforts of « 
enemies can poſſibly bring againſt us. 

Ear] of The Earl of Briſſal. The noble Earl has told us, 2 

Brif: 1 make no doubt very truly, that we have ſeventeen ail 

the line ready to proceed to ſea at a few days notice. } 

I. ſhould be glad to know from his Lordſhip, in the event 

Gibraltar being attacked with ſuch a fleet as has been th 

day. mentioned, whether his Lordſhip is of opinion it wol 

de prudent to ſend the whole force he ſpeaks of to the in 

mediate relief of that fortreſs. 4 

Farl of The Earl of Sandwich. I can hardly think myſelf enable 

Sandwich. from my official ſituation, to anſwer the noble Earl's qu n 

tion. That is a matter of ſtate, not, in my opinion, Wor 

all connected with the immediate buſineſs of departme 

If I was ordered to comply with ſuch a requiſition, Im 

certainly obey it, whatever my be my own private 6 

nion, my ſentiments in this Houſe, or the arguments Wir i 

might uſe elſewhere, when it came under deliberation 

a matter of ſtate, For inſtance, if I received directios Wiſh, 

i: order out half the number, or the whole, or keep the fe 

at home to defend our on coaſts, the queſtion would! 

turn on what I, in my official capacity, wiſhed to do; | 

what the majority of his Majeſty's ſervants had really des 

ded. + As to the force and the facility of ſending it to ſa, 

need only appeal to the noble Earl himſelf, to whom, 

a great meaſure, the nation is obliged for that arrangeme ble 

When his Lordſhip fat as a member at the board at which 

have honour to preſide, I ſtood much indebted to him Wi I, 

bis aſſiſtance in effectuating the plan, by which we 

enabled, at all times, to have a fleet ready to put to feat 

a few days notice, by copuenting the guardſhips, which i 

merly were almoſt totally uſcleſs, into veſſels fit for mme co 

diate ſervice ; and though ſtill I have his private aſſiſtan 

I muſt confeſs I have great reaſon to regret his abſe 

from that . 1 a 2 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in anſwer to What Men 

— fallen from the two noble Dake? and the noble Lord N 


9. preſented the bill, obſerved, that fo far. from the Fa 
| J | 
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ligion being totally neglected at Quebeck, four clergymen 
f the church of England were actually eftabliſhed in that 
rovince, with a ſtipend of 2001. per annum each; that more 
would be appointed, as ſoon as the neceſſity of the caſe, or an 
creaſe of population, ſhould require it; and denied that 
he Popiſh religion was eſtabliſhed in Canada, or that it was 
ofible for Parliament to have acted otherwiſe, conſiſtent 
ith the faith of the capitulation, or the terms of the de- 


nite treaty. | 


t difidence and reluctance that I preſume to trouble 


| diſcuſſed by ſo many noble Lords, much better informed 
nd capable to decide on it. I cannot, however, be fo en- 
rely wanting in my duty, as a member of this auguſt aſ- 
mbly, to paſs over in total filence ſome things which 
we fallen in the courſe of this day's debate. A noble Lord, 
ho ſpoke early, [Lord Lyttelton] has ſaid, that there are 
me preſent who regret the abſence of a certain noble Lord 
fom his place ¶ Earl of Chatham.) If that be a crime, T 
willing to ſhare part of the imputation, for I own my- 
If one of that number, though I by no means agree with 
b Lordſhip in the motives he has aſſigned for that abſence, 
or in the ſuppoſed ſentiments attributed by him to the no- 
e Earl reſpecting the Quebeck act. I am, on the contra- 
„ convinced, Gat he would have been preſent in his place 
this occaſion, , were it not for an accident; and ſo far 
m approving of the bill in every other part but relative to 
e ſedentary kſhery, that from every thing I could learn 
ten, and in every private converſation I have had the ho- 
ur to have ſince had with him, I have found his ſenti- 
ents to be for condemning the bill in tote, I believe the 
mei dle Lord has but a confuſed recollection of the true ſtate 
that matter, otherwiſe he muſt have remembered, that 
s Lordſhip's ſuppoſed reconcilement to the bill was no 
of what he now alludes, to, but that the very mini- 
rs themſelves diſapproved of divefting the Commodore on 


ue coaſt of Labradore. The other parts of the bill having 

en already fo fully diſcuſſed, I — crave your Lord- 
p's patient attention to a few words on the dangerous 
ſequences and certain pernicious effects which muſt flow 
om annexing this fiſhery to the province of Quebeck, and 
King it out of the ſuperintendence and controul of the 
3 
PR 2 


The Lord Wycombe [Earl of Shelburne]. It is with Earl of 


Writes 


ur Lordſhips on a ſubje& which has been ſo ably and ful- 


e Newfoundland tation of the controul over the fiſhery on 


and 


a 


Jand ſtation. By the bills lately gaſſed, it ſeems to be H 
. profelled policy of thoſe in power to wiſh and endeavour fil.» 
reſerve the whole of the New-foundland fiſhery for the H. 
nefit of the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
will ſay nothing of the immediate ſpitit which has given Hen 
to this policy; but this I will venture to affirm, that na ar 
fingle reaſon was adduced either from the evidence at you] 
Lordſhips bar, or in the Houſe, that did not directly aii 
to evince the ſupreme folly of annexing the Labradore f bor 
ery to the province of Quebeck. It was both proved ay 


reſted in argument, that the ſpirit of the act of the 12thq 
William the I hird ſhould be ſtrictly adhered to, that of pr 
enting ſettlers and making as many ſailors as poſſible; 
ie, firongly condemning the permiſſion of a ſedentary fl 
ery. What was the evidence of a moſt able and experien 
ced naval officer [Sir Hugh Palliſer] on that occaſion 
That the ſettlers had done every thing in their power to & 
feat the periodical fiſhery from Europe; that they deſtroye 
their nets, ſeduced the men to run away and get over tot 
continent; and that they ſupplied the fiſhermen with Fre 
pirituous liquors and other French commodities, Now, t 
ords, I would ſubmit, if there be any one Lord in thi 
Houſe who will take upon him to affirm, that every one « 
thoſe evils will not encreaſe an hundred fold ; or that! 
ſhall be able to prevent them on the coaſt of Labrado 
where, if aggrieved, the party muſt go all ghe way to Qu 
beck to ſeek redreſs againſt Frenchmen and French ſmug 
gling, when even numberleſs evils were, by the nature « 
the ſervice, obliged to be left uncorrected, under alm 
the very eye of the commodore. The peltry, or ikia trade 
my Lords, is a matter which I preſume to affirm is of 6 
ptmoft magnitude, and of the laſt importance to the tra 
and commerce of the colonies and this country. The u 
rangement and regulation of this buſineſs has, give me lea 
fo ay, coſt his Majeſty's miniſters more time and trout 
han any one matter I know of. The noble Earl behind n 
{Earl of Hillſborough] it is true, differed from me amon 
others of his Majeſty's ſervants, on the regulating the tra 
with the Indians; but it was neyer ſo much as dreamt d 
that the whole ſkin trade, from Hudſon's Bay to the forks « 
the MiſifGpi, ſhould be at once taken from the ſeyeral Ame 
rican colonies, and transferred to the French Canadians 
or, which is ſubſtantially the ſame thing, that by a ro 
inſtruction the ſole direction of it ſhould, be veſted in d 
Ren © as | will be hold u conn 
_ — 4 * whate! 
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whatever colourable conſtruction may be put on it, it will 
overate as a compleat excluſion, and total monopoly, fo far 
1s the Proteſtant Britiſh colonies can poſſibly be intereſted. 
I think, however foreign the ſubject relative to the Spaniſh 
armaments may be to the ſubject of this debate, or irregu- 
lar it may have ſcemed to introduce it in ſuch a manner, 
| muſt confeſs myfelf very ready to diſpenſe with mere forms, 
when matters of ſuch ſingular importance ſo preſſingly call 
for our notice and moſt ſerious deliberation, I remember a 
few years ſince, that we were lulled into a ſecurity which 
muſt inevitably have proved fatal, but for the ſtrange revolution 
which took place in the French cabinet, the diſmiſſion of 
that bold enterprizing miniſter Choiſeul, who had planned 
the deſtruction of this country, in revenge for the diſgraces 
France had ſuffered, and the repeated injuries, he imagined, 
ſhe had received in the courſe of a long, glorious, and ſuc- 
eſsful war carried on by Great Britain. I will not pretend 
to dive into the ſecrets of cabinets farther than I am well 
jarranted, or preſume to point out the perſuaſive arguments 
mployed to bring over the weman to whoſe influence this 
dexpected turn of affairs is attributed; but this I will 
enture to aſſert, becauſe I have the proofs in my power, 
hat Gibraltar, Minorca, Jamaica, and the greater part af 
ur poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, would have 
een among ſome of the firſt ſacrifices that would have fal- 
n; had it not, I may ſay, been for the miraculous inter- 
volition of Providence in our favour. We were, then, not 
whit leſs confiſtent than we are now,g though we had not a 
Ingle line of battle ſhip fit for actual ſervice. I truſt how- 
r faſhionable it may be to hold the ſame language at pre- 
it, we ſhould not again truſt to the chapter of accidents, 
t that we will make an enquiry.into the true ſtate of our 
avy, as well as the conduct of the perſons to whoſe care 
bas been entruſted ; and whenever that we ſhall come, 
pledge myſelf to your Lordſhips, that I will take an ac- 
Rand decided part in bringing to condemnation ſuch as 
ve been wanting in their duty. Two things have come 
it in the debate, which I cannot bring myſelf to ſubſcribe 
z one is, that the Spaniards are not to be depended on; 
Id that the language of the houſe of Bourbon is juſtifiable, 
eauſe we took their ſhips before a declaration of war. 
hn the former I ſhall only obſerve, that I preſume the Spa- 
Ws, in their public tranſactions, have as much honour 
ay other nation; and that though I was but a child 
lie time, by the beſt and moſt impartial account I hoy 


"TY 


Lord Manſ- 


Feld. 


read on that affair, I never could diſcoyer but Great BN. 


| them in their broils in the firſt inftance, when engaged it 
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tain was fully juſtified in her conduct on that occaſion, | 
ſhall trouble'your Lordſhips with but ene obſervation more, 
relative to the determined pacific ſyſtem of the court of Ver. 
ſailles, ſo confidently ſet forth and relied on by the firſt pobl 
Earl in-oftice who ſpoke in this debate; and I truſt your 
Lordſhips will think it fully in point, ſhould' the court « 
Spain by their conduct, create the occaſion, In the yex 
1741, in the ſecond or third year of the Spaniſh war, du 
ring the miniſtry of the Cardinal [Fleury] a man of the mat 

acihc diſpoſitions that ever directed the councils of France, 
Lore W aldegrave being then our embaſſador at Paris, fre. 

uently preffed his eminency relative to an armament then 

tting out at Breſt, to know its deſtination, or whet! 
particularly it was meant to join and co-operate with the dyn 
niſh fleet. "The Cardinal — affured him, in the full 
and moſt explicit terms, that France was reſolved to take ng 

art whatever in the quarrel ſubſiſting betwen the two crowns, 
His Lordſhip, however, went out one day, and heard it 
publicly aſſerted in the ftreets, that the fleet had faile 
from Breſt, and were deſtined to reinforce the Spaniſh flee 
then oruizing in the Mediterranean; on which he immediateh 
repaired to the Cardinal to upbraid him with his breach 
promiſe, if the fact ſhould turn out to be true. Ye 
were not miſinformed, my Lord,” replied the Cardind 
«© the fleet is actually ſailed, and for the purpoſe you heard 
T confeſs likewiſe, that I had frequently folemnly affire 
you of the contrary ;and further I own, that Spain is en 
tirely in the wrong, and that it is perhaps neither pruden 
or politic in us to take part in their buſineſs; but I woul 
wilh you, my Lord, at the ſame time to perfectly under 
ſtand, though we do not approve of the motives of their g 
ing to war, and will always carefully avoid to encouri$ 


<= 
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any time, we can never ſubmit to remain inactive ſpech 
tors of their ruin, and your conſequent aggrandizement. 

The Lord Mansfield roſe to defend the general principt 
of the bill, and to reply to the objections urged and ſupport 
ed by thoſe who were in favour of the repeal, His Lon 
ſhip, though he did not directly own the ſentiments imput 
ed to him, containing certain doctrines in law and politic 
Taid to have been maintained by him in giving judgment | 
the cauſe of Campbell againſt the Receiver General of G 
nada, relative to the 44 per cent. duties claimed by the Kin 
on the exported produce of that iſland, virtually — i 
| * 
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terthele , that the ſentiments were not without foundation, 
decauſe he endeavoured to defend every ſingle propoſition 
they contained, This general defence, brought up, Lord 1% c. 
Camden, who went over the ſame ground again, by either ge. 
maintaining his former poſitions, illuſtrating the facts on 
which they were built, or replying to every anſwer that 
had in the courſe of the debate been attemped to be 
made to his original objections, and at the conclufion 
chimed the victory, in reference to thofe objectionable 
goctrines adverted to in the morning; obſerving, that the 
Jarned Lord [Lord Mansfield] had deſerted the main pro- 
poſition, on which all the others refted ; namely, that the 
King coming in as a conquerer, could give the conquered 

ay conſtitution he pleaſed ; or, if the new ſubjects claimed 
the benefit of capitulation or ceſſion, the King might, at 
dis option, ſtand in the place of the former prince; where- * 
vs the learned Lord was now obliged to confeſs, contrary 

o his former opinion, that a Kir-2 of England could not 

n any circumſtances, or coming in under any title, exer- 

lle an arbitrary power, or rcign over any of the ſubje&s of 

e Britiſh Empire in a deſpotic manner, againſt the ſpirit 
ff the conſtitution. 


[This law conteſt laſted near two hours; but Lord Cam- 
ſen having in reply to ſomething Lord Mansfield ſaid, ſuch 
that ſome conſtitution was better than none, pledged 
limſelf to prodgee a better in twenty-four, or even rwelie 


ours; the Earl of Denbigh ſtood up, and demanded, why 

te noble and learned Lord had not produced one before.] 

This debate laſted till ten o'clock: when the queſtion 

$ put, on the Earl of Dartmouth's motion to reject the 
poſed bill. The Houfe_divided. Contents, 88; Non- 

dntents, 28, 

The following were the Non-contents. ; 

Vukes of Glouceſter Earls of Effingham 
Cumberland Spencer 
Richmond Biſhop of Exeter 
Mancheſter Lords Craven 

Marquis of Rockingham Ponſonby ' 

ls of Abingdon Ravenſworth 
Scarborough Archer 
Stanhope Wycombe - 
Cholmondeley Beaulieu 
Fitzwilliam Camden 
Radnor = Obs 
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The following Lords voted by proxy. 


kes of Devonſhire Viſcount Torrington 
| Portland Biſhop of St. Aſaph 
Earls of Stamford Lord King 
Tankerville i 
May 18. 


Duke of The Duke of Manch:/fler brought in a memorial from 
Manchaßer. the houſe of aſſembly at New-York, and moved that the 
ſame might be read. | 
Farl of The Far! of Dartmouth obſerved, that it was uſual for x 
Darime«th. Lord, when he preſented a petition, to ſtate the ſubject 
it, in order for the Houſe to have an idea how far it ws 
proper to give leave for it to be read. 
Duke of The Duke of Mancheſter replied, that he could not take 
Mancbefer, upon him to flate the matter of the petition without doing 
injuſtice to it; but in general, it was to complain of grie 
vances; and read the concluding words. 
2 The Earl of Buckinghamſhire ſaid, it ought certainly t 
n be opened more ſully; and deſired to know if it did n 
contain matter derogatory to the ſupreme legiſlative pon 
of Great Britain. 
Fart of The Earl of Denbigh obſerved, that the title of the p; 
Denbigh. 175 rendered it inadmiſſible: It was called a memon 
ow memorials are preſented from one crowned bead! 
another; but as to a memorial from an American aſſemb 
it 123 unheard of, and ought not, on that account, to | 
read. 22 
EarlGewer. The Earl Gower added to this, that the title given to t 
paper was ſuſpicious : A petition from the ſame aſlemhl 
had been - preſented to the King, the colonies not deny 
ing the ſupreme rights of his Majeſty; a remonſtrance 
the Commons, and now a memorial to the Lords. Th 
dropt the uſual word petition, leſt from that it ſhould 
imagined that they acknowledged the ſupreme power 
— branches of the legiſlature; upon this account then 
fore the contents of it ought to be opened more to f 
Houſe. - * 
poke of The Duke of Mancheſter replied, that if the Houſe 
Manchefter-ſifted on his performing the office of clerk he would ſubmi 
but till then he ſhould decline reading it; and as to openit 
the ſubject of it he had done it already. | 
Fri of The Earl of Hill/derough ſaid, that the orders of the He 
Will/ergbwere not to be diſpenſed with; a Lord was not allowed 
preſent a petition unleſs he opened the purport of it; 
the noble Duke reading it in his place, as a part L. | 
| pe 


ach, would be accepted by the Houſe ;. or if the Duke 
ovpht that it would be too great a burthen for him to 
4 it himſelf, that then the clerk might go to bim, and 


The Duke of Nichmend ridiculed this idea, What; my Duke # 
ends! the clerk go and ſtand by a Lord and read a — 
za part of that Lord's ſpeech ! Very pretty truly! Why 
en we need not any of us be at the trouble of making 3 

ches; we need only get our ſpeeches written for us, 

we the clerk read them; we may then any of us prove as 

Joquent as the noble Earl himſelf, - Objections (he added) 

we been made to the term Memorial, as if belonging to ſo« 

reigns, and denying our rights: That is very ſtrangeg 

rely; when it is well known every enſign in the army 

ho has objections to the treatment he receives, hab the 

edt of ptoſenting a memorial to the King; I think, there- 

re, there is nothing in the term derogatory to the digni- 

of this Houſe in it. | eee 
The Earl of Sandwich contended, that the noble Duke Ea 
been repeatedly called on to open the contents of the © 


morial, but would not comply; for as to telling the * © 

ouſe merely it was a complaint of grievances; that was 
thing ſatis factory: as this was the cafe, he moved an 
nend ment to the Duke's motion for reading the memorial 
adding the words, the contents of which had not been 


The Duke of Richmond obſerved, that this amendment Dulce of 
tw a reflection on the noble Duke who brought in the Rib 
norial, which would be highly unjuſt: t in his 
pinion the contents had been opened; that is, the print 
at part of the memorial, the prayer of it, which was 
* a redrefs of ' grievances; therefore, if the amendment 
y2ceepted, he myſt move another to. d6 juſtice to the nov 
Duke, by an explanation of how far” he had opened it 4 
If moved to add the concluding words of the memorial 
neh the Duke of "Mancheſter had read, 31 £2 JS a $03 | 
The Earl Gower ſaid, that the noble mover had not opened Earl Getver: 
nents; for merely ſaying it was for's redreſs of gri 
I, and reading the concluding” words, was ſaying nothing, 
Meſs he -mefitionened what thoſe- grievances were: = 
d of the houſs"of 'Stuart might potitiom for the redreſs - 
2 grievance, and that grievance mighe be the wane of 
© thrones; thus, if the particulate aro net mend; we 
ol. II, X The 
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. . The Lord Camden ſpoke exceeding well; he ſtated th 
great ĩnjuſtice of not allowing a Lord to open the contents 
of a petition in the way he thought proper; there could be 
but two ways, one forcing him to read the whole, which 
, was a drudgery they could not think of; the other, touch. 
ts ing the heads of it: Now, if a Lord is to open the con. 
-- tents. particularly, and upon that opening the fate of the 
petition is- to depend, then it muſt TAPS upon the caps. 
city and abilities of the individual who does it, which 
would be throwing a negative upon petitions in generl, 
But he was ſo great a friend to petitions being received an 
read, let them come from whom they might and under what. 
ever name, that throwing theſe obſtructions upon then 
muſt be very miſchievous; That the amendment in favc 
of the noble Duke was highly reaſonable and ought to be 
accepted. | 
Lord Hanf. The Lord Mansfield ſpoke to the order of the proceed 
Bali. ings of the Houſe, and attempted to ſhe that a Lord mul 
| open the contents of a petition, and that the Duke of Mu 
* cheſter had not done it. 
Fit T - The Lord Hycombe . of Shelburne} reminded t 
Shelburne. Houſe, that when the City of London preſented their x 
monſtrance to the King, lawyers were conſulted upon 
18 of not receiving it; yet ſo highly was the right « 
z ſubject to petition thought of, that it was determined | 
Re -_- muſt be received, under whatever name. | 
* The Earl of Effingham. The turn which this debate h 
faken, makes it unneceſſary for me to remark on any thin 
which in the courſe of it has fallen from any noble Lord 
but as Iwiſh to call your Lordſhip's attention rather to f 
ſubject matter, than to the form and manner of the pag... 
offered to you, I hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed, if I treat the latt 
as trifling, when put in competition with the falutary « 
dreadful effects of admitting or rejecting the means now | 
our hands, of reſtoring harmony to this diſtracted em 
3 What may be the Def tha amendment propoſed, I kn 
| not; but I fear it is too eafily to be gueſſed, from 
ceomplexion of the Houſe, what will be that of the each 
| .morial« If any thing, my Lords, can add to the relucul 
withzwbich I at any time trouble your Lordſhips, it bout 
- -  -.. conſciouſneſs of my own. inability to treat this ſubjeQ a 
„nh t9:begreated... Indeed the importance of it is ſul; 
:as wanld deter me from entering into it at all, did I not this ** 
dann in che prechrious ſituation in which, this country Hf 


— 


— 


EE % 


4.7775. raren | 
at preſent, it is the duty of every man to avow his princt- 


dug ples and ſentiments with firmneſs and integrity. The in- 
PM þ 7 n 

| dulgence which I have before experienced, encourages me to 
" expe again from your candour, that attention, which J 
c 


have not, like many among your Lordfſhips, the abilities to 
command. I confeſs I wiſh to avoid the diſcuſſion of our 
right to ſuch a power as we are contending for; that is to 
ſay, a power of taxing a ſet of ſubjects who are not repre- 
ſented among us, and who have full power to tax themſelves 
in the ordinary and conſtitutional manner, Were any par- 
ticular province, among the Americans, to refuſe grants of 
money in proportion to others, or to commit any act in 
abuſe of their charters, I think that ſupreme controuling 
power, which the province in queſtion allows in its full ex- 
tent, would give us the charge, Ne quid deftrimenti, res 
zapiat publica. And in that caſe, my Lords, almoſt the 
whole empire would be united againſt the wrong-headed few, 
who would be ſoon brought to reaſon, But 1 am ſatisfied, 
that without ſuch neceſſity, we have no more right to exer- 
ciſe the power of taxation in that country, than a Roman 
ore = to begin his office with a *. 

ould be perpetual, and was neceſſary in the ordinary 
buſnefs of government, "Therefore, wy Leeds whatever 
has been dome by the Americans, I muſt deem the mere 
conſequence of our unjuſt demands, They have come to 
fou with fair arguments, you have refuſed to hear them; 
dey make the moſt reſpectful remanftrances, you anſwer 


zugt to be free, you tell them they ſhall be flaves. IS I 
ten a wonder, if they fay in deſpair, for the ſhort re- 


among your Lordſhips, who in a ſituation ſimilar to that 
which I have deſcribed, would not reſolye the ſame? If 


ler. To bring the hiſtory down to the preſent ſcene. 
are two armies in preſence of each other; armies of 


ach feeling, that it is in the power of the moſt trifling, ac- 
dient, a private diſpute, a drunken fray in any public 
douſe in Boſton ; in ſhart, a nothing, to cauſe the [ſword 
to de drawn, and to plunge the whole country into Al the 
borrors of blood, flames and parricide. In this dreadful 
Moment, a ſet of men more wiſe and moderate than the reſt, 
dert themſelves to ing oe all to reaſon, They — 

3 | eig 


lartion, that his 


tem with bills of pains and penalties; they know they 
minder of our lives, we will be free!” Ts there one 
there could be ſuch à one, I am ſure he 6ught not to be 


drothers and countrymen ; each dreading "the event, yet 4 


-0 


© © Sandolation, that by making that ſacrifice, I at 
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their claims and their grievances ; nay, if any thin 
be proved bylaw and er, they prove them. They 8 
ſe oblivion, they make the firſt conceſſions ; we tren 
em with.contempt, we prefer poverty, blood, and ſervitude 
to wealth, happineſs, and liberty. My Lords, I ſhoul( 
mk myſelf guilty of offering an inſult to your Lordſhip, 
af I preſumed to ſuppoſe there was any amongſt you whg 
could think of what was expedient, _—_ once it appeared 
what was juſt. I might otherwiſe have adverted to the ue. 
xy formidable armament preparing by Spain; but as tha 
rgument ought to have no conlideration with your Lord, 
ps, I ſhall not ſuppoſe it would have any; and for tha 
ſon will entirely reject it. What weight theſe few ob. 
ervations may have, I don't know; but the candour you 
ordihips have indulged me with, requirs a confeſſion ot 
y art which may ſtill leſſen that weight. I muſt oug 
2 The not perſonally diſintereſted. Ever fince I was of an 
>to have any ambition at all, my higheſt has been toſene 
country in a military capacity. II there was on eanh 
. an event I Yreaded, it was to ſee this country ſo ſituated 2 
to make that profeſſion incompatible with my duty as 2 cl. 
ren. That period is, in my opinion, arrived; and! 
ve thought myſelf bound to -relinguiſh the hopes I hat 
med,. by a * which appeared to me the only me- 
thod Of avoiding. the guilt of enſlaving my country, and 
0 my hands in the blood- of her ſons. When the 
Auties 65 ſoldier and a citizen become inconſiſtent, I ſhall 
always think myſelf obliged to ſink the character of the (a 
ier -in that of the citizen, till ſuch time as thoſe duties ſul 
gain, by the malice of our real enemies, become unit. 
t is no ſmall ſacrifice Which a man makes who gives up 
is profeſß̃on ; but it is a much greater, when a .predileRion, 
_  Kreagtheved by habit, has given him fo ſtrong an attach- 
ment to his profeſſion as I feel. 1 havg, however, thine 
aſt git 
to my country an unequivocal proof of the ſincerity of at 
_ puociples. IN oi „ 


"The Houſe divided at half paſt eight. 
Ter ding che memorial 25. 
1 


4357 


4075. „ Deen 
The ſollowing is a copy of the memorial. 
L the Right KHonouratle the Lords Spiritual and Tempora] of 
Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled. 

The memorial of his Ma jeſiys faithful ſubjetts and repre- 
ſentatives "of the Colony of New-York, in general afjem- 
bl convened. - 

May jt pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
We his MajeRy's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
reſentatives-@gf the colony of New-York, in general aſ- 
nbly convened, are conſcious, when we addreſs your 
xd{hips, that N a body who have euer 
en diſtinguiſhed for the firmeſt attachment to the princi- 
les of liberty, and that happieſt rafult of them, the Britiſh 
vaſtitution, 


en purſelves, and the people we -repreſent, 
maſt 


SSSERESSESzS RE. tt SaaS SSETETR 


1 - 
— MT. 


Mature in which they had been repreſented, they of aight 
med, and e a +, Capo of — — 
owledging the King, or his repreſentative, as one branch 
ef, This right thee have pnintedly, Tepeatedly, and 
wOuly alerted, as iwhat anly could afford them that ſe- 

| curity 


 eurity which their, fellow ſubjeQs in Great Britain ei 


the ſubje of Great Britain, nor any law made that is bi 
ing on him, without the concurrence of thoſe who hz 


Jives and properties are at the abſolute diſpoſal of other 


- Your Lordſhips will excuſe, nay, we doubt not wi 


has been exerciſed in ſuch a manner as to give the colon 
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under à conſtitution, at once the envy and admiration 
ſurrounding nations, becauſe no money can be raiſed ung 


been elected by the people to repreſent them. 
For what .happinefs can the coloniſts expect, if the 


And that power which, when reſtrained within its jul 
bounds, would -; oy light and heat to the whole emp 


may be emp! ke a devouring flame, to comſume 1 
deftroy x a ; E 


= 


« 
. 


= 
— 
— — 


commend us, for ſpeaking at this important juncture vt 
the freedom becoming the repreſentatives of a free peo 
When addreffing ourſelves to this moſt illuſtrious body, 
We therefore beg leave, on this occaſion, to declare 
Conceive the people of the colonies entitled to equal rg 
and privileges with their fellow ſubjects in Great Britan 
and that upon theſe principles it is a-grievance of a m 
alarming nature, that the Parliament of Great Brit 
ſhauld claim a right to enact laws, binding the colonies | 
ul} caſes whatſoever. N „ 
Incompatible as this claim is with the very idea of fre 
dom, your Lordſhips cannot wonder that the colon 
ſhoul& expreſs an invincible repugnance to it. Abſdly 
und uncontroulable ew in any man, or body of men, 
ceſlarily implies abſolute ſlavery in thoſe who are ſubje@ 
it; even ſhould ſuch a power not be carried into executi 
yet let it be remembered, that the liberties of an Engli 
man are his rights, and that freedom conſiſts not in'a mt 
exemption from oppreſſion, but in a right to ſuch enen 
tion founded on law and the principles of the confſtituti 
But your Lordſhips cannot be ignorant that this c 


—_— —— 
C3 1 1 — r 


the utmoſt uneaſineſs, and the moſt unexceptionable grou 
of complaint. 8 
Duties for the expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a reveni* f 1 
America, have been impoſed upon ſeveral articles impol 
directly from Great Britain, or the Britiſh colonies, 
on foreign wines, an article which does not in the leaſt 
terfere with the products of Great Britain, nor any df 
colomes. i . £ th; 
The juriſdiction of the admiralty courts have been 
tended beyond its antient limits; the judges of thol eo 
* —— ” 8 Ine 


reſted with new and unconſtitutional powers; the fub- 
Q& in America, in many caſes, diveſted. of that invaJuable 
riyilege, a trial by jury, and a diſcrimination highly inju- 
bus held up between us and our fellow ſubjects in Great 
vital, | 
Ads have been paſſed for the purpoſe of ſuſpending the 
zillature of this colony from the exerciſe of its conſtitu- 
onal powers, till it ſhould comply with requiſitions which 
had before judged improper and laying an unreaſonable 
ftnint upon us with reſpect to the emiſſion of paper cur- 
ncy to be a legal tender within the colony. 
Officers employed in the adminiſtration of juſtice, have 
en rendered independent of the people with reſpect both 
\ their ſalaries and the tenure of their commiſſions, where- 
y they are forced from thoſe checks to which, as ſervants 
the public, they ought to be ſubjeR, although the re- 
ſentatives of the people have ever been ready, and now 
their willingneſs to make ſuitable proviſion for their 
pport, | 
New, and unconſtitutional acts have been paſſed, and 
ſtrutions made of an old one, by which the American 
dect is directed to be tried for offences, either real or ſup- 
ſed, not in the place were the fact was committed, where 
s witneſſes reſide, and their characters are know, but in a 
unge country, Where his witneſſes may not attend, and 
dere their credibility cannot be aſcertained, _ 
We are extremely unhappy that occaſion has been given 
to add to the catalogue of our grievances, the laws enact- 
in the laſt ſeſſion of the late Parliament, for ſhutting up 
: Jort of Boſton, for altering the government of the 
llachuſets Bay, and for the impartial adminiſtration of 
lice, in certain caſes, in that province. 
Although it is not our intention to enter into a juſtifica- 
n of the meaſures which occaſioned thoſe acts, or to 
imate an approbation of the mode purſued for redreſſing 
c grievances of which they have been productive, yet we 
not help viewing them as forming precedents of ſo dan- 
dus a nature, as muſt render the privileges, the proper- 
aud even the lives of all his Majeſty's American ſub- 
us precarious and inſecure. | _ 
by other acts of the ſame ſeſſion, the bounds of the pro- 
ce of Quebeck are conſideraby extended; the Roman 
bolic religion may be conſtrued to be eſtabliſhed through- 
ithat province 3 and ſuch regulations are enacted reſpect- 
its trade, as not only hold up a diſcrimination between the 
| continental, 


but in the eſtabliſhment of the port of entry, — 1 


Poke of 
Richmond. 


cauſes of diſſention with A gy ritain, * eftab)ithi 


of w Wet Hall. But upon a 
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and other colonies, injurious to the former, 


totally to deprive this colony of an exteriive and 
tant commerce, which'it formerly carried on with the na. 
tive Indian inhabitants of that vaſt track of 00 cpuntry; 
included within the bounds. of that government 

Theſe are the principal grievances under which our con- 
ſtixuents at preſent labour; but though we conceive it o 
duty thus fally to lay chem before your Lordſhips, we | 
leave to affure you, that we ſhall always chearfully ſubmi 
to the conftitutional'exerciſc of the ſupreme regulating 
er Jodgedꝭ in the King, Lords and Commons of Grem Bri 
tain, and to all acts talcukted for the general weal of t 
empire, and the due regulation of the trade and ImNmerc 

We heel this power includ ] 
Wie conecive this includes a r to 
upon all articles imported directiy into lden an, 20 
ſbreign country on plantatiom which may interfere with pn 
ducts and manufactures of Great Britain, or. any oths 
part of his por, dominions; but that is <*flential 1 
freedom, and tbe und6ybted rights of our ' cahſtitutenty 
8 impoſed on them but with their conſent g 

perfonally, or by their lawfut reprefentatives. 

nad, therefore, we entertain ſuch” diſpoſitions of ob 
cence to the lawful powers of government, of I 
to our moſt, gracious e ben and attachment to the p 
rent coufitry ; we humbly hy your yn 
aid and concur in redreffin ievances, rem 


our ts atid privileges upon a folid and lafting found 
i, au, half ever pray. 
"I 1 the } affembly, 


Mandy er, | 
 Nnw-Yort, „ 
March, 1775. 


A Die of e the a with = 
clearneſs, that a Grange and dangerous miſtake had 
made In an appral, in the caſe of Sir Thomas Brought 
Pl faid, N ＋ F.. tried in the 23 5 MM 

rhe judgment there was very gen os 
appeal to the Ki 


„„ Kere 164 
er, Wench, ſome new light had ſtruck the noble Lord who pre- 
Wet there, in conſequence of which the judgment was 
or: MWeverſed, From this reverſal there was an appeal to, that 
nx.MWHouſe, The opinions of the Exchequer Bench being ta- 
| n, the Chief Baron only was for the judgment of the 
Ling's Bench, the reſt againſt it. There were nine Lords 
the Houſe, on hearing the .repeal. Of theſe the Lord 
hancellor and Lord Camden ſpoke for reverſing the judg- 
ent, and the Biſhop of Ely with the Lords Northing- 
a and Sandys, were of the ſame opinion; ſo that there 
xe five to four for reverſing the judgment of the King's 
teach ; and yet by ſome unaccountable miſtake the Chan- 
lor declared it was affirmed. His Grace after ſtating 
his accident to the Houſe, with great candour and modeſty, 
bmitted the conſideration of the remedy to their Lordſhips; 
The Lord Chancellor acknowledged the facts as his Grace Lord Chan- 
ad ſtated them, he lafhented the miſtake, but exculpated cellor. 
inſelf, by inſiſting that it was no more his buſineſs than 
bat-of any other Lord to call for a diviſion. He ſaid, 
hatever the world might think, it would have been an ex- 
of idiotiſm in him, to decide againſt his own. opinion, 
he knew the majority was with him. 5 | 
The Earl - Gower lamented the tranſaction in terms of EAC. 
eat propriety, but conceived a remedy impracticable, as 
particular caſe could not be re- conſidered. A 
The Duke of Chandois informed their Lordſhips, that pe ot 
mayed to affirm the judgment. He ſaid, he was en- Chandos. 
uraged to give an opinion in the cauſe, from Lord Cam- 
Ws having declared, that it was 4 queſtion on which the 
Lords were very competent to decide. He felt no wiſni 
ave carried the queſtion by indirect means, but lamented 
at had happened, and the more fo that he rembered an 
Mance in which the deciſion was againſt the judgment of 
der Lords and of himſelf, tho“ they were witheld hy diffi- 
ace from inſiſting on their opinions. For the future, he 
d, he was determined no ſuch thing ſhould happen. 
The Lord Camden, re-ſtated the argument he delivered Lord can- 
en the point was agitated. He ſaid, that havipg declar- der. 
bis opinion in his place, it was leſs incumbent on him 
Bl for a diviſion, which was ſeldom or never bis prac- 
*, as it might wear the appearance of party, which ought 
er to interfere in judicial queſtions. I ho' he felt and 
iented the hardſhip of the particular caſe, yet he profeſ- 
dis incapacity to ſuggeſt a remedy. on the ſudden ; but 
Weht it worthy the attention of every Lord to turn it in 


Tal of 


Lord Manſ- 


determination. He concluded with impoſing ſilence on 


Sbelburne. noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, in the tranſcendent impo 


: prejudice as ſynonimous. With regard to the law, \ 
had 


of Chandois ; the fluctuation of judgment by private 0 


For thirty years Lord Hardwicke preſided at the head 
the law, without a doubt ariſing of the wiſdom and 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 
his mind ; that right, if poſſible, might be done in the py 
ticular caſe, and ſome regulation adopted to prevent f 
poſſibility of ſuch an accident for the future, 

The Mansfield now interpoſed, with that diQator 
authority, which the uſual infalibility of his opinion, . 
— with the Houſe; and the favour of the King | 
juſtly inſpire. He told them it was of infinite importan 
that they ſhould hold out to the public, clearneſs of decifig 
that the moment the word affirm came from the wool-fa 
it was incumbent on every Lord to maintain the deciſo 
for the honour of the Houfe, and the quiet of the publi 
that even the Lords who differed in opinion, were bout 
from that moment, to bury and forget their opinions in 
vour of the general authority. He reprobated the y 
idea of rehearing caufes ; and ſaid, upon memory, that, 
the cafe of one Fitzgerald, during the Queen's time, ſu 
an attempt had been made, by Lord Harcourt, whoſe mi 
was uneaſy under a determination in which he had acquieſee 
But the propoſition was over-ruled by a majority afterf 
debate, in which Lord Bathurſt, the preſent Chance en 
father, took a great lead. He thought the preſent caſe 
not likely to be ſo bad as it ſeemed, for he had happened 
talk privately and confidentially with one of the Lords » 
was ſuppoſed to be againſt the judgment as it now flo 
and had altered his opinion in twenty-four hours after 


ſubjeR. | 
The Lord Vycombe [Earl of Shelburne] agreed with 


of maintaining the reputation, weight, and conſequently 
authority of the Houſe, as the ſupreme court of judicat 
He ſaid, religion and law were the two great pillars of 


ciety. That he was ſorry to ſee the former loſing de 


much of its influence, that a ſubtle metaphyſical ſpirit 
refinement had crept in, and made writers, countenand 
he feared, by men in high ſtation, uſe the words religion 


fallen from many Lords, was exceedingly alm 
One erroneous judgment ſtated by a noble Duke, and WF 
knowledged by the Houſe ; another referred to by his G 


ference, to which Lord Mansfield had alluded ; muſt Jem: 
out an alarming and uncomfortable picture to the Pu 
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"ty of the deciſions in the courts of juſtice, But fince 
bit time, a certain difidence had been gradually riſing, till 


7 
par 
b 


waſequence of theſe doubts, Every one muſt have obſerveꝗ 


at; publications which would not be called libels, with- 
t the cruelty of depriving men injured, as in the preſent 
ſe, eren of the miſerable conſolation of complaint. He 
blerved, that the Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, in 
ring his opinion two years ago, had hinted at an over ſub- 

and love of innovation, having found its way into 
eſtminſter Hall. For theſe reaſons he felt it his duty not 
let the matter remain exactly where the noble Lord, who 
woke laſt, deſired it might reit, but wiſhed to bring the 
ouſe back to what had fallen with ſo great propriety from 
xd Camden, and to recommend it to, or rather call up- 
Lords of more ability, to turn in their minds, whether 
right could not be done in the particular caſe, ſome 
ans might not be deviſed to prevent it in future, The 
Lords in particular he thought, owed this to their own 
putztion, as well as to the Houſe and to the public; 
ut the character of that afſembly might not be ſullied 
Ih ſuſpicion, and the confidence of the people in the ſu- 
court of judicature ſhaken. For he would venture 
prophecy, that if ſuch ſuſpicions got abroad, and became 
alent, it would ſhock, not only the adminiſtration of 
day, but the wm foundations of government itſelf, 


ith wiſhing ſome relief might be deviſed for the preſent 
plant, with a proper proviſion againſt the ſame accident 
pening again, | 


May 22. 
The order of the day, to conſider of a petition, praying 
R-hearing or reviſion of the judgment given by the 
uſe, relative to the adyowſon of Mottisfont, in the coun- 
of Southampton, affirming a judgment in error pronoun- 
| by the court of King's Bench. 


tlength it walked abroad in open day, Every Lord, he. 
id. muſt have felt with him, the importunity of ſuitors, in 


at publications of a very extraordinary nature were fre- 


The Duke of Richmond ſummoned up the whole that had Duke of 
en ſaid, with great preciſion and ability, and concluded Ric. 


\ 


s rde Duke of Richmond moved to have the petition read, Duke of 
te eh being complied with, his Grace then moved, that Rb]. 
uſt committee be appointed to enquire into the true ſtate of 
Pug contents and non- contents, and report their opinion 


Kon to the Houſe, 
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Lord Chan- "Phe Lord Chancellor moved, that the petition might bg 

+ Callr, 22 3 he obſerved, that he had put the queſtion in th 

uſual manner; that no Lord preſent demanded a diviſion, 

from whence he concluded, that the Houſe was bound u 

do the fame; that the Lords of an opinion contrary t 

what he pronounced acquieſced in what be ſaid ; that if thi 

waz not ſo taken, there was an end of all the modes of the 

Poon for this reaſon he moved that the petition might 

rejected. 

ke of The Duke of Richmond. I am aware of the numerou 

difficulties, which preſent themſelves, to obſtruQ a compli 

ance with the preſent” intended motion; but' neverthelel 

F think it my duty, as a member of this Houſe, to doeye 

ry thing in my power to preſerve your Lordſhips judgmen 

unfullied and unqueſtioned, and to forward ſubſtantia 

joſtice in the moſt dire and ſatisfactory manner. The que 

tion now before your Lordſhips, is not, whether the decifis 

was, or was not, a wiſe one, or conſonant to the legal a 

&quitable conſtruction of wills; but whether it was 

truth the genuine ſenſe of the Houſe. It may indeed | 

objetted, that any reviſion or rehearing of this buſineſs m 

be of the moſt fatal conſequence, as letting in evils which you 

Lordſhips would neither be able to correct or limit. I fe 

ſes thoſe inconveniencies, and fee] the force of the agu 

ments that may be built on them, as ſtrongly as any ne 

ble Lord in this Houſe ; but it is becauſe, in my opinic 

the preſent propoſed enquiry can eſtabliſh no precedent, : 

that we are ſtrictly warranted, by the orders of the Hobk 

that I preſume to trouble your Lordſhips on the occaliot 

1 The two principal points I take to be theſe; It has | 

| difcovered;- ſince the judgment was pronounced, that out ( 

nine Peers preſent, five of them were for the reverſal, 3 

four againſt it. But, ſays the noble Lord on the woolſac 

who juſt now ſpoke, the queſtion being put in the uſu 

form, three or four noble Lords ſignified their diſſent, whi 

thoſe for the motion remained ſilent ; therefore, ſays tl 

learned Lord, I was juſtified in declaring, that the nol 

contents had it; and when no perſon offered to divide t! 

Houſe, to pronounce in favour of the reſpondent in error 

I grant what the noble and learned Lord offers to be e 

 premiely juſt; but at the ſame time, if it ſhould come o 

chat r majority were for the motion of reverſal, I truſt yo 

kordſhipsz on this occaſion, will have recourſe to the on 
regular mode of taking the ſenſe of the Houſe, which is 

2 learned Lord on the Woolſack to ſtand up uncover 
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jd begin with'the youngeſt Baron, and ſo proceed to take 
ie 0;inion. of every Lord preſent, ſereatim. What I pro- 
ſe is not contrary to precedent, for no longer ago than 
133) a petition was preſented, praying for the re-hearing 
a cauſe, ſetting forth, that the nephew of an appellant, 
ho appezled in his name, was not intereſted, That poſi- 
un, my Lords, was referred to a committee to conſider the 
& ſtated, they reported unfavourably to the petitioner, the 
jan was ordered into cuſtody but ran away, and there the 
utter ended; proving however ſufficiently that there was 
ing contrary to your orders in admitting repetition 
mying for a re-hearing. In the Houſe of Commons, where 
ſer is not in other matters ſo ſtrictly adhered to, the Speak- 
„ when he comes to put the queſtion, ſays, after repeating 
„ „As many as are of that opinion, ſay aye; and then 
akes'a reſt, and again ſays, As many as are of a 
untrary opinion, ſay no; and a ſecond, or a third 
me, if the ſound be doubtful ; by which formality, the 
rties have time to prepare for the diviſion; whereas, by 
he manner of putting the queſtion in this Houſe, ſhould it 
wpen to be complicated, by amendments or otherwiſe, 
ur Lordſhips may be ſurpriſed into a judgment manifeſtly 
mtraditory to the ſenſe of the majority. I will not pre- 
ad to decide how far that might have been the caſe in 
preſent inſtance; but ſure I am, yu Lordſhips will 
er reſt ſatisfied till this point is fully cleared up. I do 
fore move, that a committee be appointed to enquire 
o the two petitions now read, and report their opinion 
on to the Houſe. 


ſyllable aflerted by the noble Lord on the 
wiſck to be literally and ſubſtantially true. However, 
the circumſtances of that day, now ſo much relied on, 
to nothing, when I inform your Lordſhips, that I 
it this day from the noble Lord, who it is contended 


nod not have voted, that he poſitively meant to vote, 
have divided againſt the queſtion, for affirming the 
ror went in error. And I beg leave to repeat again, that 


three, if not four, non-contents, and to the beſt of 
e vecolſection, not one content, This being the true ſtate 
the caſe, my Lords, how does the matter really ſtand ? 
on the old ground, that no queſtion was ever put in this 
_—_— more regularly, nor more fairly carried; and on the 
cre” ground taken up by the petition on your * 4 

FI e, 


The Earl of Hr/{ſborough. I was preſent in the Houſe, Far of 
poke to the queſtion ; and, upon my own knowledge, HH 
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ble, that inſtead: of five to four, there were ten Lords pre. 
| ſent, five for, and hve againſt; therefore the queſtion wa 

loſt, the-mover always requiring a majority. | 

Farl of The Earl of Northington. T hall juſt trouble your Lord. 

Nerthingten: ſhips with a ſhort ſtate of the — — The advowſon, 

which it is determined, paſſed by the will of the late Sir 
Bryan Broughton Delves, being ſold by his lady, the ſup. 
poſed deviſee, under the ſaid will, to the reſpondent in er. 
rer, Mr. St. John, a ſuit at law was inſtituted by the 
heir at law, or his preſentee; and the matter being tried at 
Winchelter aſſizes, the jury found a verdict for the preſenter, 
It was, however, ſolemnly argued in the Common Plex 
where the verdict was confirmed. From thence the reſpon- 
dent moved the cauſe by writ of error into the King's Bench, 
where he obtained judgment ; on which. the appellant in er. 
ror appealed to the wiſdom and juitice of this Houſe, 
What was your Lordſhips conduct on this occaſion ? Why, 
as two courts, I will venture to ſay equally reſpectable, had 
differed, you very properly deſired the attendance of - the 
Barons of the court of Exchequer, in order, as it was under- 
ood at the time, to be finally determined by their opinions, 
hree of them accordingly attended, the other being abſent 
by illneſs. The Chief Baron was for affirming the judg 
ment in error, the two Barons for the reverſal : add to thi 
that the learned Lord on the woolſack, to whoſe opinion 
your Lordſhips are always ready to pay the deference it 
deſerves, and another noble and learned Lord near me I Lol 
Camden] followed the Barons in their opinions, I ol 
repeat theſe circumſtances to remind your Lordſhips of thx 
true ftate of the matter, previous to the determination 
and all I have to ſay now to the allegations of the pet 
tion under conſideration is, that I teſtified my aſſent to tht 
motion ; that I was preparing to divide; that I was nes 
more ſurprized in my life, than when I heard the judgmen 
pronounced; and, that I do not recolle& there were mo 
than nine Lords in the Houſe who would vote, the otie 
four having gone below the throne, not chuſing to divide 
Biſhop ef ., The Biſhop of Ely. For my part, I affirm, I did ex 
Ely. preſs my aſſent, whether the noble Lord on the woollad 
heard it, or not; and ſo far was I from being acquaiak 
with the truth of the tranſaction, that I was for a minui 
before I knew that the queſtion was carried againſt my opt 
pion.;. As ſoon as I learned it was, I went to the nov 
Lord on the woolſack and deſired the miſtake might be tec 
tiked; but was told it was too late. As to what the 1 


1.1775 Dan Ar. 


Lord ſays of the preſent opinion of another noble Lord, now 
\bſent, I confeſs, that to the beſt of memory, there were 
only nine remained to vote, the other four having retired 
tehind the throne; and if any thing were wanting to con- 
am me in that opinion, my eagerneſs to divide, from my 
knowledge of the true ſtate of the contents, and not- con- 
tents, perfectly ſatisfy me that it was ſo. Beſides, I under. 
food all along, that the noble Lord now alluded to, never 
meant to give a vote on either ſide, 


be Earl of Hili/berough.: It is not very uſual, I believe, Earl of 
in this Houſe, when a noble Lord riſes to aſſert a fact, to af- #i//55ugh 


terwards retain any doubt concerning it. I know there 
were thirteen Lords preſent, I remember that three only of 
them went behind the throne, and that ten remained in the 
Houſe; but however, as my word will not be taken, I will 
zppeal to his Lordſhip's own words, which were delivered to 
me by meſſage this morning, and that meſſenger your Lord- 
ſhips own clerk, whereby he aſſured me that he did intend 
tovote, and would have divided againſt the motion. As to 
what the noble Lord might in converſation have faid relative 
to dividing or not dividing, it can ſignify but very little, 
when oppoſed to his ſolemn aſſurance thus given; and were 
ut to weigh, the noble Earl (Earl of Northington] aſſured 
ne himſelf, that he did not know whether he ſhould have 


yoted, as he did not hear the arguments of council at 
the bar. 


The Lord Mansfield. The merits of the preſent queſtion Lora Ma: 
re in ſome meaſure removed off their true ground, and. 


re now deciſive againſt the allegations ſtated in the petition. 
Inſtead, therefore, of going into the propriety or impropriety 
ſ receiving petitions for reviſions and rehearings, the mat- 
er is ſtopped at the very threſhold ; for it comes out di- 
aly, that there were ten Lords in the body of the Houſe, 

be for, and five againſt, conſequently the motion muſt 
been loſt, and the mover left in a minority. But tho 

de matter be thus of courſe diſpoſed of, I cannot avoid ſay- 
ga word or two on the ſuppoſed foundation on which the 
eution is built. How does the caſe ſtand in refpe& of re- 
Wings in general? Why, that the eccleſiaſtical courts, 
all matters connected with civil law, admit of them. 

om thence they have made their way into the court of 
tancery, and if any prayer of this kind could be enter- 

ted here, it would and muſt be on the idea of 3 

2 | his 


This Houſe never took cognizance of cauſes in equity ti 
Lord Chancellor Bacon's time. This was always deem 
.a court of law, in the dernier reſort, in which the Kin; 
was ſuppoſed to preſide with his Peers, and, afliſted by th 
judges of the realm, to expound, explain, and determine tb 
ws of the land, according to their true legal conſtrudig 
and import, previous to the period I have now alluded u 
But here, whatever the real juriſdiction of your Lordſhig 
may be in matters of equity, there is an end of the q 

tion at once. This is not a matter of equity, but mere la 
the determination of which muſt, in the inſtant the judg 
ment is pronounced, be ultimately final and irrevocabl 
even againſt | yourſelves. Your Lordſhips power is at 

end: the proceedings already had on it form at preſe 
part of the law of the land. Your Lordſhips can 
more legally revoke the judgment now it is paſleo, than y( 
can give one reſpecting a property which was never yet lit 
pw for I am bold to affirm, that any order of this Hou 
would now operate as well in one caſe as the other. 
have made it my buſineſs to enquire into the uſual mc 
of proceeding on rehearings, , and do not find, that 

have been granted fince the rule eſtabliſhed in 1693, t 
1733, nor ſince the time the noble Duke alluded to. | pe 
ceive, that many applications of this nature have been mac 
but the greater part of them have been as conſtantly rejed 
ed, and not one of thoſe granted ever prayed for a rehear 
of a. queſtion of mere law ultimately decided. But, 
Lords, what would the reaſons now ſet up lead us to! 
that certain Lords were preſent, and that they declined 
divide the Houſe, though they were a majority. As we 
in my opinion, might a petition be preſented to reconli 
the proceedings of this Houſe, when any of your Lordih 
happened to be locked out on a diviſion. Suppoſe, wh 
happened to be the caſe within theſe few weeks, any 
your Lordſbips ſhould i the queſtion, and divide 
the | wrong ſide; ſuppoſe, in the very inſtance I now al 
-to, that the numbers had been equal, and that the nc 
Lord, by going below the bar, inſtead of flaying in 
. Houſe, had loſt the queſtion, would you permit his L 
ſhip to come in, ſome days after, to deſire the ſame queit 
to be again debated ? poſe again, the tellers, tac 
miſtake or deſign, had miſreported the numbers, would 
conſent to have the declared ſenſe of the Houſe ſet alt 
. 1 remember to have heard a matter of that ſort upon 
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f the greateſt queſtions ever decided in this Houſe : Lord 
dradford, being a remarkable fat man, the teller, after the 
eſtion was Carried, ſaid, that he counted him as ten, by 
nich he gained the victory. It is, indeed more probable 
e might have told him as two; but in either event, it is 
ain, the matter was not to be ſet right, after the ſenſe 
f the Houſe was once regularly declared. | 
The Lord Chancellor. The noble Lord whoſe opinion Lord Chan- 
us been ſo much alluded to in this debate, I can, from my cellor. 
main knowledge, affirm, was fitting in the body of the 
Jouſe, on one of the middle benches, at the inſtant the 
veſtion was put, and had not then retired behind the 
rone, 
The Duke of Richmond, I have been to ſpeak with the Duke of 
wellant at the bar, and he ſeems ſatisfied, by what has Riabmend. 
uſed this day, that. the numbers in the Houſe were equal; 
defires, therefore, to withdraw his petition, and decline 
wing your Lordſhips _ further trouble. 

ay 23. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill 
x amending and explaining the Speaker's warrant bill. N 
tiling amendment was offered to be made to the firſt 
ning clauſe, on which the Earl of Sandwich obſerved, 
there were no facts proved at their Lordſhips bar to 
Iſantiate the allegations ſet forth in the preamble, it was 
poſſible their Lordſhips could longer entertain the bill, 
liſtent with their own rights and the uſual eſtabliſhed 
des of proceeding. 
The Earl of Denbigh ſupported the bill; contending, as Earl ef 
puriſhment would be inflicted by the bill, but Barely Denbigh. 
bolding the iſſuing of the writ during the receſs, as 
puratory to fuller and more ſubſtantial proofs, no evi- 
was neceſſary. 


| altercation now enfued between the two noble Lords, 


| a length the Lord Chancellor roſe, and treated the Lord Chan- 
yide & of ommons with great aſperity; obſerving, among celler. 
* t things, that the Commons had learned to treat the : 
— U 


b with a degree of diſreſpect and contempt that ought 
to be tamely borne, or let to paſs without notice ; 
in the preſent inſtance they had ſhewn the higheſt and 
tundecoming indignity ; and for thoſe reaſons moved, 
the Chairman do now leave the chair. "The debate now 
We general, till at length Lord Sandys moved for a 

nce, This gave a viſible turn to the appearance of 
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Duke of 
Mancheſter, 
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The Duke of Manchefter ſpoke againſt a haſty decign 
in a matter of fuch nicety and difficulty, and moved to have 
the preamble and the firſt enacting clouſe of the bill read, 
A doubt which was the proper mode of proceeding ſcemel 
for ſome minutes to prevail, till Lord Abercorn moved, that 
the Chairman do leave the chair, and report ſome proępteß; 
which being agreed to, a reſolution was then entered uy, 
that a conference be defired with the Commons, to knoy 
the grounds of evidence they proceeded on, relative to thi 
amended bill for directing the Speaker to withold making 
out his warrant to the Clerk of the crown, for iſſuing 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in Parliament for the de 
rough of Shafton, otherwiſe Shafteſbury, in the county 


Wilts, 
May 24. 
The Houſe having yeſterday agreed to ſend a meſſaget 
the Commons, defiring to be informed on what groun 
they patled a bill for amending and explaining an act for in 
powering the Speaker, during the receſs of Parliament, t 
direct warrants to the Clerk of the crown to iflue writs { 
electing perſons in the room of ſuch members as ſhall di 
fo far as to prevent the iſſuing a writ, during the preſent r 
ceſs, for eſecting a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Par] 
ment for the borough of Shafteſbury. The maſters in chat 
cery having delivered the ſaid meſſage, Mr. Holford : 
quainted the Houſe, that he had a paper in his hand cot 
taining reaſons delivered to him by the other Houſe, whi 
he read accordingly. The purport of the reaſons read 
the Maſter was, that they er Commons] had appointe 
ſelect committee to try and determine on a petition co 
plaining of an undue election and return for the ſaid | 
rough of Shafteſbury ; that in the courſe of the exam 
tion of witneſſes before the committee, moſt notorious bil 
ry and corruption had been proved againſt a great num 
of electors voting at the ſaid election; that the ſeſſion be 
nearly terminated, and too far ſpent for the Houſe to 
cogn:zance of the facts, or make a full enquiry into the} 
ceedings of their committee, ſo as to come to a final del 
mination relative to the meaſures proper to be purſued ag? 
the delinquents, had deferred the further conſideratio 
the affair till after the next receſs; and that in the" 
time they had thought it expedient to paſs a bill for prev 
ing the Speaker from iſſuing a writ, during the recel 
Parliament for Shafteſbury, till they ſhould firſt take 
report of the committee into conſideration. 
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775. 
ion The order of the day was then moved for, to go into 2 
lar committee of the whole Houſe on the Speaker's warrant 
read. 


hill; and a motion being made, that the contents of the 


emed aid written paper, with the minutes of the proceedings of 


that de {cleft committee of the Houſe of Commons, be refer- 
Tels ; red to the committee, Lord Scarſdale took the chair, and the 
1 up, Lord Chancellor roſe and obſerved, that the reaſons now 
know -.nſmitted by the Houſe of Commons, accompanied by the 
ad minutes of the proceedings of their ſeledt committee, were 
JaxINg 


ficient to ſupport the facts ſtated in the preamble of the 
bill ; but that the motive for witholding the writ, in the 
words it appears therefore improper and inexpedient to 
ſue any writ during the receſs,” ſtill remained unſup- 
orted by any fact or allegation in the bill. His Lordſhip 
herefore moved to leave out thoſe words, which being 
reed to, the Houſe was again reſumed, and the amend- 
ment propoſed by his Lordſhip immediately reported, 

No other public buſineſs. 
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t May 26. 

rits Tue King put an end to the ſeſſion. See his Majeſty's 
1 eech at the end of the firſt volume. | 
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The following petition was delivered to the earl of Dart, Wh,1, 
mouth, January 18, 1775, to be by his Lordſhip preſented.) 
to his Majeſty. 


x b 

To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. ry 

The petition of your 47775 maſl layal and dutiful yar , 
cient ſuljects ſettled in the province of Quebcch, 1 

Moſt humbly ſheweth, mu 


THAT we, upon the faith of your ſacred Majeſty's royal pie 
clamation, bearing date the ſeventh day of October, which 
was in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſixty-three, did come and ſettle ourſelves in the ſaid province 
purchaſing houſes and lands, and carrying on extenſive trade 
commerce and agriculture, whereby the value of the lan 
and wealth of its inhabitants are more than doubled; dure ch 
all which time we humbly crave leave to ſay that we hag 
aid a ready and dutiful obedience to government, and hate 
Jived in peace and amity with your Majeſty's new ſubjeds8hor 
Nevertheleſs we find, and with unutterable grief preſume t 
ſay, that by a late act of Parliament, intitled, An act u bet 
the more effectual proviſion for the government of the pre 
vince of Quebeck in North-America, we are deprived of the 
franchiſes granted by your Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, ani 
by us inherited from our fore-fathers ; that we have loſt thi 
protection of the Engliſh laws, ſo univerſally admired fer 
their wiſdom and lenity, and which we have ever held in tht 
higheſt veneration, and in their ſtead the laws af Canada ili 
to be introduced, to which we are utter ſtrangers, diſgracetulWer- 
to us as Britons, and in their conſequences ruinous to o 
properties, as we thereby loſe the invaluable privilege of trial 
by juries, That in matters of a criminal nature the habeaiehar 
corpus act is diſſolved, and we are ſubje& to arbitrary fine erg: 
and impriſonment, at the will of the governor and councils! 
who may at pleaſure render the certainty of the criminal law 
of no effect, by the great power that is granted to them 0 
paking alterations in the ſame. | 
We therefore moſt humbly implore your Majeſty to tak |. 
unhappy ſtate into your royal conſideration, and grail 
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ink meet. 


rc. Macaulay, 
ohn Aitkin, 1 7 
el nn Patterſon, | jd 
and. Meredith 8 
ohn Lees, 3. 
ohn Welles, 7 
a+. argues, = 
| Walker, 3 8 
mes Price, ; 
bn Blake, \ © 
ic Todd, 8 
lex, Paterſon, | 3 
thn Porteous, J 3 


hn M Cord, 
barles Grant, 


| bert Woolſey, 
ing cholas Bayard, 
hae Le Marchant, 
hae in Painter, 
eck omas M Cord, 
ne Mary Grebaſſa, 
d bert Willcocks, 
In Renaud, 
Inſty Cramer, 
urge Gregory, 
* Chaperon, 
d f erck Petry, 
in toes Cuming, 
da lam Laing, 
acetulWorre Jenkins, 


to oulWQncis Smith, 

ander Wallace, 
hard Dobie, 

arge Meaſam, 

vel Jacobs, 
bolas Brown, 
chael Morin, 
Vliam Kay, 

a Lilly, 


u Sunderland, 


em 0 


. Grant, 

ames Morriſon, 
James Sinclair, 
John Chiſholm, 
James Jeffry, 
Robert M. ie, 
Francis Atkinſon, 
David Shoolbred, 


Jon. Clarke Minot, 


Godfrey King, 
John Land. 
Caleb Thorne, 


« ſuch relief as your Majeſty in your royal wiſdom ſhall 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
Quebec, 12th Nov, 1774. 


Joſeph Ingo, 
Adam Scott, 
James Finlay, 
Pat. M Clement, 
William Pantree, 
Jacob Bittez, 
Leach Smith, 
John Saul, 
Francis Anderſon, 
Simon Fraſer, 
John Roſs, 

John M*«Cluer, 


John Lees, junior, James Woods, 


Robert Jackſon, 
Hugh Ritchie, 


1 Lees, 


emuel Bowles, 


Alexander Lawſon, Thomas Davidſon, 


Charles Daily, 


Patrick O Donell, 


Edw. Manwaring, Archibald Lawford, 
Michael Flanagan, Simon Fraſer, jun. 


J. Melvin, 
George Munro, 


James Hanna, 
N Torrey, 


Richard Vincent, 

Daniel Cameron, 
ames Galbraith, 
oderick M Leod, 


. Walker, junior, John White Swift, 


James Dyer 
John Bell, 
Andrew M“Gill, 
Samuel Holmes, 
James Blake, 
James Noel, 
T. M Murray, 
Allan Paterſon, 
James Symington, 
Abram Holmes, 
—ͤ— Neagle, 

eter Arnoldi, 
Daniel Robertſon, 
Alex. Milmine, 


Thomas Fraſer, 


A. Porteous, 


hite, John Bondfield, 


William Callander, 
David Geddes, 
Samuel Morriſon, 
John Thomſon, 
Alexander Hay, 
James Doig, 
Joſeph Bindon, 
Andrew Hayes, 
George Singleton, 
John Stonhouſe, 
A Kay, 

. Saleſby Franks, 
J. Richardſon, jun. 
James Loach, 
Ezekiel Solomons, 

James 
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. Phill. Brickman, James Anderſon, Jean Bernard, 


not be attributed to any deſign on our part to diſturb þ 
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James Perry, John Comfort, Benaiah Gibb, 
. Beck, Adam Wentſel, 1 George Walk, 


Law. Ermatinger, Adam M*Farlain, ichae] Phillips, 
Simon M Taviſh, J. Vander Heyden, C. Dumoulin, 


J. Pullman, y Hinr, Gonnerman, Francois Dumouli 
James Frazer, John Hare, junior, Duncan Cumming 
G. Young, G.WrightK nowles William Haywood 
William Aſhby, Benj. Forbiſher, Robert M*Cay, 


Gavin Louric, William Murray, James Robinſon, 


Benjamin Holborn, John Trotter, Lazarus David, 

oſeph Borrel, Chriftopher Chron, P. Bouthillier, 
Jar? Connolly, William England, Richard Walker, 
John Durocker, Meſhach Leeng, Joſiah Bleakley, 


B. Janis, . Thomas Boyd, Aaron Hart, 

J. Joran, John Mittleberger, Levy Solomons, 
Jacob Maurer, S. Mittleberger, Alexander Fraſer, 
Simon Levy, Iſaac Judah, Malcolm Fraſer, 
Edward Chinn, Peter M*Farlane, J. M<*Cord, juni 
Richard M*Neall, James May, Henry Duan, * 


R. Cruickfhanks, Jacob Scieffelin, 


When the New-England reſtraining bil} had paſſedt 
Houſe of Lords, the committee of merchants of London 
puted three of their body, Meſſrs. Lane, Molleſon, 
Bridgen, to preſent the following petition to his Mae 
againſt it, 

To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 
The humble addreſs and petition of the merchants, traders, 6 
others of the city of London, concerned in the commerce of Not 

America. 

We your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the mt 
chants, traders, and others, concerned in the commerce 
North-America, beg leave to approach and humbly to lay? 
fore your Majeſty thoſe grievances, from the weight of wh 
we are obliged to ſeek refuge in your royal wiſdom and jul 
An application of this extraordinary nature, we hope 


Majeſty's government, but to our preſent uncommon {ui 
ings, the ſeverity of which is aggravated by the proſpec 
future calamities. 


* The petition to the Houſe of Lords (e page 133 of wol-! 
and to the Houſe of Commons (/z: page 479 of vol. I.) wete 1 
by the ſame perſons. | 
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We are conſtrained, with very deep concetn, to obſerve, 

at the miniſters of your Majeſty have, for ſome years paſt, 
li, opted a new mode of government, with regard to the colo- 
es; a mode which has created great diſquietude in the 
nds of your Majeſty's American ſubjects, and has been 
oductive of repeated interruptions of the valuable commerce 
ried on between this country and America. An evil of 
ch magnitude awakes us from that filence which we have 
therto obſerved, in confidence that your Majeſty's miniſters, 
ceiving the effects of this fatal innovation, would revert 
length to thoſe wiſe regulations by which the government 
the colonies had been ſucceſsfully adminiſtered. In the 
eaſures of late purſued, we have the unhappineſs to find 
t experience has been diſregarded ; and that the miſchiefs 
ſulting from this error, which by the application of ſeaſona- 
e and moderate remedies might have been prevented, have 
n ſuffered to grow to a degree of alarming inveteracy. 
he interruption of commerce, the diſtreſs of manufacturers, 
e diminution of your Majeſty's revenues, are miſchiefs 
ich are loſt in the contemplation of more diſaſtrous con- 
quences, the alienated affections of your Majeſty's ſubjects 
America, and the horrors of a civil war. 
If the ſubjects of your Majefty in North America have 
en led into any acts of extravagance, we confide in your 
lajeſty's juſtice to explain their preſent proceedings by that 
jalty which has diſtinguiſhed them upon former occaſions. 
our Majeſty will eſtimate their conduct by the integrity of 
der intentions; and if they have been betrayed by repeated 
wrocation, or exceſſive puniſhment, into any meaſures which 
j not be approved, your Majeſty will impute them to their 
e cauſe, and will make a juſt diſtinction between the tur- 
ence of a faction, and the eager contentions of a free peo- 
3 
Toenforce this ſyſtem of ſeverity towards the colonies, an 
d has been paſſed by both Houſes of Parliament, and is now 
ating your Majeſty's royal affent ; © to reſtrain the trade 
commerce of the province of Maſſachuſets Bay and New 
ampſhire, and colonjes of Connecticut and Rhode Iſland, 
Providence plantation in North America, to Great Bri- 
Wn, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt Indies; 
dd to prohibit ſuch provinces and colonies from carrying on 
Iy filbery on the banks of Newfoundland, &c.” 
Dy the operation of this act, many thouſands of your Ma- 
y's ſubjects in thoſe provinces, bereft of their occupation, 


Win vain deſirous of exerting their uſual induſtry, will 
either 
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either remain a burthen on the community, or ſuffer they 


minds already too much irritated, will be ſtill more inflamed 


that were not the caſe, they would undoubtedly effect it 
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ſelves to be hurried away by a ſpirit of enterprizing deſpair 
The loſs they will ſuſtain by the interruption of ſo valuable 
branch of their commerce, will be aggravated by the wa 
of proviſions which they derive from that ſource: The; 


and to their other cauſes of diſcontent will be added the 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible impulſe of famine. So forcible an in 
centive, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed that human nature c 
withſtand, The moſt moderate will at length give way 
the impatience of complaint; the moſt loyal will forget thei 
duty, in the ſevere conflict of obedience and neceſſity. 
We are ſenſible indeed, from the imperfect inftitution « 
human judicatures, that it is not poſſible in all caſes to dif 
criminate the innocent from the guilty. But no argument 
in our apprehenſion, can juſtify a mode of puniſhment th 
involves thouſands, who confeſſedly are not guilty of th 
offence for which it is inflicted ; a puniſhment that is not t 
be averted by the future deportment of the unfortunate perf 
who are the innocent victims of it, but which may beer 
tailed upon them for ever, by the preſevering reſiſtance of the 
neighbours. 

The impolicy of this act, we apprehend, will afford x 
argument no leſs was to induce your Majeſty to withol 
your aſſent from it. It muſt be admitted, it the Europen 
market could be ſupplied by the merchants of Great Brita 
or Ireland, that it cannot be ſupplied upon the ſame term 
and conſequently that it will create an opening for the Frenc 
to interfere and rival us in that beneficial commerce, N. 
can it be urged that they are prevented from ſo doing by tl 
limits to which their fiſhery is confined ; for it is not improbe 
ble but that they may take a ſufficient quantity of fiſh with 
their own limits to ER the European market ; and even 


other means. Whatever reliance may be placed in theo 
upon the inviſible lines drawn by treaty, as the boundari 
of the right of fiſhery, we are well acquainted by experienct 
how eaſily thoſe limits are eluded or tranſgreſſed. But if th 
22 branch of trade ſhould be once interrupted, it m 
as 2 river diverted from its courſe ; and will either lol 
itſelf entirely, or wander into new channels, from whence! 
human effort can recall it. k | 
We therefore moſt humbly pray your Majeſty to withho 
your. royal aſſent from an act, which is no leſs repugnant | 


good policy than juſtice, We acknowledge the many 15 
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ngs which we and our anceſtors have enjoyed under the 
inces of your Majeſty's illuſtrious houſe; and feeling an 
feigned ſatisfaction in the paternal regard which your Ma- 
has repeatedly expreſſed for the welfare and happineſs of 
jour ſubjects, with the greater confidence we intreat the 
ertion of that juſt and neceſſary prerogative, which the 
aſtitution has wiſely placed in your Majeſty's hands. Per- 
it us at the ſame time to expreſs our * that your Ma- 
y may temper with clemency thoſe rigorous meaſures with 
ich your American ſubjects are threatened, The benevo- 
ce of your Majeſty will inſpire you upon this occaſion with 
ecolleRtion of the high deſerts of the anceſtors of this un- 
tunate people; who flying from the houſe of bondage, and 
ded by the ſpirit of freedom and their own enlightened 
ſcience, traverſed the vaſt ocean, and encountered all the 
fils of a dreary wilderneſs, 
Your Majefty will contemplate likewiſe the extenſive be- 
hits gradually derived from their patient induſtry and per- 
erance ; and weighing the great commercial advantages 
t for many years have accrued to theſe kingdoms from the 
jerican colonies, and the dreadful conſequences of the diſ- 
ers which now diſtract them, will purſue ſuch lenient 
ſures as can alone reſtore true harmony, and promote the 
pineſs and proſperity of the Britiſh empire. 


he following petition of the People called Quakers, was 
preſented to his Majeſty, by four reſpectable perſons of 
Ir body. 
berge the Third, king of Great Britain and the deminions 
thereunto belonging. 
The addreſs and petition of the people called Quakers, 

May it pleaſe the King! 
atefully ſenſible of the protection and indulgence we 
under thy government, and with hearts full of anxious 

m for thy happineſs, and the proſperity of this great em- 
we beg leave to approach thy royal preſence, 
ompted by the affection we bear to our brethren and fel- 
ſubjects; impreſſed with an apprehenſion of calamities 
dich the whole Britiſh empire may be involved; and 
d by an ardent deſire to promote thy royal intention of 
ung a happy reconciliation with thy people in America, 
beſeech thy gracious regard to our petition. 
um the intercourſe ſubſiſting between us and our brethren 
a, for the advancement of piety and virtue, we are per- 
there are not in thy extenſive dominions, ſubjects - 
wi and more zealouſly attached to thy royal perſon, 
or, a 


a | thy 


— 
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we 
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thy family, and government, than in the provinces of Amy 
rica, and amongſt all religious denominations. 

We preſume not to juſtify the exceſſes committed, nor y 
enquire into the cauſes which may have produced them, hy 
influenced by the principles of that religion which proclaig 
peace on earth and good will to men, we humbly beſeec 
thee to ſtay the {word ; that means may be tried to est 
without bloodſhed, and all the evils of inteſtine war, 2 fin 
and laſting union with our fellow ſubjects in America, 

Great and arduous as the taſk may appear, we truſt n 
may be found in this countty, and in America, who, pre 
perly authorized, would, with a zeal and ardour becom 
an object ſo important, endeavour to compoſe the preſent d 
ferences, and eſtabliſh a happy and permanent reconciliatis 
on that firm foundation, the reciprocal intereſt of each 
of the Britiſh empire. 

That the Almighty, by whom kings reign, and princes d 
cree juſtice, may make thee the happy inſtrument of per 
tuating harmony and concord through the ſeveral parts of f 
extenſive dominions ; that thy clemency and magnanini 
may be admired in future generations, and a long ſucceſſy 
of thy deſcendants fill, with honour to themſelves, and ha 
pine ſs to a grateful people, the throne of their anceſtors, 
the fervent prayer of thy faithful ſubjects. 


The Addreſs, remonſtrance and ' petition of the city 

London, to the King, April 10, 1775. 
To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 
The humble addreſs, remonſtrance, and petition of the 

Mayor, aldermen, and livery of the city of London, in a 
mon hall aſſembled. 

We your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Mayor, aldermen, and livery of the city of London, | 
leave to approach the throne, and to declare our abhorre 
of the meaſures which have been purſued, and are now p 
ſuing, to the oppreſſion of our fellow ſubjects in Ameri 
Theſe meafures are big with all the conſequences which e 
alarm a free and commercial people. A deep and pert 
fatal wound to commerce; the ruin of manufactures; 
diminution of the revenue, and conſequent increaſe of tan 
the alienation of the colonies ; and the blood of your Majel 
__— ; 

ut your petitioners look with leſs horror at the co 
quences, than at the purpoſe of thoſe meaſures. Not 
ceived by the ſpecious artifice of calling deſpotiſm, dign 
they plainly perceive, that the real purpoſe is, to eſtad 
arbitrary power over all America, | 
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Your petitioners conceive the liberties of the whole fo be 
pevitably connected with thoſe of every part of an empire 
zunded on the common rights of mankind. They cannot 
erefore obſerve, without the greateſt concern and alarm, 
e conſtitution fundamentally violated in any part of your 
jeſty's dominions. wi eſteem it an eſſential, unaltera- 
e principle of liberty, the ſource and fecurity of all conſtitu- 
anal rights - that no part of the dominion can be taxed with- 
t being repreſented. Upon this great leading principle, 
ey moſt ardently wiſh to ſee their fellow ſubjects in America 
cured in what their humble petition to your Majeſty prays 
, peace, liberty, and ſafety, Subordination in commerce, 
(der which the colonies have always chearfully acquieſced, 
they conceive, all that this country ought in juſtice to re- 
re, From this ſubordination ſuch advantages flow, by all 
profits of their commerce centering here, as fully com- 
fate this nation for the expence incurred, to which they 
0 contribute in men and money for their defence and pro- 
lion during a general war; and in their provincial wars 
have manifeſted their readineſs and reſolution to defend 
emſelves. To require more of them would, for this rea- 
„ derogate from the juſtice and magnanimity which have 
hitherto the pride and character of this country, 

lt is therefore with the deepeſt concern, that we have ſeen 
ſacred ſecurity of repreſentation in their aſſemblies wreſted 
m them, the trial by jury aboliſhed, and the odious powers 
exciſe extended to all caſes of revenue; the ſanctuary of 
Ir houſes laid open to violation at the will and pleaſure of 
officer and ſervant in the cuſtoms ; the diſpenſation of 
ice corrupted, by rendering their judges dependent for 
r ſeats and ſalaries on the will of the crown ; liberty and 
rendered precarious by ſubjecting them to be dragged over 
ocean, and tried for treaſon or felony here ; where the di- 
ce, making it impoſſible for the moſt guiltleſs to maintain 
innocence, muſt deliver him up a victim to miniſterial ven- 
ace ; ſoldiers and others in America have been inſtigated to 
the blood of the people, by eſtabliſhing a mode of trial 
ich holds out impunity for ſuch murder. The capital of 
England has been puniſhed with unexampled rigour, un- 
4 and unheard, involving the innocent and the ſuſpected in 
common and inhuman calamity ; chartered rights have 
i taken away, without any forfeiture proved, in order to 
me the people of | every legal exertion againſt the 
any of their rulers—the habeas corpus act, and trial 
Jury, have been ſuppreſſed ; and nch deſpotic go- 
ment, with the Roman Catholic religion, have been 


liſhed by law, over an extenſive part of your Ma- 
| Aa 2 jeſty's 


x (a 
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jeſty's dominions in America; dutiful petitions for reef 
of thoſe grieyances, from all your Majeſty's American (4 
jets have been fruitleſs, 

Io fill up the meaſures of theſe opreſſiions, an army | 
been ſent to enforce them. 

Superadded to this, meaſures are now planned upon thy 
moſt mercileſs policy of ſtarving our fellow ſubjects into 
total ſurrender of their liberties, and an unlimited ſubmiſ 
ſion to arbitrary government. 

Theſe grievances have driven your -Majeſty's faithfy 
ſubjects to deſpair, and compelled them to have recourſ 
to that reſiſtance which is juſtiſied by the great princigl 
of the conſtitution, actuated by which, at the glorious pe 
riod of the revolution, our anceſtors transferred the imp 
rial crown of theſe realms from the Popiſh and tyrannj 
race of the Stuarts, to the illuſtrious and Proteſtant Hou 
of Brunſwick. 

Your petitioners are perſuaded, that theſe meaſures origi 
nate in the ſecret advice of men who are enemies equal 
to your Majeſty's title and to the liberties of your peoplc 
That your Majeſty's miniſters carry them into executic 
by the ſame fatal corruption which has enabled them t 
wound the peace and violate the conſtitution of this cou 
try—thus they poiſon the fountain of public ſecurity, an 
render that body which ſhould be the guardian of libert 
2 formidable inſtrument of arbitrary power. 

Your petitioners do therefore moſt earneſtly beſcech yo! 
Majeſty to diſmiſs immediately, and for ever, from yc 
councils, thoſe miniſters and adviſers, as the fuſt fi 
towards a full redreſs of thoſe grievances which alarm 
aMict your whole people. 80 ſhall peace and commerce! 
reftored, and the confidence and affection of all 50 
Majeſty's ſubjects be the ſolid ſupporters of your throne 

| King's anſwer. 

It is with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment that I find any of « 
ſubjects capable of encouraging the rebellious diſpokiti 
which unhappily exiſts in ſome of my colonies in No 
America, - | 

Having entire confidence in the wiſdom of my Pari 
ment, the great council of the nation, I will ſteadily pu 
ſue thoſe meaſures which they have recommended tor 
ſupport of the conſtitutional rights of Great Britain, 
the protection of the commercial intereſts of my Kingden 
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„ 
Of the moſt material ACTS paſſed in this Seſſion. 


N att to allow the importation of Indian corn. 
— for duty on malt, cyder, &c, 

land tax 3s. 

for regulation of marines on ſhore, 

————to repeal an act preventing the exportation of 
wool cards. 

—— — to puniſh mutiny and defertion. 

for the importation of Iriſh proviſions and potatoes. 

for pay and cloathing the militia, 

————to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the provin- 
ces of Maflachuſet's Bay and New Hampſhire, 
and colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Iſland, 
and Providence Plantation in North America, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands in 
the Weſt Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provin- 
ces and colonies from carrying on any fiſhery on 
the banks of Newfoundland, or ather places there- 
in mentioned, under certain conditions and li- 

_ mitations, | 

———— to enable the commiſſioners to charge further tax- 
es for draining Bedford Level. 

— for the relief and employment of the poor in 
Norfolk. | | 

to explain an act for preventing combinatians and 
abuſes in journeymen dyers, &c, &c, &c, 

—— co puniſh mutiny and deſertion in America, 

to indemnify perſons omitting to qualify, 

———-to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the colo- 

nies of New Jerſey, Penſylvania, Maryland, Vir- 

gini2, and South Carolina, to Great Britain, 
reland, and the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt In- 
dies, Er — conditions and limitations. 

for relief and employment of the poor in Mary- 

bone, Middleſex. 2 | mY * 

— for building offices in Lincolns Inn. 

for building a_ county gaol at Hertford, 

m——— for apointing commiſhoners of land tax. 

or admeaſuring waggons uſed in loading coals | 
on board ſhips, | 

An 
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An act for reviving an act relative to the Mac Gregoy 
of Scotland, 

for giving fees to an officer to ſtamp weights ſo 
gold. 

o repeal an act againſt erecting cottages. 

— for ſettling Buckingham Houſe with the appus 
tenances upon the Queen, in caſe the ſhall ſur 
vive his Majeſty, in lieu of his Majeſty's pa 
lace of Somerſet Houſe ; ſelling Ely Houſe i; 
Holbourn, and applying the money in building 
public offices in Somerſet Houle, and embankin 
the Thames within the bounds of the Savoy, 

for lowering the duties on rape ſeed, 

for the importation of goat ſkins. 

not to iſſue a new writ of election for Shaf 

teſbury. | 

8 charge imported painted earthen ware with 

uty. 


oo raiſe a ſum of money by exchequer dills. 


| ER. 
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to enable juſtices of the peace to adminiſter oath¶ ca 
for a lottery, 
for granting a ſum of money out of the ſinkiq n; 
fund. Ito 


— to continue an act obliging the Eaſt India co 
. pany to export a certain value of the manufac 
tures of Great Britain. 
or cloathing the troops in Ireland and granti 
a bounty on flax ſeed imported into Ireland. 
or licenſing a play houſe at Mancheſter. 
alle duty in Scotland. amn 
— to reſtrain promiſſary notes of ſmall ſums. 
for the univerſities of England, Scotland, 
the colleges of Weſtminſter, Eaton, and W. 
_ to hold in perpetuity their copy right 
ks. C 
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Memorial of the Count de Guines, the French Ambaſſador to 
the Court of London; again/t Meſſieurs Tort and Roger, 
formerly his Secretaries, and againſt Mr. Delpech. 


[Tranſlated from the Paris Copy.) 


JHAVE put one of my ſecretaries into the hands of the 
government; and, I have accuſed him of ſeveral prevari- 
cauons in the exerciſe of the functions of his office. 

By a concerted recrimination, he accuſes me of litigation ; 
he accuſes me of having ordered him to ſtock-job in the 
public funds of England, vn my account ; of having after- 
wards, in order to evade the payment of his loſſes, obiiged 
him to abſcond ; alfo very ſoon after this, of having cauſed 
him to be impriſoned, aud at the ſame time, defaming 
his character. | 

What a degree of meanneſs is contained in the iniquity he 
hys to my charge! Is there a man, amongſt my numerous 
acquaintance, who thinks me capable of it? And will thoſe, 
who only know me by the high ſtation with which I am ho- 
noured, believe, that I could ſo debaſe the character of an 
ambaſſador ? 

To deſtroy ſuch an imputation, I might have contented 
myſelf with denying it, and I could have done it with ſafe- 
ty; for it has no other ſupport, but the aſſertion of the 
xcuſer, repeated by his witneſſes, from his own mouth, 
and on his credit only. 

But, how juſtifiable ſoever ſuch a defence might be, it 
| would not ſuffice for me; I muſt have another, at once more 
) tonourable and more ſatis factory. I will prove, that the 
cuſation of Tort, is falſe; I will do more; I will prove 
tat it cannot be true. It is a cruel ſituation for a miniſter, 
to be obliged to enter into theſe diſcuſſions with one of his 
ſubalterns 3 but nothing can be humiliating which is in the 
curſe of law. I have even ſought in it, a ſure ſupport 
wainſt intrigue and calimny, and I ſhall find in it, the 
means of confounding both. "0 

B PART 
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— ANTI I. 
EAC E or War form the thermometer of the value of 
the Engliſh funds. If there is a probability of war, 
the funds fall; if there is a proſpect of peace, they riſe, 
T heſe ſudden variations are nearly the ſame as we have ex- 
gerienced in the actions of the French Eaſt-India company. 
Gaming is carried on in the funds of England, by pur- 
chafing cr ſelling ſtock fiftitiouſly, to be delivered at a time 
agreed on: if, after this fictitious contract, made at the in- 
ſtant when war is apprehended, there ariſes an appearance of 
peace againſt the time of ſettling, the effect will be, a riſe; in 
tt.e contrary caſe, a fall; and the difference muſt be paid ac- 
cordingly. 
When a jobber has ſpeculated wrong, or that any im- 
portFat event ſupervenes, which changes the'probabilitie: 
fore in his favour, he may repair the evil, by covering 
the operation; that is to ſay, by jobbing on the other fide, 
with thoſe who are ignorant of this eyent, and canſequent]y 
of the riſk they run. 
This ſtock-jobbing is prohibited by the laws of England, 
and therefore no legal proceſs can be carried on for the reco- 
very of the debts that may reſult from it, Jt is with this 
game, as with all others; it is founded on the reciprocal parole 
of the gameſters. It is not diſhonorable, when it takes place 
between two perſons who play only upon the ground of 
their reſpective conjectures; but it becomes culpable, when 
a jobber, informed of an event calculated to operate a riſe or 
fall of the funds, avails himſelf of the advantage which the 
knowledge of this event gives him, over thoſe who are igno- 
rant of it, This fraud reſembles that of a merchant in- 
ſuring a ſhip, which he knows, at the time, has' periſhed, 
After this explanation, it is evident, how very contempti- 
ble an ambaſſador muſt render himſelf, if, informed of the 
ſecrcts of his court, he ſhould permit himſelf to job in the 
funds, upon this certainty : he would wound eſſentially, the 
principles of honour he would diſcover, by his ſpecula- 
tions, the defigns of which he was the depoſitary. Such an 
ambaſſador would at once betray the public cauſe, and the 
confidence of his ſovereign. x 
It is fill more evident, what muſt be the crime of one 0! 
his ſecretaries, who, making a bad uſe of the knowledge he 
has of the diſpatches, to game with advantage, ſhould like- 
wiſe endeavour to perfuade others, in order to gain 0 
| MD 3 0 


( 31] ; 
for hiniſelf, that he games in the funds, by the conſent, 


and for the account, of his maſter, . ; 
To theſe preliminary eclairciſlements on ſtock-jobbing, it 
, neceſſary to add ſome explanation of the political 
wents which, from the month of January 1771; to the 20th 
of April following (tbe æra of this affair) occaſioned con- 

ſderable variations in the Engliſh funds; ſuch as, till then; 
had rarely happened. ; 

A very ſerious difficulty had ariſen, towards the cloſe of 
the year 1770, between Spain and England, with reſpect to 
Falkland Iſlands. Theſe two powers had armed; France 
had a part in it, as the ally of Spain; and negociations were 
ſet on foot on all ſides, to prevent a war which none of the 
three courts deſired. 

On the 22d of January 1771, the Prince de Maſſerano, 
the Spaniſh ambaſſador, ſettled, with the miniſters of his 
Britannic Majeſty, the eſſential point of this negociation, 
the deciſion of which reſtored to England the poſſeſſion of 
Falkland Iflands. | | 

The ratification of the court of Madrid, was only want- 
ing ; it arrived the end of February. From this moment, the 
peace ſeemed to be aſſured ; ſince this agreement of the three 
powers, upon the eſſential point, demonſtrated their pacific 
VIEWS; 7 7 63:0 

But it was 2 in order to ſtifle every ſeed of diſ- 
pute, to agree to diſarm reſpectively; and that Spain, 
who perhaps would have wiſhed for a reciprocal abandon« 
ment of Falkland Iſlands, ſhould rely (for the future eva- 
tuation of theſe iſlands by England, TE to reſume poſſeſ. 
fon of them) on the little intereſt that power would have to 
prefer ve them. 2 44 

It was theſe two laſt articles of the negociation, which, 
vewed in different lights, occaſioned immenſe ſpeculations 
on the exchange of London, | | 

It is eaſily conceived, however, that ſince the courts of 
Verſailles, Madrid, and London, equally. wiſhed for peace, 
theſe ſame axticles, purely acceſſary to that which had been 
zqjuſted on the 22d of January, could not preſent any real 
doubt of it; except to thoſe who were ignorant of the true 
intentions of the three coutts. | : 

At the cloſe of the year 1767, I took the ſaid Tort into 
by ſervice, in quality of ſecretary, on the recommendation 
of ſeveral perſons who intereſted themſelves -in his behalf, 
and whom he then deceived, as he has fince deceived me. 
| was ſeduced at firſt, by the proofs of zeal and fidelity be 

2 | 


gave 


(4] 


gave me; and I thoughtT had attached to myſelf, inviolably, 
a man worthy'of my confidence. A year after, I was ſent 
to Berlin, in the character of the King's minifter to that 
court. Mr. Tort having diſplayed abilities ſuited to his 
Ration, I employed him in my cabinet. 

In the month of July 1770, I was appointed ambaſſador 
to the court of London. 

Sometime before my departure, Tort introduced into my 
houſe, Mr. Delpech, under the pretext of affiſting him in the 
buſineis committed to his charge. 

- Tort and Delpech did not wait till their arrival in Eng- 
land for the diſcloſure of their deſigns. A letter, written 
by Delpech from Paris, to a teacher of the French language 
S London, dated November 23, 1770, - clearly announces 

em. 

Mr. Tort will have told you how much reaſon I have 
to praiſe his Excellency, who is very certain, that we do 
butineſs at London, and who ſhuts his eyes. This is the 
laſt ſtroke of this kind “ perhaps, that we ſhall be able to 
perform at London; but which will furniſh us the means of 
carrying on another, of a different nature, and of greater 
conlequenee.”” | 

The latter end of November 1770, I ſet out for London, 
with Mr. de Monyal, lieutenant colonel of the regiment of 
Navarre. | 1 ; " 
I took with me Mr. Tort, whom I had made my firſt ſe- 
cretary, as he was the ſenior in my ſervice. 

Tort had under him, Mr. Roger, who had been recom- 
mended to me, by perſons for whom I have an equal reſpe& 
and attachment. I alſo lodged in my houſe, Mr. Vachon, 
who, coming to paſs ſome time in England, had aſked that 
favour of me. I | 
Upon my arrival at London, I placed a more ample con- 
fidence in my firſt ſecretary ; as it was neceſſary, in fo large 
a houſhold as mine, to have fome one perſon on whom [ 
could abſolutely rely. I ad a right to believe, that the per- 
fon to whom L had ſhewn the greateſt favour, would, on this 
very account, be the moſt devoted to my intereſt ; I there- 
fore principally: relied on him, to take care to ſupport that 
decency and good order which becomes the character of in 
_ ambaſſador; and I enjoined him, to inform me of every 

event that ſhould happen, in this reſpect, contrary to my 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Toft made a oy bad uſe of the confidonte I 
placed in him; but for a long time, he prevented my diſ- 
covering his infidelity; Since the proceſs has been eom- 
menced, I have found out new inſtances of it every day; 
but I will not enumerate them in this piece; the detail 
would be too long; and the moſt eſſential points will ne- 
ceſlatily be produced in the courſe of the proceedings. 
Let it ſufhce then to lay before the public, that Mr. Tort 
began by engaging the language-maſter, before mentioned, 
to quit an employment be had at London, in order to place 
him at the head of a ſmuggling ſcherhe ; he bribed the per- 
ſon belonging to my houſhold, whoſe bufineſs it was to clear 
my effects at the Cuſtom-Houſe ; and he made uſe of my 
name to favour a contraband trade, of all others, a practice 
which moſt degrades the character of an ambaſſador. Among 
other circumſtances, I had dictated to Tort a letter, for the 
delivery of three caſes belonging to me; with the aſſiſtance 
of this letter, he undertook to paſs four other caſes for him- 
ſelf; but as this was likely to be attended with ſome dif- 
tculty, Mr, Delpech reproached him for not having writ- 
ten in the letter, ſeven caſes, inſtead of three. Tort replied, 
« ] would willingly 'have done it, if I had not apprehended that 
the Count would have read the letter himſelf.” The ſeven caſes 
however were paſſed. Thus the manœurres announced in 
Delpech's letter were executed ; but as, according to the ſame 
ktter, they were only to be the preliminaries to a greater 
enterpriſe, Tort in reality commenced it, and very foon 
devoted himſelf — rs One 'of his tnaxims, as fe- 
feral witneſſes: have depoſed, who heard him frequently re- 
0, beat it, was, that perſons were placed in the 7 — of great 
hat WH ner, only to make their fortunes at any rate. He looked upon 
fock-jobbing as a proper channel to conduct him to this 
on- fortune, the object of all his wifhes. And as ſoon ab he 
ge nns arrived at London, he embarked in it. | 2 
n At firſt, he introduced himfelf to a woman, the wife or 
per- ridow of a ſecretary to ſome city in Flanders, who went by 
this WWW te title of Coutiteſs of Moriencourt, and lived at London, 
n 2 cloſe connection with Salvadore the Jew, who was 
iewiſe connected with feveral ftock-jobbers. " 
Mr. Fort preſented Hirhſelf to them, as a man whofe affi- 
nee would be very uſeful to them. In fact, it is eaftly 
onceived, that the game of jobbing depends ſo intimately on 
. — 3 political affairs, that whoever 
reputed to his knowiedge, may impoſe greatly on 
* public, and be much ſought er. . He — an Lr 
= to 
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(6] 
to his 'affociates, to communicate to them the contents of 
my difpatches, which he knew at that time, and according ty 
which they could eaſily regulate their operations. He eve 
inſinuated that I ſaw every thing, without pretending to 
ſee ; that I ſhut my eyes, as it is expreſſed in Delpech's let- 
ter. o ' > 
It was by theſe meaſures that, joining in the intrigues of 


Madame Moriencourt and Salvadore the Jew, he tranſacted 


| buſineſs with this Jew; with the houſe of Herzuello and 


dhe ſecretary of the embaſſy ; and thinking himſelf, by his intereſt, 
. already in poſſeſſion of the ſecrets of my cabinet, went fo far as ti 
. propoſe, in the firft tranſports of his gratitude, to allow hin 


ing him with any loſes. Not content with this third p. 
_ of the profits, which on one particular day produced him 
- 70,000 livres, Tort perſuaded Mr. Morphy that he ought 


them, which determined him to make me a preſent of 5od 


7 
- 


_-nuate, that I was acquainted with and favoured his jobbing 
be now went further, he aſſured them that I partook of ti 


* 


-Morpby 3 with Meſſrs. Bourdieu and Chollet ; with Mr, 
Theluſo 


nauld and 2 A capital of 18,000 livres, which he 
. pretended to 


upon himſelf, by his connection with the ambaſſador 


n, and 1 know not who. | 
Beſides all theſe * merchants, he endeavoured alſo to 
draw in three French merchants, Mefirs. Beaumont, Dar- 


ave, was to be brought into partnerſhip; be 
was always to give them ſafe and certain advices and direc- 
tions, and for every ſuch direction or advice, he was to receive 
500 louis d'or. Theſe merchants liſtened to his diſhoneſt 
ſcheme ; but no doubt they were ſhocked at it, for they did 
not adopt it. | | 

His ſucceſs, on the contrary, was rapid with Mr. Morphy, 
who convinced by the air of authority with which Tort ad- 
dreſſed him, that he was not ſimply my private ſecretary, but 


one third of the profis of his jobbing accounts, without charg- 


to make me an acknowledgment for the favour J had dont 


ſterling ; a preſent which, as it may well be imagined, pa 
ſed through the hands of Tort, and remained with him. 
Meſſrs. Bourdieu and Chollet were more difficult to gal 
over ; and then it was, that to conquer them, as it ſhow 
ſeem, he conceived the idea of making uſe of my name witi 
out reſerve. To the infidelity of propoſing the communi 
cation of my diſpatches, he had added the artifice to in 


profits, and had the baſeneſs to paſs for my agent. | 
From this time, Mr, Bourdieu in — = i lookil 


France, as initiated in all his political ſecrets, 9 
oudt 


SE 


loubted of the ſuperior advantage with which he ſhould make 
his ſpeculations in the funds; and he already flattered him- 
elf, that he ſhould indemnify himſelf, by the immenſe gains 
he ſhould make on the Exchange of Londen, [rather in Change 
Alley] for the loſſes he ſhould ſuſtain upon his affairs with 
the government of France, in cafe, a war ſhould break out 
between the three powers. 

It muſt be remembered, that as no action at law can be 
maintained for the debts accruing from the fictitious con- 
tracts of buying and felling, which ſorm the buſineſs of 
lock jobbing, thoſe who engage in it are obliged to be ſo 
nuch the more cautious with whom they are connected, 
2s they have no other ſecurity for the payment of the loſſes, 
differences] but the honeſty of thoſe with whom they 
ume; ſo that a prudent man commences by being well in- 
formed who he is playing with, and whether he is to be 
truſted on his word, | 

None of the perſons to whom Tort inſinuated that he 
ated for me, ever ſpoke to me, or cauſed me to be ſpoken to, 
nor endeavoured to obtain from me the lighteſt aſſurance 
of it, by ** of 3 or e blinded by their 
tupidity, and by the hopes of playing at a certainty, th 
RAP creed all 1 fables he welded to them. * 

What ſprings did not this unfaithful ſecretary ſet in mo- 
ton !—=What ſtratagems, what tricks did he not put in 
praQtice, to give them credit | 

One day, bo ſhewed Mr. Bourdieu a note, containing queſ- 
tons relative, as he ſaid, to ſtock-jobbing ; and he aſſured 
bm it was of my writing; at the ſame time, he took care 
not to ſhew him my ſignature at the bottom of any pu- 
dic inſtrument or letter, though he had ſych at his diſpo- 
x, Mr. Bourdieu thought it his duty to anſwer this note, 
nd he dictated to Mr. Tort a reply, who in conſequence 
a the part he intended to act, took care to write jt before 


At other times, he brought ſome Engliſh bankers into 
ws chamber; and as he had the liberty of entering my apart- 
dent without being ſent for, be never returned to his own, 
mthout putting a conſtruction favourable to his views, up- 
u the ſimple tranfactions on my part. Sometimes he went 
b far as to propoſe that one of them ſhould go in and ſpeak 
dme; but it is not to be doubted that he had always ex- 
fuſes ready to put off thoſe conferences, feigning at the ſame 
me to defire them, N 1 

; n 
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In the mean time what part did Meſſrs. Rogers and Vachon 
take? The difficulty Tort would have found in executing 
his projects, without giving them ſuſpicions, and the defire 
of giving additional weight to his impoſtures, determined 
him to repoſe a- pretended confidence in them, and even to 
make them ſerviceable to his deſigns with the Engliſh mer- 
chants ; but he enjoined them not to mention it to me; aſ- 
ſuring them, that if they did, they would run the riſque of 
diſpleaſing me for ever. Could they believe him, or did they 
only feign to believe him? This, their future conduct in 
this affair will diſcover : but even ſuch as think moſt fa. 
vourably with reſpect to them, muſt, at leaſt, declare them 
to be very reprehenſible, for not having once given me no- 
tice, in the courſe of four months, of the ſcandalous tranſ- 
actions carrying on in my houſe, of which they were wit- 
neſſes, and very often inſtruments and co-operators. | 
I was thus furrounded with all theſe prevarications, and 
far from having any idea of them ; when an anonymous let- 
ter, received by the Prince de Maſſerano, in March, 1771, 
deranged the enterpriſes of Mr, Tort. The Prince was in- 
formed that his ſecretaries, and Mr. Tort, ſecretary to the WW yh; 
French ambaſſador, gamed in the public funds. The Prince 
de Maſſerano imparted this letter to me. An anonymous whe 
writing was not ſufficient to deprive a man of his ſtation; pb 
but it was ſufficient to engage us to have a {ſtrict eye over 
their conduct; which we had, and this was all we ought toll 
have done; for in the courle of à very important negoci 
tion, on which the repoſe of Europe depended, ought were; 
by diſcharging our ſecretaries, upon bare ſuſpicions, to have 
expoſed to their indiſcretion, cupidity, or reſentment, Ute d 
ſecret and the ſucceſs of our operations? This ſtep wou em 
have been highly unjuſt with reſpect to the ſecretaries of tn F 
Prince de Maſſerano, as the imputation contained in the an con 
nymous letter was falſe, ſo far as it © e them. Dit 
mulation then became a neceſſary duty for me; I could on 
keep a ſtrict eye, and withdraw my confidence by degrees 
even without ſuffering it to be perceived.“ | 
Agreeable to this, it will appear that after the communal th. 
cation made to me of the anonymous letter, Tort no long 'oger 


regiſtered the intere/ting diſpatches, that he no longer ]] I Aba, 
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. . The Prince de Maſſerano has authorized me, with the co 
ſent of his court, to mention him, with reſpe& to the ſadts I bu 
here ſtated. 
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for knew any thing of importance; and the abſurd manner 
in which he conducted his jobbing concerns, the latter end 
of March, and during the month of April, while it proves 
that he was ignorant of the affairs of the three courts, proves 
ilſo that his operations could not be on my account. 
Before this time, Mr. Tort had made conſiderable gains, 
ind ſometimes he had ſuffered loſſes, notwithſtanding the 
ifſftance he drew from my diſpatches ; this happened when 
events ſtill remaining doubtful, left an open field for his 
conjectures, which might be more or leſs juſt : but when 
once theſe events were decided, 'when my correſpondence 
contained poſitive advices that they were ſo, he would have 
proceeded upon ſure grounds ; if he had continued to read 
them, his ſucceſs would have been infalliable, and conſe- 
quently my own, had I had any part in the game he was 
laying. 
On the contrary, what happened ? Deprived of all light at 
the moſt eſſential time, Tort reſembled a wandring traveller, 
in a dark night, he loſt his way. Roger, Vachon and 
himſelf threw 1 in the beſt manner they could, the hints 
which Tort could collect, and, as it might naturally be ex- 
rected, they put a wrong conſtruction upon them. From 
whence it happened, that they played on the wrong fide : 
pbding for the /all of the funds, when they ſhould have jobbed 
or the riſe + they played at war, when they ſhould have pla 
* peace, ® and continuing ignorant of their error, they 
plunged themſelves deeper — deeper into the abyſs they had 
fepared for themſelves. 
In order to continue and ſupport their game, againſt even 
te doubts of the Engliſh bankers, who ſaw clearer than 
temſelves, they accumulated infidelities upon infidelities. 
Vn Friday, April 5, 1771, wanting to determine Mr. Chollet 
zo continue his ſpeculations for war, which he ftrongly op- 
ned, they had the preſumption to make an improper uſe of 
prece I annexed to my diſpatch of that day, which my ſe- 
rtary of the embaſſy had entruſted to Mr. * to be co- 


* 
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ed fair. By the communication of this piece to Mr. Chollet, 
nun the permiſſion they gave him to tranſcribe it, Tort and 
002 Pr have committed treaſon. 


About the x2th of April, Tort began to grow uneaſy ; his 
porance of my diſpatches, and the opinion of the Engliſh 


ters who wanted to play for peace, increaſed it, He would 
2 have 


— 
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t They were BzAzs, when they mould have been Bulls, | | 
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have covered his operations, but he had already loſt two they. 
and guineas, and theſe he muſt have paid, in order to change 
- tides ; beſides he apprehended no doubt that ſuch a variation 
in his ſpeculations would create miſtruſt on the part of the 
bankers; he therefore ſaw no other reſource but in the de. 
ſperate meaſure of riſking all, by continuing to play for war, 
itated nevertheleſs by his preſages, he now gave Meſſrs, 
Vachon and Roger to underſtand, (which will be proved on 
e trial) that he ſhould be obliged to abſcond, becauſe [ 
ould loſe, and ſhould not be able to pay my debts. He 
took care alſo, to aſk my leave, at the end of the week we 
were then in, to paſs a few days in the country, with ſome 
merchants his friends. 
_ His preſages were ſoon realized. On the 19th of April he 
knew from the public voice, thoſe events, of which, it wil 
be proved at the end of this memoir, I had certain intelli. 
nce ſeveral days before, in the diſpatches concealed from 
um. The funds roſe conſiderably ; and on Saturday the 20th, 
he fled from London, after having ſaid, a few minutes be- 
fore his departure, to Mr, de Monval, and Mr. Capel, my 
ſurgeon, that he was going into the country: this is one of 
the reaſons, without doubt, which have determined him to 
make Mr. de Monval a party in this affair, that his evidence 
may be null, on the moſt eſſential points of the trial. 
] On Sunday the 21ſt, I was drefling myſelf to go to court, 
when, about eleven in the morning, Madame Moriencourt, 
whom I had never ſeen, having deſired to (; to me, was Will © 
introduced into my apartment, Mr. de Monyal being with me. 

She opened the converſation by aſking me, with great emotion, the 
if I knew where Mr. Tort was, upon whofe account, ſhe ſaid, ſoo 
he was in great pain. I anſwered her, that I believed he was K 
in the country, and that apparently he would return in the a 
evening, or the next day. | 75 a 
Madame Moriencourt appeared to be in great trouble, and 

told me, without doubt I muſt know, that Mr. Salvadore, 
had jebbed for me in the funds, by order of Mr. Tort, for 
conſiderable ſums. Aſtoniſhed and exaſperated at this effron- 
tery, I anſwered this woman, as I ought, with ſome warmth, 
She then aſſured me that Tort muſt be gone off; ſhe enteret 
into a detail of the odious means he had made uſe of to gain 


her confidence; ſhe added, that Mr. Vachon was at her houſe $4 
in tears, and durſt not appear before me. Afterwards ſhe en * 
deayoured to make me ſenſible that this affair would prove 


dreadful ſcandal, highly diſagreeable to me; that if J pleaſed 
it migirt be eaſtiy ſmothiered, even without money; and * 


- 
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ſhe would furniſh me the means of bringing it about, 
] opened the door of my cabinet, and I told Madame Mo- 
rieacourt, dimiſſing her at the ſame time, that if Tort had 
deceived her, I was ſorry for it, that I would not pay his debts; 
but that I ſhould know how to recover him, and that I would 
give him up to her dead or alive. | | 

then enquired what was become of him; and I learnt 
that he went out the preceding evening, with Marechal, a do- 
meftic belonging to the ſecretary's office, and that neither of 
them had returned. Finding that he had taken this man 
with him, who was perſonally devoted to his ſervice, I 
thought, and I had reaſon to think, he was really gone into 
the country, It was now time to go to court. As ſoon as [ 
returned, I loſt no time, in procuring further explanations 
from my houſhold. I ſent for Meſſrs. Roger and Vachon. 
bey confeſſed, that Tort had given them to underſtand, that 
| gamed in the funds; and that they were informed, that he 
employed for this purpoſe, not only Mr. Salvadore, but 
Mr, Bourdieu, an Engliſh merchant, whom I did not know, 
eren by fight. I reproved them in the ſtrongeſt terms for 
their conduct, for their participation of Tort's underhand 
dealings, and their concealment of them. They excuſed 
themſelves by ſaying, that being ſubordinate to a man who 
enjoyed my entire confidence, they had thought it their duty 
to be ſilent, and acknowledged that he had gained them 
oer to it, by promiſes of rewards. 

They aue me alſo, that he had deceived them by con- 
caling his departure; and Mr. Vachon added, that he had 
oft money by his ſpeculations. I have fince diſcharged both 
the one and the other. I forbad Mr. Vachon my preſence, as 
ſoon as I diſcovered his connections with Tort ; and I turned 
way Roger immediately, on diſcovering by the proceſs, that 
le was guilty of infidelity ; and that conjointly with Vachon 
de was In intelligence with Fort concerning his flight, which 
— pretended to be ignorant of, as well to me as to his 

tors. | 

It was not till towards ſeven in the evening, that J heard of 
Tort, by one of my couriers who returned from Calais, and 
ud met him. A few minutes after, Marechal arrived, and 
ought me a letter from him, in which he wrote me, that 
bme unforeſeen affairs of conſequence having forced him to 
v to France, and to ſet out precipitately, he had the honour 
v inform me of it. Marechal was the bearer likewiſe of a 
Miter to Vachon, which I opened, but found nothing in it 


lat tended to any charge againſt Vachon. 
BS - 44 C2 I made 
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. I made up my diſpatches, and the ſame evening my couriers 
ſet off. I gave the neceſſary orders at Calais, for the frontier, 
of Flanders and Holland; and 1 gave an account of all that 
happened to the Duke de Vrilliere charged ad interim with 
the department of foreign affairs; I imparted the meaſures | 
had taken to the Engliſh miniſtry, and to the diplomatic corps. 
- I wrote at the ſame time to my uncle the Commandeur de 
Guines, to inform him of the behaviour of Tort and of 
his flight. | | 

The next and the following day, I was more circumſtan. 
tially informed of his prevarications. I was tolg that Mr, 
Chollet, whom | had neyer ſeen, was with Mr. Roger, and 
that he alſo pretended to be my creditor. I defired him to 
come to me, that I might be informed from him how this 
matter ſtood, Mr. Chollet refuſed, unleſs I would firſt ac- 
knowledge his debt, a proceeding which appeared to me very 
extraordinary. I did not preſs him any further, but J ordered 
a letter to be written to Mr. Bourdieu, his partner, defiring 
him to come and explain this riddle to me. | 

Mr. Bourdieu came to Roger with the ſame pretenſions 2 
Mr. Chollet, and the ſame refuſal to ſpeak to me, till I had 
acknowledged him to be my creditor. I was exaſperated at 
this behaviour, and refuſed to ſee him, : 
- 7 uy — 2 came afterwards to redouble her in- 
treaties and her vice concerning the danger of letti 
this affair be publickly known, and — to recom 
to me a new creditor, Mr. Theluſſon. I ſhewed her the 
letter I had received from Tort, and I repeated to her, that 
I would cauſe him to be arreſted wherever he ſhould be found. 
I expreſſed myſelf on his account with all the warmth of 3 
maſter juſtly enraged. This is what Tort now call 
defamation, | 

Laſt of all arrived Mr. Theluſſon, whom TI had ſeen but 
once. He aſſured me, that he was my creditor, becauſe Madame 
Moriencourt had told him, that Mr. Vachon had told her, oo 
the part of Mr. Tort, that I ſhould be very glad, if any 
merchant would ſtock-job for any ſum of money whatever, 
for me. | | xa 2 

Upon this warrant, and the aſſurance given him by Madame 
Moriencourt, that this was the way to make a fortune; by 
chain of political events, which ſhe related to him, as having 
them directly from me, he did not hefitate, but giving her 
eredit.both for her 2 and her politics, he 3j im- 
menſely in conſequence of it, for war. I had no other anſwel 
to make to ſuch viſions, but to aſſure Mr. 
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would cauſe Tort to be arreſted, and he ſhould be made an 


ample. 
fer all theſe informations, I wrote a letter to the Duke 
de Vrilliere, which muſt be conſidered as the firſt complaint, 
regularly lodged re ſpecting this affair, my character of Am- 
ballador not permitting me any other. k 
I told this miniſter, in ſubſtance ; that when I firſt had the 
honour to give him an account of the flight of my ſecretary, 
I was ignorant of the particulars of the crimes of which he 
was accuſed ; that it was the be/t hatched plot that ever exiſted ; 
that ſetting aſide all perſonal reſentment ; and every conſide- 
ration relative to my reputation, which could neyer ſuffer by 
ſuch groſs impoſtures; I had proofs that he had given and 
cauſed intelligenca to be given by word of mouth and in 
writing; I added, that the King was intereſted to make an 
example of him, as a means of'ſecuring the ſecrets of ſtate, 
expoſed by the bait of ſtock-jobbing to the riſk of being diſ- 
covered ; I annexed a deſcription of Tort's perſon ; and I 
repreſented the neceſſity of reclaiming him, wherever he 
ſhould be found, 

The ſame day, or the following, I heard of Tort from a 
perſon who had met him at Montreuil. This was the firſt 
intelligence I had received of the route he had taken, I in- 
ſtantly ſent off a courier to the Duke de V rielliere, and gave 
bim ſure indications to have him arreſted. 

It will be recolieted, that Tort had apprized Vachon and 
Roger of the neceſſity he was under to leave London. Sal- 
vadore was not ignorant of this anticipated confidence; the 
world will form a judgement of this by his conduR, and the 
* it has to that of Tort, The following is the progreſs 
t * } 
Tort went from my houſe very precipitately, without taking 
with him either cloaths or linen; with only the ſhirt upon 
bis back, He told Marechal to follow him; in the ſtreet he 
imparted to him, that he wanted a poſt- chaiſe, and inſiſted that 


one ſhould be hired at a great diſtance from my houſe ; at the 


inſtant of getting into it, he ordered him to accompany him 
to Dover, telling him, that he was going to France, by my 
orders, and that he would be well rewarded if he _ the ſecret. 
Marechal wanted to return home, to leave the ys he had 


about him. Tort who had juſt invented orders from me, 
took care to prevent him. | 
He arrived at Dover about eleven at night; and repaired 
inſtantly to Mr. Factor, proprietor of the-Bye-boats, whom he 
told, that he was diſpatched by me, and that he muſt go over 
L * FRG "WY 
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to France without delay, on affairs of importance. Mr. Fago- 
anſwered, that he had no boat on this fide the water, but that 
the packet-boat with the mail would ſet ſail in an hour's time, 
Tort replied, that he could not wart an hour, appeared to 
be very impatient” and confuſed, and requeſted Mr. Factor to 
procure him. a fiſhing beat. Captain Oſborne arrived during 
this converſation, took him on board and ſet fail for Calais. 
As for Salvadore, he had arrived at Dover the 19th ef 
April, before Tort left London. He had been with Mr. 
Factor to aſk him if. no perſon had arrived there from the 
Count de Guines, and being anſwered by Mr. Factor in the 
negative, he expreſſed his ſurpriſe, and left Dover only in the 
afternoon of the 20th. | | 
On his arrival at Calais, Tort wanted a carriage; I had 
three-under the care of Mr.Caffiery the poſtmaſter, for the uſe 
of my cquriers. Tort changes his battery at this place, and 
by a conduct directly the reverſe of that which he had obſeryed 
to Mr. Factor and Marechal, in a word before the ſea had well 
ſecured and ſheltered him from my purſuits, he contrived to 
rovide himſelf. with an evidence in favour of his future pro- 
s. He tells Caffiery that I had obliged him to fly to Italy; 
and deſcribes himſelf as a faithful ſervant, who ſacrificed 
himſelf for his maſter. Mr, Caffiery imprudently deliveres 
him one of my carriages, though wy r no paſſport, or order 
from me, to authorife him to take this ſtep. 

_ Tort arrived at Montreuil, at Varennes the inn-keeper's, on 
Sunday the 21ſt, at nine in the evening. Salvadore arrived a 
the ſame place not long after; they were ſhut up together, 
and gave ffrict orders that no perſon fhould interrupt them. 

Mr. Tort always avoided mentioning this conference, and 
when he was obliged to explain himſelf upon it, he declared 
that it had not the leaſt relation to any thing that had paſſed 
between Salvadore and him on the ſtock - jobbing tranſactions, 
nor to the ſum of 26471. ferling, faid to be owing to Salvador 
by Tort, upon thoſe tranſactions. | 

'* Salvadore ſhuffled in the ſame manner, with reſpect to the 
object of his ſojourn at Montreuil ; and carefully concealing 
that he had pafſed the ſea on the very ſame day as Tort, 
he has dared to ſay, in his depoſition, that, in the beginnit} 
of April, he ſet out for the Boylonefe country, where he fe. 
mained ſome days; falſhoods proved by facts, for he ſet out 
from Dover on the 20th, and arrived the 2 iſt at Montreut, 
on the very ſame day, and nearly at the ſame time, as Tort; 
And fet out again the next day, very early in the morning 
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Ls! | 
Tort immediately after the conference juſt mentioned, left 
the inn, and Salvadore at three in the morning, the next day. 
The firſt went as far as St. Denis, the better to conceal his 
intercourſe with Salvadore, then returned to wait for the latter 
at Chantilly, Upon his arrival, he ordered a courier to be 
kept in readineſs to be ſent to London: Salvadore arrived at 
Chantilly the ſame day, had a freſh conference of two hours 
with Tort, and afterwards ſet out for Paris, | 
A plan of machination concerted between them at Mon- 
teuil, which it was their intereſt to conceal, appears evidently 
from theſe facts. | | | 
Mr.Tort, after his converſation with Salvadore, ſent off the 
courier, he had provided in conſequence of what they had 
agreed upon at Montteuil, and wrote me a letter, the purport 
of which was to inform me, that he had met with Mr. Salva- 
dore, who took upon himſelf the affairs which had obliged him 
to leave London; that he was ſorry for what had happened, 
and that he flattered himſelf he ſhould merit his pardon by 
a more prudent and better conduct. He requeſted me, in the 
lame letter, to ſend him a permiſſion to remain at Paris for 
his health : he announced that he had determined Mr. Sal- 
ndore, to come to his aſſiſtance; that to engage him to do it, 
be had aſſured him, I ſhould take it well, and that I ſhould 
treat him better than formerly; * that Mr. Salvadore 
laving no remedy againſt him, flattered beſides by the pro- 
tection of the ambaſſador of France, and the advantage he 
night derive from it in the end, had readily conſented. Fort 
entered likewiſe into ſome particular details concerning the 
102 of confidence entruſted to him. 
wrote the following letter to the Duke de Vrilliere, 
i the inſtant, to give him an account of the contents of 
Tort's letter, and to point out the means of arreſting him. 
This jetter is dated the 28th or the 30th of April. 
Sir, I received yeſterday evening a letter from my ſecre- 
* tary, dated at Chantilly; he confeſſes to me his affair with 
* the Jew Salvadore, his having met with him, and the re- 
* miſhion of his debt. I ſee that he has had the impudence 
\ *© ta 


——_—. 


This referred to Salvadore's having introduced himſelf at my 
wiſe, in January 1771, to compliment me on the appearances of 
approaching conciliation between the courts; 1 ordered him 
o be ſhewn the door, having heard, that he was a man of bad 


ader, 


E 

et to make uſe of my name again upon this account, and [ 
<« conclude, that he has either wanted to get rid of the ſew 
4 Salvadore, by gaining ground, or that they are agreed u. 
« gether to puſh the impoſture fill further, Be this as it will, 
« my Lord Duke, I am very glad I ſent you by my courier 
the deſcription of the perſon: of the Jew Salvadore, by 
means of which Tort cannot eſcape you. I have certain 
« advices, that at Calais he faid he was going to Turin, 
it ſeems to me utterly impoſſible, to have reunited in 
« his projects more ſtupidity and knavery. I have the 
% honour, &c. ? : 

At the ſame time two letters from Tort to Vachon were put 
into my hands, I broke them open, as I had done the former, 
and in them I'found nothing which could induce me to think 
that Tort had-imparted to him his flight. 

As for Mr. Salvadore, he arrived at Paris at the Hotel de 
Tours in Peacock-Street, the bearer of a letter, in which 
Tort intreated Mr. Boyer my agent, to come to ſee him at 
Chantilly. Inſtead of barely ſending this letter to Boyer, he 
ſent for him to come to the hotel. Mr. Boyer according 
went; where Salvador told him, that I owed him 85000 
livres, that he had advanced them for me in ſtock-jobbing, 
and that I bad arranged the plan of this game, in concert with 
him at London, in my cabinet. I aſſure myſelf, added he, that 
you will pay me, and go to Mr, Tort at Chantilly, who will 
explain the whole matter to you. | 

r. Boyer actually went to Chantilly, as will be een 
preſently, but (not to break into the article reſpecting Salva- 
dore) the very inſtant that Tort was arreſted, Boyer came 
again to this banker, informed him of the detention of Tort, 
and at the ſame time reproached him for having pretended 
he was my creditor, and that he had perſonally treated with 
me upon the ſubject. Confuſed and aſtoniſhed Salyadore 
cried out, that raſcal Tort had deceived him, in perſuading him 
that he jobbed by my order ; that, to ſay the truth, he had 
never ſeen me upon this ſubject; had never had any orders 
from me, that he had no claims to make on that account, 
and that he would never make any demand upon me, 

This Jew had riſuqed at the ſame time, another attempt, in 
demanding an interview with the Commander de Guines, to 
which my uncle conſented, provided a witneſs was preſent. 


he likewiſe ' ſhould be arreſted, he procured a paſsport in- 
ſtantly, and returned ſhamefully to England. His paſsport 
ed the 28th. 


bears date, April 30, and Tort was arreſ 


Salvadore'would not accept the condition, and fearing that 
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What then was his buſineſs at Paris, when it is evident he 
came into France with Tort, concerted meaſures with him 
at Montreuil ; at Chantilly; laid ſnares for me at Paris in 
the perſons of the Commander de Guines and Mr. Boyer, 
and demanded a paſſport as ſoon as, informed of the impri- 
ſonment of "Tort, he had reaſon to apprehend he ſhould ſhare 
the lame fate as his accomplice. 

In the mean time, Mr. Boyer went to Chantilly on Wed- 
neſday the 24th of April, at the requeſt of Mr. Fort, con- 
ine in his letter of the 23d. "Tort gives vent to premedi- 
tated complaints againſt me, and intending to alarm Mr. Boyer 
and through him, my uncle, he ſays, that he has ſacrificed 
himſelf for me; he adds, that he had wrote to me; and 
ſhews Mr, Boyer a foul copy, full of ſcratchings out, which 
Boyer takes up before him and puts in his pocket. But as it is 
impoſſible to have ſuch an entire command over ones ſelf, that 
nature will not ſometimes, get the better of reflection, Tort let 
fall, in his converſation with Boyer, this expreſſion, in ſpeaking 
of me: If he gives me a flab before, I will give him one be- 
bind, which he does not expect. A phraſe which but ill agrees 
with the zeal of a faithful ſervant, who ſacrificed himſelf for 
tis maſter, and of whom he could not as yet have any reaſon 
to complain. | | 

Mr. Boyer made all poflible diſpatch in returning to Paris, 
to give an account of his converſation with Tort to the Com- 
mander de Guines, to whom he alſo gave the foul copy he 
bad brought away. Ky 

The Commander de Guines could not make any thing of 
it; but he judged that Tort had been guilty of ſome bad 


action, 
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* Tort gives every ſignification he thinks proper to the letter 
he wrote me, of which I have already given an account, and to 
this-foul copy, which is no longer in being. But the truth is, in 
the firſt place, that there was nothing in the foul paper which 
mould juſtity Tort; as the Commander de Guines affirms, and as 
he. proved, at the very inſtant, by — him to be arreſted. 
Secondly, that there was nothing in the letter which could im- 
peach me, fince I immediately gave an account of-it to the King's 
miniſter, as before mentioned, and it did not alter the meatures 
| took to have Tort arreſted. Further, if that letter appears in 
u memoirs, I engage myſelf to prove, chat it. is a fabricated 
iece, and that there could not poſfibly exiſt ſuch à one as, he 
produced a copy of, in his interrogatories. at the Baſtile. 

YI 97 Derrida 


' 


« 4 


* 


TER 181 
Action, and that it was of importance to ſecure him, The 
letter I had written to the Commander, clearly convinced 
| Him of his criminal conduct: he forbade Mr. Boyer all inter- 
courſe with him : he went to Verſailles and informed the 
Duke de Vrilliere, where Tort was to be found. This mi- 
nifter diſpatched” an order to have him arreſted ; the Com- 
mander carried it to Mr, de Sartine, who ſent an exempt of 
the police with it to Chantilly, Saal 

r. Delpech, lodged at that time at Paris, with the Com- 
mander de Guines: he had known of his journey to Ver- 
ſallles, had ſeen his motions, and had h ſome diſcourſe 
"which announced the detention of Tort, He ran to Chan- 
tilly to give him notice of it; they left that place together, 
reached Paris precipitately, taking care however not to arrive 
till the night was far advanced, and they took the road of 

-Senlis, that the exempt of the police might not meet them. 
The exempt having miſſed of him at Chantilly, returned 
to the Commander de Guines, who called for Delpech, and 
learnt from him, that Tort was concealed at the hotel de Notre 
Dame in the Bouloi-Street. The Commander now more 
uouſly preſſed his detention; becauſe, that on Saturday 
e 25th of April, Mr. de Monval, who had left London to 
rejoin bis regiment, arrived, and had related to him more 
Minutely the particulars of the conduct and flight of Tort, 
On Sunday the 28th of April, in the duſk of the evening, 
- Delpech conducts the exempt of the police to the door of the 
bouſe. where "Tort lodged, and then enters alone, deceives 
the latter by telling him, he was come to take him to another 
lodging, and perſuades him to foflow him. In this manner, 
"Tort, delivered up by Delpech, was arreſted and carried di- 
Delpech, now the friend of Tort, and one of his witneſſes, 
endeavoured to make a merit with me of his impriſonment, 
and wrote me toro letters, foliciting his place, and _ 
may open all his mancuvres and treacheries. It may 

e imagined, I did not condeſrend to give him any anſwer. 
Tort was obliged to ſubmit, in the Baſtile, to the two firſt 
examinations by interrogatories, in which he accuſed himſelf 
on every peint. The Duke de Vrilliere tranſmitted them to 
- —— I- — on a ſevere puniſhment. After 9 

npriſonment he under went à third interrogator ich t 
ine miniſter: 10 — of Jone, with the fl 
nec jaſt received; Sir, from the hands of Mr. de Sartis, 
« the third interrogatory, which you deſired Tort ſhould 


0 & undergo, 
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«-undergo, I cannot make a better uſe. of it, than to lay. it 
& before you: it will enable you to judge, that Tort bad u 
« other defign, but that of gaining money. This being the caſe, 
« it is hardly poſſible. to detain this man any longer in the 
« Baſtile. I would not n grant him bis liberty, 
« without having our aþinzon. - had apy; inconvenience 
& in it, his enlargement — . 2 unlimited; he 
« may be exiled to twenty leagues diſtance from Paris. 
« ] deſire you will let me know your intentions in this 
« reſpedt, and that you. will be thoroughly perſuaded of 
« the very perfect attachment with which, &c.” 

J continued to inſiſt 00 reater . and I received no 
anſwer. I concerned myſe elt the leſs a it, as I had dif- 
charged my duty, j+ in aptting Nie into the hands of the 
yernmentz and as imputations againſt me had 
remained in that juſt contempt at Londen, in which they 
ought to have been buried for ever, 

About this time, the Duke d' Ai r was nominated b 
the King to fill the departme foreign affairs. This 
miniſter ſent me, CON "of Auguſt, 4 recall, which 

not required, As ſoon. as Tan he told we, that the 
of my return was a recrimination me on 
the part of Tort, which had already been laid before the 
council of ſtate. I yu great! rp; 3 it is Ee b 
I hould not; to find myſelf thus acc to the King 
aman, whom I, as accuſer, had deliy mto the Nt 0 
vernment; on whom 1 imagined judgment had been Jong 
— e the 30th af 
June, of which I have juſt given an acc 

Two months had clapſed fince this i beg been carried 

to the council, and no information had then ſent 


te unheard of change that had been op Fe = 
Tort had y pr 8 
r a ok Lee examinations. He 

er three upon oath: eſe three interr 
— to me, but 1. tad not been. infred of the 


proteſt, | 
The Duke de Viilliere bad written to me the 3 A 2 


hl the Ge ans ora with exile ; a 
1+ mans 7 
. Eee imgrauged cy cg 


proſecuted, by ae, having laid e ny Oh 
by in a fifth tion, wh 
tonfeſſed in the three, frſt; he ngwr e. 8 
y nothing but by my 3 for my - 
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a word, retorted upori me, 
| brought againſt him. 

It is a happineſs for me, however, that my anſwer to the 
miniſter's letter of the zoth of June, contained no conſent, on 
my part, to mitigate the puniſhment of Tort, If, on a point 

which concerned the honour of a man in a public ſtation, 
I had not thought it my to reſiſt the natural propenſity, 
which inclines us to be indulgent to the guilty ; 'there w 
have been found, in the courſe of the proceſs, a letter, by 
which, at the ſame time that Tort accuſed me of the vil 
and moſt odious of all crimes, I ſhould have requeſted his 
pardon ; and thus, I ſhould have a ppeared, as the matter now 
— to have aſked it for myſelf. 

* * Tort gave no proof of his iiagatation: 1 thought 
elf obliged however, to oppoſe him by ſeveral memorials, 
ich I prefented to the council of ſtate. I proved, that al 

: articulars were alike abſurd and — iery: 

While I was employed in this refutation, a report prevailed, 
that the embaſſy with'which I was honoured, was going to be 
piven to another. I ap — it this more; as it had been 

the firſt hour o return, to the Baron de Breteuil, 
who, informed of the bes t of this recall, had the civility to 
releaſe the Duke FA utllon from his promiſe. I had the 
Honour to write to the Duke, who, on the Seh of November, 
wrote me the following anſwer : 
His Majeſty has always appeared to me determined to 
4 ſend u back to England, as foon as you have giventhe 
1 1 j eelaireiffenients, to defiroy the imputations of Mr. 
86 Tort. A has never varied upon this ſubject, and you 
— du the to look up all that may ei 
2 beg. the honour, &c 

laſt memoir was read at the council-board, and com- 
0 overthrew all calumnies; at leaſt I had reaſon to think 
uſe 1 conſtantly demanded of the King's miniſter; 
tiny conduct might be ftritly examined into; and beeauſe 
Ren ts Tolls made yore — in — 
yiniſter's letter, pn the annihilation of. ort's 
been reſolved on by the King 


in this 
ations, 
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t. and to that ſecrecy 
ave 6 exacts, 4 1 was not 
3 juſtice, 
he-nlinifiration, whom 
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This affair, miniſteral in its principle, in its progreſs and 
hits deciſion ought not to have changed its nature, at the 
time when we ſhall find it become a criminal proſecution. 
22 nſt the * ambaſſador. | 
I ] ſet out for England on the 1oth of January, 1772; Mr. 
Tort was releaſed from the Baſtile a few days after. | 
I beard publicly at London, that the uſe he made of his 
liberty was to publiſh that he had been juſtified by the coun- 
til; 1 know that he cauſed the ſame impoſtures to be cir- 
culated at London by Meſſrs. Salvadore, Bourdieu, Theluſ- 
fn and others, with whom he had done buſineſs, and that 
they were diſpoſed unanimouſly, to cauſe a libel to be print- 
ed againſt me; a letter which Mr, Theluſſon wrote to me, 
tonfirmed theſe reports. | | 

L anſwered this merchant only to this effect, that the proof 
of Tort's having impoſed on him, and that he was not 
uſtitied by the council, was my having the honour to re- 
preſent the King's perſon at the court of London; I added 
noreover, that A Mr. Tort, or any merchant, had any de- 
hand upon me, I engaged my/elf either before the tribunals 
England, or thoſe of ——— reclaim the privileges of 4 
jublic churucter to evade then. | 4 
Tue uſe Mr. Theluſſon made of my letter was, to have 
tt preſented to the miniſtry in France; and it there ſerved 
va pretext for the criminal proceſs, to which I am now | 


Igwe an account to the Duke d'Aiguillon, of the ſpeeches 
made with impunity by Mr. Tort, in all the coffee-houſes 
Paris; ſpeeches cqually inſulting the King's ambaſſador, 
nd the judgment given by his Majeſty. IIikewiſe laid before 
Ws. miniſter, the inconveniences which would reſult. froi 

kifering him to make uſe of 'a paſſport for London, which, 

u aſſured had been made out for him, which could not but 
| injurious to the dignity of the repreſentative of the King's 


The Duke d' Aiguillow returned me for anſwer, the 24 
April, that he had ordered Mr. de Sartine to retain: 

Aport, which had actually been made out, and to obſerye 
k motions and conduct of Tort. That he had ordered 
likewiſe to inform him what he could learn of the wee. 
Non of racrimination lodged with him againſt me; an 

tte means of preventing the effeft of it, that he might give 
bunt of it to the King. ei 00 eig 210 
lt was, ſome time after, before this plan of de eri 


teſted itſelf. Mr. Tort attacked me in the /crim 


„ court, | | 


* 1 22 
edurt, and to give more weight to this procedure, he has 
preſumed to allure the officers of juſtice, that he had bun 
obliged de make bis complaint to che mimiflry, before he depofued 
it at the office. He has ſaid more; he has dared to 2 
that the triniſtry feratched out - this complaint, the anechite 
of his ſecret conference with Salvadere at Montreuil, Ton 
makes the miniſtry the confident of his complaint, and hi 
5 The efftontery, and the conſequences of ſuch a calumny 
are evident. In fact, what ambaſſador could charge hit 
ſeif wich the King's affairs, if be had reaſon to apprehent 
he mould be attacked in the criminal courts, zud the ti 
bunals prepoſſeſſed againit him, unknown to him, in his ab 
ſence ; and this, with the conſent and inclination of th 
ovetrriment, upon facts, with reſpect to which the King 
had already pronounced judgment. This howrvg 
what Tort eſtabliſhes: but his indeceit aſſertion is co 
tre by the following letter from the Duke d' Aiguillon 
Which proves, that the min;ftry never. bad any cig nixanct 
r complain. but from the lirutenant criminal, and that, wht 
Bis on was already lodged in the ce. x} 
« The licutenant-criminal of the Chatelet having give 
Mie advice of a complaint of Mr. Tort delivered to the Gon 
aifſiery Cbenu, againſt you, Sir, and carried before the lie 
tenunt- criminal, with requeſt to obtain permiſſion to mak 
informations on the facts therein ſet forth, I have given 4 
' Keount thereof to 8 1 afterwards anſwered t 
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uin in England, I only requeſted that his Majeſty would 
auſe the effects of Tort's complaint to be ſuſpended till the 
gh of June, the — of the birth of the King of 
lugland, and order a leave of abſence to be forwarded to me 


e perſonally ſo intereſting an affair. 
The Duke d' Aiguillon wrote me the following anſwer, 
ned February 3, 1773. | Wen | 


« have given an account, Sir, to the King in council, of 


bt month, in anſwer to mine of the zd of the ſame 
wnth, concerning the complaint of Mr. Tort, laid be- 
kre the lieutenant-criminal. Since you are determined, Sir, 
b give a free courſe to this affair, the King thinks it ju 
Id natural that yen ſhould deſire to be on the ſpot, to purſue it in 
fm at Paris. In conſequence, I am writing to Mr. Dus» 
Fa. the King's ſervice not permitting you to be abſent at 
ent from England, his Majeſty's will is, that till freſh orders 
fn bim, nothing ſhall be decreed concerning Mr. Tort's com- 
ant. As for the leave of abſence which is neceſſary to 
able you to return to France, I will take care to addreſs it 
Nw in proper time. I have the honour to be, &c.“ | 
obeyed the King's orders, and ſacrificed to my zeal for 
c ſervice, till the 4th of June, the care of an affair which 
$ become ſo perſonally important to me. | 
lexpected, at this epoch, the leave of abſence which had 
tn announced to me; it was not expedited ; but I learnt 
= Mr. Tort was at Calais, and was there making inſor- 
Wns criminally againſt me. I was informed, that attempts 
re making to eſtabliſh publicly and juridically at that 
Pe, that the King's'ambaſfador at London had been guilty 
t iraudulent bankruptcy to Engliſh ſubjects. 4 
This ſtep, contrived unknown to me, and which effectu- 
if forced me, by degrees, into the neceſſity of maintaini 
minal proceſs, but ill agreed with the miniſterial let 
Finch it was ſo formally announced to me, that the King's 
Me not 2 me to be abſent from England, it wai bn 
Y pleaſure, that nothing ſhould be decried ah 'Tort's 
ant, till I was in the way to purſue 1 
me days after, I received my leave of abſence, and I ſat 
MT don; but I thought it neceflary to returti to 
Pace by way of Dieppe, be ——_— to preſerve the re- 
Nentative of the King's petſon from the humiliation of be- 
ecetved upon nls landing at Calais, by 'a tip- ſlaſf, the 


igel it neceſfary for the good of his ſervice that I ſhould 


#that time, which would be neceſſary to enable me to pur- 


he letter you did me the honour to write to me, the 23d of 
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bearer of a decree, which might have been the conſequence of 
the criminal informations, that had been made there againſt me, 
The fituation I found myſelf in was very novel, and very 
delicate; as a citizen, I had no other part to take, but t 
follow exactly the courſe of juſtice, As an ambaflador, ant 
wounded in that character, by the abuſe of my name and of 
my diſpatches, I had delivered up a criminal into the hands 
of the government, and that government had puniſhed him 
Tort had afterwards taken advantage of my abſence to a 
tuſe me before the tribunals, of the (ame crimes of which! 
had accuſed him before the King; conſequently Tort had 
appealed from the King's judgment. rl 
It is certain, that from the nature of the affair, the King 
was the only judge who ought to have had any cognizancy 
of it; I had then, a right to inſiſt on the caule being 
carried back again to be determined by his Majeſty ; a n 
ceſſity founded even on the impoſſibility of deciding other 
wiſe than from the diſpatches; which could not be producer 
| but before the King. | 
I might alſo have accepted the aid of his authority a ſecond 
time, the ſame offers in this reſpe& having being made n. 
as forinerly, but I thought it my duty to refule it. and 
preferred the painful, but . diſgrace of a crimi 
Tuit, to the humiliating and eternal diſgrace, which woull 
have been the conſequence of the contrary conduct. 
The only part I reſolved upon, in a circumftance whit 
affetts the ſafety of all ambaſſadors, and of which the a 
nals of foreign affairs furniſhed me no example to direct n 
conduct, was to reſume at leaſt, the advantage which the 2 
teriority of my proceedings had given, and which I oug 
never to loſe. | | 
Having complained to the miniſtry, in my denunciatc 
letters, of the crimes of Tort, the only channel of complain 
which my character permitted, or it was poſſible for me 
make uſe of; I have continued my quality of complainat 
before the tribunals, by a complaint delivered in due fon 
on the 10th of January, 1774, againſt Meſſrs. Tort, Rog 
and Delpech, their abettors, accomplices, and adherents 
in conſequence of which, I obtained permiſſion to take 1 
formations againſt them, and I have thereby acquired i 
proof of the crimes of which they have been guilty. . _ 
+ Tort and Roger were taken into cuſtody, and Delpe 
-ſerved with a perſonal citation. I was ſerved with one lib 
-wiſe on Tort's complaint, and though I was only cited in d 
der to be heard, yet I was not the leſs affected at it. Al 


. N 
| N | 

hilar decree was ſerved on Mr. de Monyal, who I ſhould 
imagine could only be heard in this cauſe as a witneſs. 0 

ort-and Roger afterwards demanded their enlargement. 
{ would not oppoſe it; they obtained. it, and I only pro- 
teſted againſt it. Tt was neceſſary, in this ſituation of the 
cauſe, to regulate our qualities; in trying the two complaints, 
it was efſential to decide which of the accuſers ſhould pre- 
ſerve this title, and which ſhould remain the accuſed. he 
attorney general required that the carrying on of the cauſe 
ſhould not be adjudged to either of the two parties, but 
to him alone; and the lieutenant-criminal, by a ſentence 
of the 7th of June, 1774, regulating the cauſe a Pextraor- 
dinaire, has in effect, adjudged it to be carried on by the mi- 
niſtry, by the public, under reſervation of the reſpective rights 


of the parties.“ | 

An appeal from this ſentence would have been well found- 
ed, my counſel had even agreed to it in conſultation ; but 
my delicacy made me eagerly ſeize, in preference, the op- 
portunity f wiſhed for of confounding Tort and his adhe- 
rents, by confrontations face to face. I therefore centented 
myſelf with making a proteſt againſt it; I even took care 
to declare to the court, that my complaint ſhould not ſerve 
me as a title to deprive Tort of any one of his witneſſes, 

The examinations and confrontations took place, and 
this is the actual ſtate of the Jaw-ſuit. | 


FART . 


Refutation of Mr. Tort's Calumnies. 

5 natural order of things ſeems to require, that TI 
ſhould eftabliſh the accuſation I have brought, before 

| combat the recrimination, that has been made uſe of againſt 
me: but I chuſe to begin, by proving my perſonal inno- 
tence, and to condeſcend, in the eyes of al 1 and of 
the whole diplomatic corps, to put myſelf on a footing with 
| a man 


— * — * * » 
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* At the time when this ſentence was given, I thought the 
tonrts of juſtice ſufficiently informed of the affair, it remained 
only for me to inform the public. I had accordingly drawn 
a memorial, ſome copies of which were diſtributed ; but the exami- 
nations and confrontations neceſſarily throwing a new light on 
the matter, I have ſacrificed my firſt labours, in order to unite 
the whole proceſs in one piece, and to ſave my judges and my 
readers, the trouble of peruſing 1 ſupplement. of 


. 
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3 man who was N my ſecretary, with reſpect to 2 
juſtification, from which I took care not to ſhelter myſelf 
under my public character. 3 
Tort pretends, then, that he did not game in the Engliſh 
funds but by my order, and for my account; that havin 
loft, and not being able to pay, I obliged him to abſcond ; 
that as a faithful ſervant, he gave himſelf up to apparent di. 
- honour, to ſave the honour of his maſter ; and that, in re- 
ward for this facrifice, I have oppreſſed him, I have endea- 
voured to ruin him; I have broke the inftrument I made 
uſe of. | = | 
"The accuſation, without doubt, is weighty : and if I had 
been capable of a conduct at once ſo mean and fo attrocious, 
I ſhould be too flightly puniſhed by the ordinary penalties 
of the la. | | 

But the more weighty the accuſation, the greater the ne- 
ceffity of proving it. It is not ſufficient; ſor Mr. Tort to 
— that I gave him my orders ſecretly, that I recom- 
mended ſecreſy to him in the execution of them; to exempt 
him from the general rule, which obliges every accuſer to 
prove his accuſation, under pain of being regarded and pu- 
niſhed as a calumniator; otherwiſe, every miniſter, every am- 
baſſador, in fine, every citizen would be left to the mercy of 
the firſt audacious ſubaltern, who perſecuted for prevarica- 
tions, would have the ſubterfuge to ſay, If I have been cri- 
minal, I have only been fo in obedience to my maſter's orders, 
and to ſerve him. | | "TIM 

Now Mr. Tort does not adminiſter any proof to the court, 
of what he has preſumed to lay before it; and this is the frlt 
point to be adhered to; for it will give us the opportunity, 
at the ſame time, to examine his witneſſes. | 


Tort's accufation is not proved. The whole cauſe turns 
only upon theſe words: Tort ſays, the Count de Guines tall 
him. No writing is preſented under my hand; no perſon is 
cited, who heard me pronounce what he puts into my mouth; 

nevertheleſs, he expects to be belived in preference to me, 
who affert the contrary. Behold ! the ſuit, which for three 
years has been the ſubject of converſation, not only in France, 

t throughout Europe. He produces as his witneſſes, Mel- 
fieurs Bourdieu, Chollet, Theluſſon, Madame Moriencourt, 

Mr. Morphy in partnerſhip with Herzuello, Mr. Vachon, 
Mr. Roger, and Mr. Delpech. Let them all be heard, one 
after another; not one of them will declare, that he either 
ſaw me or ſpoke to me; on the contrary, they will all ne 


7 
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they never ſpoke to me, during the whole four months that, 
cheir jobbing laſted, All their depoſitions then, are, 
uſeleſs. | | 

They have likewiſe other defects. 
Of theſe different witneſſes, the three firſt, by an unprece-, 
dented mixture of titles, have declared themſelves to be, at, 
the ſame time, both witneſſes, and parties 9 in the 1 1 7 
they have declared, that their council are ; wt Gerbier 
pb that the complaint preſented by Tort, had been. 
granted on the particular ſolicitations of the parties in England, 
eventually concerned in the fate of that complaint, This one 
jeads with aſtoniſhment, in two acts paſſed before a notary 
? at London, 


Land ond 
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They themſelves, even in their depoſitions, announce them- 
h felves to be creditors of Mr. Tort or me, And probably it 
: would be for their intereſt that I was their debtor, inſtead of 


Tort. Can they then be witneffes in a cauſe, which in ſo 
many ways they confeſs themſelves to be perſonally in- 
a tereſted in ? | T 
Mr. Morphy, in the ſame manner, ſtyles himſelf, the Cre- 

diter of Mr. Tort, or rather, ſays he, of the Count de Guines. 
| Salvadore wanted to bring an action again/t me; he threa- 
tened, as did Mr, Bourdieu, #2 pro memoirs againſi me; 
and they wrote ſeveral letters to this effect to the miniſtry, | 
| have demanded theſe letters, in order to annex them to the | 
proceedings. The Duke d'Aiguillon gave me for anſwer, the = 
17th of February 1774, that His Majeſty had juſt decided in | 
4 his council, that they ought not to be communicated to 

“ me; and that they were of no uſe for my defence.” ' 
V As for Madame ene ſhe has not appeared to ſup- f 

port her depoſition by a confrontation with me. I had how- | 


ever facilitated the means, by demanding a ſafe conduct to ' 

ns | | : ct to 

14 protect her in France from her creditors, 

In fine, Meſſieurs Delpech, Roger and Vachon have ſe- 

N. conded the treacheries of "Tort, to uſe his «wn words in his = 
- confrontation with me, they ſhared all the ſentiments of his | 
8 owt; can they then ſtill further ſupport his impoſtures, 

ee ada + IP | 

5 by their evidences? | 

f. Shall I add, that the ſums requiſite for paying the expences 

rt, of the proceedings at Paris, and the fees of thoſe who direct 


- them, come from London : a letter, found under the ſeals 

* which were put upon Lort's papers, confirms it: it is in the 
2.2.2 "NAL rn: | | * i 

r band-writing of Mr. Gerbier, and dated November 13th, 

e, 773. 
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It begins thus: This is all IL want, M., (this wan 
« ob 5 upon the depoſitions) take care of * — 
* of the Duke's, with the faireſt copy, and that of Londen, 
in which you will put the ſecond copy, and my letter.“ 
Further on we read, Do not forget t write to Londin, 
* for what concerns the Commiſſary Chenu, he ought te habt 
« been paid before, and I ſhould have provided for it, before 
I aſked him any queſtion, it being uſual. As for myſelf, 
te J leave it to you, to go as you pleaſe, and io write what i; 
«© proper to theſe gentlemen; I rely upon you, ——throw 
« my letter in the fire.“ IJ 

Tort has confeſſed, in his interrogatories, that he wrote to 
London to Meffieurs Bourdieu and Chollet, concerning hig 
ſuit againſt me; theſe then are the perſons alluded to in 
Gerbier's letter, 

There was found likewiſe, under the ſeals, another letter in 
the fame hand, addreſſed likewiſe to Tort, “ The rough 
* draught of the depoſition for Herzuells, it is there ſaid 
« you do not ſend it, it was the important thing, (ee if 
6 you. will put it off to the next poſt, and begin again. 
& If you do it, qwrite to them, that I am aſtoniſhed, 1 bave 
% no anſwer to three letters I have written to them.“ 
This name of Herzuelle, is the firm of the houſe, in which 
Mr. Morphy is a partner, who, ſince the zra of tbis letter, 

has made a third depoſition, more fayorable indeed to Tort's 
ſyſtem ; Tix the two former. 

Not only then, theſe are parties intereſted, who ſerve 

as witneſſes in their own cauſe, but their depoſitions appeat 
to have been concerted, And this can hardly be doubted, if 
we compare the extract from this extraordinary letter, with 
the third depoſition, which was the confequence of it : the 
interview which Tort had in his flight with Salvadore; their 
conference at Montreuil, which they both concealed ; their 
ſecond converſation at Chantilly ; the conduct of Salvadore 
at Paris ; and the manner in which the latter gave an account 
of theſe fats. Me. 
But, further, notwithſtanding all the art with which theſe 
evidences have been prepared, to what do they tend? To 
this (ole point; that Tort has ſpoken in my name, Without 
doubt he has in his diſcourſes forged my name; but all that 
be could poſſibly ſay, proves nothin inſt me; it makes 
againft himſelf. It is what he has 50 that conſtitutes bis 
crime, without a poſſibility of its becoming mm m. 


% 
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led hat Wes 8 
Fort's accuſation, has not a fingle character of trutb. 
| It is falſe, | 
If the want of probability in the declarations of an ac, 
tuſer ; if his contradictions of himſelf, and of his witneſſes, 
x: manifeſt ſigns that he has ſinned againſt truth, ſurely, 
here never was a ſtronger inſtance of it; for no cauſe ever 
luniſhed a greater number, or more ſtriking. ; 

Mr. Tart draws up the plan of his attack in the following 
nanner, in his interrogatories in the Baſtile. 
| He pretends, that I poſitively ſaid to him, in my cabinet, on 
the 20th or 22d of December 1770, *©* Yau will play for me 
in the public funds. You will take great care to avoid 
. lying it is for me; you will declare, you do it for a friend 
66 


| for him. 

Let us reflect a moment on this outſet, 

With ever ſo little knowledge of England, or even without 
lnowing it at all, placing the ſcene of action in any country 
phatever, can it be thought, that I ſhould imagine, that 3 
kondary ſecretary, deſtitute of fortune, only three weeks 
Her his arrival, Id be believed upon the exchange, and 
bould determine bankers to hazard millions on his word 


either names nor deſcribes ? ; | 
He himſelf adds, that ſome days after 7 expreſſed to him my 
wofmeſs ; I repreſented to him the difficulty of obtaining 
ich extenſive credit as the operations might require, under 
vogue denomination of a friend of his at Paris. But he gave 
courage, and to convince me of the facility of the 
kterpriſe, without my name being known, he told me, that 
& mas: daily aflailed by ſeveral merchants, who wanted to 
we him concerned in a jobbing account with them. 
Thus, it is he himſelf, who removes my doubts, and flatters 
that my reputation, my cupidity, and my ſelf- love, will 
Ways remain incognito, | | 
However, in his very firſt vifit to Meſſieurs Bourdieu and 
ay to Mr. Morphy, to Mr. Salvadore, and to Madame 
encncourt, who on her part, mentions me to Mr, Theluſſon. 
if is proved by all the depoſitions of theſe merchants. 
ame interragatories, he declares, that I enjoined him 
rely, to tale bis muaſures ſo ſecretly, that no perſon in my 
Haul ſuſpeft the mativg of them. 4 


Saen 


2 a 


yours at Paris, who has given you a commiſſion to act 


blely guaranted by an unknown friend at Paris, whom he 


he names me openly to them; he names me ſucceſ- 


| | 


[3] 
Vet he took the earlieſt occaſion, to reveal the object o 
his commiſſion to three perſons of my houſhold, to Meffleurs 
Roger, Vachon and Delpech, 
I will not exclaim then, that Tort is a traitor. He 
ſhould have preſerved the honour of his maſter in his ow 
hands; and it appears he would have ſacrificed it. Depaſ #M! 
tary" of an important ſecret, he would have divulged it ever 
where. But it is not the queſtion at preſent, whether Tou 
js the moſt unfaithful of ſervants, of which there is not td 
leaſt doubt; my bufineſs is, to prove in this place, not tha” 
he is gujlty, but that I am innocent. And on this point, 0 
2 in the firſt place, this maxim of the law: < that n 
0 
tu 


it 2 * to be given to him who alledges his owl” 
tude? | 8 | 
In the next place, I aſk, why Mr. Tort deceived me pet 
ſonally? Can it be conceived, if he played on my account 


what intereſt he could have to violate my orders? If til” 
feigned interpoſition, of a friend at Paris, did not gain credit 1 
us in fact it ought not, with the merchants, he ſhould bay 

given me notice, that I might have had time to deliberate o h 


the meaſures T ſhould take, It is not to be credited, tha 
Tort undertook, from the firſt moment, to betray me, to ex 
ole me, in order to ſetve me; and that he continued thi 
conduct for four months. This proceeding muſt be ſtill mo 
incomprehenfible; as according to his own account again 
«* my fears induced me to aſk him ſeveral times, if inth 
converſations he had with the merchants, no expreſſion ey 
efcaped from them, which indicated, that they thought the 
were acting for me? He always made me eaſy, by proteſtin 
that they had not the lighteſt ſuſpicion, on that head.” Wh 
motive then, could have excited him to make uſe of ſuc 
a ftrange dupticity to me. cr pee 1 
Still purſuing his interrogatories at the Baſtile, he decla 
© that l b Mr. /Bourdien, upon his recommendation, an 
jn conſequence of my own enquiries concerning him, 
be my agent; that not finding Mr. Bourdieu Gebe | 
job, the beginning of February 1971, he employs 
Mr. Herzuello or Mr. Morphy, without letting me tn 
ee that Mr. Bourdieu did not act for me. That, towards 
«© end of February, upon a ſecond refuſal from Mr. Boutdi 
be employed Mr. Salvadore, without informing mr of. | 
4 Iikewiſe. | „ pov . | l bird un 
That on the 7th of April, he gave a commiſſion fort 
'« fame purpoſe to Madame Moriencourt, who had point 
out a merchant to him, whom ſhe did not name, =! 


1 
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aid he inform me of this, but that he thought himſelf autho- 
tiſed to do it, becauſe I had formerly told him, that he 
« muſt provide himſelf with ſeveral reſources, for intereſting 
« occaſions. - Ty ph 44 | 
Thus, I had made choice of Mr. Bourdieu: the enquiries 
[had made concerning him, and Fort's recommendation, 


b nerited a preference to all the other merchants by whom Fort 
„ ſolicited, and yet Mr, Bourdieu is not the perſon em 
th loyed: my fortune and my honour are @nhded to men, of 


whoſe very exiſtence I remain ignorant; matters are carried 
b far, that a perſon is made the miniſter of my operations, 
whoſe name is not known, and yet mine is freely mentioned 
him. The pretended permiſſion of recurring, in caſe of 
eceſſity, to others beſides Bourdieu, cannot be a reaſon for 
concealing from me the knowledge of thoſe who had been 
lMſituted in his place: ſince, according to this plan, I was 
v remain always ignorant who they were, in caſe of gain; 
ud was only to know them, in caſe of loſs, 

All theſe recitals of Tort were ſo contrary to probability, 
that at length, when they were managed by a more ſkilful 
und, an attempt was made to retrench the moſt abſurd. 

ln the complaint lodged at the Chatelet, * we no longer 


| Fe ind either the circumſtance of the unknown friend at Paris, 
non do was to ſerve as a ſcreen to me; or that, of concealing 
nom me, the tranſactions of Morphy, Salvadore, and heluſſon. 
What are we to think of this ſilence, obſerved in the firſt 
eee of the real trial? * * 
welt is with the like force, that all the other acts in this ſame 
nn "al, riſe up againſt him, I have diſcovered the meaning of 
ie of: them, by the copies which have been furniſhed me; 
uc others, by means of the canfrontations. Throughout the 
| whole, Tort either contradicts himſelf, or his witneſſes con- 
nel dict bim. 3 * 
We have juſt ſeen, that I had choſen, according to him, 
„. Bourdieu to be my agent. Mr. Tort repeats, in his 
od errogatories at the Chatelet, that he named to me all the 
tore ants who had made. propoſals to him, and that I took 
en their names; that, the next day I made choice of 
Is de bouſe of Bourdieu and Chollet. . Then, in the courſe 
rdi if the lame interrogatory, he declares, that Meſſieurs Bourdieu 
" nd Chollet, never ſpoke to him of any ſpeculations in the 
" WP iblic ſunds, till the time, when he himiclf went in ſearch 
or t * | of 
doing ___ * . 


be principal criminal court of juſtice at Paris, 


| {31 
of them to deliver my propoſals to them: How then coul. 
the name of the firſt be found upon Mr, Tort's liſt? Or, bo 
could I make choice of him ? = . 
He advances, in his interrogatories at the Chatelet, tb 
having loſt 1 3ool. ſterling with Mr. Morphy, 7 charged Ji 
fo. pay the monty on my account. I knew then, Mr. Morghy 
to be one of my ts, and at the Baſtile he had aid, hy 
employed him without letting me know it. 

At the Chatelet, he maintains that, he brought me a no 
of Salvadore's, according to which I owed this merchant 960 
and odd pounds ſterling; ' and that I defired him to pay thi 
ſum out of his own . Then, I knew likewiſe th: 
Salvadore was my agent, although at the Baſtile he had faid 
Be employed him unknown to me. 
Tbere is ſtill ſomething more extraordinary, with reſpes 
to Mr. Theluffon : I aſked Mr. Tort, in his confrontations 
the reaſons, that had induced him not to let me know of the com 
miſſion given by him to Madame Moriencourt ; nor of th 
commiſhon given by her to this banker, as he had affirms 
at the Baſtile. 

Mr. Tort cauſed twenty pages to be written, in which! 

* amply deduced theſe reaſons. 

I afterwards defired him to tell me, what the reaſons wer 
"that bad engaged him to inform me of it; to declare at th 
Chatelet, it was in conſequence of my reiterated impor tuniti 
chat he went and found Madame Moriencourt; and to ade 
that every evening, during four days, I read and copied tl 
memorandums the tranſactions of the banker 


Tort anſwered, that he had made a miſtake, and that 1 
never had informed me of the ſpeculations made through tl 
tion of Madame Moriencourt. 
Then he ſaid further, that he could not deny ner affirm that 
had informed me of it: fo that it was impoffible to determil 
- whether T did or did not know, who had been fo 
to job for me, and to make me loſe at this period, abo 
. 200,000 livres. Are fo many prevarications then to 
borne with ? | 
It evidently reſults, from the whole, that all theſe peri 
whom he ftiles my agents, were alike ſtrangers to me; 
thus the bafis of his accuſation is overthrown. > 
Jut let us view the particulars of the charge; the cont 
Yidtions with which they abound will quaſh it entirely. 
Mr. Tort's ficſt tranſactions were with Mr. Morphy; fl 
both confeſs, the one in his interrogatory at the Baſtile, | 


| = + SEO ARR 

he other, in his depoſition ; that at the firſt interview, Mur- 
offered to Tort a third part of the profits he ſhould make 
ty ſtock-jobbing; without charging him with any loſſes he 
night ſuſtain; on condition, that Tort ſhould give him 
the earlieſt advices of all events, that might affect the 
jblic funds. Upon this firſt point they agree. But Tort. 
kclares, that this propofal was made in the preſence of 
M. Roger; and Morphy his witneſs depofes, that they 
yere alone. 


60 Morphy declares, that Tort accepted his offer, from 
dme of of this firſt viſit, that he promiſed to ſupply 
n with all neceffary intelligence, and to diſpoſe of the ſecrets 


if my cabinet. | 
Tort affirms, on the contrary, that he replied to Morphy, 
tht he could not give his word poſitively, and denies, that he 
wmiſed the ſecrets of my cabinet. | 
He adds, that Morphy's offers and his refuſals were repeated 
Wh infinite number of times, from the end of November, the 
lime of his arrival at London, to that of my reſolving to job, 
charging him to employ Mr. Bourdieu to act for me. 
But Mr. Roger ſays, it was on the 18th of Fanutry, 
it Tort accepted Morphy's offers, whereas Tort | himſelf 
ices this acceptance at the end of December, accommodating 
o the time, when, he pretends, I announced to him the 
lution of playing upon my own account; fo that he 
woſed, ſays he, to employ Mr. Bourdieu to act for me, at 
2 time that he played upon his own account with 
k. Morphy. I 
— all we believe of theſe three men? Tort and 
phy made an agreement together, to job in partnerſhip : 
$isacknowled by all three: but which was the real date 
this agreement? Jas it the end of November, or the end uf 


at er, or the 18th of January? The artifice of Tort is 
mii de on this point, Convicted of this prevarication, he 
od erours to palliate it; he attributes to himſelf the honour 


13322 to be concerned in ſtock- jobbing, till I had 
lim the example; and his witneſſes belte themſelves. 

Tort advances, that he played for his own account with 
phy, in the month of January; that he gained 70,000 
. And that, as for me, undecided and irreſolute during 
8 time, 1 did not determine till the 19th f January, about 
in the evening, to ſend him to Mr. Bourdieu, appointed 
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my agent, to order him to job on my account: this is what 
he expoſes in one of his interrogatories at the Baſtile; and 
this inſtant, which he fixes, is important, fince it is the firſt 
time, according to him, that I gave him charge of my ope. 

rations. 

Yet, to another interrogatory, made likewiſe at the Baſtile, 
he declares, that he never ſaid, that I gave him orders to pur. 
chaſe funds in my name on the 19th of January; but that, on Wl i 
the contrary, I adviſed him at that time to remain quiet, 
And, what is ſhocking, on his interrogatory at the Chatelet, Wl : 
he repeats again, that it was on the 19th of January, that [ p 
charged him to carry my orders to Mr. Bourdieu. The mot Wi » 
intereſting epochas vary at his pleaſure. n 
_ He ſays further, that I reiterated my orders to him, wn 
Monday the 21/?, and that he carried them the ſame evening, il © 
to Mr. Bourdieu, accompanied by Mr. Delpech, whom de 
conſtantly quotes as his witneſs. 

However, Mr. Bourdieu has depoſed that Tort did not come 
to his houſe till the 22d in the morning; and Delpech has 
ſaid, in his interrogatory, that he did not accompany Tort, but 
was ſent by him to Bourdieu's. 

Mr. Bourdieu, at this time, - refuſed to job. He refuſed 
alſo, in the month of February; and then it was, that Tort 
addreſſed himſelf, without my knowlege, to Mr. Morphy, 
propoſing to him an equal partnerſhip of profit and loſs wit 
me: an aſſociation to which Morphy ſhewed great repugnance 
and which, in the end, was attended with the loſs of 1300 
ſterling. | 

With reſpect to this loſs, Tort maintains, that he paid the 
1300l. at my requeſt, out of the profit he had made; and! 
conſequence thereof, he reclaims the ſaid ſum from me. 0 
the contrary, Mr. Morphy has demanded it, in his firſt de 
poſition, as being till due to him, It is true, that, in a thin 
depoſition, changing his language, he repreſents this debt 2 
acquitted.” But, may not this alteration be the effect of th 
fo important, plan of a depoſition for Herzuello, mentioned 
the letter found under the ſeals : a letter fix weeks anterior ic 
Before the loſs of the 1300 l. ſterling, and after the ſucceſ 
of the private tranſaction between Morphy and Tort, the latter 


give Mr. i Morphy to under/iand, that it was neceſlary NN at 
further to ſecure my good intelligences, by making me 4 preſent i ©: 
upon which Mr. 3 gave Tort 500 l. ſterling, for m | 
acceptance, Such are the terms of Mr. Morphy © N 
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0 According to Tort, on the contrary, it was Mr. Morphy 
rf who, on ſettling accounts with him, and finding a profit of 


300 l. ſterling, more than he had calculated, propoſed, to make 
1 facrifice of it to me, as an indemnification, in part, for the 
loſs I had juſt ſuſtained. 

Nothing can be more contradiftory, On the one hand, 
it is ſomtimes Mr. Morphy, and ſometimes Mr. Tort, who 
propoſes the preſent. On the other, this pretended gift of 
0ol, ſterling, was made to me ſolely, in conſideration, of the 
protetion I granted; and the epoch preceded my aſſociation 
with Mr. Morphy. It was not then, deſigned to indemnify. 
me for a loſs, I could not yet have ſuſtained 

Again, it is Mr. Morphy, who gives the 5ool. out of his 


on 
no, on my to Mr. Tort, to remit to me, This ſum then, was 
de not the reſult of a gain. 


Let us proceed further: Tort has maintained, in his exami- 
nations at the Baſtile, that this money, which he paid me, 
tclonged to him; and that, not to wound my — he 
rave me to underſtand, that he remitted it to me only, as 
being the product of a ſmall private and ſucceſsful operation, 
for which Mr, Morphy had the integrity to account with me, 
thiugh he was not obliged to ds it. | 

What accumulated falſchoods ! If the tranſaction had been 
performed for me, where was the extraordinary honefty of 
counting with me for it? They were obliged to do it; 
and in this caſe, how could the ſum in queſtion 2x thr either 
0 Morphy or Tort, who both pretend they furniſhed it ? 

According to Tort, I knew that Mr. Morphy was my 
went, For what integrity then, could I be indebted to him ? 

According to Me I had not yet jobbed with him, at 
the æra of this event. How then could it be poſſible to per- 
luade me, that this money aroſe from a ſucceſsful operation ? 
| Tort and Morphy, by their own account, make me to have 
pbbed only once with Morphy, How then could I poſſibly 
telieve, that I had won and loft by the ſame tranſaction? 

Tort adds, that out of gratitude, I forced him to accept 
teen or ſixteen guineas to buy tooth-picks, In his confron- 
ation he extends this r to twenty or twenty-five 
Cuinegs; and Roger, to whom Tort had related it, made it 
mount, in his confrontation, to thirty or ' thirty-ffve. Did 
ver impoſture ſhew itſelf more openly ? | 

Repulſed by Mr. Morphy, as well as by Mr. Bourdieu, Tort 
Wdrefſes himſelf to Mr. Salvadore, ſtill without letting me 
know of it. I loſe again, and Tort pretends, that J attri- 
ted this loſs » to the difficulty England had made to — 

2 hen, 


Mp 21 
hen, many days before, I knew, as I. ſhall expoſe in the 
55 that this power offtred to ſet France and Spain K example 
F diſar ming. | | | 
Loa, on the 20th of March, he engages Mr. Bourdieu 
to job for me; and becauſe I did not find the tranſactions 
conſiderable enough, he executes others, by means of Mr, 
Tine whom neither he nor I knew. 
- Fort deviſed this method, the beginning of April, but Ma- 


dame Moriencourt had contrived it for herſelf in the month of 


March ; by making uſe alſo of my name, to make Theluſſon 
Job fifteen days, or three weeks before Mr. Tort, accordin 
his own account, had mentioned it to me for the ff 
time. This: fact is proved by Theluſſon's depoſition and 
rontation, 
The two tranſactions of Bourdieu and Theluſſon, amount- 
ed, according to Tort's complaint, to 368,000/. ferling ; that 
is to ſay, to more than eight millions of our money; and ac- 
cording to his interrogatory, to about 300, oool. ſterling, 
near ſeven millions. of our money; the difference is no leſs 
than fifteen hundred thouſand livres. 

My ſpeculations, at this deciſive æra then, wore founded, 
according to 'Tort's declaration at the Chatelet, on a quar- 
rel between the Spaniſh ambaſſador and Lord Rachfard, relative 

diſarming, and upon the difficulties it occaſioned : a ſyſtem, 
ays he, from which I did not depart, to the very laſt mo- 
ment; and according to his recital at the Baſtile, I was at- 
tached to it, by the news of the march of an Auſtrian army ini 

Poland. Contigual verſions, contrary to each other, and up- 
on the moſt eſſential objects! When the different merchants 
ſhewed any inquietudes, Tort to calm them, excited them, 
ſays be, to come and ſpeak to me: he importuned them a num- 
ber of times upon this ſubject; he adds, that theſe merchants, 
though they ſaw that I was deceiuing myſelf, and that I was 
Pant to be the cauſe of their ruin, conſtantly refuſed him; 
but that they thought of ſoliciting recommendations from 
France, to give them a right to preſent themſelves to me. 

However, Mr. Morphy is ſilent on this head; Mr. . Salva- 

' dore cannot avoy. it, La I ordered my door to be ſhut 

inſt him, as. ſoon as I arrived at London. Wiz can 

Mr. Theluſſon aver it, ſince he never ſaw Tort, Mr. Bout- 

dieu only remains. Tort ſays farther, with reſpe& to him, 

that he did not dare to appear before me, without a miniferid! 

letter in his hand; but Mr. Bourdieu depoſes, that it was 
Tort who ſolicited him to procure one from Paris, 
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| Near gte is this advice to ſend for ſuch a letter 
To be on the brink of ruin, and inſtead of endeavouring, in 
a caſe, ſo urgent that no time was to be loſt; to prevent it by 
coming to an explanation with me, to deviſe writing to 
France for recommendations, To job for millions for any 
perſon, and to imagine- it N to have any other dale 
to obtain acceſs to him Beſides, Tort kept me in the be- 
lief, that all theſe merchants were ignorant of the ſhare I had 
in their game; how then would he have dazed to haye brought 
them to me, for 1 14 n en! 

To ſay the truth, 1 am afraid 1 ſhall weary both my judges 
and my readers, hy animadverting on ſo many — — 3 
but. howy would it be, if I did not paſs over multitudes in 
ſlence? Tort does not pronounce a e word, nor touch 
upon one fact, but either his own ſpeeches, or thoſe. of his 
witneſſes, inſtantly prove the contrary, _.. tor Mts 0 
. I muſt however oppoſe them to each other, on the parti= 
culars of his flight. According to him, on his interroga- 
tories at the Chatelet, on Saturday the 20th of April, he came. 
into my chamber. I have thoroughly examined, ſaid I to, 
him, all the meaſures we talked over yeſterday. evening, and 
[ think verily, the beſt, expedient is for you to leave London; 
the creditors, informed of your departure, willcome to me; 
| tell you before-hand, that I will deny the part I have had 
in your proceedings, and even that I will blame you for 
them; but at the ſame time, I will tell them that 1 ſhould: 
de ſorry to ruin you; and that if they will not make the af, 
fair public, J will arrange matters with them. My advice is, 
that you ſhould fly. to Switzerland, Tort only. repreſented: 
to me, that he ſhould rather chule to. go te [tely, and-ace. 
quieſced in all theſe diſpoſitions, without any difficulty.. -- - - 
On his interrogatories at the Baſtile, he declared to me, 
on the contrary, without reſerve, that he would not expetriate- 
himſelf and as I perſiſted in my firſt advice, he determined 
to promile every thing, but to follow only his own opinion. 
He ſays, that I engaged not to write to France againſt him 
till eight or ten days after his departure, and he makes- no 
mention of any arrangement which I had agreed upon with 
nah xrlative to my creditors. Such are his different xe»! 
eltals. . Ga 
Now, from the, 12th of April, he had announced to Meſſts. 
Roger and Vachon, the neceſſity he ſhould, be under to ab- 
cand. He had confirmed this deſign to them on the 18th. 
Roper has expreſsly declared, that on the evening before his 
@parture, and on the-preceding evening, Tort told — urf 


} 
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| nen himſclf for me, and that he ſhould leave England t go 

N The project of abſconding was then, the effect of his own 
free will. He had formed it eight days before the time at 
which: he ſuppoſes I inſpired him with it; and two days be- 
fore, he had choſen Turin for his retreat. | | 

And how could I be apprehenſive that the creditors would 
apply to me for payment ? I was then under the perſuaſion, 
it cannot” be too often repeated after Tort, that they never 
knew, nor ſuſpected me to be their employer, nor their debtor, 

Moreover, he himſelf has faid, that it was at the inſtant of 
his departure, that he charged Vachon to inform me that the 
creditors knew all. Vachon, in his confrontation, does not 
allow this; but it reſults at leaſt from Tort's affertion, that 
F was ighorant of-the matter till then ; and if ignorant, what 
purſuit, what eclat had I to fear on their part ? Even what 
arrangement could I take with them, fince he had not made 
known to me, my agents? The converſation then, that Tort 
pretends I had with him, is quite ſenfeleſs. Though he had 
promiſed me, ſays he, to tranſport himſelf te Italy, he was 
reſolved not to expatriate himſelf ;- and he allows, in another 

ace, that he had charged Vachon to fend his baggage to 

im in Italy, and that his intention was 0 go there, accord- 
ing to the agreement we had made together, 4: 

1 refuſed him, ſays he likewiſe, a note for the money 
had lent me, amounting, according to him, to 50c00 livres ;* 
under pretence, that it was dangerous for me, in this caſe, 
that be ſhould have a fingle line of my writing z and in an in- 
ſtant after, he forgets this reaſon ; I offer him a paſſport figned 
by me, which could not be executed, becauſe the ſecretary 
charged with this buſineſs was not at the hotel. 

Now this ſecretary was Mr. Roger, of whom, he ſays, in 
another place, he took leave, It muſt be acknowledged that 
this paſſport wouid have agreed very well with what I was 
to ſay to the merchants, concerning T ort's bankruptcy, and to 
circulate in public for my juſtification. In this manner his 
fable, ill wrought in all its parts, deſtroys itſelf. 

Let us endeavour nevertheleſs, to premiſe by what means 
he propoſes to make uſe of it, to prop up an accuſation falling 
into ruin on all fides. I 

He does not preſent any writing of mine, I have already 
mentioned it; but he pretends that he has had ſome in his 

| | power 
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power ; he talks of a memoir under my hand, containing 
queſtions relative to ſtock-jobbing ; and although I burnt, as 
de ſays, this memoir, when he brought it me back with the 
anſwers to my queſtions, he erects it into a literal proof, as 
deciſive againſt me; as if one could therein read at preſent, 
the moſt preciſe commiſhon on my part to him, and all the 
merchants his aſſociates, 

How engage Tort upon ſuch a chimera ? As I have 
fought him upon ſo many other objects; that is to ſay, with 
his own weapons. E | 

According to his interrogatory at the Baſtile, I gave him 
this writing, and ſaid to him poſitively the 20th or 22d of 
December, You will job for my account in the public funds. 

According to his complaint at the Chatelet, I only fig- 
niked on the 20th or 22d of December, that I ſhould have 
w averſion to ſpeculate in the funds, Some days paſſed with- 
out my giving any poſitive order. After this, one morning, I 
make enquiries concerning the merchants. Some days after, 
| charge Tort to addreſs himſelf to Mr. Bourdieu, and it is 
not alf then at laſt, that I gave him the writing in queſtion. 

On the interrogatory at the Baſtile, this writing was only @ 
wte which I wrote before Tort, upon a ſheet of wrapping pa- 
fer. In the complaint, it was a memoir, containing ſeve 
queſtions that I had dige/ted for that purpoſe. 

On the interrogatory at the Baſtile, he brings me back the 
writing the ſecond morning. In the complaint, it was on the 
morrow, 

On the interrogatory at the Baſtile, I ſo expreſsly en- 
joined ſecreſy, that he conceals from me his having ſhewn the 
aginal of my writing to Mr. Bourdieu. Sa 

On the interrogatory at the Chatelet, it was me who or- 
dered him to ſhew my own memoir to Mr. Bourdieu, **You 
will let him ſee it.” This order to ſhew a memoir of my 
writing, is very conſiſtent, it muſt be confeſſed, with the plan 
of myſtery which Mr. Tort imputes to me. In defiance of 
the ſecreſy I had enjoined him, Tort does not confine him- 
ſelf in the violation of it to Bourdieu alone. My memoir, 
lays he, was /cen and read by ſeveral perſons who can y to it. 
Thus, there is not a ſingle circumſtance in this little fact 
p which Mr. Tort does not expoſe himſelf, and offer an 
inſult to truth, What then, remains proved on this ſub- 
|}? Not the exiſtence of the pretended memoir in my hand 
writing ; but the treachery of which Tort accuſes himſelf, 
und it is with a very T face he declares himſelf guilty of 

_ | 4 it; 
| 


a * * - x 2 I +a4% * 


[4] 
' it; for ho are the perſons to whom he alledges that he 


ſhewed this writing, notwithſtanding my prohibition ? 
Mr. Bourdieu has confefled, that be did not know my hand 
writing. Vachon has declared, he never ſaw the writing in 
queſtion. *Roget bas not ſeen it, any more than the reſt; 
but he affirms, that Vachon had told him he had ſeen it. Theſe 
facts are fo ſtated in their confrontations. 

Delpech mentions a note of five or ſix lines; but a me- 
moir conſiſting of ſeveral queſtions would have taken up a 
longer ſpace. This ſame Delpech adds, in his confronta- 
tion, that Tort and Mr. Bourdieu had converſed with him con- 
cerning it. | | 

Now, on the one hand, Tort has never quoted Delpech 
on this pretended fact, in which Tort himſelf however is 
made a party; on the other, Mr. Bourdieu has never au- 
thenticated this pretended teſtimony of Delpech, though he 
ought to have done it, ſince, having declared that he did not 
know hand writing, he ſhould not have failed to have 
cited Delpech, as having atteſted it to him. 

The truth of the matter is, that I never gave Tort any 
memoir of this nature, that he muſt have drawn it up him- 
ſdf to deceive Mr: Bourdieu ; or, if I had thrown together 
any ideas upon paper, relative to the public funds, it muſt 
have been done with the ſame difpoſition, that I might have 
ſketched others, upon the different objects of government, 
and "Tort muſt have taken this paper from my table, and 
made uſe of it for his ſchemes. 
For want of ' writings under my hand, Tort, . oppoſes 
againſt me, letters iſſuing from his own. He wrote one to 
me from Dover, and another ſrom Chantilly; and becauſe 
I did not think of preſerving them, he compoſes them at 
preſent from imagination. 
Is it not ſufficient for my purpoſe to obſerve, that I ſhewed 
the letter from Dover, at the time of receiving it, to Ma- 
dame Moriencourt? I would have ſhewn it likewiſe to Mr. 
Thbeluſſon, but Madame Moriencourt had given him an ac- 
count-of its contents, and he anſwered me, that he knew 
them by heart. Madame Moriencoart and Mr. Theluſſon 
fay, in their depofittons, that this letter was far from re- 
ſpectful, becauſe it was neceſſary they ſhould ſay ſomethin 
about it; but they confeſs, and particularly Theluſſon in bis 


confrontation, that there was nothing in it relative to flack- 
jobbing, my to Torts flight, as preſcribed by me; and accord- 
ing to Tort, he gave me notice in this letter from Dover, 
that the creditors knew I was their real debtor, He wrote 
me, 
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, ſays he, this facl. His own witneſſes belie him upott 
this aflertion What judgment then ſhall we form of the 
letter from Chantilly, which, according to this plan, could 
de only a more ample confirmation of the firſt ? Both letters 
'are rendered null, by this circumſtance alone, | 

Tort's laſt reſource is an argument, which he propoſes; 
He could have had no intereſt, ſays he, to perſuade the Eng- 
liſh bankers, that I was. concerned with them in their job- 
bing accounts, if it had not been fo, in reality; becauſe 
Mr. Morphy had offered to; let- him job conſtantly with him, 
and to ho him one third 'of all profits; without making 
him accountable for any loſſes that might ariſe ; which was 
more advantageous for him, than to job for half profit and 
loſs, an advantage which he perſevered in refuſing, as he de- 
clares, after the firſt tranſaction with that merchant, that he 
might attend ſolely to mine. | 

[ reply, that Mr. Morphy, in his firſt depoſition, makes 
this generous offer to Tort, only as the effect of his firſt 
tranſport, 2nd of his belief that Tart enjoyed the poſt of ſecretary 

the embaſſy. . In his third, indeed, he has given us to un- 
erſtand, that he had repeated the ſame offers; but it muſt 
de remembered, that this is poſterior to the important projets 
of the depoſition for Herzuells, of which mention is made in 
the letter found among Tort's papers. 1 

In the ſecond place, 1 anſwer, that Roger has declared, 
that Tort at the inſtant of his departure, charged him to go 
and get his tranſactions with the houſe of Herzuello covered 
tranſactions which could not be mine, ſince it is certain, 
the confeſſion of Morphy and Tort, that Morphy refuſed to 
jb for me, after the Joſs of 1 300l ſterling,» which happened 
in February. It is evident then, that Fort eontinued job- 
"ng upon his own account. | 5 | 

aſtly, I retort the argument upon himſelf. 

He has juſt told us, that he might have played for a third 
ef the profits, without loſs, and that he preferred playing 
forme. What ! he rather choſe to do my bufineſs, by deceiv- 
ng me, than to do his own quietly, and without riſk, Dur- 
ng four months, he expoſed his maſter unworthily ; but it is 
o ſerve him that he thus expoſes him. That his whole con- 
duct ſhould have been one continued ſcene of treachery, 
pretended to be uſeful, but in reality diſhonorable for me, 
nd dangerous to himſelf; and that he ſhould have preferred 
this intricate, painful, odious plan, to the ſimple and ſafe 
due of making his own fortune, are contraſts revolting to 
common ſenſe, - 3 
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But on the contrary, the whole is explained, if Tort jobbed 
| for his own acconnt. Eager and indelicate as he was, it was 
neceſſary for him, in order to acquire credit with the Engliſh 
bankers, to borrow the ambaſſador's name; and in order to 
animate and keep up their confidence, it was likewiſe te. 
222 that he ſhould chuſe co-operators and meſſengers in 

houſe of that ambaſſador, and divide among them, ac- 


cording to his energetic expreſſion, all the ſentiments of bis 


Tort's Accuſation bears all the Marks of the moſt abſurd 
' Impoſture. It cannot be true. . 
In the firſt place, let the circumſtances of Tort's flight, 
and of his ſubſequent detention, be duly weighed. 
If he had quitted London by my order, and to ſerve me, 
would he have enjoined Roger and Vachon, at the very in- 
ſtant of his flight, to anſwer me, if I interrogated them on 
his departure, that they knew nothing about it. Would he 
have gone without his effects; even his linen, fo as to be 
found having ſhirts made for him at Chantilly.? Would he 
have refuſed to have taken a chaife in the neighbourhood of 
the Hotel of France? Would he have waited till the foot- 
man was ready to get into the carriage with him, before he 
gave him orders to accompany him to Dever, telling him, at 
the ſame time, that he was going to France by my orders ? 
Would he have prevented this domeſtic from returning to 
the Hotel to leave the he had in his cuſtody ? — at 
Dover, would he have demanded with ſuch extreme earneſt- 
neſs, that he ſhould be embatked on the ſpot, in the middle 
of the night, without being willing to wait the return of 2 
bye-baat, or even a ſingle for the ſailing of. the packet- 
boat? Would he have imparted one defign to Mr. Factor 
at Dover, and another to Mr. Caffiery at Calais? Would 
he have taken fo many myſterious precautions at Montreuil, 
and in the whole caurſe of his rout ? Would he have been 
- afraid to preſent himfelf to the Commander de Guines at 
Paris? In fine; would all the particulars of his flight be 
ſound to correſpond with the conduct of Salvadore, with 
that of Roger and Vachon his confidents, and to be quite 
contrary to mine. 29 85 Fare , 
> Who chen did Tort fly from ſo precipitately ? From bis 
. Ereditors, when they, according to the laws of England, 
could neither arreſt him, nor bring any action at law — 
him on a ſtock- jobbing n above all, mit any 
perſon belonging to the houſhold of an ambaſſador? No, it 


Was not his creditors ; it was me whom he feared : me, ny 
nam 
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name he had ſo often abuſed in ſo many reprehenſible ways, 
He did not doubt, but his prevarications would come to my 
knowledge, as ſoon as he was gone; and he choſe to ſteal 
way from England to avoid a puniſhment there, the juſtice 
of which he was conſcious of ; and to prevent it in France, 
by criminal imputations. This is the natural and true ex. 
A ation of his flight, which was a characteriſed eſcape. 
The event has juſtihed his fears: I impeached him: I de- 
manded and obtained his arreſt : his detention then, was.my 
own act; I confeſs it, and et me be tried thereupon. 

What |. Had Tort by an act of the moſt extraordinary ge- 
geroſity rendered himſelf voluntarily my victim! Had he 
ſactificed his honour to the preſervation of mine! And have 
| given him for his reward, impriſonment and fetters ! Will 
any one attribute to me ſuch a ſtrange perverſeneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, to treat with ſuch cruelty, a ſervant, whoſe zeal had 
merited all my gratitude ? At leaſt, no one will think me ca- 


— 


And what intereſt then, could I have to put a man into the 
hands of adminiſtration, who, for four years, knew even 
my very thoughts? WI | 

If I had the leaſt thing of any nature whatever to re- 
proach myſelf with, it would rather have been greatly for 
ny. intereſt, to have ſecured his filence by genteel 83 
inſtead of exaſperating him, by an unexampled perfidy. 
Beſides, could I be certain that I had never had any un- 
S Admitted continually as he was into my ca- 
dinet, in poſſeſſion of my entire confidence, could he not eaſily 
lave ſurpriſed a few lines, or have ſtolen ſome ſignaturefromi me? 
_ Theſe reflections wauld have made me ſhudder, if I had 
deen guilty; and indeed, innocent as I am, it is a happi- 
neſs they did not ſtop my proceedings. - 
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d But, they were ſo far from having put a ſtop to them, that 
il, u letter dated June 24th 1771, which will be annexed 
en the trial, I expreſsly, demanded, and required from the 


miniſtry, that the queſtion ſhould be put to Tort in the 
lrongeſt terms: Whether he jobbed for me in the public 
lunds ? This fact is avowed by Tort in his confrontation. 

I not only cauſed him to be queſtioned in the cloſeſt man- 
ner upon Kon would haye been my own crime ; but, in- 
ited by the Duke de Yrillier's letter of the 3oth of June, 
1773, to conſent that Tort ſhould be baniſhed from Paris, and 


nſt Fa approaching within twenty leagues of that city; 

my 7 inſiſted on a ſeverer puniſhment. , . 

it ind ſhould. I have cauſed him to be thus interrogated 

oſe I won a point that I may. have wiſhed to bury for ever 
: 2 | 


pable of ſuch an iniquity, but upon the footing of intereſt. 
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- and;ſhould I by a rigorous refuſal, have completely ſet againſt 
me, a man, already exaſperated by his impriſonment ; a man, 
who notwithſtanding, had had the generoſity to ſpare me, 
and who was at length on the point of being reduced to 
gage by my perſecution. f | 

I Theſe are reflections which amount to proofs in my favour, 
but, in fine, would they have a geometrical demonſtration, 
if I may be allowed the expreſſion? Here it is, and it is the 
laſt blow 1 ſhall ſtrike at the accuſation brought againſt me. 

Poſſeſßon of the Falkland Iflands baving been reſtored to 
England, the deciſive queſtions between France, Spain, and 
that power, in the months of March and April 1771, which 
the public were ignorant of, and which muſt have fixed 
the riſe or fall of the funds, were, | 

1. Spain ſbaula conſent 10 diſarm, and to fallow in this 
point, the example which England bad propoſed to give. 

2. If Spain ſbould rely for the evacuation of Falkland /Iſland 
by Englang, on the little intereſt that power could find in keep- 
ing them. 
hrs he ſpeculations of the Engliſh bankers at theſe periods, 
were not founded on the true objects of theſe two political 

queſt ions; but ſolely, on the aſſurance T ort gave them in my 
name, that France and Spain would not diſarm firſt; and as 
theſe bankers were at the ſame time of opinion, that England 
would not ſef the example of — they concluded, that 
from hence, diſagreeable conſequences and difficulties would 
ariſe, which would bring on a war, or at leaſt, a confidera- 
ble fall of the ſtocks. This is the motive related in all their 
depoſitions, in all their confrontatians, It was this opinion 
which determined them to job for war, and which, by that 
means, braught on their loſſes. It was an error, and it was 
not poſſible it ſhould have entered into my mind; I was 
certain of the contrary. 4 
I hope, from the King's juſtice and neſs, that his 
Majeſty will graciouſly inform his tribunals, and manifeſt to 
them the truth of the four following facts. 2 
. FinsT Facr. That England offered France and Spain to 
give them the example of diſarming'; and that that power 
never varied en this point from the 8th of March, the epo- 
cha when I was acquainted with it (epocha anterior to the 
tranſactions of Tort in March) to the 7th of April, (the la 
| epocha of the tranſactions Tort attributes to me.) 
_  Seconn Fact. That on the 5th of April, I bad received 
the diſpatch from my court, of the 28th of March, which 
. poſitively <ESPanF ar to me, that France did not _ te 
2 | d an 21:00. & lh 
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fallow the example given by England of diſarming, and that 


Spain concurred with France on this point. 

Tura Fact. That the diſpatch of the 4th of April, 
which arrived at London on the 7th or 8th, as poſitive 
announced to me, that Spain was determined to rely on his 
Britannic Majeſty and his miniſtry, for the evacuation of 
Falkland Iſlands. | 1. 1 ä 

Tort neither regiſtered, nor knew of theſe diſpatches. 

FouxTa Fact. That on the 14th of April, I knew for 
a certainty, that the anſwer of Spain, left no further poſſible 
object of diſpute between the three powers. | 
It reſults from hence, in the firſt place, as to Salvadore, 
that I could not poſſibly be concerned in a loſs, founded upon 
a pretended fact, advanced by me, that the Engliſh had ſtarted 
a difficulty with reſpect to diſarming about the middle of 
March ; 2 from the 8th, I knew on the contrary, that 


Faoland propoſed to ſet the example of diſarming ; and as to 
Mifleurs tarts 4 Tbeluſſon, Meir cond not dire& 
their ſpeculations in the month of March, founded on the 
difficulties that were to ariſe on England's refuſmg to diſarm be- 
fire France and Spain, when I knew, on the contrary, that 


I bad been the firſt to offer it. 

Secondly, That if I had been fo ſtupid as to have ordered 
ſuch ſpeculations, I ſhould have cauſed them to have been 
wered on the 5th of April, upon the arrival of the diſpatch 
of the 28th of March; and, at all events, that I ſhould not 
have preſcribed the tranſaction of the 7th of April. 0 

Thirdly, That the diſpatch of the 4th of April, received 
on the 7th or 8th, muſt, at laſt, have opened my eyes, ſince 
the queſtion of the reciprocal diſarming, and that of the eva- 
cuation of Falkland Iflauds, the only objects of diſpute, were 
both of them, according to the diſpatches of March 28th, 
and April 4th, ſettled to the ſatisfaction of the three courts. 

Fourthly and Laſtly, That on the 14th of April, I ſhould 
have been in time to have cauſed the tranſactions to have 
deen covered; Meſſeurs Bourdieu and Theluſſon having con- 
leſſed in their confrontations, that it would have been ſuffi- 
cient to have known the anſwer of Spain, on the ſixteenth, or 
tyen on the eighteenth, to have gained immenſely. "x 

I ſhould then at leaft have jobbed for peace, inſtead of 
ſtupidly waiting for my ruin, which every thing had an- 
nounced to me. 1 61 1 
. Each of the four facts taken ſeparately, deſtroys all Tort's 
ealumnies. What effect then ought they not to produce when 
united ? If T had jobbed, 7 Poult 
Propolition ſhould decide the cauſe, 
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have gained. This ſingle | 


* 8 
— — — —y— —— ad - Aw * — — — - — 1 = L © - a . 
COR - * — T pa 4 — — = = _—_— a = = 
— — act — — -« * — — 4 = — — - 8 — 2 — 22 7 
4 * 3 4 ws 4 1 = . 8 o 
* 1 * A N 


— — 
4 * 
— —_— __ — 
- — 
— It 
* 


— tr 
LD — 
„ 
_ 


ez 


[46] 


er CURBES: £4 i 682 16 

' Proof of the crimes of Meſſieurs Tort, Roger and Deljech, 
FTER having annihilated Tort's imputations, I reſume 

4 my function of accuſer, | 

23 295 > 7 Fi head 0 int. n 

This firſt head = pets 1 — Delpech, and the proof of 

Ft exiſts in writing, under the hand of Delpech himielf. 

1 complained, that both together, acting in concert, have 
calumniated my perſon and character in imputing to me. before 
my departure from Paris, a culpable connivance at the ma- 

—  neeuvres which they meditated, which they had even then com- 
menced, and of which England was to be the theatre, 
This calumny is conſigned in Delpech's letter, to a maſter 
of languages in London: the letter is annexed to the proceed. 
; We have already ſeen the contents. 
His excellency knuws very well that we do buſineſs at Londm, 
und be fbuts bis eren, | | | | 
I fatter myſelf that my conduct in England is perſecty 
Eno, I appeal to it in point of opinion; and as to legal proof, 
I demand it of Tort and Delpech. They muſt demonſtrate, 
how, and upon what object, the King's ambaſſador ſhut his eyes: 
os, by this fingle letter, they are proved tu be calumniators, 
and convicted of having. injured, in the higheft degree, the 
character of the repreſentative of the King's perſon. 
To this letter are joined ſeveral depoſitions, which prove that 
Tort and Delpech have abuſed my name upon many fimilar 
occaſions ; have deſcribed me as the abettor and protector 
e all their little, low intrigues. - I obferve beſides, that Del- 
pech's letter, at the ſame time that it announces a contraband 
trade then exiſting, - announces alſo, that the profits of this 
- contraband were to form the funds for a future tock-jobbing, 
Perhaps this may be the laft firoke of this kind we ſhall firite 
at London, but it will furniſh us the means of makmg one of another 
. nature, and of greater conſequente. © + ' 1 
It is evident, that Tort and Delpech were preparing to job 
ſor their own account, befote they had conceived the deſign of 
. repreſenting me as the director and accomplice of their jobbing 
accounts, in the ſame manner as they had made me the pro- 
- $ector of their ſmuggling. - + n 
e . 
Tbe ſecond head of my complaint falls upon Tort alone. Wm 
| ly arrived at F he endeavoured to draw in theee vun 
"Frenchmen, Meffieurs Beaumont, Darnauld, and Fayau, * kid 
R | 1 
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with him in the public funds ; which, of itſelf, was a criminal 
failure in his duty as a ſecretary, becauſe his jobbing could 
anly be founded on a knowledge of political events: he muſt 
indicate the ſentiments of my Court; objects, reſpecting which, 
he was, by his office, bound to obſerve the moſt profound ſilende. 

Tort was not ſatisfied with the deſign of: affociating himſelf 
with the three Frenchmen to job in the funds; he even went io 
far, as.to offer to ſell them for 500 louis, the intelligence they might 
want, intelligence which could only be taken from my diſ- 
zatches, Theſe facts are proved in the cauſe, by the depolitions 
of theſe merchants. It is proved alſo, by two other depoſitions, 
that Tort made the ſame offers to an Engliſh merchant: | 

Mr. Morphy has depoſed further, that he had a treaty with 
Mr. Tort for an exact and daily communication of every thing that 
gaſſed in my cabinet, and of the contents as well. of my diſpatches, 
1 of thoſe from my court. | | ae l . 

Moreover, Mr. Bourdieu has declared, that the agreement 
he made with Tort, to job in the funds, was, that the latter 
ſould inform bim of facts: which was preciſely the eſſence of 
my correſpondence, . He adds, that Tort regularly informed 
him; that he even informed one of Mr. Bourdieu's friends, 
whom Tort knew to be intimately connected with the —— 

dy 
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miniſtry. "Theſe are facts, proved by the depoſition, 
the confrontation of Mr. Bourdieu with me. 
In the ſame predicament ſtand all the aſſociations he made 
rich the other merchants by borrowing my name; all the 
ſorgeries he made uſe of to perſuade them that they were job- 
bing by my orders, and for my intereſt ; all his impoſtures 
relpecting me; which, demonſtrated as they now are, to be 
nothing but calumnies, become ſo many outrages againſt my 
perſon; againſt my character; and ſo many frauds, deſerving 
de ſevereſt chaſtiſement. | ng 
| Third Head. 


It concerns Tort and Roger. | 22 941 
Roger has ſerved and ſeconded Tort. in his underhand deal - 
Mes with the merchants, whom he deceived, and to whom he 
proſtituted my name. 8 1 22323 1 

They conjointly committed the infidelity of the 5th of * 
771. Juſt as I had received the diſpatch of the 28th of 

h, which informed me of the determination of the courts 
of France and Spain, to follow the example England had con- 
lantly offered to give them, from the 8th of March, af dil- 
mung; Tort, who did not'know of this diſpatch, and whe 
winted to corroborate to Chollet, the opinion I entertained, as he 
kid, that difficulties would ariſe on the ſubject of diſarming; | 

enga ; 
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engages Roger to communicate to Mr. Chollet, 2 private pia 
which my ſecretary of the embaſſy had given him to copy. | 
-. Roger conſents, and lets Chollet take an extra? from it 
It is eaſy to conceive to what a degree ſuch an infidelity tends 
to injure both the King's affairs and his ambaſſador, 

I am informed, that Roger, in his re-examination, has ac. 
cuſed himſelf of a miſtake on his interrogatory ; he has de- 
clared, that.my ſecretary of the embaſly did not give him the 
piece in queſtion to tranſcribe. - Who does he flatter himſelf 
to.impoſe upon, by a denial which follows the moſt ſolemu 
confeſſion ? . LEP | 

Roger was a priſoner at the time that he was interrogated; 
the truth came from his own mouth two days ſucceſſively ; he 
was then left to himſelf. Being ſince ſet at liberty, he has fol- 
lowed. the advice of others, and his preſent evaſions ſerve on- 
Iy to prove how ſenſible he is of the enormity of his fault, 

+ Thecriminal information offers traces, or rather proofs, of 
crunes of another nature, committed-likewiſe both by Tort 
and Delpech, | | * 
The firſt, at the time of his reſidence at Berlin, employed 
himſelf in diſcovering my cyphers. The impunity with which 
he made theſe eſſays, as they then remained concealed, em: 
boldened a man, who conſiders fortune as the firſt of bleſſings, 
to engage in greater enterpriſes. . - - - -- | 
- The: ſecond, has circulated- bills of exchange drawn by 
him, upon which he has forged the acceptances of Mr. Boyer, 
my agent, or ſteward, . 8 
And now, behold what fort of men they are, and on what 
kind of accuſation an ambaſſador of France has been expoſed 
for three years in the eyes of all Europe! What underhand 
and obſcure accuſations has not the ſpirit of cabal and in- 
II again me ? . / 44 4 SI 
dor a long-time I difdained to make any reply, but fincs 
the exceſs of theſe calumnies has changed an affair, miniſte- 
rial in its; principle and nature, into a regular trial, I have 
been obliged at laſt, in deſtroying them by a public refutation, 
to ſhew to England and to France, what, without doubt, they 
before'took-for granted, ſolely from the different rank in lite 
af the accuſer and the aceuſed. They will applaud them» 
ſelves, I hope, on finding truth, innocence, juſtice and ho- 
nour-in renſity, on the fide where they wiſhed to meet with 


| Signed, The CounT pg Guixss: | 
LzTounxzav, Proc, [Prefer or Attorney. | . 
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J authentic Copy of the CHARTER granted by their 
Majefties King William and Queen Mary, to the 
hhbabitants of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, in New England. 


ILLIAM and Mary, by the grace of God, of Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King and 
Queen, defenders of the faith, &c. To all to whom 

& preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas his late Ma- 

h King James the Firſt, our royal predeceſſor, by his let- 

patents under the great ſeal of England, bearing date at 

tlminſter the third day of November, in the eighteenth year 
bs reign, did give and grant unto the council eſtabliſhed at 
nouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 
ing, and governing of New-England, in America, and 
heir ſucceſſors and aſſigns, all that part of America lying 
being in breadth from forty degrees of northerly latitude, 

[the equinoCtial line, to the ny hth degree of the ſaid 

terly latitude, incluſively, and in length of and within 

de breadth aforeſaid, throughout all the main lands, from 
to ſea, together alſo with all the firm lands, ſoils, grounds, 
us, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines, and minerals, 

el royal mines of gold and filver, as other mines and mi- 

precious ſtones, quarries, and all and ſingular other. 

modities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchifes, 
preheminences, both within the ſaid tract of land 

n the main, and alſo within the iſlands and ſeas adjoin- 

Provided always, that the ſaid lands, iſlands, or any 

remiſſes, by the ſaid letters patents intended and meant 

granted, were not then actually poſſeſſed or inhabited 
uy other Chriſtian prince or ſtate, or within the bounds 
or territories of the ſouthern' colony, then before 
ted by the ſaid late King James the Firſt, to be 

Kd by divers of his gd. in the ſouth parts. — 

av 
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have and to hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and ſingular thy 
aforeſaid continent, lands, territories, iſlands, hereditaments 
and precincts, ſeas, waters, fiſhings, with all and all man 
ner of their commodities, royalties, liberties, preheminences 
and Pm: that ſhould from thenceforth ariſe from thenc 
with all aud ſingular their appurtenances, and every pa 
and. parcel thereof, unto the. ſaid council, and theie fun 
ſors and aſſigns, for ever, to the ſole and proper uſe and be 
nefit of the ſaid council, and their — and aſſigns, fc 
ever: to be holden of his ſaid late Majeſty, King James 
Firſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Ea 
Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common (c 
cage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice, Yieldir 
and paying therefore to the faid late King, his heirs and ſu 
ceffors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and ſilver, whi 
ſkould, from time to time, and at alt times then after ha 
pen, to be found, gotten, had, and obtained, in, at, or wi 
in any of the ſaid lands, limits, territories, or precinds, 
in, or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in reſpe& 
all and all manner of duties, demands, and ſervices what! 
ever, to be done, made, or paid to the ſaid late King Ja 
the Firſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, (as in and by the fl | 
ters patents, amongſt ſundry other clauſes, powers, privileg 
and grants therein contained, more at large appearett 
And whereas the ſaid council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth, in 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ing, and 
verning of New-England, in America, did, by their « 
indented under their common ſeal, bearing date the ni 
teenth day of March, in the third year of the reign of 
royal grandfather King Charles the Firſt; of ever bleſſed 1 
morys ive, grant, bargain; ſell, infeoff, alien, and conf 
to Sir ofwell, Sir John Young, Knights, Tho 
Southeott, John Humphreys, John Hadieodk, and Sit 
Whetcombe, their heirs and and their affoci: 
for ever, all that part of New England, in America at 
ſaid, which-lies: and extends between a great river tf 
_ commonly called Monomack, alias Merimack, and a 
other river there, called Charles River, being in a botto! 
à certain bay there, commonly called Maftachuſen, 
Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay, And alſo, al 
ſingular thoſe lands and. hereditaments whatſoever, | 
within · the ſpace of three Engliſh miles, on the fouth ps 
the ſaid Charles River, or of any and every part thereof. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 


gl, all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatfoever, 
Jing and being within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the 
buthward of the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay called Maſſa- 
duſets, alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay. And alſo, 
l thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, which lie and be 
thin the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the northward of 
the ſaid river called Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the 
wrthward of any and every part thereof; and all lands and 
kereditaments 4 — 54 within the limits aforefaid, 
worth and ſouth in latitude, and in breadth, and in leng 4 

id, 


ad longitude, of and within all the breadth afor 

troughout the main lands there, from the Atlantick and 
Weſtern Sea and Ocean on the eaſt part, to the South Sea 
n the weſt part; and all lands and grounds, place and 
aces, foil, woods, and wood-grounds, havens, ports, 
ners, waters, fiſhings, and hereditaments whatſoever, lying 
nithin the ſaid bounds and limits, and every part and par- 
x thereof, And alſo, all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid, 
che ſaid ſeas, or either of them, on the weſtern or eaſtern 
malts or parts of the ſaid tracts of land, by the ſaid inden- 
we mentioned to be given and granted, bargained, fold, 
pſoffed, aliened, and confirmed, or any of them. And 
%, all mines and minerals, as well royal ' mines. of 
jd and filver, as other mines and minerals whatſoever, 
the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or any part thereof; and 
juriſdictions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, im- 
unities, privileges, franchiſes, preheminences, and commo- 
ties whatſoever, which they the ſaid council, eſtabliſhed at 
mouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, rul- 
ig, ordering and governing of New-England, in America, 
den had, or might uſe, exerciſe, or enjoy, in or within the 
ud lands and premiſſes, by the ſame indenture mentioned to 
given, granted, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, and confirm- 
bin or within any part or parcel thereof. To have and 
hold the faid part of New-England, in America, which 
and extends, and is abutted, as aforeſaid, and every part 
ad parcel thereof; and all the ſaid iſlands, rivers,” ports, 
wens, waters, fiſhings, mines, minerals, juriſdictions, 
nuchiſes, royalties, liberties, privileges, commodities, he- 
kuitaments, and premiſſes whatſpever, with the appurtenan- 
ts, unto the ſaid. Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Voung, 
Thomas Southcott, 125 Humphreys, John Endicott, and 
von W hitcombe, | their. heirs and aMgns, and their aſſoei- 
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[ates for ever, to the only proper and abſolute uſe and behoc 
of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Thoma 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simo 
Whitcombe, their heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates, fc 
evermore. To be holden of our ſaid royal grandfathe 
King Charles the Firſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his ma 
nor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free ani 
common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice 
yielding and paying therefore, unto our ſaid royal grandfa 
ther, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the ore of gok 
and ſilver, which ſhould, from time to time, and at all time 
hereafter, happen to be found, gotten, had, and obtained it 
any of the ſaid lands within the ſaid limits, or in or withit 
any part thereof, for and in ſatisfaction of all manner of du 
ties, demands, and ſervices whatſoever, to be done, mad 
or paid to our ſaid royal grandfather, his heirs and ſucce 
ſors, (as in and by the ſaid recited indenture may more a 
large appear). And whereas our ſaid royal grandfather, it 
and by his letters patents, under the great ſeal of England 
bearing date at Weſtminſter the fourth day of March, in th 
fourth year of his reign, for the conſideration therein men 
tioned, did grant and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſ 
well, Sir John Young, Thomas Southcott, John Hum 
phreys, John Endicott, and Simon Whetcombe, and tt 
their aſſociates after named, viz. Sir Richard Saltenſtall 
Enight, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanial Wright, Samue 
Vaſlall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams 
ohn Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
aſſall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, thei 

' heirs and affigns, all the ſaid part of New-England, it 
America, lying and extending between the bounds and li 
mits in the ſaid indenture expreſſed, and all lands anc 
—.— place and places, ſoils, woods, and wood grounds 

| bavens, ports, rivers, waters, mines, minerals, juriſdic 
tions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities 
privileges, franchiſes, preheminences, - and hereditaments 
whatſoever, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, and confirmed, ot 
- mentioned or intended to be given, granted, 45 
ſold, enfeoffed, aliened, and N to them the- ſaid 
Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon _ | 
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e faid recited indenture. T'o have and to hold the faid 
nt of New-England, in America, and other the premiſſes 
ereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, and every 
ut and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, to the ſaid 
&r Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, 
mon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John 
Jen, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
„Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel Brown, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Pincheon, 
George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for ever, to 
heir only proper and abſolute uſe and behoof, for evermore : 
be holden of our ſaid royal grandfather, his heirs and ſuc- 
ors, as of his manor of Eaſt-Greenwich aforeſaid, in free 
d common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſer- 
de; and alſo vielding and paying therefore, to our ſaid roy- 
I grandfather, his heirs and ſucceflors, the fifth part only of 
ll the ore of gold and filver which, from time to time, and at 
ll times after, ſhould be there gotten, had, or obtained, for 

ſervices, exactions, and demands whatſoever, according 
the tenor and reſervation in the ſaid recited indenture ex- 
led. And further, our ſaid royal grandfather, by the ſaid 
tters patents, did give and grant unto'the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, Thomas 
duthcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet- 
babe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matt- 
ew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
wh Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Yaſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
n Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
hal, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
ad affigns, all that ſaid part of New-England, in America, 
Mich lies and extends between a great river there, common- 
Y called Monomack, alias Merimack River, and a certain 
aber river there, called Charles River, being in the bottom 
a certain bay there, commonly called Maſſachuſets, alias 


lar thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying with- 
ot, En the ſpace of three Engliſh miles, on the ſouth part of the 
river called Charles Riyer, or of any or every part 


her heirs and affigns, and to their aſſociates, for ever, by 


latachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay; and alſo all and ſin- 


thereof. 


- 
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| "CHARTER GRANTED TO 
thereof. And alſo, all and ſingular the lands and heredit 


ments whatſoever, Iying and being within the ſpace of th 
Engliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſouthermoſt part 
the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſets, alias Mattachuſetts, al 
Maſſatuſetts Bay. And alſo, all thoſe lands and heredit 
ments whatſoever, which lie and be within the ſpace 
three Engliſh miles to the northward of the ſaid river call 
Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the northward of a 
and every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments wh; 
ſoever, lying within the limits aforeſaid, north and ſouth 
latitude, and in breadth, and in length, and longitude, 
and within all the breadth aforeſaid throughout the x 
lands there, from the Atlantic or Weſtern Sea-and Ocean 
the eaſt part to the South Sea on the welt part; and all lang 
grounds, place and places, ſoils, woods, and wood-land 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, and hereditaments whatſe 
ver, lying within the ſaid bounds and limits, and every 
and parcel thereof. And alſo, all iſlands in America afe 
ſaid, in the ſaid ſeas, or either of them, on the weſtern 
.cafſtern coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands, therel 
mentioned to be given and granted, or any of them; 2 
all mines and minerals, as well royal mines of gold and filve 
as other mines and minerals whatſoeyer, in the faid la 
and premiſſes, or any part thereof; and free liberty of fi 
ing in or within any of the rivers or waters within t 
bounds and limits aforeſaid, and the ſeas thereunto adjoi 
ung ; all fiſhes, royal fiſhes, whales, balene, ſturgeon, 
other fiſhes of what kind or nature ſoever, that ſhould 
any time thereafter be taken in or within the ſaid ſeas 
3 or any of them, by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſwell, 


John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, Thomas Southeo 
John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon W hetcom! 
Iſaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven. Mazthe 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Rich: 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel“ 
tall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adant 
John Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, Will 
Vaſſall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, th 
heirs or affigns, or by any other perſon or perſans what 
ver there inhabiting, by them, or any of them, to be 
zinted to fiſh therein. Provided always, that if the! 
Jands, iſlands, or any the premiſſes before: mentioned, 4 
by the ſaid letters patents laſt mentioned, intended, # 


mc 


. 
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to be granted, were, at the time of the granting of the 
4 former letters patents, dated the third day of November, 
the eighteenth year of the reign of his late Majeſty, King 
nes the Firſt, actually poſſęſſed or inhabited by any ether 
uitian prince or ſtate, or were within the bounds, limits, 
territories of the ſaid ſouthern colony, then before granted” 


call the ſaid King, to be planted by divers of his loving ſub- 
in the ſouth parts of America, That then the ſaid grant 
wha our ſaid royal grandfather ſhould not extend to any ſuch 
th Warts or parcels thereof, ſo formerly inhabited or lying 


thin the bounds of the ſouthern plantation as aforeſaid; 
tas to thofe parts or parcels, ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited by 
u ſuch Chriſtian prince or ſtate, or being within the boun- 
nes aforefaid, ſhould be utterly void. To have and to 
pid, poſſeſs and enjoy, the ſaid parts of New-England, in 
Imerica, which lie, extend, and are abutted, as aforeſaid, 
| every part and parcel thereof; and all the iſlands, rivers, 
pets, havens, waters, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, ju- 
lictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privileges, com- 
wlities, and premiſſes whatſoever, with the appurtenances, 
o the ſaid Sir Henry, Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir 
lichard' Saltenſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, 
vn Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel 
derfey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 
od, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Belling- 
m, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel V affall, Theophilus Eaton, 
omas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel 
Sown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaffall, William 
Fackeon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for 
er; to the only proper and abſolute uſe and behoof of the 
wd Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard 
altenftall, Thomas Southcotr, John Humphreys, John 
Indicatt; Simon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel 
Merſty, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood; - 
creaſe Nowell, . Richard Perry, Richard Be ingham, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Tomas Goffe, Th mas Adams, n Samuel 
town, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſfall, William  - 
heon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for 
FMrmore, to be holden of our ſaid 'royat grandfather, bis 
irs and fucceſſors, as of his manor of Fall Greenwich; in 
de county of Kent, within the realm of England, in- free 
td common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſer- 
3 
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vice; and alſo yielding and paying therefore, to our (aid ro 

- grandfather, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the fifth part only o 
all the ore of gold and filver, which, from time to time, an 
at all times hereafter, ſhould be gotten, had, or obtained 
for all ſervices, exactions, and demands whatſoever, Pre 
vided always, and his Majeſty's expreſs will and meanin; 
was, That only that one fifth part of all the gold and filve 
ore above mentioned, in the whole, and no more, ſhould h 
anſwered, reſerved, or payable unto our ſaid royal grandfe 
ther, his heirs and ſucceſſors, by colour or virtue of the (aig 
laſt mentioned letters patents, the double reſervations or re 
citals aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained notwithſtand 
ing. And to the end that the affairs and buſineſs which 
from time to time, ſhould happen and ariſe concerning the ſaic 
lands, and the plantations of the ſame, might be the bett 
manage and ordered, and for the food government thereof 
our ſaid royal grandfather, King Charles the Firſt, did, b 
his ſaid letters patents, create and make the ſaid Sir Henr 
Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, Thor 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet 
combe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, gona Ven, Mat 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richar 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaſlall, and Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thoma 
Adams, Jobn Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins 
William Vaſſall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft 
and all ſuch others as ſhould'thereafter be admitted and made 
free of the company and ſociety therein after mentioned 
One body corporate and politic in fact and name, by the 

| Abodycor- name of the Governor and Company of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, in New England; and did grant unto them, and the! 
ſucceſſors, divers powers, liberties, and privileges, as in and 
by the faid letters patents may more fully and at large 77 
And whereas the ſaid governor and company of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, in New-England, by virtue of the ſaid letters 
patents, did ſettle a colony of the Engliſh in the ſaid parts 
America, and divers good ſubjects of this kingdom, encou- 
and invited by the ſaid letters patents, did tranſport 
themſelves and their effects into the ſame, N the ſaid 
plantation did become populous, and divers counties 
towns, and places, Pha created, erected, made, and ſet 
forth, or deſigned, within the ſaid parts of America, by the 
faid governor and company, for the time being. + 
: * 00 TI WRereas, 
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ghereas, in the term of the Holy Trinity, in the pay: 
ach year of the reign of our deareſt uncle, King Charles the The fr 
cond, a judgment was given in our court of chancery, charter va- 


neon fitting at Weſtminſter, upon a writ of ſeire facias cated by a 


and ſecuted in the ſaid court againſt the gover- ——— 
ung e, of the Maſſachuſetts — in Neu En anno 186% 
ul; and that the ſaid letters patent of our ſaid royal 4 
her, K ing Charles the Firſt, bearing date at Weſtminſter, 
te fourth day of March, in the fourth yu of his reign, 


la de and granted to the ſaid N an _— of the 
1 


11 llaachuſetts Bay, in New-England, and the enrollment of 
105 ſame, ſhould be cancelled, vacated, and annihilated, and 
ic ld be brought into the ſaid court to be cancelled, (as in 


| by the ſaid judgment, remaining upon record in the ſaid 
kurt, doth more at large appear), And whereas ſeveral The 
ons employed as agents in behalf of our ſaid colony of of that co- 


nble application unto us, that we would be iouſly reincorpo- 


jd nt, as may put them in a better condition of defence; 
5 conſidering as well the ing unto them, as unto our 
* ets in the ſaid colony of the Maſſachuſſetts Bay, our 


ud ordain, That the territories and colonies commonly called The Ma: 
ies, known by the names of the _—_ of the Maſſachuſetts chuſetts, 

e end colony of New-Plymouth, the province of Main, —_— | 
the i territory called Accada, or Nova Scotia; and all that tract age of 
WW (nd lying between the faid territories of Nova Scotia, Main, No- 


V the ſaid province of Main, be erected, united, and in- berg yye 

Mporated : and we do by theſe prefents unite, ere, and made one 

"rporate the ſame into one B al province, by the name of frotince- 
| our 


e Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New-England, have made their loan petiti-  - 


20 


CHARTER GRANTED: TO 


dur province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New-England 


The extent 
and bounds 
of that pro- 
vince. 


and of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere me 
tion, we have given and granted, and by theſe preſens, fe 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, unto o 
good ſubjects the inhabitants of our ſaid province or tert 
tory of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, and their ſucceſſors, all th 
part of New-England, in America, lying and extendi 

from the great river commonly called Monomack, alias M 
rimack, on the north part, and from three miles northwa 
of the ſaid river to the Atlantick or Weſtern Sea or Oce; 
on the ſouth part, and all the lands and hereditaments wh; 
ſoever, lying within the limits aforeſaid, and extending 

far as the outermoſt points or promontories of land cally 
Cape-Cod and Ca — * tag north and ſouth, and in lat 
tude, breadth, and in length, and longitude, of and with 
all the breadth and compaſs aforeſaid, throughout the ma 
land there, from the ſaid Atlantick or Weſtern Sea and Ocea 
on the eaſt part, towards the South Sea, or weſtward, as f 


as our colonies of Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, and the Na 


of | 


inhabitants 


and 7 their 4 
ſucceſſors. 


5 
11 — — - * 


raganſet country. And alſo, all that part and portion of m 
land, beginning at the entrance of Piſcataway Harbour, a 
ſo to paſs up the ſame into the river of Newichwannoc 
and through the ſame into the furtheſt head thereof, 
from thence north-weſtward, till one hundred and twent 
miles be finiſhed, and from Piſcataway Harbour's mout 
aforeſaid, north-eaſtward along the ſea coaſt to Sagadohol 
and from the period of one hundred and twenty miles afort 
ſaid, to croſs over land to the one hundred and twenty mild 
before reckoned up, into the land from Piſcataway harbo 
through Newichwannock river; and alſo, the north-half of ti 
iſles of Shoals, together with the iſles of Capawock, and Na 
tuckett near Cape-Cod aforeſaid ; and alſo, the lands and bd 
reditaments lying and being in the country or territory con 
monly called Accada, or Nova Scotia; and all thoſe landsa 
hereditaments lying and extending between the ſaid country 
territory of Nova Scotia, and the (aid river of Sagadahock 
or any part thereof; and all lands, grounds, places, al 
woods, and wood-grounds, havens, ports, rivers, wate 
and other hereditaments and premiſles whatſoever, hin 


within the ſaid bounds and limits aforeſaid, and every | 


and parcel thereof. And alſo, all iſlands and iſlets Hin 


All. mines --,, © c "go . th 

' mine. Within ten leagues directly oppoſite to the main land, wi 
| = — in the ſaid bounds; and all mines and minerals, as well ro) 
e the mines of gold and ſilver, as other mines and minerals wit 


ſoever, in the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or any part the 
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g have and to hold the ſaid territories, tracts, countries, 
Lids, hereditaments, and all and fingular other the premiſſes, 
th their and every of their appurtenances, to our ſaid ſub- 
kd; the inhabitants of our ſaid province of the Maſſachuſetts 


and 
> MC 
, fc 
0 


ter in New-England, and their ſucceſſors, to their only 
th per uſe and behoof, for evermore : to be holden of us, our 
1dinfirs and ſucceſſors, as of our manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in 


county of Kent, by fealty only in free and common ſoc- 

Wa we: yielding and paying therefore yearly, to us, our heirs, _. 
)ce:Mnd ſucceflors, the Eich part of all gold and fileer ore, and — Gr ns 
wh: ious ſtones, which ſhall, from time to time, and at all and filver 


1g es hereafter, happen to be found, gotten, had, and ob-“ _ 
-all ed in any of the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or within any 
att thereof. Provided nevertheleſs, and we do for us, our 
ith is and ſucceſſors, grant and ordain, That all and every All lands, 
mach lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and all other eſtates, heredita - 
cea ich any perſon or perſons, or bodies politick or corporate, — rg 
1s rns, villages, colleges, or ſchools, do hold and enjoy, or granted to 

ht to hold and enjoys within the bounds aforeſaid, by or _y 
nder any grant or eſtate, duly made or granted by any chest o 
eneral court formerly held, or by virtue of letters patents learning, 
oe ein before recited, or by any other lawful right or title confirmed. 
matſoever, ſhall be, by ſuch perſon and perſons, bodies poli- 
en end corporate, towns, villages, colleges, or ſchools, their 
out{Wihective heirs, ſucceſſors, and affigns, for ever hereafter, 
we ed and enjoyed, according to the purport and intent of 
ich reſpectiye grant, under and ſubje& nevertheleſs, to the 
nil as and ſervices thereby reſerved, or made payable, any 
utter or thing whatſoever to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
dad provided alſo, That nothing herein contained ſhall ex- ging for 
und, or be underſtood or taken to impeach or prejudice any Samuel Al- 
ht, title, intereſt, or demand, which Samuel Allen, of len's claims 
onWLondon, merchant, claiming from and under John Maſon, 
tl; deceaſed, or any other perſon or perſons, hath or have, 
ir claimeth, or claim, to have, hold, or enjoy, of, into, 
out of any part or parts of the premiſſes, ſituate within 
be limits above mentioned but that the ſaid Samuel Allen, 
nd all and every ſuch perſon and perſons, may and ſhall 
ave, hold, an enjoy the ſame, in ſuch manner (and no 

e 


ber than) as if theſe preſents had not been or made, It 

yill King our further will and pleaſure, That no grants or con- Grants or 
uu eyances of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, to any conveyan- 
ens, colleges, ſchools of learning or to any private per- jodiced — 
baer or perſons, ſhall be judged or taken to be avoided or want of 


cog P*)udiced, for or by reaſon of any want or defect of form, form. _ 
3 B 2 bas 


* choſen by ſhall be choſen and appointed in their ſtead, in ſuch manner 


1 
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© The gover- Pleaſure is, That the governor of our ſaid province, for the 


| but that the ſame- ſtand and remain of force, and be main 
15 tained and adjudged, and have effect in ſuch manner as the 
ſame ſhould or ought, before the time of the ſaid recited judy 

ment, xr peas Pt to the laws and rules then and there uſual] 

: practiſed and allowed. And we do further, for us, our heir 
3 and ſucceſſors, will, eſtabliſh, and ordain, That from hence 
nors council forth for ever, there ſhall be one governor, one lieutenant ot 
$o conſiſt of deputy governor, and one ſecretary of our ſaid province 6 
- wee to be, from time to time, appointed and commiſ 
f by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, and eight-and-twenty 
- affiſtants, or councillors, to be adviſing and aſſiſting to the 
governor of our ſaid province or territory, for the time being 

as by theſe preſents is hereafter directed and appointed; which 

ſaid councillors, or affiſtants, are to be conſtituted, elected 

and choſen in ſuch form and manner as hereafter in theſe 

preſents is expreſſed. And for the better execution of our roy 

al pleaſure and grant in this behalf, we do, by theſe preſents 

for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, nominate, ordain, mak 

The names and conſtitute, our truſty and well-beloved Simon Broadſtreet 
of the firſt John Richards, Nathaniel Saltenſtall, Wait Winthrop, Jobi 
afliftants. Phillips, James Ruſſel. Samuel Sewall, Samuel Appleton 
Barthalomew Gedney, John Hathorn, Eliſhah Hutchinſon 

Robert Pike, Jonathan Corwin, John Jolliffe, Adam Win 

throp, Richard Middlecot, John Foſter, Peter Serjean 

Joſeph Lynd, Samuel Hayman, Stephen Maſon, Thomas 

inkley, William Bradford, John Walley, Barnabas Le 

throp, Job Alcot, Samuel Daniel, and Silvanus Davis, Eſqrs, 

the firſt and preſent councillors or aſſiſtants of oui ſaid pre 

To conti - VINCE, to continue in their ſaid reſpective offices of truſts, of 
nue until councillors or aſſiſtants, until the laſt Wedneſday in Maj 
ay, 32% which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand fix hun- 
others are dred ninety-three, and until other councillors or affiſtants 


as in theſe preſents is expreſſed. And we do further, by theſe 

reſents, conftitute and appoint our truſty and wel}-beloved 
Addington, Eſq; to be our firſt and preſent ſecretary & 
our ſaid province, during our pleaſure. And our will and 


nor with 7 the time being, ſhall have authority, from time to time, # 
beans © his diſcretion, to aſſemble and call together the councillors 
i ar aſſiſtants, of our ſaid province, for the time being; and 
that the ſaid governor, with the ſaid aſſiſtants, or count 

ur ſeven of them at the leaft, ſhall and may, from time u 
time, hold and keep a council for the ordering and 2 

_ _ - » the affairs of our ſaid province. And further, we will, b 


- 
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theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain 
orant, That there ſhall and may be convened, held, and A general 
wt by the governor, for the time being, upon every laſt — — 
feneſday in the month of May, every year for ever, and, hed the 
l ſuch other times as the governor of our ſaid province lat Wed- 
ul think fit and appoint, a great and general court or aſ. ff in | 
bly ; which faid great and general court or aſſembly ſhall nr "al 
rr. of the governor and council, or aſſiſtants, for the time year. 
ing, and of ſuch free-holders of our ſaid province or terri- 
as ſhall be, from time to time, elected or deputed by 
major part of the free-holders, and other inhabitants of 
reſpetive towns and places, who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
ions; each of the ſaid towns and places being hereby 
powered to ele and depute two perſons, and no more, to Two aſſem- 
ne for, and repreſent them reſpeRively in the ſaid great gen © 
| general court, or aſſembly. To which great or gene-',, Rs 
court, or aſſembly, to be held, as aforeſaid, we do holders in 
zeby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſlors, give and grant full every town» 
r and authority, from time to time, to direct, ap- 
nt, and declare what number each county, town, and 
ce ſhall elect and depute to ſerve for, and repreſent them 
efively in the ſaid great and general court, or aſſembly. : 
wided always, that no free-holder, or other perſon, ſhall 
mea vote in the election of members to ſerve in any great 
general court, or aſſembly, to be held as aforeſaid, who, 
the time of ſuch election, ſhall not have an eſtate of free- 
Md, in land, within our ſaid province or territory, to the 
Aue of forty ſhillings per annum, at the leaſt, or other 
late to the value of fifty pounds ſterling; and that every 
dn who ſhall be ſo elected, ſhall, before he fit or act in the 
great and general court, or _— take the oaths 
ntioned in an act of parliament, made in the firſt year of 
reign, intituled, An a for abrogating of the oaths of al- 
mee and ſupremacy, and appointing other oaths, and there- 
I appointed to be taken inſtead of the oaths of allegiance 
ad ſupremacy; and ſhall make, repeat, and ſubſcribe the 
claration mentioned in the ſaid act, before the governor,, 
lieutenant, or deputy governor, or any two of the aſſiſ- 
for the time being, who ſhall be thereunto authoriſed 
= appointed by our ſaid governor : and that the governor, The gover- 
ar the time being, ſhall. have full power and authority, aer bas 
time to time, as he ſhall judge neceſſary, to adjourn, our ex 
Mogue, and diſſolve all great and general courts, or af. prorogue, 
Fmblies, met or convened, as aforeſaid. And our will and nd difloive 
ure is, and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- oh W 


ſors, 


CHARTER GRANTED TO 
ſors, grant, eſtabliſh, and ordain, That yearly, once 


3 every year, for ever hereafter, the aforeſaid number of eis 
x and-twenty councillors, or affiſtants, ſhall be, by the ge 
A ral court or aſſembly, newly choſen ; that is to ſay, eight, 
at leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of lands, with 

The gorer- the territory formerly called the colony of the Maſſachuſe 
—— Bay, and four at leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors 
inhabitants lands within the territory formerly called New-Plymouth, a 
or proprie- three at the leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of lat 
* an within the territory formerly called the province of Mai 
England. and one at the leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors 
land within the territory lying between the river of Sadag 

hock and Nova Scotia: and that the ſaid councillors, or a 

ſiſtants, or any of them, ſhall or may, at any time here: 

ter, be removed and diſplaced from their reſpective places 

truſt of councillors or aſſiſtants, by any great or gener 

court or aſſembly; and that if any of the ſaid councillors, ( 

aſſiſtants, ſhall happen to die, or be removed, as aforeſail 

before the general day of election, that then, and in eve 

fuch caſe, \ great and general court or aſſembly, at the 

firſt ſitting, may proceed to a new election of one or mo 
councillors, or aſſiſtants, in the room or place of ſuch cou 

cillors, or aſſiſtants, ſo dying or removed. And we do fu 

Judges, ſhe- ther grant and ordain, 'T hat it ſhall and may be lawful fc 
riffs, juſti- the ſaid governor, with the advice and conſent of the cou 
wy &c. to cj]. or aſſiſtants, from time to time, to nominate and ap 
Ar che point judges, commiſſioners of oyer and terminer, ſheriff 
confent of — marſhals, juſtices of the peace, and other officer 
g9ver- to our councij and courts of juſtice belonging. Provide 
. always, That no ſuch nomination or appointment of office 
. be, made without notice firſt given, or ſummons iſſued o 
ſeven days before ſuch nomination or appointment, unt 

ſuch of the ſaid councillors, or aſſiſtants, as ſhall be at th: 

time reſiding within our ſaid provinee. And our will an 

What oaths Pleaſure is, That the governor, and lieutenant or deputy ge 
are to be ta- vernor, and councillors, or aſſiſtants, for the time being, ant 
ken. all other officers to be appointed or choſen, as aforeſaid, ſua 
| before the undertaking the execution of their offices ant 
places reſpectively, take their ſeveral and reſpective oaths fo 

"the due and faithful performance of their duties in their { 
veral and reſpective offices and places; as alſo, the oath 
appointed by the ſaid act of parliament, made in the ur 
Pear of our reign, to be taken inſtead of the oaths of alleg 
nadance and ſupremacy, and ſhall make, repeat, and ſubſcridt 
; the declaration mentioned in the ſaid act, before ſuch peri 
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perſons, as are by theſe preſents herein after appointed; 
io is to ſay, The governor of our faid province or territo- 
for the time being, ſhall take the ſaid oaths, and make, 
beat, and ſubſcribe the declaration before the lieutenant, 
ith cputy governor, or, in his abſence, before any two or 
of the ſaid perſons hereby nominated and appointed, 
Is xreſent councillors, or aſſiſtants, of our faid province or 
tory, to whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full pow- 
and authority to give and adminiſter the ſame to our faid 
— And after our ſaid governor ſhall be 
m, and ſhall have ſubſcribed the ſaid declaration, that 
n our lieutenant, or deputy governor for the time be- 
„and the councillors, or aſſiſtants, before by theſe 
nts nominated and appointed, ſhall take the ſaid oaths, 
make, repeat, and ſubſcribe the ſaid declaration before 
er aid governor : and that every ſuch perſon or perſons as 
| (at any time of the annual elections, or otherwiſe upon 
ath or removal) be appointed to be the new council- 
veils, or aſſiſtants, and all other officers to be hereafter choſen, 
bn time to time, ſhall take the oaths to their reſpective of- 
no and places belonging, and alſo the ſaid oaths appointed 
the ſaid act of parliament to be taken inſtead of the oaths 
| allegiance and ſupremacy, and ſhall make, repeat, and 
kbſcribe the declaration mentioned in the ſaid act, before the 
prernor, or lieutenant governor, or any two or more coun- 
Nos, or aſſiſtants, or ſuch other perſon or perſons as ſhall 
& appointed thereunto, by the governor for the time being; 
en whom we do, therefore, by theſe preſents, give full pow- 
rand authority, from time to time, to give and adminiſter 
ſe ſame — | Sri according to our true meaning herein 
Ele declared, without any commiſhon or further warrant, 
þ de had and obtained from us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
lat behalf, And our will and pleaſure is, and we do here- 
any require and command, That all and every perſon and 
polliFrrions hereafter by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, nominated 
an appointed to the reſpective offices of governor, or lieute- The: R. 
nt or deputy governor, and ſecretary of our ſaid province g > 
territory (which ſaid governor, or lieutenant or deputy himſelf 
wer, and ſecretary of our ſaid province or territory, for Pewer to 
le time being, we do hereby reſerve full power and au- —— 
rity to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to nominate and ap- deputy go- 
Punt accordingly) ſhall, before he or they be admitted to vernor, and 
execution of their reſpective offices, take as well the oath Ys © 
1 the due and faithful performance of the ſaid offices re- f 
peaively, as alſo the oaths appointed by the ſaid act of par- 
lament, 


|  powerto e- certain knowledge, and mere motion, grant, eftabliſh, at 
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liament, made in the ſaid firſt year of our reign, to be t 
ken inſtead of the faid oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, 
ſhall alſo make, repeat and ſubſcribe the declaration appoi 
ed by the faid act, in ſuch manner, and before ſuch perſe 
as ſaid. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and 
do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, eſtablit 
Perfons and ordain, That all and every of the ſubjects of us, « 
born in heirs and ſucceſſors, which ſhal £9 to, and inhabit with 
land to have OUT ſaid province or territory, and every of their childr 
the privite- which ſhall happen to be born there, or on the ſeas in gol 
33 — thither, ot returning from thence, ſhall have and enjoy 
of Engiang, Iiberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjects with 
any of the dominions of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to 
intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, as if th 
and every of them were born within this our realm of Eng 
land. And for the greater eaſe and encouragement of e 
”—_ ſubjects, inhabiting our ſaid province or territory 
the Maſſachuſetts Bay, and of ſuch as ſhall come to inhab 
| there, we do by theſe preſents, for us, dur heirs and ſucce 
_ of ſors, pron, bliſh, and ordain, That, for ever hereafts 
to be erane}. there (hall be a liberty of conſcience allowed in the worſh 
ed to all of God to all Chriſtians (except papiſts) inhabiting, or whic 
Chriftians, ſhall inhabit, or be reſident within our ſaid province or tet 
— Pa- ritory. And we do hereby grant and ordain, that the gov 
nor, or lieutenant, or deputy governor of our ſaid provine 
or territory, for the time being, or either of them, or 

two or more of the council, or aſſiſtants, for the time being 
as thall-be thereunto appointed by the ſaid governor, ſha 

and may, at all times, and from time to time hereafte 

have full power and authority to adminiſter and give t 
oaths appointed by the ſaid act of parliament, made in t 
firſt year of our reign, to be taken inſtead of the oaths of al 

legiance and ſupremacy, to all and every perſon and perſo 
which are now inhabiting, or reſiding within our ſaid pre 
vince or territory, or which ſhall at any time or times herea 
2 ter go or paſs thither. And we do, of our further gra 


re& judice- ordain, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, That the great an 
— FE — court, or aſſembly, of our ſaid province or territory 
termine all for the time being, convened as aforeſaid, ſhall for ever hay 
manner of full power and authority to erect and conſtitute judicatories 
— — and courts of record, or other coùrts, to be held in the nam 
capital; and Of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for the hearing, trying 


pleas, whe- and determining of all and all manner of crimes, offene 


2 75 pleas, proceſſes, plaints, actions, matters, mtr = 9 
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Wtſoever, ariſing ot happening within our ſaid province or 
mnitory, or between perſons inhabiting or reſiding there, 
ether the ſame be ctiminal or civil, and whether the ſai 
lines be capital or not capital; and whether the (did pleas 

ral, perſonal or mixt; and for the awarding and making 

of execution thereupon : to which courts, and judicato- 

x we do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors; give and 
jut full power and authority, from time to time, to admi- 

ler oaths, for the better dilovery of truth, in any matter 
controverſie, or depending before them. And we do, for 

our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant eſtbaliſn, and ordain, 
That the governor of our ſaid province or territory, for the 
de being, with the council, or aſſiſtants, may do, execute, 
xerform, all that is neceſſary for the probate of wills, and Wills 
witing of adminiſtrations, for, touching, or concerning 

intereſt or eſtate, which any perſon or perſons ſhall have 

thin our ſaid province or territory. And whereas we judge 
eceſſary, that all our ſubjects ſhould have liberty to ap- 

ul to us, our heirs and ſucceflors, in caſes that may de- 

he the fame, we do, by theſe preſents, ordain, That in Appeals ts 

either party ſhall not reſt ſatisfied with the judgment or 22 
hende of any judicatories; or courts within our ſaid pro- 141 

ke or territory, in any perſonal action, whefein the mat- 

n difference doth exceed the value of three hundred 

ads ſterling, that then he or they may appeal to us, our 

mand ſucceſſors, in our or their privy council: provided, 

A ſuch appeal be made within fourteen days after the ſen- 

or judgment given; and that before ſuch appeal be al- 

, ſecurity be given h 

e of the matter in di 


Tx Ga 


to 
Cs lain, 


2 


. we have, by theſe preſents, reſerved to us, our heirs and ſuc 
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all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable orders, laws, fta 
tutes, and ordinances, directions, and inſtructions, eithe 
with penalties or without (ſo as the ſame be not repugnan 
or contrary to the laws of this our realm of Eneland) as the 
ſhall judge to be for the good and welfare of our ſaid pre 
vince or territory, and for the government and ordering 
thereof, and of the people inhabiting, or who ſhall inhabi 
the ſame, and for the neceſſary fupport and defence of th 
government thereof. And we do for us, our heirs and ſuc 
ceſſors, give and grant, that the ſaid general court, or a 
; ſembly, ſhall have full power and authority 'to name 

To name ſettle annually, all civil officers within the ſaid province 
ang fettle ſuch officers excepted, the election and conſtitution of whor 


. ,- cefſors, or to the governor of our ſaid province for the tin 

b being; and to ſet forth the ſeveral duties, powers, and limit 
of every ſuch officer, to be appointed by the ſaid gener: 

court or aſſembly ; -and the forms of ſuch oaths, not repug 

nant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm of England, 

ſhall be reſpectively adminiftred unto them for the executiq 

of their ſeyeral offices and places; and alfo, to impoſe fine 


8d by een tlie hand of the of our faid province. for the til 

from the ot the governor ot our ſaid province, for the ti 
De gover- being. with the advice and conſent of the council, for 0 
nor and ſervice in the neceſſary defence and ſupport of our govert 


protecha 
ag to ſu 


— - wy er rin 


Inhabitants. of our faid province, may be raligioully, Fer 
Wo ably, and civilly governed, protected, and defended, fo 
their good life and orderly converſation. may win the Af 

' Theconreraagis, Hatives of the country, to the knowledge and pbec n 
fon of the ence” of the only true God and Saviour, of mankind, ANY 
Ee the Chriſtian Faith, which his lars Majeſty, our royal ri 
woured. father, Kipg Charles the Firft, in his ſaid letters pateo ſich 


: 


-&4. 


"+ ©. declared was his royal intentions, and the, adventurers f 

. © Profeſſion, to be the principal end of the ſaid. plantatia 
de for the baer ſecuring and maintaining liverty © 
- » -- -- .Jernee, hereby granted to all perſopy, at any time e 
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nd reſiding within our faid province or territory, as afbre- 
id, willing, commanding, and requiring, and by theſe 
qeſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaining and ap- 
pointing, that all ſuch orders, laws, ftatutes, and ordinan- 
&, inſtructions and directions, as ſhall be ſo made and pub- 
liſhed under our ſeal of our ſaid province or territory, ſhall 
| carefully and duly obſerved, kept, and performed, and 
ut in execution, according to the true intent and meaning 
if theſe preſents. Provided always, and we do by theſe pre- 

Ents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſh and ordain, 

That in the framing and paſſing of all ſuch orders, laws, The gover* 
ſatutes, and ordinances, and in all elections and acts of go- nor to. have = 
ment whatſoever, to be paſſed, made, or done by the ſaid u dh age 
vera! court, or aſſembly, or council, the governor of our of the gene- 
La pi rovince or territory of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New- tal aſlems 
lin , for the time being, ſhall have the negative voice; . de. 


ul that without his conſent or approbation, ſignified and 
{Klared in writing, no ſuch orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordi- 
lunces, elections, or other acts of government whatſoever, 

b to be made, 3 or done by he 


ſaid general aſſembly, 
# in-council, ſhall be of any force, effect, or validity, any 
king herein contained to the contrary, in any wiſe, notwith- 
ing. And we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
bliſh and ordain, That the ſaid orders, Jaws, ſtatutes, Laws to be 
Ind ordinances, be, by the firſt opportunity after the mak- ſent to Enge 
dy thereof, ſent or tranſmitted unto us, our heirs and ſuc- —_— ths 
ers, under the publick ſea); to be appointed by us, for pion. 
ur or their approbation or diſallowance; and that in caſe 
ll or any. of them ſhall, at any time within the ſpace of 
lde years next after the ſame 1all have been preſented to 
„ our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our or their privy couneil, 
x diſallowed and rejected, and ſo: ſignified by us, our heirs 
ad ſucceſſors, under our or their ſign manuel and ſignet, or 
order in our or their privy council, unto the governor for 
time being, then ſuch and ſo many of them as ſhall be 
difallowed arid rejected, ſhall thenceforth ceaſe and deter- 
fine; and become utterly void and of none effect. Provid= 
bl aways, that in caſe we, our heirs or ſucceſſors; ſhall 17 got vc. 
ot, within the term of three years after the preſenting of lowed with- 
kick 6rgers,_ Jaws, ſtatutes, or ordinances, as aforeſaid, g- in 3 Years, 
| 6ur or their diſallowance of the ſame, then the ſaid or- force way 
es, . laws,” ffatufes,' or ordinances, ſhall be and continue reyealed by 
k full N effe&t, zccoiding to the true intent and the aſſem- 
Wedfig "Mt fate, until 3 expiration thereof, or _ Je 
2 2 & 


22 
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oliſh at lis pleaſure; and to take and furprize, by all 
/ and means Whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or 
ons, with their ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other 
ods, 28 ſhall in a hoſtile manner invade,” or attempt the 
wading, conquering, or annoying of our ſaid province or 
e off®fritory. Provided always, and we do, ——— preſents, 
one us, our heirs and fucceſſors, grant, iſh, and or- vo perſons 


hic en, That the ſaid governor ſhall not, at any time here- to be tranſ- 
red, by virtue of any power hereby granted, or hereaſter to Ported ont 
orce granted to him, tranſport any of the inhabitants of our 3 
a province or territory, or oblige them to march out of out” cheir 

th tte limits of the ſame, without their free and voluntary con. 29%" con- 


lt, or the 1 the great and general court or aſ- 

bly. of our ſaid province or territory; nor t com- | 
— for exerciſing the law — — on — 
ts of our ſaid province or territory, without the advice to be exe- 
d conſent of the council, or aſſiſtants of the ſame. Pro- cuted = 
ed in like manner, and we do, by theſe preſents, for us; tant with, 
r heirs and ſucceſſors, conſtitute and ordain, That when, out the con- 
ad as often as the governor of our ſaid province, for the {* of the 
ne being, ſhall happen to die, or to be diſplaced by us, A .. 
heirs or ſucceſſors, or be abſent from his government, In the ab- 


ime tthen, and in any of the ſaid caſes, the lieutenant or de. 2c< of the 
ili ty governor of our ſaid province, for the time being, ſhall fe deputy 


we full power and authority to do and execute all and governor to 
y ſuch acts, matters, and things, which our governor have the 
ur ſaid province, for the time being, might or could, r 
virtue of theſe our letters patents, lawfully do or execute, 
le were perſonally preſent, until the return of the gover- 


lo abſent, or arrival or conſtitution of ſuch other go- 


2), r as ſhall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or ſuc- 
en, in his Read : and that when, and as often as the 
armor, and lieutenant, or deputy governor of our ſaid 


Prince or territory, for the time being, ſhall happen to In the ab- 
or be diſplaced! by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, or be fence of 

ment from our ſaid province, and that there ſhall yn mor 
d perſon within the ſaid province commiſſioned by us, deputy go- 
© heirs or- ſucceſſors, to be governor within the ſamez Ternor, the 


n, and in every of the ſaid caſes, the council, or aſſiſ- her Fur 
Wts of our ſaid” province, ſhall have full power and au- 4 
ty, and we do hereby give and grant unto the ſaid: their. pow» 
vac, or. affiftants of our ſaid province, for the time ben: 
$ or the major part of them, full power and authority to 
band execute all and every ſuch acts, matters, and things, 
ach the ſaid governor, or licutenant or deputy an; | 


PSB SBE 
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vf our ſaid province · or territory, for the time being, mis 
or could lawfully do or exerciſe, if they, or either of the; 

were perfonally: preſent, until the return of the governor, 
Jieutenant or de governor ſo abſent, or arrival, or & 
ſtitution of ſuch other — or lieutenant or deputy' 

vernor, as ſhall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or f 
. ceſlars, from time to time. Provided always, and it is he 
by declared, That nothing herein contained ſhall extend 
de taken to erecb, or grant, or allow the exerciſe of any x 
Admiraly miral court, juriſdiction, power, or authority, but that t 
juriſdiftian Tame ſhall be, and is hereby reſerved to us and our ſuccs 
rwe. ſors, and ſhall, from time to time, be erected, granted, 1 
© exerciſed, by virtue of commiſſions to be iſſued under t 
_..- great ſeal of England, or under the ſeal bf the high ami 
or the commiſſioners for executing the office of high ad 
ral of England. And further, our expreſs will and pleaſu 
os, and we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs'arid fi 
Ps geſſora, ordain and appoint, That theſe our letters pate 
A in ſhall not, in any manner, enure, or be taken to abrids 
dot to * bars ur hinder any of our loving ſubjects whatſoever, to 
ig u. and exerciſe the trade of fiſhing upon the coaſts of Nei 
England, but that they, and every of them, ſhall have full a 
_ © free power and liberty to continue and uſe the ſaid trade 
fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſts, in any of the ſeas thereu 
ee or any arms of the ſaid ſeas, or ſalt - water rive 
* they have been wont to fiſh ; and to build and ſet u 
on the lands within our faid province or colony, lying waſl 

and not then poſſeſſed by particular proprietors, ſuch whar 
ſtages, and work-houſes, as ſhall be neceffary for the ſaltit 

drying, keeping, and packing of their fiſh, to be taken 
gotten upon that coaft ; to cut down and take fut 
trers, and other materials there growing, or being upon al 

parts or places lying waſte, and not then in poſſeffion 
particular proptietors, as ſhall be needful for that purpol 
and for all other neceſſary eaſenients, helps, and advant 
ges concerning the ſaid trade of fiſhing there, in ſuch i 

ner and form as they have been heretofore at any time 
- cuſtomed to do, without making any wilful waſte or ſpe 
any thing in theſe preſents contained to the contrary fe 
, withſtanding. And laſtly, fot the better providing ànd fi 
I niſhing of maſts for dur royal navy, we do heteby reſerte 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, all trees of the diameter 
twenty-four inches and upwards, at twelve inches from 4 
preſery- ground, growing upon any ſoil or tract of land within g 
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province or territory, not heretofore granted to any 
ate perſons; and we do reſtrain and forbid all perſons 
atfoever, from felling, cutting, or deſtroying any ſuch 
x, without the royal licence of us, our heirs and ſucceſ-. 
p, firſt had and obtained, upon penalty of forfeiting one 
adred pounds ſterling. unto us our heirs, - and ſucceſſors, 
every ſuch tree ſo felled, cut, or, deſtroyed, without 
& licence had or obtained in that behalf; any thing in 
preſents contained to the contrary, in any wiſe not- 
whitanc ing. 


ln witneſs whereof, we have cauſed theſe our letters to be 
made patents. Witneſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the, 


ſeventh day of October, in the third year of our reign. 


By-writ-of Privy Scat, 


. tations, have been ordained and ſettled in that part of the 


tion of the 


governcr., time to time happen or ariſe concerning the ſame, may be 


and com- 
pany ofCon- 
ncfticut, 
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Charter - granted to the Colony of Connecticut, hy Kin 
Charles II. in the Fourteenth Year of his Reign, 


Undecima pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis Canoll Seeund 
Quartodecimo. | 


_—_— 


(CHARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. to all 

to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas 
by the ſeveral navigations, diſcoveries, and. fucceſsful plan- 
tations of divers of our loving ſubjects of this our realm o 
England, ſeveral lands, iſlands, places, colonies and plan- 


continent of America called New-England, and thereby the 
trade and commerce there hath been of late years much in- 
creaſed ;- and whereas we have been informed by the humble 
ition of our truſty and well-beloved John Wintrop, John 
aſon, Samuel Willis, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allen, John 
Tappen,* Nathan Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, 
Henry Woolcet, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewen, John Clerke, Anthony 
Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfeeld, bein 
perſons principally intereſted in our colony or plantation k 
Connecticut in New-England, that the ſame colony, or the 
greateſt part thereof, was purchaſed and obtained for great 
and valuable confiderations, and ſome other part thereof 
gained by conqueſt, and with much difficulty, and at the 
only endeayours, expence and charge of them and their aſſo- 
Ciates, and thoſe under whom they claim, ſubdued and im- 
improved, and thereby become a conſiderable inlargement and 
addition of our dominions and intereſt there: now know je, 
that in conſideration thereof, and in regard the ſaid colony 1s 
remote from other the Engliſh plantations in the places afore- 
ſaid, and to the end the affairs and buſineſs, which ſhall from 


duly ordered and managed, we have thought fit, at the hum- 

ble petition of the perſons aforeſaid, and are graciouſly 

pleaſed to create and make them a body politick and cor- 

porate, with the powers and privileges herein aftermen- 

tioned ; and accordingly our will and pleaſure is, * n 
e 
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eecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we 

me ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe pre- 

ents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain, conſtitute 

ad declare, that they the ſaid John Wintrop, John Maſon, 

muell Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tap- 

zen, Nathan Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry 

Wollcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 

Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewen, John Clerke, Anthon 

Ewkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all 

ich others, as now are, or hereafter ſhall be, admitted and 

nade free of the company and ſociety of our colony of Con- 

zfticut, in America, ſhall, from time to time, and for ever 

kereafter, be one body corporate and politick, in fact and 

une, by the name of Governor and Company of the Eng- Name ofthe 
þ colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in America; corporation. 
nd that by the ſame name they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 

ind may 3 perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and may be 

perſons able and capable in the law, to plead and be implead- 

d, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend and be de- 

tnded, in all and ſingular ſuits, cauſes, quarrels, matters, 

lions, and things, of what kind or nature ſoever; and alſo, 

þ have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe lands, tene- 

ſents, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, and the 

une to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell, and diſ- 

iſe of, as our other liege people of this our realm of 

Wpland, or any other corporation or body politick within 

e ſame, may lawfully do. And further, That the ſaid Common | 
nernor and company, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall and may, 84ʃ. 

ir ever hereafter, have a common ſeal to ſerve and uſe 2 


ith 


cof | cauſes, matters, things, and affairs whatſoever, of them 
the Wai their ſucceſſors, and the ſame ſeal to alter, change, break, 
_ u make new, from time to time, at their wills and plea- 


ſs, as they ſhall think fit. And further, we will and or- , 
un, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ment. 

declare and appoint, That, for the better ordering and ma- 

ing of the affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid company, and 

er ſucceſſors, there ſhall be one governor, one deputy go- , — 
mor, and twelve aſſiſtants, to be, from time to time, con- deputy go- 
Ruted, elected, and choſen, out of the freemen of the ſaid vernor, and 
papany, for the time being, in ſuch manner and form as aN 
rafter, in theſe preſents, is expreſſed ; which ſaid officers choſen out 
all apply themſelves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and of the free- 
| yay. of the general buſineſs and affairs of and concerning d of the 
lands and hereditaments N after-· mentioned to be grant. * 
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ed, and the plantation thereof, and the government of th 

people thereof, And for the better execution of our roya 

pleaſure herein, we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceflors, 2 

ſign, name, conſtitute, and appoint the aforeſaid John Win 

trop to be the firſt and preſent governor of the ſaid compan 

and the ſaid John Maſon to be the deputy, governor, and th 

ſaid Samuel Willis, Matthew Allen, Nathan Gould, Henr 

Clerke, Richard Treate, John Odgden, Thomas Tappe 

John Talcott, Thomas Wells, Henry Wollcott, Richar 

Lord and Daniel Clerke, to be the twelve preſent aſſiſtant 

of the ſaid company, to continue in the ſaid ſeveral office 

reſpectively until the ſecond Thurſday, which ſhall be in th 

General aſ- month of October, now next coming. And further, 

ſembly. will, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſot 

dq ordain and grant, That the governor of the faid comp 

ny, for the time being, or, in his abſence, by occaſion 

ſickneſs, or otherwiſe, by his leave or permiſſion, the dep 

ty governor, for the time being, ſhall and may, from tin 

to time, upon all occafions, give order for the aſſembling 

the ſaid company, and calling them together, to conſult : 

Two afſem. adviſe of the buſineſs and affairs of the (aid company; at 

blies ſhall that, for ever hereafter, twice in every year, that is to ſa 

be held in on every ſecond Thurſday in October, and on every {ecot 

in Na an Thurſday in May, or oftener, in caſe it ſhall be requilit 

| 13 the aſſiſtants and freemen of the ſaid company, or ſuch 

1 them, not exceeding two perſons from each place, town, 

members to City, who ſhall be, from time to time, theteunto elected 

* bechoſen by deputed by the major part of the freemen of the reſpec 

every town. towns, Cities, and places for which they ſhall be ſo elected 

deputed, ſhall have a general meeting or aſſembly, then 20... 

there to conſult and adviſe in and about the affairs and b 

neſs of the ſaid company; and that the governor, or in e 

_ abſence the deputy governor, of the ſaid company, for t 

time being, and ſuch of the aſſiſtants and freemen of the 

company as ſhall be ſo elected or deputed, and be preſently: 

_ 5 or aſſembly, or the greateſt m_ ' f 

. W the governor, or depu ö nor, a of the 

Lande, ar leaſt, to be ſeven, ſhall be called the genen thoſe 

| of ſembly, and ſhall have full power and authority to alter 

| Wee their days and times of meeting, or general aſſemb 

embly. for ing the governor, deputy governor, and aſſiſtant, 

other officezs, or any other courts, aſſemblies, or Mc&t "ye - 

and to chuſe; nominate, and appoint ſuch, and ſo T3. - 
other perſons as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be wills 


acc 
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xeept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid company and body po- 
kick, and them into the ſame to admit, and to elect and con- 
$tute ſuch officers as they ſhall think fit and requiſite for you _ 
fe ordering, managing, and diſpoſing of the affairs of the — 


in governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, And we and afliſ- 
b hereby, for us, our heirs and ſueceſſors, eſtabliſh and or- fed 


kin, That once in the year, for ever hereafter, namely, fers of the 
nr te ſaid ſecond Thurſday in May, the governor, deputy go- company 


eV ecaor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, and other of- d be 
aan of the ſaid company, or ſuch of them as the ſaid ge- he * 
ra] aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be, in the ſaid gene- the general 
dcn court and aſſembly, to be held from that day or time, — 


xwly choſen for the year enſuing, by ſuch greater part of May. 
Ihe ſaid company, for the time being, then and there pre- 


nt. And if the 2 deputy governor, and and aſſiſ- — 
"Pats, by theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch as hereafter be any of theſe 


ewly choſen into their rooms, or any of them, or any other offices may 
te officers to be appointed for the ſaid company, ſhall die, = — 
be removed from his or their ſeveral offices or places before = aſſembly 
te aid general day of election, (whom we do hereby de- at any other 
tire, for any miſdemeanor or default, to be removeable by M<<ting of 
he governor, aſſiſtants, and company, or ſuch g_ part of 
tem, in any of the ſaid public courts to be aſſembled, as is Power to re- 
Woreſaid) that then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may ne = 
E lawful to and for the governor, deputy governor, and aſ- any other 
Wants, and company aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them officer of 
to be aſſembled, as is aforeſaid in any of their aſſemblies, = * 
b proceed to a new election of one or more of their compa- 1 - 
y in the room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch governor, 
puty governor, aſſiſtant, or other officer or officers ſo dying, 
removed, according to their diſcretions. And immediate- 
F upon, and after ſuch election, or elections, made of ſuch 
prrnor,' deputy governor, aſſiſtant, or aſſiſtants, or any 
der officer of the {aid company, in manner and form afore- 
Wd, the authority, office, and power before given to the 
mer governor, cy governer, or other officer and of- 
s ſo removed, in w ofe Read and place new ſhall be 
and pleaſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe 
Boſen, ſhall, as to him and them, and every of them Cath of ſe 
ce to 
ents appointed to be the preſent governor, ' deputy gover- governor 
, and aſſiſtants of the ——— as thoſe thar dall and all other 
ceed them, and all other officers to be appointed and 
foſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, before they undertake the execu- 
wn of their ſaid offices and * reſpectively, take their af | 
— V | 


governor, or 


fheRively, ceaſe and determine. Provided alſo, and OUT taken by the 
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veral and reſpective corporal oaths, for the due and faithf, 
performance of their duties in the ſeveral offices and places 
before ſuch perſon or perſons as are, by theſe preſents, hereaf 
ter appointed to take and receive the ſame ; that is to ſay 
The faid John Wintrop, who is herein before nominate 
and appointed the preſent governor of the ſaid company 
ſhall take the ſaid oath before one or more of the maſters 5 
our court of chancery, for the time being; unto which ma 
ter of chancery we do, by theſe preſents, give full powe 
and authority to adminiſter the ſaid oath to the ſaid Johi 
Wintrop accordingly: and the ſaid John Maſon, who i 
herein before nominated and appointed the preſent deput 
vernor of the ſaid company, ſhall take the ſaid oath be 
ore the ſaid John Wintrop, or any two of the afliſtants « 
the ſaid company; unto whom we do, by theſe preſent 
give full power and authority to adminiſter the ſaid oath t 
the ſaid John Maſon accordingly; and the ſaid Samug 
Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tappen, N. 
thaniel Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Hen 
Woollcot, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden 
and T homas Wells, who are herein before nominated an 
appointed the preſent aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, ſha 
take the oath before the ſaid John Wintrop, and John Ma 
ſon, or one of them ; -to whom we do hereby give full powe 
and authority to adminiſter the ſame accordingly. An 
our further will and pleaſure is, That all and every gover 
nor, or deputy governor, to be elected and choſen, by vittu 
of theſe preſents, ſhall take the ſaid oath before two or mo 
of the aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, for the time being; u 
to whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full power and auth 
rity to give and adminiſter the ſaid oath accordingly. An 
the ſaid aſſiſtants, and every of them, and all or every othe 
officer or officers to be hereafter choſen, from time to time 


Liberty ef ** take the ſaid oath before the _—_— or deputy govet 
carrying nor, for the time being; unto which ſaid governor, we dc 


over the by theſe preſents, give full power and authority to admin 
King's fub- ſter the ſame accordingly. And further, of our more amp 


| — — grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have give 


chandize England, in America, and to every inhabitant there, 
fem Eng- to every perſon and perſons trading thither, and to evet 
1 ſuch perſon and perſons as are or ſhall be free a 
cut. 8 
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ny, full power and authority, from time to time, and 

+ all times hereafter, to take, ſhip, tranſport, and carry 

ny, for and towards the plantation and defence of the 

id colony, ſuch of our loving ſubjects and ftrangers as 

hall, or will, willingly accompany them, in and to their 

kd colony and plantation, except ſuch perſon or perſons 

ue or ſhall be therein reſtrained by us, our heirs and ſuc. 

Kors; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport all, and all man- 

x of goods, chattels, merchandizes, and other things 

atfoever, that are or ſhall be uſeful or neceſſary for the 

ubitants of the ſaid colony, and may —— tranſ- 

ned thither; nevertheleſs not to be diſcharged of payment 

ws, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of the duties, cuſtoms and 

Wblidies, which are or ought to be paid or payable for the 

e. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do, for General do- 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain, declare, and grant unto ge *. 
ſaid governor and company, and their — that tants of 

| and every the ſubjects of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, Connecticut 
ich ſhall go to inhabit within the ſaid colony, and every 

their children which ſhall happen to be born there, or on 

ſea, in going thither, or returning from thence, ſhall 

and enjoy all liberties and immunities of free and na- 

nl ſubjects within any of the dominions of us, our heirs 
ſucceſſors, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes 

atloever, as if they, and every of them, were born within 

realm of England, And we do authorize and impower Oaths of al- 
governor or in his abſence the deputy governor for legiance and 
time being, to appoint two or more of the ſaid aſſi- 1 Premaex. 
ats, at any of their courts or aſſemblies to be held as 

reſlaid, to have power and authority to adminiſter the 

d of ſupremacy and obedience to all and every perſon 

perſons, which ſhall at any time or times hereafter go 

pals into the ſaid colony of Connecticut; unto which ſaid 

lants ſo to be appointed as aforeſaid, we do by theſe 

ents give full power and authority to adminiſter the ſaid 

d accordingly, And we further, of our eſpecial grace, power to e- 
in knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto rect courts 
kd governor and company of the Engliſh colony of Con- - — 
heut in New-England in America, and their ſucceſſors, civil foits, | 
tit ſhall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or 

ty governor, and ſuch of the aſſiſtants of the ſaid com- 

Y for the time being, as ſhall be aſſembled in any of the 

*al courts aforeſaid, or in any courts to be eſpecially 

moned or aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the greater part 
| | of 
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of them, whereof the governor, or depu ernor, and [| 
of the aſſiſtants, to — ſeven, * £4, wat make 4 
judicatories for the hearing and determining of all action 
caufes, matters and things happening within the ſaid colo 
or plantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute and dependi 
there, as they ſhall think fit and convenient; and alſo, fro 
time to time, to make, ordain and eſtabliſh all manner 
And to Wholeſome and reafonable laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, dire 
make laws, tions and inſtructions, not contrary to the laws of this real 
and ordi- : of England, as well for ſettling the forms and ceremoni 
contrary to of government and magiſtracy, fit and neceſſary for the ſ 
the laws of plantation, and the inhabitants there, as for naming at 
England. 2 ſorts of officers, both ſuperior and inferior, whi 
they thall find needful for the government and plantation 
the ſaid colony, and the diſtinguiſhing-and ſetting forth 
the ſeveral duties, powers and limits of every ſuch office a 
lace, and the forms of ſuch oaths, not being contrary tot 
ws and ſtatutes of this our realm of England, to be ad 
niſtered for the execution of the ſaid ſeveral offices and place 
as alſo for the diſpoſing and ordering of the election of ſu 
of the ſaid officers as are to be annually choſen, and of ſu 
others as ſhall ſucceed, in caſe of death or removal, and 
miniſtring the ſaid oath to the new - elected officers, and gra 
ing neceſſary commiſſions, and for impoſition of lawful find 
mulcts, impriſonments, or other puniſhments, upon offend 
and delinquents, according to the courſe of other corporatie 
Reference Within this our kingdom of England; and the ſame lai 
toothercor- fines, mulcts and executions, to alter, change, reyoke, ann 
poryyone . releaſe or pardon, under their common ſeal, as by the | 
kingdom of general aſſembly, or the major part of them, ſhall be thouy 
England. fit; and for the directing, ruling and diſpoſing of all ot l 
matters and things, whereby our ſaid pecple, inhabitat 4 
there, may be ſo religiouſly, peaccably and civilly govern! 
as their good life, and — * converſation, may win 
invite the natives of the country to the knowledge and 0 
dience of the only true God and Saviour of mankind, and! 
Chriſtian Faith ; which in our royal intentions, and the 
venturers free profeſſion, is the only and principal end oft 
plantation; willing, commanding and requiring, and by fh 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaining and 
The fais pointing, that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes and ordinances, in 
laws hall be tions, impoſitions and directions, as ſhall be ſo made by 
publied in governor, deputy governor and afliſtants, word 
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| duly be obſerved, kept, performed, and put in execution, 
ding to the true intent, and meaning of the ſame ; and 
our letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification 
zeof, ſhall be, to all and every ſuch officers, ſuperiors and 
eriors, from time to time, for the putting of the ſame orders, 
s, ſtatutes, ordinances, inſtructions and directions, in 
execution, againſt us, our heirs and ſucceflars a ſufficient 
mant and diſcharge. And we do further, for us, our 
in and ſucceſſors, give and grant unto the faid governor. 
{ company, and their — by theſe preſents, that 
hall and may be lawful ta and for the chief commanders, 


vg, who ſhall be reſident in the parts of New-England 
rater mentioned, and others inhabiting there, by their 
we, admittance, appointment or direction, from time to 
me, and all times hereafter, for their ſpecial defence and 
„to aſſemble, marſhal, array, and put in warlike 
ture, the inhabitants of the faid colony, and to commiſ- 
nate, impower and authorize ſuch perfon or perſons as 
(ſhall think fit, to lead and conduct the faid inhabitants, 
to encounter, expulſe, repel, and refit by force of arms, 
well by fea as by land, and alſo to kill, flay and de- 


and every fuch perſon or perſons as ſhall, at any time 
rafter attempt or enterprize the deflruction, invaſion, de- 
ment or annoyance of the faid inhabitants and planta- 
mn, and to uſe and exerciſe the law martial in ſuch caſes 
as occaſion ſhall require, and to take or ſurprize, by 
| ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon 
ferſons, with their ſhips, armour, ammunition, and other 
s, of ſuch as ſhall, in ſuch hoſtile manner, invade or 
empt. the defeating of the ſaid plantation, or the hurt of 
ld company and inhabitants, and, upon juſt cauſes, to 
le and deſtroy the natives or other enemies of the ſaid 
ny, Nevertheleſs our will and pleaſure is, and we do 


limes hergafter rob or ſpoil, by ſea or by land, and do 
hurt, violence, or unlawful hoſtility, to any of the 
Fes of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, ar any of the ſubje mn 
0 


liſhed in writing under their common ſeal, ſhall carefully under their 


emors and officers of the ſaid company for the time and array, 
and arm the 


V, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatſoever, ' 


Juſt cauſes ta 


by declare unto all chriſtian kings, princes and ſtates, deſtroy their 
a 16 any perſons, which ſhall hereafter be of the (aid com- mies. 
or plantation, or any other, by appointment of the ſaid Proviſo in 


mor and company, for the time being, ſhall at any time q they | 
injure any 
prince or 


_-3 


common 


ſeal, 


The gov. of 
ſaid com- 
pany ſhall 
ave power 
to aſſemble 


inhabitants 

of the colo- 
ny, and con- 
duct them to 
war again 
any enemies 
that ſhall in- 
vade them 3 


and like - 
wiſe. upan 


invade. and 


ſtate, in a- 
mity with 
England, 
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of any prince or ſtate, being then in league with us, © 
heirs or ſucceſſors, upon complaint of ſuch injury done t 
any ſuch prince or ſtate, or their ſubjects, we, our heirs an 
ſucceſſors, will make open proclamation within any part 
of our realm of England, fit for that purpoſe, that the perſo 
or perſons committing any ſuch robbery or ſpoil ſhall, withi 
the time limited by fach proclamation, make full reſtitutio 
or ſatis faction of all ſuch injuries done or committed; ſo: 
the ſaid prince or others ſo complaining may be fully ſatisfie 
and contented : And if the ſaid perſon or perſons, who ſhal 
commit any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall not make ſatisfaQio 
accordingly, within ſuch time ſo ts be limited, that then j 
ſhall and may be lawful for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 

put ſuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance and pre 
tection ; and that it ſhall and may be lawful and free for a 
princes and others to proſecute with hoſtilities ſuch offenders 


| and every of them, their and every of their procurers, aider g 
— abettors, and counſellors in that behalf. Provided alſo, ane ® 
vn 


fobjedts re- Our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we do, by theſe pre 
ding in o- ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and appoin 
ther parts of that theſe preſents ſhall not, in any manner, hinder any o 
= * our loving ſubjects whatſoever to uſe and exerciſe the tradi 
berty offiſh Of fiſhing, upon the coaſt of New-England in America 
ing and dry- but they, and every or any of them, ſhall have full and free 
* _ power and liberty to continue and uſe the ſaid trade of fiſhing 
the ſaid co- upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoin 
lony. ing, or any arms of the ſeas, or ſalt-water rivers, when 
they have been accuſtomed to fiſh; and to build and ſe 

upon the waſte lands belonging to the ſaid colony of Con 
necticut, ſuch warfs, ſtages, and work-houſes, as ſhall be 
neceſſary for the ſalting, drying, and keeping of their fiſb 

| to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt ;- any thing in thele 
Grant of the Preſents contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. An 
ſoil of the know ye further, that we, of our more abundant grace, certal 
colonytothe Knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted and con 
— firmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceflors 
do give, grant and confirm, unto the ſaid governor and 
company, and their ſucceſſors, all that part of our domi 

nions in New England in America, bounded on the Eait 

by the Narrogancett River, commonly called Narrogancett 

Bay, where the ſaid river falleth into the ſea, and on the 

North by the line of the Maſſachuſets plantation, and en 


the South by the ſea, and in longitude, as the line of 


THE COLONY OT CONNECTICUT. 33 


ſachuſets colony running from Eaſt to Weſt, (that is to 
Ir) from the ſaid Narrogancett Bay, on the Eaſt, to the 
wth Sea, on the Weſt part, with the iſlands thereunto 
Joining, together with all the firm lands, ſoils, grounds, 
bens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines, minerals, 

ious ſtones, quarries, and all and fingular commodities, 
uiſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, preeminencies, 
d hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſaid tract, bounds; 
nds, and iſlands aforefaid, or to them, or any of them 
longing. To have and to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid Habendum. 
prernor and company, their ſucceſſor, and aſſigns, for 
her, upon truſt, and for the uſe and benefit of themſelves, 
ud their aſſociates, freemen of the ſaid colony, their heirs 
nd afigns; to be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, Tenendum. 
of our manor of Eaſt Greenwich, in free and common 
becage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice ; Yields Readendum 
be and paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
mly the fifth part of all the ore of gold and filver, which 
hom time to time and all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, 
ad or obtained, in lieu of all ſervices, duties and demands 
whatſoever, to be to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, therefore 
« thereout rendered, made, or paid. And laſtly; we do for 
*, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant to the ſaid governor and 
bmpany, and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe 
ur letters patents ſhall be firm, good, and effectual in the 
7, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, 
rcording to our true intent and meaning herein before de- 
thred, as ſhall be conſtrued, reputed; and adjudged moſt 
Wourable on the behalf, and for the beſt — and behoof 
the ſaid governor and company, and their ſucceſlors, al- 
bough expreſs mention, &c. In witneſs, &c. Witneſs 
. ng, at Weſtminſter, the three and twentieth day 
April; 


Per Breve de Privato Sigillo. 
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Rhode Iſland CHARTER, granted by King Charles J 
in the Fourteenth Year of his Reign. 


| 


Ouintadecima pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis C ano 
Secundi Quintodecimo. 


ARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. To: 

to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas w 
have been informed by the humble petition of our truſty an 
well beloved ſubjects, John Clarke, on the behalf of Benjami 
Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Nichol; 


Eaſton, William Boulſton, John Porter, John Smith, Samut : 
Gorton, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olne 0 
Gregory Dexter, — Cogeſhall, Joſeph Clarke, Randal, 
Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore . 
William Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Ha 1 
ris, and William Dyre, and the reſt of the purchaſers, ann 
free inhabitants of our iſland called Rhode Iftand, and the " 
of the colony of Providence Plantations; in the Na 
anſet Bay, in New England in America, That they, puri 
ing with peace and loyal minds, their ſober, ſerious, and re 1 
ligious intentions, of godly edify ing themſelves, and one and 3 
ther, in the holy Chriſtian faith and worſhip as they wee, 
perſuaded, together with the gaining over and converſion ( ” 
the poor ignorant Indian natives, in thoſe parts of America, * 
the ſincere profeſſion arid obedience of the fame faith and wo 

ſhip, did not only by the conſent and good encouragement Ol; 
our royal progenitors, tranſport themſelves out of this King 8 
dom of England into America; but alſo ſince their art an 
there, after their firſt ſettlement amongſt other our ſubjects Mete 
thoſe parts, for the avoiding of diſcord, and thoſe many evi i 
which were likely to enſue upon thoſe our. ſubjects, not being. 
able to bear in thoſe remote parts their different appreheny.... 
fions in ow concernments; and in purſuance of the ator. - 
ſaid ends, did once again leave their deſirable ſtations and #2) 
bitations, and with exceflive labour and travel, hazard 3 bere 
charge, did tranſplant themſelves into the midſt of the Indie 
natives, Who, as we are informed, are the moſt potent pri my 
ces and people of all that country ; whereby the good * Nie 
ny”: 


TO RHODE ISLAND. 


knce of God (from whom the plantations have taken their 
ume) upon their labour and induſtry, they have not only 
ken preſerved to admiration, but have increaſed and proſper- 
4, and are ſeized and poſſeſſed, by purchaſe and conſent of 
te ſaid natives, to their full content, of ſuch lands, iſlands, 
fers, harbours, and roads, as are very convenient both for 
lantations, and alſo for building of ſhips, ſupply of pipe- 
ol bees, and other merchandize, and which lies very commo- 
ous in many reſpects for commerce, and to accommodate 
ur ſouthern plantations, and may much advance the trade of 
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof; 
hey having, by near neighbourhood to, and friendly ſociety 
ith, the great body of the Narraganſet Indians, given them 
mncouragement, of their own accord, to ſubject themſelves, 
heir people and lands, unto us; whereby (as is hoped) there 
my, in time, by the bleſſing of God upon their endeavours, 
laid a ſure foundation of happineſs to all America, And 
whereas, in their humble addreſs, they have freely declared, 
That it is much on their hearts (if they be permitted) to hold 
forth a lively experiment, that a moſt flouriſhing civil ſtate 
tay ſtand, and beſt be maintained, and that among our Eng- 
ih ſubjects, with a full liberty in religious concernments, 
nd that true piety, rightly grounded upon goſpel principles, 
nll give the beſt and greateſt ſecurity to ſovereignty, and will 
ky in the hearts of men the ſtrongeſl obligations to true loy- 
ty: now know ye, That we being willing to encourage the 
lopeful undertaking of our ſaid loyal and loving ſubjeRs, and 
v ſecure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment of all their 
ml and religious rights appertaining to them as our loving 
jets; and to preſerve unto them that liberty in the true 
Liriftian faith and worſhip of God, which they have ſought 
mth ſo much travel, and with peaceable minds and loyal ſub- 
3 to our royal progenitors, and ourſelves, to enjoy: and 
feauſe ſome of the people and inhabitants of the ſame colony 
annot, in their private opinion, conform to the public exer- 
le of religion, according to the liturgy, form, and ceremo- 
les of the church of England, or take or ſubſcribe the oaths 
md articles made and eſtabliſhed in that behalf; and for that 
ie ſame, by reaſon of the remote diſtances of thoſe places, 
nll, as we hope, be no breach of the unity and uniformity 
Mbliſhed in this nation, have therefore thought fit, and do 
1 grant, ordain, and declare, that our royal will 
and 3 is, That no perſon within the ſaid colony, at 
Ay time Hereafter, ſhall be any - wiſe moleſted, puniſhed, diſ- 
ſucted, or called in queſtion, 12 differences in opinion 

3 E 2 in 
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Grant tothe in matters of religion, and do not actually diſturb the civ; 
— peace of our ſaid colony ; but that all and every perſon — 
ny of the perſons may, from time to time, and at all times hereafter 
free exerciſe freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judgment; 
of their reli- and conſciences, in matters of religious concernments 


gion, 


| They mall aforeſaid, are graciouſly 
enjoy the have and enjoy the benefit of our late act of indemnity, an 
— of free pardon, as the reſt of our ſubjects in other our dominion 
indemnity, and territories have ; and to create and make them a body po 

- -- litic or corporate, with the powers or privileges herein afte 
Incorpora- mentioned: and accordingly, our will and pleaſure is, and e 
tion of di- our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, v 
vers erben. have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe preſent 
dence Plan. for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain, conſtitute, an 
tations. declare, That they the ſaid William Brenton, William Cad 


a. : 


Name of the 


corporation. VErnor and Company of the Engliſh Colony of Rhede [{and 


* 
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i 
ſ 


throughout the tract of land hereafter mentioned, they behay 
ing themſelves peaceably and quietly, and not uſing this [i 
to licentiouſneſs and profapeneſs, nor to the civil injy 
ry or outward diſturbance of others, any law, ſtatute or clauſ 
therein contained, or to be contained, uſage or cuſtom of thi 
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding 
And that they may be in the better capacity to defend them 
ſelves in their juſt rights and liberties againſt all the enemie 
of the Chriſtian faith, and others, in all reſpects, we have fur 
ther thought fit, and at the humble petition of the perſc 
ſed to declare, That they ſhal 


of 


ington, Nicholas Eaſton, Benedict Arnold, William Boul 

- Non, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, Joh 
Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexte 
Jn hall, Joſeph Clarke, Randall K Jol 
reene, John Roome, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore 
Richard Tew, William Field, Thomas Harris, James Barker 

| Rainſborrow, * Williams, and John Nickſor 
and all ſuch others as are now, or hereafter ſhall be admittec 

| free of the company and ſpciety of our colony of Providenc 
Plantations, in the Narraganſet Bay, in New England, ſhal 
be, from time to time, and for ever hereafter, a body corpe 
rate and politic, in fact and name, by the name of the Ge 


and Providence. Plantations,' ia New England, in America 
and that by the ſame name they and their ſucceſſors ſhall an 
may have perpetual ſucceſſion,” and ſhall and may be perſon occ 
able and capable in the lam ta ſue and be ſued, to plead and h ar 
impleaded, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend an 
to be defended, in all and fingular ſuits, cauſes, qua 
matters, actions, and things, of what kind or nature ſoeve 
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- nd alſo to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe lands, 
nM tcnements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, and the 
or WY fame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell and diſpoſe of, 
| x their own will and pleaſure, as other our liege people of 
bis our realm of England, or any corporation or body poli- 
tc within the ſame, may lawfully do; and further, That * 
the ſaid Governor and Company, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 

nd may, for ever hereafter, have a common ſeal, to ſerve and common 
use e for all matters, cauſes, things, and affairs whatſoever, of Seal. 
them and their ſucceſſors, and the ſame ſeal to alter, change, 
keak, and make new from time to time, at their will and 
leaſure, as they ſhall think fit. And further, we will and 
nie ain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
b declare and appoint, That for the better ordering and ma- Govern- 
weing of the Are and buſineſs of the ſaid company ane 
Leden, there ſhall be one governor, one deputy go- 
an mor, and ten aſſiſtants, to be from time to time conſtituted, 
onWefted, and choſen, out of the freemen of the ſaid company, 
br the time being, in ſuch manner and form as is hereafter in 
dieſe preſents expreſſed ; which ſaid officers ſhall apply them- 
Eves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and ordering of the 

eral buſineſs and affairs of and concerning the lands and 
mance herein aftermentioned to be granted, and the 
Jantation thereof, and the government of the people there. 
od od for the better execution of our royal pleaſure herein, we Appoint- 
dul for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign, name, conſtitute, meat of the 


obs! appoint, the aforeſaid Benedict Arnold to be the firſt and 1. dre, 
tereſent governor of the ſaid company, and the ſaid William. governor, . 


enton to be the deputy governor, and the ſaid William Boul- and «fit 
John Porter, Ro er Williams, Thomas Olney, John *** 
ker ich, John Greene, John Cogeſhall, James Barker, Wil- 
fon Field, and Joſeph Clarke, to be the ten preſent aſſiſtants 
ted the ſaid company, to continue in the ſaid ſeveral offices 
ncyectively, until the firſt Wedneſday which ſhall be in the 
bath of May now next coming. And further, we will, Tue — 
pe by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do or- nor may a- 
un and grant, That the governor of the ſaid company, for ſemble the 
and time being, or in his abſence, by ecaſion of ſickneſs, or {34 comps! 
eig, by his leave or permiſſion, the deputy goverpor, aChethinkd 
the time being, ſhall and may, from time to time, upon proper 
occaſions, give order for the aſſembling of the ſaid compa- 
d and calling them t er, to conſult and adviſe of the 

neſs and affairs of the ſaid company; and that for ever here- 


* 
* 


wies in every year, that is to ſay, on every firſt Wed- 
ne in the month of May, and on every laſt Wedneſday, 
| 7 g eer, in 


ing, managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of the ſaid go 
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in October, or oftener, in caſe it ſhall be requiſite, the aſſiſt 
ants, and ſuch of the freemen of the ſaid company, not ex 
ceeding fix perſons, for Newport, four perſons for each o 
the reſpective towns of Providence, Portſmouth, and War 
wick, and two perſons for each other place, town or city, whe 


ſhall be from time to time thereunto elected or deputed by the 
major part of the freemen of the reſpective places, towns ot 
places for which they ſhall be fo elected or deputed, ſhall have 


a general meeting or aſſembly, then and there to conſult, ad 
vile and determine, in and about the affairs and buſineſs o 
the faid company and plantations. And further, we do o 
our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion 
give and grant unto the ſaid governor and company of thi 
Engliſh colony of Rhode Iſland and Providence Plantations 
in New England, in America, and their ſucceſſors, That th 
governor, or in his abſence, or by his permiſſion, the deputy 
governor of the ſaid company, for the time being, the aſſiſt 
ants, and ſuch of the freemen of the ſaid company as ſhall be 
fo aforeſaid elected or deputed, or fo _ of them as ſhall b. 
preſent at ſuch meeting or aſſembly, as aforeſaid, ſhal] be cal 
ed the general aſſembly ; and that they, or the greateſt pa 
of them then preſent, whereof the governor, or deputy go 
vernor, and fix of the aſſiſtants at leaſt, to be ſeven, ſhall have 
and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power and 
authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, tt 
appoint, alter, and change ſuch days, times and places 0 
meeting, and general aſſembly, as they ſhall think fit, anc 
to chuſe, nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo mapy perſon 
as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be "_—_— to accept thi 
ſame, to be free of the ſaid company and body politic 
and them into the ſame to admit, and ta ele, and conſt: 
tute ſuch offices and officers, and to grant ſuch needfu 
commiſſions as they ſhall think fit and requiſite, for order 


vernor and company, and their ſucceſſors ; and, from tim 
to time, to make, ordain, conſtitute, or repeal, ſuch laws, it 
tutes, orders and ordinances, forms and ceremonies of go 
vernment and magiſtracy, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for th 
good and welfare of the AF company, and for the governmen 
and ordering of the lands and hereditaments herein after men 
tioned to be granted, and of the people that do, or at any tim 
hereafter ſhall inhabit, or be within the ſame ; ſo as ſuch laws 
ordinances, and conſtitutions, ſo made, be not contrary an 
repugnant unto, but, as near as may, agreeable to the ey | 
this our realm of England, conſidering the nature and con 

tution of the place and people there; and alſo, to n 
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r and direct, erect and ſettle ſuch places and courts of ju» 
a{di&tion, for hearing and determining of all actions, caſes, 
natters and things, happening within the ſaid colony and 
dantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute, and depending 
there, as they ſhall think fit; and alſo to diſtinguiſh and fer 
oth the ſeveral names and titles, duties, powers and limits, 
of each court, office and officer, ſuperior and inferior; and 
iſo, to contrive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and atteſ- 
ations, not repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable as 
loreſaid to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as are con- 
jenient and requiſite, with reſpect to the due adminiftration 
if juſtice, and due execution and diſcharge of all offices and 
places of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be<herein concern- 
e; and alſo to regulate and order the way and manner of all 
dections to offices and places of truſt, and to preſcribe, limit 
nd diſtinguiſh the number and bounds of all places, towns 
ind cities, with the limits and bounds herein after mention- 
ed, and not, herein particularly named, who have or ſhall 
hve the power of electing and fending of freemen to the ſaid 
xeneral afſembly ; and alſo to,order, direct and authoriſe, the 
mpoſing of lawful and reaſonable fines, mulcts, impriſon- 
vents, and executing other puniſhments, pecuniary and cor- 
poral, upon offenders and delinquents, according to the 
wurſe of other corporations, within this our kingdom of Eng- 
und; and again, to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, undec 
their common ſeal, or otherwiſe, ſuch fines, mulcts, impri- 
laments, ſentences, judgments and condemnations, as ſhalt 
le thought fit; and to direct, rule, order and diſpoſe of 


tha: other matters and things, and particularly that which re- 
meg ates to the making of purchaſes of the native Indians, as to 
it: them ſhall ſeem meet; whereby our ſaid people and inhabi- 


ants in the ſaid plantations, may be ſo religiouſly, peaceably 
nd civilly governed, as that by their good life, and orderly 
tonverſation, they may win and invite the native Indians of 
be country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true 
bod and Saviour of mankind ; willing, commanding and re- 
Juring, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs ſucceſ- 
brs, ordaining and appointing, that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes, 
wers and ordinances, inſtructions, impoſitions and directions, 
s ſhall be ſo made by the governor, deputy, aſſiſtants and 
ſemen, or ſuch number of them as aforeſaid, and publiſhed 
u writing under their common ſeal, ſhall be carefully and 
lay obſerved, kept, performed and put in execution, ac- 
Ording to the true intent and meaning of the ſame. And 
ſe our letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification 
itereof, ſhall be to all and every ſuch officers, ſuperior — in- 
ä erior, 
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ferior, from time to time, for the putting of the ſame ord 

laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, inſtructions and directions, in du 

execution againſt us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficien 

warrant and diſcharge. And further, our will and pleaſur 

is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſ 

There ſhall and ordain, That yearly, once in the year for ever hereafte 

gm "namely, the aforeſaid edneſday in May, and at the town o 

> zo. Newport, or elfewhere if urgent occaſion do require, the g0 

wernor, &c. vernor, deputy governor, and affiſtants of the ſaid compan 

r the te- and other officers of the ſaid company, or ſuch of them as th 

| bo am general afſembly ſhall chink fit, ſhall be in the ſaid gener: 

month of court or aftembly, to be held from that day or time, new] 

May. choſen for the year enſuing, by greater part of the ſaid cot 

| pany for the time being, as ſhall be then and there preſent 

Accidental And if it ſhall happen that the preſent governor, deputy gove 

3 nor, and affiſtants, by thefe preſents appointed, or any 150 h 

moval may fhall hereafter be newly chofen into their rooms, or any i 

be filled up them, or any other the officers of the ſaid company, ſhall die 

—_—_—_— be removed from his or their ſeveral offices or places, befor 
the ſaid general day of election, (whom we do hereby decl; 

Power to re- for any miſdemeanor or default, to be removable by the gove 

—_— nor, 'affiſtants and company, or ſuch greater part of them, i 

any other. any of the faid public courts to be affembled, as aforeſaid 

Ser, for chat then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lan 

2 miſae- to and for the ſaid governor, deputy governor, affiſtants an 

company aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be a 

ſembled, as is aforefaid, in any of their aſſemblies, to proce 

to a new election of one or more of their company, in t 

room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch officer or officers | 

dying or removed, according to their directions. Andi 

mediately upon and after ſuch election or elections made 

ſuch governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtant or aſſiſtants, or all 

other officer of the ſaid company, in manner and form afore 

aid, the authority, office and power, before given to the fo 

mer governor, depu 8 and other officer and office 

fo removed, in whoſe ſtead and place new ſhall be choſe 

"ſhall, as to him and them, and every of them reſpeQivel) 

ceaſe and determine: provided always, and our will and ple 

The ger. ſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe preſents appoints 

exp*ty to be the preſent governor, deputy governor, and aſſiſtants 

take ſolema the ſaid company, as thioſe which ſhall ſucceed them, and! 

euzag*- other officers to be appointed amd choſen as aforeſaid, ſha 

the date before the undertaking the execution of the ' ſaid offices Wie. 

of their places reſpectively, give their ſolemn engagement by oath Wl 

relpedive "Otherwiſe, for the due and faithful performance of their duti 
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a their ſeveral offices and places, before ſuch perſon or per- 
has as are by theſe preſents hereafter appointed to take and 
weive the ſame ; (that is to ſay) the ſaid Benedict Arnold, 
who is herein before nominated and appointed the. preſent 
prernor of the ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid en- 
gement before William Brenton, or any two of the ſaid 
Altants of the ſaid company, unto whom we do, by theſe 
weſents, give full power aud authority to „ and receive 
e ſame; and the ſaid William Brenton, who is hereby be- 
re nomitiated and —_— the preſent deputy governor 
{the ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid engagement be- 
e the ſaid Benedict Arnold, or any two of the aſſiſtants of 
te faid company, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give 
kl power and authority to require and receive the ſame ; 
the faid William Boulſton, John Porter, Roger Wil- 
ums, Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John 


engagement to 
— the ſaid 


| likewiſe, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, The gover- 
Pt and grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and their nuf n 
eſſors, by theſe preſents, that for the more peaceable and the colony 
ter y 1 of the ſaid plantations, it ſhall and may according 

lawful for the governor, deputy gayetnor, aſſiſtants, and 8 
| other officers and miniſters, of the ſaid company, in the already been 
miniſtration of juſtice, and exerciſe of government, in the in uſe chers 
I plantations, to uſe, exerciſe, and put in execution, ſuch (70: ves. 
wy * methods, to che taws' 
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we) an- methods, rules, orders, and diregtions, not being contrary ani 
ns in repugnant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as has bee 
ſame gen. heretofore given, uſed, and accuſtomed in ſuch caſes reſpectivel 
affembly. to be put in practice, until, at the next, or ſome other gener; 
IM aſſembly, eſpecial proviſion ſhall be made and ordained in th 
Power of cafes aforeſaid. And we do further, for us, our heirs and ſuc 
| people. and cCeſſots, give and grant unto the faid governor and company, an 
leading their ſucceſſors, by thefe preſents, that it ſhall and may belawfy 
chem out — to and for the ſaid governor, or in his abſence the deputy ge 
— lm. © vernor, and major part of the faid aſſiſtants for the time being, a 
that ſhall any time, when the faid general aſſembly is not ſitting, to nomi 
znvade the nate, appoint and conftituteſuch and-ſo many commanders, g 
2 vernors, and military officers, as to them ſhall ſeem requiſit 
for the leading, adutting, and training up the inhabitants 
the faid plantations in martial affairs, and for the defence ani 
fafeguard of the ſaid plantations ; and that it ſhall and may b 
lawful to and for all and every ſuch commander, governor, ant 
military officer, that ſhall be ſo as aforeſaid, or by the governo 
or in his abſence the deputy governor, and ſix of the affiſtant 
and major — of the freemen of the ſaid company, preſent : 
any general aſſemblies, nominated, appointed and conftitutec 
according to the tenor of his and their reſpective commiſſions an 
directions, to aſſemble, exerciſe in arms, marſhal, array, and p 
. in warlike poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, for thei 
 _- eſpecial defence and ſafety; and to lead and conduct the fai 
inhabitants, and to encounter, repulſe, and reſiſt by force c 
arms, as well by ſea as by land, and alſo to kill, ſlay an 
deſtroy, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatſc 
ever, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, as ſhall at an 
time hereafter attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſio 
detriment or annoyance of the ſaid inhabitants or plantations 
and to uſe and exerciſe the law martial, in ſuch caſes only a 
occafion ſhall neeeſſarily require; and to take and ſurprize 
by all ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perlo 
and perſons, with their ſhip or ſhips, armour, ammunition 
or other goods of ſuch perſons as ſhall in hoſtile mannef 1 
 _ -  yade or attempt the defeating of the faid plantation, or tt 
nd - » Bl hurt of. the ſaid company and inhabitants; and upon jul 
Tee Cauſes to invade and deftroy the natives, Indians, or otbe 
© Bhat they enemies of the ſaid colony. Nevertheleſs, our will and plea 
pay as in- ſure is, and we do hereby declare, to the reſt of our colonis 
mens in New. England, that it ſhall/not'be Jawful for this our (at 
es colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantations in Am 
other colo- rica, in New-England, to invade the natives inhabiting with 
Ae in the bounds and limits of their faid- colonies, without ® 
"ate as Ws Ca . know 

» Gi colonies 
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1 of our loving ſubjects whatſoever, from ufing and ęxer- Lbeny af 
clin 2 
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tnowledge and conſent of the ſaid other colonies. - And it is Aud the o- 
hereby declared, that it ſhall not be lawful to or for the reſt of 22 N 
the colonies to invade or moleſt the native Indians, or any other under the 
inhabitants inhabiting within the bounds or limits hereafter ſame reſtrie- 
mentioned, (they having ſubjected themſelves unto us, and pars . 
being by us taken into our ſpecial protection) without Indians that 
the knowledge and conſent of the governor and company inhabit 

of our colony of Rhode-Iſland and Providence plantation. Rhode-Iul. 
Alſo our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare unto Proviſion in 
ll Chriſtian Kings, Princes and States, that if any perſon, caſe any of 
which ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid company or plantation, — 
or any other by appointment of the ſaid governor and com- colony of 
pany, for the time being, ſhall at any time or times hereafter Rhode 


job or ſpoil, by ſea or land, or do any hurt, or unlawful full rob or 


injure the 


hoſtility, to any of the ſubjects of us. our heirs and ſuc- ſubjects of 


ceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any Prince or State, being any fate in 
len in league with us, our heirs and ſucceſſors ; upon com- _— — 
plaint of ſuch injury done to any ſuch Prince or State, or 

their ſubjects, we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, will make open 
proclamation, within any parts of our realm of England, fit 

for that purpoſe, that the perſon or perſons committing any 

ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall, within the time limited by ſuch 
proclamation, make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch 

injuries done or committed, fo as the ſaid Prince, or others ſo 
complaining, may be fully ſatisfied and contented; and if 


the ſaid perſon or perſons, who ſhall commit any ſuch rob- E 


ery or ſpoil, ſhall not make ſatis faction accordingly within 
ſuch time ſo to be limited, that then we, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, will put ſuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance 
and protection; and that then it ſhall and may be lawful 
and free for all Princes or others, to proſecute with hoſtility 


ſuch offenders, and every of them, their and every of their 


curers, aiders, abettors and counſellors, in that behalf. 


Frovided alſo, and our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we do Refervation 


by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceflors, ordain and to the king's 
appoint, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner binder Prem che 


. 


g the trade of fiſhing upon the coaſt of New-Englag in fins 
America, but that they, and every or any of them, ſhalt have 2258 
full and free power and liberty to continue and uſe the trade is colony 
fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thereunto ad 
Pining, or any arms of the ſea, or ſalt- Water, rivers and 
treeks, where they have been accuſtomed to fiſh, and ta 
build and ſet wpon the waſte land belonging to the ſaid colony 


and plantations; ſuch ' wharfs, ſtages, and work-houſes as 
| F 2 TP FO ah 
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il be neceſſary for the ſalting, drying and keeping of thei 
A. to be taken or gotten —— that coaſt, And — 0 
the encvuragement of the inhabitants of our ſaid colony o 
Providence- plantation, to ſet upon the buſineſs of takin: 
whales, it ſhall be lawful for them, or any of them, having 
truck a whale, dubertus, or other great fiſh, it or them 1 1 
purſue unto that coaſt, and into any bay, river, cove, creek 
or ſhore, belonging thereto, and it or them, upon the (aid 
coaſt, or in the ſaid bay, river, cove, creek or ſhore, belong. 
ing thereto, to kill and order for the beſt advantage without 
moleſtation, they making no wilful waſte or fpoil ; any thing 
in theſe preſents contained, or any other matter or thing te 
Vineyards, the contrary notwithſtanding. And further alſo, we ar 
2, graciouſly pleaſed, and do hereby declare, that if any of the 
| inhabitants of our ſaid colony do ſet upon the planting « 
5+»  . Vineyards, . ſoil and climate both ſeeming naturally te 
net concur to production of wines) or be induftrious in the 
diſcqvery of fiſhing-banks, in or about the ſaid colony, 
will, from time to time, give and allow all due and fitting 
* encouragement therein, as to others in caſes of like nature 
2 And further of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, an 


ES w 
T., 


* 


| o give and grant 

unto the ſaid governor and company of the Engliſh colony o 

who alt  Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation in the Narraganſet 

de willing bay in New-England, in America, and to every inhabitan 
to go thi- 4 . . 

998 there, and to every perſon and perſons — 14 and 

ES to every ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall be- free of the 

faid colony, full power and authority, from time to time 

and at all times hereafter, to take, ſhip, tranſport, and car 

away, out of any of our realms and dominions, for and te 

wards the plantation and defence of the ſaid colony, ſuch and 

fo many of our loving ſubjects and ſtrangers, as ſhall or wil 

williogly 8 them in and to their ſaid colony anc 

ntation, except ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall by 

Ft therein reſtrained by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any la 

. or ſtatute of this realm; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport all anc 

» over all manner of goods, chattels, merchandize, and other thing 


- 


| © goods nnd whatſoever, that are or ſhall be uſeful or neceſſary for the ſaid 
dize from 


plantations, and. defence thereof, and uſually tranſported 
and not prohibited by any law or ſtatute of this our realm 
yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſuel 
the dustes, Su ae and ſubſidies, as are or ought to be pate 

de- of payable for the ſame, And further, our will and pleaſun 
9 . is, and we do, for us, pur heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain, 0 


* 1 
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heir ſucceſſors, that all and every the ſubjects of us, our 
irs and ſucceſſors, which are already planted and ſettled 
githin our ſaid colony of Providence plantations, or which 
ball hereafter go to inhabit within the ſaid colony, and all 
md every of their children which have been born there, of 
wich ſhall happen hereafter to be born there, or on the ſea 
ping thither or returning from thence, ſhall have and enjoy 
{liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjects, with- 
ul any the dominions of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, to all in- 
mts, conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, as if they and 


pors, do give, grant and confirm, unto the ſaid governor 
u company, and their ſucceſſors, all that part of our do- 
kinions, in New-England in America, containing the Na- 
antiek and Nanhyganſett alias Narraganſett bay and coun- 
re es and parts adjacent, bounded on the weſt, or weſterly, 


mae middle or channel of a river there, commonly called and 
) n by the name of Paweatuck alias Pawcawtuck river, 
nt ud ſo along the ſaid river, as the greater or middle ſtream 


ſereof reacheth or lies up into the north country, northward 
to the head thereof, and from thence by a ſtrait line drawn 
an north, until it meet with the ſouth line of the Maſſa- 
ess colony, and on the north or northerly by the afore- 

8 fouth or ſoutherly line of the Maſſachuſets colony or 
meſentation, and extending towards the eaſt or eaſtwardh 
ee Engliſh miles, to the eaſt and north-eaſt of the mo 

and north eaſtern parts of the aforeſaid Narraganſert 

J, as the ſaid bay lieth or extendeth itſelf from the ocean 
the ſouth or fouthwardly, unto the mouth of the river 
eh runneth towards the town of Providence, and from 
nce along the eaſtwardly ſide or bank of the ſaid river 
eder called by the name of Seacunck river) up to the falls 
and Patucket falls, being the moſt weſtwardly line of Ply- 
100 ech coteny ; and ſo from the ſaid falls, in a trait line 


ea ee colony, and bounded on the fouth by the ocean, 
alm in 3 the lands belonging to the town of Provi- 
kee, Patuxit, Warwicke, Miſquammacock alias Pawca- 

*, and the reſt upon the main land, in the tract aforeſaid, 
ther with Rhode-Iſland, Blocke-Ifland, and all the reſt 
ve iſlands and banks in the Narraganſett bay, * bor- 
ering 


ery of them were born within the realm of England. And — of 


ther know ye, that we, of our more abundant grace, cer- the colony 


tin knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted and to the ſaid 
firmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſuc- governor & 


d north, until it meet with the aforeſaid line of the Maſſa- 


4 


Th and grant, unto the ſaid governor and company, and —— 


— 


— eli co- into and through the reſt of the Engliſh dolonies, upon t 
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b dering upon the coaſt of the tract aforeſaid, (Fiſhers. Ila 
only excepted) together with all firm lands, ha ground 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines royal, and? 
other mines, minerals, precious ſtones, quarries, wood 
wopd-grounds, rocks, lates, and all and ſingular other co 
modities, juriſdictions, . royalties, privileges, franchiſes, pre 

| emmences and hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſa 
tract, bounds, lands and iſlands aforeſaid, to them or 2 
Habefitum. of them belonging, ar in any-wiſe appertaining. To ha 
and to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid governor and company 

and their ſucceſſors for ever, upon truſt, for the uſe and 

gnmeſit of themſelves, and their aſſociates, freemen of the 

Tenenduri. colony, their heirs and aſſigns. To be holden of us, © 
© 1, heirs and ſucceſſors as of the manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, 
WY our county of Kent, in free and common ſocage, and n 
. in Sapite, nor by Knight's ſervice.  Yielding and pa 
ing therefore to us, dur heirs and ſucceſſors, only the fif 
part Sf all the ore of gold and filver, which from time 
time, and at all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, h 
of. ined, in lieu and ſatis faction of all ſervices, dutic 
fines, ſorſeitures made or to be made, claims and deman 
whatſoeyer, to be to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, therefore 
thereput rendered, made or paid; any grant or clauſe, in 
late grant to the governor and company of Connecticut cole 
in America, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtan 
ing; the aforeſaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded aft 
much debate, for the fixed and certain bounds between the 
our ſaid colonies, by the agents thereof, who have a 
=» that the ſaid Pawcatuck river ſhall be alſo called ali 
arrogancett or Narroganſett river, and to prevent fut 
diſputes that otherwiſe might ariſe thereby, for ever he 
after, ſhall be conſtrued, deemed and taken to be the N 
ragancett river, in our late grant to Connecticut colot 

Appeals to mentioned as the anger bounds of that colony, And ſ 
the king. ther, our will and pleaſure is, that in all matters of put 
controyerſies, which may fall out between out colony of P 

vidence plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, 

heirs and ſucceſſors, for redreſs in ſuch caſes, within ti 

Liberty to gar realm of England; and that it ſhall be lawful to and 
— {as the inhabitants of the ſaid colony of Providence plantatic 


ſs thro | 
—— without lett or moleſtation, to paſs and repaſs with freed 


- 


| Jawful and civil occaſions, and to converſe, and hold co 
merce, and trade with ſuch of the inhabitants of our ot 
Eagjiſh coloney as ſhall be willing to admit them thereof 


= 
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they behaving themſelves peaceably among them; any act, 


we dauſe or ſentence, in any of the ſaid colonics provided, or 
| hat ſhalt be provided, to the 'contraty in any wiſe notwith- 
knding. And laſtly, we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 


ain and grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and 
heir ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe our letters pa- 
ots ſhall . be firm, good, effectual and available, in all 
Mags in the Jaw, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes 
whatſoever, according to our true intent and meaning herein 
fore declared; and {hall be conſtrued, reputed and adjudg- 
J in all caſes, moſt . favourably on the behalf, and for the 
t benefit and behoof of the faig governor and company, 
ad their ſucceſſors, although expreſs mention, &c. In wits 
x6, &c, witneſs, &c. os 


Per Igſum Regem. 


FIRST: CHARTER OF 
Firſt Charter granted to the Colony of the Mass4 
oO == _cnvsiTes Bar, 1644. X 


CHARLES by the grace of God, King of England, Scot 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c, 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. 


'HEREAS our moſt deare and royal Father King James 
of bleſſed memory, by his Highneſs's letters patents 
beareing date at Weſtminſter the third day of November, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, hath given and granted unte 
the Councel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon 
for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New 
England in America, and to their heirs ſucceſſours and affigne 
for ever: All that part of America lying and being in breadt 
from fourty degrees of northerly latitude from the equinoxtial 
line, to fourty-eight degrees of the ſaid northerly latitude in 
cluſively, and in leogeh of and within all the breadth aforeſaid 
throughout the maine lands from ſea to ſea, together allc 
with all the firme lands, ſoyles, grounds, havens, ports, rivers 
waters, fiſhing, mines, and mineralls, as well royall mine 
of gould and filver, as other mines and mineralls, precious 
ſtones, quarries, and all and ſingular other eommodities 
juriſdictions, privileges, franchiſes and preheminences both 
within the ſaid tract of land upon the maine, and alſo withi 
the iſlands and ſeas adjoining, Provided always that the ſaid 
iſlands or any the premiſſes by the ſaid letters patent intended 
and meant to be granted were not then actually poſſeſſed o 
inhabited by any other chriſtian prince, or ſtate, nor within 
the bounds limits or territories of the ſouthern colonies then 
before granted by our ſaid deare father to be planted by ſuch 
of his loving ſubjects in the ſouthern parts, To have and to 
Hold, poſſeſs and enjoy all and fingular the aforeſaid continent, 
lands, territories, iſlands, hereditaments and precincts, ſeas, 
waters, fiſhings, with all and all manner their commodities, 
royalties, liberties, preheminences, and profits that ſhould 
from thenceforth ariſe from thence, with ah and ſingular theit 
appurtenances, and every part and parcel thereof, unto 
ſaid Councel, and their ſucceſſors and affignes for w_—_— 


Strg g S8. 
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he ſole and proper uſe, benefit and behoof of them the ſaid 
Councel and their ſucceſſors and aſſignes for ever: To be Teaurs, 
dulden of our ſaid moſt dear and royal Father, his heirs and 
kecefſors, as of his mannor of Eaft- reenwich in the county 
Kent, in free and common ſoccage, and not in capite nor 
jr knights ſervice. Yielding and paying therefore to the ſaid Rent. 
ke King, bis heirs and ſueceſſors the fifth part of the oare of 
puld and ſilver which ſhould from time to time and at all 
imes then after happen to be found, gotten, had and obtain- 
o,in, at, or within any of the lands, limits, territories and 
reincts, or in or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in 
xpect of all and all manner of duties, demands and ſervices 
nhatſoever to be done made or paid to our ſaid dear Father 
the late K ing, his heirs and ſucceſſors; as in and by the ſaid 
ktters patent (amongſt ſufdry other clauſes, powers, privi- 

and grants therein contained) more at large appeareth. 
And whereas the ſaid Councel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the Recital of a 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and 872" of the 
prerning of New-England, in America, have by their deed — 
indented under their commou ſeal, bearing date the nine - chuſetts 
tenth day of March laſt paſt, in the third year of our reign, Ban, (being 
yen, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, aliened and con- — 
— to Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Young, knights, before- 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphrey, John Endicott and mentioned) 
Symon Whetcomb, their heirs and aſſociates for ever, all Cunell or 
that part of New-England in America aforeſaid, which lieth pmouth 
and extendeth between a great river there commonly called to Sir Hen, 
Monomack, alias Merrimack, and a certain other river there Roſewell 
called Charles river, being the bottom of a certain bay there — 
commonly called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, alias 3 Car. = 
Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all and fingular thoſe lands and 
hereditaments whatſoever lying and being within the ſpace 
of three Engliſh miles on the ſouth part of the ſaid Charles 
liver, or of any or every part thereof, and alſo all and {angular 
the lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying and bein 
within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the ſouthward 4 
the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſetts, 
alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and allo all 
thoſe lands and bereditaments which lye and be within the 
MW {pace of three Engliſh miles to the northward of the ſaid river 
e called Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward. of 
ir <4: every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments 

—Þ ogg Bas within the limits aforeſaid, north and ſouth 

nan latitude and breadth, and in length and longitude, of and 
co vithin all the breadth * throughout the main lands 


SA 


* 
- 


Tenure. 


manner of duties, demands and fervices wharfoeyer, to de 


ever, with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
- Rouſewell, Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John 


a ene hereafter happen to be found, * had and 
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there, from — POET We orc ſea and ocean on t 
eaſt 'part, to ut on the weſt part, and all lane 
and ants, place and places, ſoils, © wood and woc 
| 4 havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhing and heredi 
ents whatſoever, lying within the ſaĩd bounds and limi 
and every part and thereof, and alfo all iflands lyin 
in America aforſaid in the ſaid ſeas or either of them on th 
weſterne or eaſterne coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of land 
by the ſaid indenture mentioned to be given, granted, bar 
gained, fold, enfeoffed, aliened and confirmed or any « 
: And alſo all mines and mineralls, as well royal 
Mines of gould and ſilver, as other mines and mineralls what 
foever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any part thereof 
And all juriſdictions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms 
immunities, priviledges, franchiſes, preheminencies, ant 
commodities whatſoever, which they the ſaid Councel 
bliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon for the plant 
ing ruling ordering and governing of New-England i 
America then had or might uſe, exerciſe or enjoy, in ane 
within the ſaid lands and premiſſes by the ſaid indenture 
mentioned to be given, granted, bargained, ſould, enfeoffec 
and confirmed, or in or within any part or parcel thereof 
To have and to hould the ſaid part of New-England ir 
America which lyeth and extends and is abutted as afore 
ſaid, and every part and parcel thereof: And all the faid 
Hands, rivers, ports, havens, waters, fiſhings, mines and 
minerals, juriſdictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, pri- 
, commodities, hereditaments and premiſſes whatſo- 


Humfrey, John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 
heirs and affignes, and their aſſociates, to the only proper 
and abſolute uſe and behoof of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir _ — 6 Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
EF and Symon Whetcomb, their beires and affignes, 
and affociates evermore. To be houlden of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, as of our mannot of Eaſt-Greenwich in 
the county of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not 
in capite, nor by knights ſervice, yielding and paying there- 
Fore unto us. our heirs and ſueceſſors, the fifth part of the 
of gould and filver which ſhalt from time to time and 


obtained; in any of the ſaid lands within the faid limits, er 
in or within any part thereof, for and in ſatisfaction 


1 done, 
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e, made or paid to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, as in and 
che ſaid recited indenture more at lardge _ appear. 
bow know ye, that we, at the humble ſuite and petition 

the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Thomas 
buthcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, and Symon 
Whetcomb, and of others whom they have aſſociated unto 


and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir 
fn Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
ecott, and Symon Whetcomb, and to their aſſociates 
tereafter named (vide licet) Sir Richard Saltonftall, Knut. 
lac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanael Wright, Samuel 
fall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
5 Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
affall, William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
ud aſfignes, all the ſaid part of New England in America, 
heing and extending betweene the bounds and limits in 
E rid recited indenture expreſſed, and all lands and 


unds, place and places, ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, 
— ports, rivers, waters, mines, mineralls, juriſdic- 
tons, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, pri- 
nledges, franchiſes, preheminences, hereditaments and com- 
nodities whatſoever to them the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
tic John Younge, Thomas Southcott,, John Humfrey, 
John: Endecott and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and 
afignes, and to their aſſociates by the ſaid recited indenture 
given, granted, bargained, ſould, enfeoffed, aliened andeonfirm- 
ed,or mentioned or intended thereby to be given, granted, bar - 
gained, ſould, enfeoffed, aliened and —. 

to hould the ſaid part of New England in America and other 
the premiſes hereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed 
and every part or parcell thereof, with the appurtenances, unto 
the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Vounge, Sir Richard 
daltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, - John Humfrey, John En- 
decott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alder- 
key, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, In- 
freaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Natha» 
niel 2 Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Boffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and 
George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſkgnes for ever, to their 


% 


33 80 * 


* 


e wy rere 


em, Have, for divers good cauſes and conſiderations us Confirma- 
ing, granted and confirmed, and by theſe preſents of tion of the 


þ a : faid laſt 
wr eſpeciall grace, certain knowledge and meere motion, do dite * 


by bK 


o have and Habendum. 


"I 


Tenure. 


Rent, and not in capite nor by knights ſervice, and alſo yielding 


the fame Siven and granted, and by theſe preſents do for us our heit 
perſons by and ſucceſſors give and grant unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell 
the King Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South 
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only proper and abſolute uſe and behoofe for evermore. Te 
be houlden of us our heirs and fucceſſours as of our manno 
of Eaſt Greenwich aforefaid in free and common ſoccase 


and paying therefore to us our heirs and ſucceſſours the fifth 
part only of all oare of gould and filver, which from time 
to time and at all times hereafter ſhall be there gotten, had ot 
obtained, for all ſervices, exactions and demands whatſoever 
according to the tenure and reſervation in the ſaid recited in 
tefthe denture expreſſed. And further know ye, that of our more 
nd efpeciall grace, certain knowledge and meere motion, we have 


cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe 
Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſy, John Ven, Matthew Crad 
dock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, 
Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Gofte, Thomas Adams, John 
Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall 
William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 
aſſignes, all that part of New-England in America which 
lies and extends between a great river there commonly called 
Monomack river, alias Merrymack river, and a certain other 
river there called Charles river, being in the bottom of a cer- 
tain bay there commonly called. Maſſachuſets, alias Matta- 
chuſets, alias Maſſatuſets bay, and alſo all and ſingular thoſe 
lands and hereditaments whatſoever lying within the ſpace of 
three Engliſh miles on the ſouth part of the ſaid river called 
Charles river, or of any or every part thereof, and alſo all 
and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever lyeing 
and being within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the 
ſouthward: of the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay called 
Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſets bay. 
And alſo all thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever which 
lye and be within the ſpace, of three Engliſh miles to the 
northward of the ſaid river called Monomack, alias Mer- 
rimack, or to the 'northward of any and every part there- 
of, and all lands and hereditaments whatſoever lyeing with- 
in the limits - aforeſaid north and ſouth in Jatitude and 
breadth, and in length and, longitude of and within all 
the breadth aforeſaid throughout the maine lands there, from 
the Atlantick and .weſtern fea and ocean on the e 
part, to the ſouth ſoa on the weſt parte, and all lands and 
grounds, place and places, ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters and hereditaments g 
yein 
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ling within the ſaid bounds and limits, and every part and 
— thereof, and alſo all iſlands in America aforeſaid in 
ſaid ſeas or either of them, on the weſtern or eaſtern 
gaſtes, or partes of the ſaid tracts of lands hereby mentioned 
pbe given or granted or any of them, and all mines and 
ineralls as well royall mines of gould and filver as other 
jines and mineralls whatſoever in the ſaid lands and pre- 


hin any the rivers or waters within the bounds and limits 
threſfaid and the feas thereunto adjoining, and all fiſhes, 
wal fiſhes, whales, balan, ſturgeon, and other fiſhes of what 
ind or nature ſoever, that ſhall at any time hereafter be taken 
hor within the ſaid ſeas or waters or any of them, by the 


sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
e eonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, Jobn En- 
det, Symon W hetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, 


bn Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Va all, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas 
tchins, William Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George 
faxcroft, their heirs and aſſignes, ar by any other perſon or 
ſons whatſoever there inhabiting, by them or „ of them 
pointed to fiſh therein. Provided . that if the ſaid lands, 
lands, or any other the premiſſes herein before mentioned, and 
theſe preſents intended and meant to be granted, were at 


6 We time of the granting of the ſaid former letters patents, 
of Wed the third day of November, in the eighteenth yeate of 
Ir faid deare fathers reigne aforeſaid, actually poſſeſſed or ins 


wited by any other cbriſtian prince or ſtate, or were within 
de bounds, limits, or territories of that ſoutherne colonie 
n before granted by our ſaid late father to be planted by 


Yo then this preſent grant ſhall not extend to any ſuch parts 
cn parcells thereof, ſo formerly inhabited or lying within the 
he unds of the ſouthern plantation as aforeſaid, but as to 
To 


loſe parts or parcells ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited by ſuch chriſ- 
ul be utterly voide, theſe preſents or any thing therein con- 


33 the ſaid parts of New-England in America, 

(cl We tend and are abutted as aforeſaid and every 
ut and parcel] thereof, and all the iſlands, rivers, ports, 
wens, waters, 'fiihings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, juriſdictions, 


whatſoever, with the appurtenances, unto the = 
| I's 


nes or any part thereof, and free liberty of fiſhing in or 


Proviſfoe, 


ers of his loveing ſubjects in the ſouth parts of America, 


Wn prince or ſtate, or being within the bounds aforeſaid, ' 


f hiſes, royalties; liberties, priviledges, commodities ' and 


9» 


— 


med to the contrary notwithſtanding. To have and to hould, Habendem. 


- 
- 
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Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Salton 
fall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecotr 
Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderley, Joh 
en, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowel| 
Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham. Nathaniell Wright 
Samucl V aſl: » Theophilus Eaton, T homas Goffe, The T 
Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchings 
William Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft 
their, heirs and aſſignes forever, to the only proper ane 
3 uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell 
ir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South 
cott, — Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe 
Ifanc, ſohnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthen 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richa 
Pe Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samus 
V Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas A dan 
ahn Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, Willi 
aſſall, William Pinchon, and 


yeelding payi 
bdieires and ſucceſſors the fifth part © 


of all oare of gou 
| which from time to time and at all times hercaft 
mall be there gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices, 
actions and demands whatſoever. Provided alwayes ande 
expreiie will and meancing is, that onely one fifth part of t 
gould and ſilver oare above mentioned in the whole, and 1 

more,” be reſerved or payeable unto us, our 'heirs and ſucee 

ours, by colour or vertue of theſe preſents, the double 
fervacions or recitals aforeſaid, or any thing therein cantair 

Neceflity of gotwithftanding.” And for as much as the good and pre 
3 s ſucceſſe af the plantation of the ſaid parts of Ne 
70 che fur, England aforeſaid intended by the ſaid Sit Henry Roſewe 
ceſs of the Bir John Vounge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas Sout 
intended cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon W hetcoml 
| Iſaac ' Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, - Matti 
— 'Geor 1 re _ - Rich 

Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Sam 
Vaſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Ada 

ohn Browne, Samuel:Browne, Thomas Hutchins, Wil 

I, William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, to 


_ Vaſſal 
'f tt upon, cannot but chiefely depend, next un 
ticking of Almighty God and the ſupport of our m 
Din 7 ien a 2 auth 


3 | 
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uthority, upon the overnment of the ſame, to the end 
that the fairs and afinelſes which from time to time ſhall 
kpperrand ariſe concerning the ſaid lands and the plantation 
the ſame, may be the better managed and ordered. We Incorpora- 
be further hereby of our eſpeciall grace, certain knowledge — 
md meere motion, given, granted and confirmed, and for the fd 
&, our heires and ſucceſſours, do give, grant and confirme Land, 
into our faid truſtie and well-beloved fabjeRts, Sir Henry 
loſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas 
huthcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whet- 

wb, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 
[addock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard 

. Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel! Wright, Samuel 

ll, 

ban 


Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
rowne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
fall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, and for 
our heires and ſucceſſours, wee will and ordaine, That 
aid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Itonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
Ecott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, 
An Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe . 
towel], Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
omas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas 
ltchins, William Vaflall, William Pinchon, and George 
ucroft, and all ſuch others as ſhall hereafter be admitted 
W made free of the companie and ſociety hereafter mentioned, 
from time to time and at all times forever hereafter be 
q virtue of theſe preſents one body corporate, politique in 
a and name, by the name of the Gere and companie Name of the 
the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England: And them by Corporation 
name of the Governor and Companie of the Mafſachu- 
Is Bay in New England, one body politique and corporate 
ted, fact and name, wee doe for us our heirs and ſuc- 
Wrsmake, ordaine, conſtitute and confirme by theſe preſents, 
chat by that name they fhall have perpetuall 5 perpetual 
that by the fame name they and their ſucceffors ſhall and Succeffion. 
I be capable and inabled, as well to implecade ind to be capacity to 
pleaded, and to profecute, demand and anfWer, and be an- plead and be 
G wito, in all and fingular ſuites, cauſes, quarrels, and impleaded. 
Wit, of what kind and nature foever. And alſe to have, ur 
V polſeſſe, acquire and purchaſe any lands, tenements, aber . 
lerrditaments, of any goods of chattells, the fame to 6e 
grant, demiſe, allen, bargain, fell ang Uiſpole of, A 
Tout leige people of this out realme of Engfand, or any 
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other corporation or body politique of the ſame may lawful! 
Common doe, And further, that the ſaid Governor and (er 
— and their ſucceſſors: may have forever one common ſeale t 
| be uſed in all cauſes and occaſions of the ſaid Companie, an 
= the ſame ſeale may alter, change, break and new make fro 
The Go- oe time to time at their pleaſures. And our will and pleaſure is 
the lad and we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaine an 
Corporation grant, that from henceforth for ever there ſhall be one Ge 
. A Governor Vernor, one deputy Governor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants of th 
andeighteen ſame Companie, to be from time to time conſtituted, electe 
and choſen out of the freemen of the ſaid Companie for th 

time beinge, in ſuch manner and forme as hereafter in the 
TheirPower Preſents is expreſſed, Which ſaid officers ſhall apply them 
and Duty. ſelves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and ordering of t 
| ome buſineſs and affaires of for — concerning the (ai 

ands and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted, and th 
plantation thereof, and the government of the people there 

And for the better execution of our royall pleaſure an 

ar in this behalfe, we do by theſe preſents, for us o 
Nomination heirs and ſucceſſors, nominate, ordaine, make, and conſtitut 
of the firſt our well beloved the ſaid Matthew Craddock, to be the fl 
aw 9" and preſent Governor of the ſaid Companie, and the fai 
Ants. Thomas Goffe to be deputy Governor of the ſaid Companie 
and the ſaid Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Iſaac Johnſon, $ 
muel Alderſey, John Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott 
Symon Whetcombe, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, N. 
thaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, The 
mas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, Georg 
Foxcroft, William Vaſſall, and William Pinchon to bet 

g ſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie to continue in tt 

ſaid ſeveral offices reſpectively for ſuch time and in ſu 
manner as in and by theſe preſents is bereafter declared 
Power to aſ- appointed. And further we will, and by theſe preſents, fe 
ſemble the ys, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordaine and grant that tt 
— Governor of the ſaid Companie for the time being, or 
| his abſence, by occaſion of fickneſs or otherwiſe, the deput 
Governor for the time being ſhall have authority from tin 
to time, upon all occaſions, to give order for the afſembli 
of the ſaid Companie, and calling them together to cor 
ſult and adviſe of the buſineſs and affaires of the f 
. Companie. And that the ſaid Governor, deputy Governd 
Courts, e and Affiſtants of the ſaid Companie for the time being, f. 
or may once every month, or oftner at their pleaſures, 
ſemble and hould and keep a, court or aſſembly of ther 
* ſelyes for the better ordering and direRiog of their af 
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Ind that any ſeven or more perſons of the Aſſiſtants, together 

th the Governor or deputy Governor ſo aſſembled, ſhall be 

a, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ſhall be a full and 

cient court or aſſembly of the faid Companie, for the 

kodiing, ordering and diſpatching of all ſuch buſineſſes and 

currents, as ſhall from time to time happen, touching 

concerning the ſaid Companie or plantation. And that Four general 

bete ſhall or may be held and kept by the Governor or de- — S 

uty Governor of the ſaid Companie, and ſeven of more of Company in 
ſaid Aſſiſtants for the time being, upon every laſt Wed- 2 Year. 

day in Hillary, Eaſter, Trinity and Michaelmas Termes - 

epectively for eber, one great, generall and ſolemn aſſembly, 

Mich four general Aſſemblies ſhall be ſtyled and called, the 

ure greate and generall courts of the faid Company: In 

Il or any of which ſaid greate and generall courts fo aſſem- 

ed, We do, for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, give and 

mnt to the faid Governour and Companie and theire ſuc- 

ours, that the Governour, or in his abſence the deputy 

Governour, of the ſaid Companie for the time being, and 

Ich of the Aſſiſtants and freemen of the. ſaid Companie as 

ball be preſent or the greater number of them fo aſſembled, 

phereof the Governour or deputy Governour and fix of the 

diſtants, at the leaſt to be ſeven, ſhall have full power and Power to 

uthority to chooſe, nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo many — . 

tthers as they ſhall thinke fitt, and that ſhall be willing to fad Com- 

Keept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid Company and Body, pany; 


ch officers as they ſhall thinke fitt and requiſite for the or- officers of 
ring, managing and diſpatching of the affaires of the ſaid 5 
Loverhor and Companie and theire ſucceſſours: And to nd to make 
make laws and ardinances for the good and welfare of the ſaid laws and or- 
Lompanie, and for government and ordering of the ſaid lands — 2 
and . and the people inhabiteing and to inhabite 
de ſame; as to them from time to time ſhall be thought 

meete, So as ſuch lawes and ordinances be not contraty or 

Rpughant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realme of 

Lngland, And bur will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby The Gover- 
kr us, our heires and ſucceſſours eſtabliſh and ordaine, That vor —— de- 
arely once in the yeare forever hereafter, namely the Lear mon 
dneſday in Eafter terme yearely, the Governour, deputy fiſtants, mall 
Lovernour and Affiſtants of the faid Companie, and all other be choſen 
icers of the ſaid Compagnie ſhall be in the generall court, 1 Hafer. 
r allemblis, to be held for that day or time, newly choſen for 
te yeare inſueing by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Companie 
br the time being, then a or preſent, as is aforei 1 


ud them into the ſame to admit: And to elect and conſtitute and to elect 
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—_— of And if it ſhall happen the preſent Governour, deputy G 
ves. yernour and Aſſiſtants by theſe preſents appointed, or ſo 
the offices as ſhall hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or: 
* 3 laid of them, or any other of the officers to be appointed for the ſ 
Cern Companie, to dye, or to be removed from his or their ſeve 
by deaths or Offices or places before the ſaid general} day of election (we 
removals. we do hereby declare for any miſdemeanor or defect to be 
Pomet given moveable by the Governor, deputy Governor, Affſtants : 
| += ng Companie, or ſuch greater part of them in any of the publi 
move their Courts to be aſſembled as is aforeſaid) that then and in eve 
officers for * ſuch cafe it ſhall and may be lawfull to and for the Governo 
— deputy Governour, Aſſiſtants, and Companie aforeſaid, 
ſuch greater part of them ſo to be aſſembled as is aforeſa 
in any of their aſſemblies to proceed to a new election of e 

or more others of their Companie in the room or place, roo 
or places, of ſuch officer or officers ſo dycing or removed, ; 

- cording to their diſcretions. And immediately upon and a 
ſuch election and elections made of ſuch Governour, dep 
Governour, Aſſiſtant or Affiſtants or any other officer of the ſ 
Companie in manner and forme aforeſaid, the authority, offi 
- and power before given to the formerGovernour, deputyGove 
nour, or other officer and officers ſoremoved, in whoſe a 
2 / place new ſhall be ſo choſen, ſhall as to him and them and eve 
The officers Of them ceaſe and determine. Provided alſo, and our will a 
of the Com- pleaſure is that as well ſuch as are by theſe preſents appointed 
Law es # be the preſent Governour, deputy Governour and Aﬀiſtants 
- of office, the ſaid Companie, as thoſe that ſhall ſucceed them, and all ot 
dffficers to be appointed and choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, beforet 
undertake the execution of their ſaid offices and places reſpe 
| tively, rake their corporall oathes for their due and faithfull pe 
formance of their duties in their ſeveral offices and places, befq 
ſuch perſonor perſons as are by theſe preſents hereunder appo 
ed to take and receive the ſame, that is to ſay, the faid Matthe 
Craddock, who is hereby nominated and appointed the preſc 
© Governour of theſaid Companie, ſhall take the ſaid oathes befc 
one or more of the Maſters of our court of chancery for the ti 
deing, untowhich Maſter or Maſters of the Chancery we do 

© theſe preſents give full power and authority to take and 
- --- miniſter the ſaid oath to the - ſaid Governour actording} 
And after the ſaid Governour ſhall be fo ſworne, then t 
© ____ Faid Deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants before by theſe preſe 
nominated and appointed, ſhall take the faid ſeveral oaths 
to their offices and places reſpectively belonging, before | 

© faid' Matthew Craddock the preſent Governour fo ſwo 
as aforeſaid. And every ſuch perſon as ſball at the time 
the annuall election, or otherwiſe, upon death or remor 
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pointed to be the new Governour of the ſaid Companie, 

il take the oathes to that place belonging before the Deputy 

wernour or two of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie 

the leaſt for the time being. And the new elected Deputy - 

wernour and Aſſiſtants, and all other officers to be here- 

r choſen as aforeſaid from time to time, ſhall take the 

to their places reſpectively belonging, before the Go- 

mour of the ſaid Companie for the time being. Unto 

ch ſaid Governour, Deputy-Governour, and Aſſiſtants, 

do by theſe preſents give full power and authority to 

je and adminiſter the ſaid oathes reſpectively, according 

the true meaning herein before declared, without any 

pmiſſion or further warrant to be had and obtained of us, 

r heirs and ſucceſſors in that behalfe. And we do further Power to 

our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and meere motion, £37 over to. 

us, our heifes, and ſucceſſours, give and grant to the ſaid n c,4 

yernour and Companie and their ſucceſſours for ever by perſons as 

e preſents, that it ſhall be lawfull and free for them and **< * 

r aſſignes at all and every time and times hereafter, out ther, row. 

any of our realmes and dominions whatſoever, to take, ther with 

ade, carry, and tranſport for, in, and into their voyages, cattle, and 

d for and towards the faid plantation in New England, all — S1-na 

h and ſo many of our loving ſubjects or any other ſtrangers for their 

t will become our loving ſubjects and live under our ſubſiſtence. 

eviance, as ſhall willingly accompany them in the ſame 

mages and plantation, and alſo ſhipping, armour, weapons, 

lIinance, ammunition, powder, ſhott, corne, victuals, and 

manner of clothing, implements, furniture, beaſts, cattle, 

es, mares, merchandizes, and all other things neceſſary 

the ſaid plantation, and for their uſe and defence, and 

trade with the people there, and in paſſing and returning 

and fro, any law or ſtatute to the contrary hereof in any 

e notwithſtanding, and without paying or yeelding any Exemption 

tome or ſubſidie, either inward or outward, to us, our 9m the _ 

res or ſucceſſours, for the ſame, by the ſpace of ſeven ih, 5 

Fares from the day of the date of theſe preſents. Provided ſubfidies in 

t none of the ſaid perſons be ſuch as ſhall be hereafter by festen for 

peciall name reſtrained by us, our heires or ſucceſſours. 3 

d for their further incouragement, of our eſpecial grace dinary in- 

favour, we do by theſe preſents for us, our heires, and ce of 
eſſours, yeeld and grant to the ſaid Governor and Com- oer. 

Fe and theire ſucceſſours and every of them. their factors 5 

C aſſignes, that they and every of them ſhall be free and Exemptian 

Juitt from all taxes, {bſdies and cuſtomes in CODE from taxes 


de like ſpace of ſeven years, and from all taxes and im- i Neung 
5 5 12 


im- ; 
e in Newig 
poſitions — 
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| land for ſe- poſitions for the ſpace of twenty and one veares upon Ml vi 


ven years; 


ea from al goods and merchandiſes at any time or times hereafter, My IT 
duties upon Upon importativn thither, or exportation from thence, into 7 
2 realm of England, or into any other of our dominions, by the fo I 
— Governour and Companie and theire ſucceſſours, their deputi po 


cept 5 per factors and aſſignes, or any of them. except only the f 


tra 
Cent. upon pounds per centum due for cuſtome upon all ſuch goods ai g. 
—.— into merchandiſes, as after the ſaid ſeven yeares ſhall be expir bt 
England; or all be brought or imported into our rcalme of England, Ft 
other domi- any other, of our dominions, according to the ancient tra. 
— pe of merchants: which five pounds per centum onely beim in 
further term paid, it ſhall be thenceforth lawfull and free for the fan 1 tor 
of twenty- yenturers the ſame goods and merchandizes to export af ni 
wins yours» Carry out of our ſaid dominions into forreine parts, withollthe 
Liberty of any cuſtome, taxe or other duty to be paid to us, our heir ng 


the e or ſucceſſours, or to any other officers or miniſters of ur 
goods into our heires and ſucceſſours. Provided that the ſaid goods an 
* merchandizes be ſhipped out within thirteen months aft cbt 
their firſt landing within any part of the ſaid dominion ne 

Proviſoe. And we do for us, our heires and ſücceſſours, give 2 oer 
grant unto the ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſu ub 

ceſſours, that whenſoever, or ſo often as any cuſtome ir 

ſubſidie ſhall grow due or payable unto us, our heires WWfo 
ſucceſſours, according to the limitation and appointmenWhr 

; aforeſaid, by reaſon of any goods, wares or merchandiſ it 

to be ſhipped out, or any return to be made of any good or 

wares or merchandiſes, unto or from the ſaid parts of Ne ber 

England hereby mentioned to be granted as aforeſzid, 

any the lands and territories aforeſaid, that then and ſo ofte 
2 in ſuch caſe, the farmers, cuſtomers, and officers of o 
. cuſtums of England and Ireland, and every of them fort 
for the pay- time being, upon requeſt made to them by the ſaid Govet 
_ ine nour and Company or their ſucceſſours, factors, or aſſigne 
— and upon convenient ſecurity to be given in that behalk 
hall give and allowe unto the ſaid Governour and Compan 
and their ſucceſſors, and to all and every perſon and perlo 

free of that Companie as aforeſaid, ſix months time for t 
payment of one halfe of all ſuch cuſtome and ſubſidie 

ſhall be payable unto us, our heires and ſucceſſours, for tl 

ſame, for which theſe our letters patents, or the duplicate, 

the inrollment thereof, ſhall be unto our faid officers a ſuffic] 

Provibon warrant and diſcharge. Nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſu 
2 is, that any of the ſaid goods, wares and merchandik 
tds Which be or ſhall be at any time heteafter landed or expo 
x von t out of any of out realmes aforeſaid, and ſhall "oy Fel 
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with a purpoſe not to be carried to the parts of New. covniries, - 
England aforeſaid, but to ſome other place, that then ſuch — 
nyment, dutje, cuſtome, impoſition or forfeiture ſhall be rying them 
pad or belong to us, our heires and ſucceffors, for the ſaid to New- 
wods, wares and merchandiſe ſo fraudulently ſought to be ©" 
fanſported, as if this our grant had not been made or 

ganted. And wee do further will and by theſe preſents Warrant to 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, firmely enjoine and com- f the Ex. 


nande as well the Treaſurer, Chancellor and Barons of the chequer and 
allow to the 


mes, ſubſidies and impoſts, and other the officers and ny the en- 
niniſters of us, our heires and ſucceſſors, whatſoever, for emptions a- 
he time being, that they and every of them, upon the ſhew- One” 
ug forth unto them of theſe letters patents, or the duplicate 

or exemplification of the ſame, without any other writt or 

mrrant whatſoever from us, our heires or ſucceſſors, to be 

obtained or ſued forth, do and ſhall make full, whole, entire 

md due allowance and cleare diſcharge unto the ſaid Go- 

rernour and Companie and theire ſucc „of all cuſtomes, 
ſubſidies, impoſitions, taxes and duties whatſoever that ſhall | 

or may be claymed by us, our heires and ſucceſſors, of or 

tom the ſaid Governor and Companie and their ſucceſſors, 

bror by reaſon of the ſaid goods, chattels, wares, merchan- 

lifes and premiſes to be exported-out of our ſaid dominions, 
many of them, into any part of the faid lands or iſes 
lereby mentioned to be given, granted and confirmed, or for 
by reaſon of any of the ſaid 
terchandiſes to be imported from the faid lands and premiſes 
hereby mentioned to be given, granted and confirmed, into 
fy of our ſaid dominions or any part thereof as aforeſaid, 
txcepting only the ſaid five nds per centum hereby re- 


oneifrved and payable after the expiration of the ſaid terme of 
ul tren years as aforeſaid and not before. And theſe our letters 
paß atents, or the inrollment, duplicate or exemplification of the 
rl eme, ſhall for ever hereafter from time to time, as well to 
r hee Treaſurer, Chancellor and Barons of the Exchequer 
ic us our heires and ſucceffors, as to all and ſingular the 


Ir Of 
e, ' 
cl 
aſu 
adiſ 
0 
ipp 
WI 


Gſtomers, Farmors and Collectors of the cuſtoms ſubſidies 

nd impoſts of us our heires and ſucceſſors, and all ſearch- 

5 and other the officers and miniſters whatſoever of us our 

ſires and ſucceſſors for the time being, be a ſufficient warrant 

md diſcharge in this behalfe. And further our will and Perſons chat 

Feafure is, and we doe hereby for us, our beires and Tuc+ mall be born 

lors, ordaine, declare and grant to the ſaid Governour and 2 
| | Wt CTCompanie granted mal 


Exchequer of us our heires and ſucceſſors, as alſo all and Cuftoms u 
ſingular the cuſtomers, farmers and collectors of the cuſ- ſnd compa- 


s, chattels, wares or — 


by » 
inet 


a> FIRST CHARTER OF 
be.confder- Companie and theire ſucceſſors, That all and every the 


ed as natre * 0 . 
ſubjects of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, which ſhall poe to 
—_— and inhabice” within the ſaid lands and premiſſes haves ac 
tioned to be granted, and every of theire children which ſhall 
bappen to be borne there, or on the ſeas in going thither or 
returneing from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties. 
and immunities of free and naturall ſubj within any of 
the dominions of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, to all intents, 
conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, as if they and every 
Powertoad- of them were borne within the realme of England. And that 
_— = the Governour, and deputy Governour of the ſaid Companie 
legiance & for the time being or either of them, and any two or more 
ſapremacy of ſuch of the ſaid Aſſiſtants as ſhall be thereunto appointed 
22 by the ſaid Governour and Companie at any of their courts 
thall hereat-. Or aſſemblies to be held as aforeſaid, ſhall and may at all 
ter ſettle in tymes and from tyme to tyme hereafter have full power and 
the lands authority to adminiſter and give the oath and oathes of ſu- 


— premacie and allegiance or either of them, to all and every WI 
perſon and perſons which ſhall at any tyme or tymes hereafter WI 
goe or paſſe to the lands and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be Wi © 

Power to granted to inhabite in the ſame, And wee do of our further WI" 

— eh grace, certaine knowledge and meere motion, give and grant v 

nances hot to the ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſucceſſors, Wii * 

—_— that it ſhall and may be lawfull to and for the Governour or Wu 

Fogland. deputy Governour and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen WH 
of the ſaid Companie for the tyme being as ſhall be aſſembled Wh «1 

| in any of their generail courts aforeſaid, or in any other + 
CN; 


courts to be ſpecially ſummoned and afſembled for that pur- 
poſe, or the greater part of them (whereof the Governour or Wl! 
deputy Governour and ſixe of the Aſſiſtants to be always WW + 
ſeven) from tyme to tyme to make, ordaine and eſtabliſh all foc 
manner of wholeſome and reaſonable orders, lawes, ſtatutes Wi 
and ordinances, directions and inſtructions not contrary to #1 
the lawes of this our realme of England, as well for the ſet- anc 
tling of the formes and ceremonies of government and magi- Will 
ſtracie fitt and neceſſary for the ſaid plantation and the inha- oh 
bitants there, and for nameing and ſtyling of all ſorts of fro! 
officers both ſuperiour and inferiour which they ſhall find 
needful for that government and plantation, and the diſtin- 
guiſhing and ſetting forth of the ſeveral] duties, power her 
and limits of every. ſuch office and place, and the formes of 
ſuch oathes warrantable by the lawes and ſtatutes of this our and 
realme of England as ſhall be reſpectively miniſtered unto 
them, for the execution of the ſaid ſeveral offices and places, 
28 alio for the diſpoſing and ordering of the elections of ſuch 


[ 
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of the ſaid officers as ſhall be annuall, and of ſuch others as 

ſhall be to ſucceed in caſe of death or removall, and mini- 

tring the ſaid oathes to the new elected officers, and for im- 

poſition of lawfull fynes, mulcts, impriſonment, or other 

awfull correction, according to the courſe of other Corpora- 

tions in this our realme of England, and for the directing, N. B. 

uleing and diſpoſeing of all other matters and things whereby 

our ſaid le inhabiting there may be ſo religiouſly, peace- 

ably and civilly governed, as theire good life and orderly 

converſation may winne and invite the natives of that country 

tothe knowledge and obedience of the onely true God and 

N wiour of — and the chriſtian faith, which in our 

wall intention and the adventurers free profeſſion is the | yp 
pnacipal end of this plantation. Willing, commanding and i, ..,_ 

requiring, and by theſe preſents for us, our heires and ſuc- liſhed in 


all W-cellors, ordaineing and appointing, that all ſuch orders, — un- 
nd bes, ſtatutes and ordinances, inſtructions and directions uu e 


i ſhall be made by the Governour or Deputy-Governour of of the com- 

the ſaid Company and fuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen as p2y, tball 

aoreſaid, and publiſhed in writing under theire common s Shree. 

ſale, ſhall be carefully and duely obſerved, kept, performed ed. 

and putt, in execution according to the true intent and 

meancing of the ſame. And theſe our letters patents, or the 

duplicate, or exemplification, thereof, ſhall be to all and every 

ſuch officers, . ſuperiour and inferiour, from tyme to tyme, 

for the putting of the ſame orders, lawes, ſtatutes, and or- 

linances, inſtructions and directions in due execution, againſt 

vw, our heires and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and diſ- | 

. And wee doe further, for us, our heirs, and ſuc- The gover- 
8. 


* give and grant to the ſaid Governour and Companie cher ages, 
sud their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, That all. and every imployed by 
all ſuch chiefe commanders, captains, governours and other thecompany 


eficers and miniſters, as by the ſaid orders, Jawes, ſtatutes, 8 | 
udinances, inſtructions or directions of the ſaid Governour mall govern 
ad Companie for the tyme being, ſhall be from tyme to the inhabi- 
gi-Jome hereafter imployed either in the government of the ſaid 7 
ba- nhabitants and plantation, or in the way = ſea thither or to the ſaid © 
of WW tom thence, according to the natures and limits of theire laws. 
ind ces and places reſpectively, ſhall from tyme to tyme here- 
in- Ker for ever within the precincts and parts of New-England 
en bereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, or in the way 
; of Wy (ea thither, or from thence, have full and abſolute power 
dur bad authority. to correct, puniſh, pardon, — and rule 

lach ſubjects of us, our heires, and ſucceſſors, as ſhall from 
me to tyme- adventure themſelves in any voyage ar 
„ ö Om 
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from thence, or that ſhall at any tyme hereafter inhahj 
within the precins and parts of ew-England aforeſaid, 
according to the orders, lawes, ordinances, inſtructions and 
| directions aforeſaid; not being repugnant to the lawes and 
Power to itatutes of our realme of England as aforeſaid. And wee de 
the —— further, for us, our heires and ſucceſſors, give and grant te 
— 2 re. the ſaid Governour and Companie and their — Y 
Gdent in the theſe preſents, l hat it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
ies chief commanders, governouts and officers of the ſaid com 
granted and Panie for the t being, who ſhall be reſident in the ſaic 
do the other part of New-England in America by theſe preſents granted 
inhabitants and others there inhabiteing, by their appointment and di 
of the fames rection from to tyme at all tymes hereafter, fc 
themſelves their ſpeciall defence and ſafety to incounter, repulſe, repel 
by force of and reſiſt by force of armes, as well by ſea as by land, and 
— — by all fitting wayes and meanes whatſoever, all ſuch perſo 
and ns as ſhall at any tyme hereafter attempt or enter 
priſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment, or annoyance 0 
the ſaid plantation or inhabitants: And to take and ſur 
priſe by all wayes and meanes whatſoever all and every ſuc 
perſon and perſons, with. their ſhipps, -armour, munitio 
and other goods, as ſhall in hoſtile manner invade and attemp 
the defeatinge of the faid plantation, or the hurt of the faid 
Companic and inhabitants. Nevertheleſs, our will and 
pleaſure is, and we do declare to all Chriſtian Kings WM... 
Provifion Princes and States, That if any perſon or perſons which... 
> Orr caſeſhall-hereafter be of the ſaid Companie or plantation, or any... 
comeictes other by lycenſe or appointment of ſaid Governour and Com 8 
dythe mem panie for the being, ſhall at any tyme or tymes here ot 
12 ny-of | y 
vers of the after robb or ſpoyle by ſea or by land, or do any hurt, vio 
rasant o. lence, orunlawfull boftility to any of the ſubjecls of us, ou cam 
ens of the heires or ſucceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any Prince c 
King's fub- State being then in league and amity with us, our heires an 
— Caccefiors, and that upon ſuch injury done, and ay” 
other complaint of ſuch Prince or State or theire ſubjects, We 
Prince er our Heres, or fucceſiors, ſhall make open proclamation... 
Vida any of the parte within our realme of England comte f 
| modious for that purpoſe; that the perſon or perſons havin 
| committed any ſuch robbery or ſpoyle, ſhall, within 
| terme limited by ſach a proclamation, make full reſtitutiogy 
| or fatisfaRtion of all ſuch injuries done, fo as the ſaid Pri th 
| or ethers fo complaining may hould themſelves fully ſatishe 
| and contented. And that if the ſaid perſon. or perſons having; - 
cemmitcted ſuch robbery or. ſpoyle {hall not make, or can 
| p bo'made, fatiofaRtion accordingly, within ſuch tym ſo! 
„ 8 


* 


( 
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elymitted, that then it ſhal} be law full for us, our heires and 

heceeflors, to putt the ſaid perſon or perſons out of our alle- 
nance and protection; and that it ſhall be lawfull and free 

for all Princes to profecute with hoſtility the faid offenders 

nd every of them, theire and every of theire procurers, _ 
ders, abettors and comforters in that behalfe, Provided — -= 
ſo, and our expreſſe will and pleaſure is, and wee do by the King's 
the deſe preſents for us, our heires and ſucceſſors, ordaine and other ſub- 


point, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner enure, ieee the 


x be taken to abridge, barre or hinder any of our lovinge — 

hbjects whatfoever to uſe and exerciſe the trade of fiſhing coaſt of the 

mort that coaſt of New-England in America. by thefe pre- Premiles 

ents mentioned to be granted: But that they or any and — 
dery or any of them Fall have full and free power and 

auc derty to continue and uſe theire ſaid trade of fiſhing upon 

the ſa d coaſt in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoineing, or any 

ter rmes of the ſeas or ſalt-water rivers where they have beene 

ent to fiſh, and to build and ſet up upon the lands by theſe 

peſents granted, ſuch wharfes, ſtages, and workhouſes as 

dall be neceſſary for the ſalting, drying, keeping and pack- 

nz up of theire fiſh to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt ; 

ind to cut downe and take ſuch trees and other materialls 

dere growing, or being, as ſhall be needfull for that pur- 

pole, and for other neceſſary eaſements, helpes and advan- 

kge concerning theire ſaid trade of fiſhing there, in ſuch 

dunner and forme as they have beene heretofore at any tyme 

kcuſtomed to doe, without makeing any wilfull waſte or 

poyle, any thing in theſe preſents contained to the contrary 

Itwithſtanding. And wee doe further for us, our heires Theſe let- 

id ſucceſſors, ordaine and grant the ſaid Governour and Fr? patent 

Lompanie and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe in — 

letters patents ſhall be firme, good, effectual, and avail- ſhall be con- 

Ie in all things and to all intents and conſtructions of lawe, frued in fa- 

Kearding to our true meaning herein before declared, and company, 

Mall be conſtrued, reputed, and adjudged in all cafes moſt notwith- 

kvourably on the behalfe and for the benefit and behoofe of — wy 

mW: bid Governour and Companie and their ſucceſſors : Al- {qpertegi- 

wugh expreſſe mention of the true yearly value, or certain- ons in them 

of the premiſſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or or — for- 

Rats, dy us or any other of our progenitors or predeceſſors, — = 


Þ the foreſaid Governour and Companie before this time of authority 


- e, in theſe preſents is not made, or any ſtatute, act, tothe cc 
Wi" IWlinance, proviſion, proclamation or reſtraint to the con- 
— ary thereof heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained or 


porided, or any other — cauſe, or thing whatſoever 
| | to 
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to the contrarie thereof in any wife notwithſtanding, ] 
witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be mac 
patent, Witneſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the fourth da 
of March, in the fourth yeare of our reigne, 


This is a true copy of fuch letters patents 
under the t ſeal of England. In 
teſtimony whereof I John Winthrop SOR, 
vernour of the Maſſachuſetts aforeſaid F Loc. 
have cauſed the publick ſeal of the ſame & . 

. 


to be hereunto affixed this 19th day of 
the month called March 1643. 


1644. 
John Winthrop, G0 


«CE. 4a een —— « = 
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NUMBER I. King JAMES L's LAT TAS 
PATENT to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers 
and others, for two ſeveral Colonies arid Planta. 
tions, to be made in Vircinia, and other Parts 
* of AMERICA, Dated April io, 
1606. 1a 


AMES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot- 
J land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Whereas our loving and well difpoſed ſubjects, Sir Thomas 
Cates; and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard Hackluit, 
Clerk, Prebendary of Weſtminſter, and Edward-Maria 
Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Eſqrs. 
William Parker and George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers 
bers of our loving ſubjects, have been humble ſuitors unts 
u, that we would vouchſafe unto them our licence, to make 
ubitation, plantation, and to deduce a eolony of ſundry of 
ur people into that part of America, commonly called Vir- 
pnia, and other parts and territories in America, either ap- 
xrtaining unto us, or which are not now actually 
any chriſtian prince or people, ſituate, lying, and being 
ll along the ſea coaſts, between four-and-thirty degrees of 
urtherly latitude from the equinoctial line, and five-and-forty 
kerees of the ſame latitude, and in the main land between 
be ame four-and-thirty and five-and-forty degrees, and the 
lands thereunto adjacent, or within one hundred miles of 
de coaſt thereof, | 

II. And to that end, and for the more ſpeedy accompliſh- 
dent of their ſaid. intended plantation and habitation there, 
te defirous to divide themſelves into two ſeveral golonies and 
wmpanies : the one conſiſting of certain knights, gentlemen, 
derchants, and other adventurers, of our city of London and 
lewhere, which are, and from time to time ſhall be, joined 
to them, which do deſire to begin their plantation and ha- 
Nation in ſome fit and convenient place, — ſour - and- 
lirty and one-and-ſorty degrees of the ſaid latitude, alo 
de coaſts of Virginia and coaſts of America afoteſaid; and, 
de other conſiſting of ſundry 15 gentlemen, * 

2 


By ” 


(I 
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and other adventurers, of our cities of Briſtol and Exeter, an; 
of our town of Plymouth, and of other places, which do jo 
themſelves unto that colony, which do deſire to begin the; 
— and habitation in ſome fit and convenient place 
n eight and-thirty degrees and five-and-forty degree 
of the faid | titude, all along the ſaid coaſt of Virginia ant 
— — — : 6 A | 
21 2 greatly commending, and gracioufly acceptin; 
— — one wc 
| providence | Jod, hereafter tend t 
the 10 his divine Majeſty, in propagating of chriſtia 
religion to ſuch people, as yet live in darknefs and miſerab 
ignorance of the true knowledge and worſhip of God, an 
may in time bring the infidels and ſavages, living in tho 
parts, to human civility, and to a ſettled and quiet goyern 
ment: Do, by theſe our letters patents, graciouſly accept of 
and to, their humble and well intended defires, 
Grant to * —— — rm ag heirs 1 lors 
N on ; „hat the ſai Thomas Gates, Sir Georg 
Fee , Janne „ e 8 


A er; Hackluit, and Edward-Maria Wingfiel 
ſettle any udventurers ef and for our eity of London, and all ſuc 
where on Sthers, as are, or ſhall be, joined unto them of that colony 
the coat of Anal be cdtied the ft colony j and they ſhall and may beg 
rica, be- their Kid Brſt plantation and habitation, at any place upc 
tween lat. the ſaid coaſt of Virginia vr America, where they ſhail-thin 
4. and lat. ſit ian vonvenient, bet woen the (aid four- and- thirty and one 
ere - boty degtees of the faid latitude; and that they {ha 
ſeacoaftneas have ul the fands, woods, doil, grounds, havens, port 


their rivers, mines, minerals, marſhes, waters, 'fifhings, con 
ute. yiedities, and hereditamente, wharſoever, from the ſaid 
ro ute their plantation and habitation by the ſpaoe of tif 


nie milesiof Syglich ſtatute meaſure, all along the ſaid coalt 
it. each M irginia and America, towards the weft and ſoutbweſt, 
end er the coaft lieth, with all the iſlands within one hundted m 
100 wiles diregty overt againſto che ame ſea coaſt; and alſo all t 
into the lands, foil; grounds, havens ports, rivers," mines, mineta 
man land. de, "witers, * marthes; fiſhings, commodities, and ben 
dicamems,: whatſoever, ifrom che ſaid place of their f. 

antution and Rabitation for the ſpace of fifty like 'Englil 

„All [Mdngrtherſaidiitoafts of Virginia and Americi 
towards che vaſt and 'northegatt; or towards the north, as th 
coaſt-heth, together with all che iſlands within one hundre 
miles, Aructiy over againſt the (aid ſea oonſt; and alſo all t 
lands, woods, ſoil, grounds, bavens, ports, rivers, mine 
mines marſbes, waters; fithings, commodities, and hab 


ditament! 
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litaments, whatſoever, from the -ſame fifty miles every way 

on the ſea coaſt, directly into the main land by the ſpace of 

me hundred like Engliſh miles; and ſhall and may inhabit 

ind remain there; and ſhall and may alſo build and fortify 

within any the ſame, for their better ſafeguard and defence, 

xcording to their beſt diſcretion, and the diſcretion of the 

Council of that colony; and that no other of our ſubjects 

þall be permitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, or 

n the backſide of them, towards the main land, without the 

upreſs licence or conſent of the Conneil of that colony, 

hereunto in writing firſt had and obtained. . | 
V. And we do likewiſe, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, Grant to 
by cheſe preſents, grant and agree, that the ſaid Thomas — = 
Jinham, and Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George pany of li- 
Popham, and all others of the town Plymouth in the eounty berty to ſet- 
Devon, or elſewhere, which are, or ſhall be, joined unto , 
hem of that colony, ſhall be called the ſecond colony; and the coaſt of 
that they ſhall and may begin their faid plantation and feat of North Ame- 
heir firſt abode and habitation, at any place upon the ſaid — 


maſt of Virginia and America, where they ſhall think fit and 38e and lat. 
wnvenient, between eight-and-thirty degrees of the ſaid 452. 


ltude, and five-and-forty degrees of che ſame Jatitude ; and ,,;.c 4h 
egi en they hall have all the lands, (oils, grounds, havens, ſea coaſtnear 
pollfMhorts, rivers, mines, minerals, woods, marches, waters, _ place 
nin eings, commodities, and hereditaments, whatſoever,” from NT 
one ee fiſt ſear of their plantation and habitation by the ſpace of diſtance of 


lty like Ensliſh miles, as' is afbfeſaid, all along the ſaid 59 miles 

wats of Virginia and America] towards the weſt and ſouth- en it cach 
welt, or towards the ſouth, as the conſt lieth, and all the the depth of 
lands within” one hundred miles, directly over againſt the 100 miles 
id fea coaſt; and alſo all the lands, foils, grounds, havens, _— 
pots, rivers} mines, minerals, woods, marſhes, waters, fiſh- 
Ws, commodities, and hereditaments, whatſcever, from the 
ud place of their firſt plantation and habitation for the ſpace 
i fifty like Engliſh miles, all along the ſaid coaſt of Vitgi- 
n and America, towards the eaſt afd north-eaſt, or towards 


here north, as the ecaſt lieth, and all the iſlands alſo Within 

bee hundred miles directly over againſt the ſame ſea Toaſt ; 

i alſo all the lands, ſoils, grounds, havens; ports, rivers, 
Hel 10 


Wos, mines, minerals, marſties, waters, fiſhings, com- 
su lities, and hereditaments, whatſoever, from the ſame fifty 
every way on the Tea coaſt, directly into the main land, by 
* ſpace of one hundred like Engliſh miles; and ſhall and may 
abit and remain there; and thall and may alſo build and 
y within any the ſame for their better ſafeguard, accord- 


ing 
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ing to their beſt diſcretion, and the diſcretion of the Couna 
eil of that colony; and that none of our ſubjects ſhall be per- 
mitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, or on the 
back of them, towards the main land, without the expteſs 
licence of the Council of that colony, in writing there- 
unto firſt had and obtained. dl #4 
Provides VI. Provided always, and our will and pleaſure herein is, 
that the ſet- that the plantation and habitation of ſuch of the ſaid colonies, 
that hall be as ſhall laſt plant themſelves, as aforeſaid, ſhall not be made 
lft mate within one hundred like Engliſh miles of the other of them 
Ball bemore that firſt began to make their plantation, as aforeſaid. 
miles if. VII. And we do alſo ordain, eſtabliſh, and agree, for us, 
tant from our heirs, and ſucceſlors, that each of the ſaid colonies ſhall 
the firſt. have a council, which ſhall govern and order all matters ant 
Each of cauſes, which ſhall ariſe, grow, or happen, to or within the 
nun 7 ſame ſeveral colonies, according to ſuch laws, ordinances 
governed by and inſtructions, as ſhall be, in that behalf, given and ſigned 
a council of with our hand or ſign manual, and paſs under the privy ſea 
"3 + cory of our realm of England; each of which Councils ſhall con 
— king; faſt of thirteen perſons, to be ordained, made, and removed 
from time to time, according as ſhall be directed and com 
theſe coun- priſed in the ſame inſtructions; and ſhall have a ſeveral ſeal 
ets le, bor all matters that ſhall paſs or concern the the ſame ſevera 
Councils; each of which ſeals ſhall have the king's arms en 
graven on the one fide thereof, and his portraiture on the 
other; and that the ſeal for the Council of the ſaid fir 
colony ſhall have engraven round about, on the one fide 
theſe words; Sigillum Regis Magna Britannia, Franciæ, & 
Hiberniæ; on the other ſide this inſcription, round about 
Pry Concilio prime Coloniæ Virginizs. And the ſeal for the 
Council of the ſaid ſecond colony ſhall alſo have engrave 
round about the one fide thereof, the aforeſaid words; Sięil 
lum Regis Magne Britanniæ, Franciæ, & Hiberniæ; and « 
the other ſide ; Pro Concilio ſecundæ Coloniæ Virginie. 
A foperivv VIII. And that alſo there ſhall be a Council eftabliſhe 
* here in England, —— ſhall, in like manner, * 0 
23 perions thirteen perſons, to be, for that purpoſe, appointed by us 
Face, our heirs and ſucceſſors, which ſhall be called our Counci 
—— of Virginia; and ſhall, from time to time, have the ſuperic 
managing and direction, only of and for all matters that f 
or may concern the government, as well of the ſaid & 
colonies, as of and for any other part or place, within t 
aforeſaid precincts of four-and-thirty and five-and-forty de 
grees, above-mentioned ; which Council ſhall, in like n 
ner, have a ſeal, for matters concerning the Cones . 
. colon 
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colonies, with the like arms and portraiture, as. aforeſaid, 
with this inſcription, engraven round about on the one fide ; 
Sgtllum Regis Magne Britanniz, Francia, & Hibernie ; 
and round about the other fide, Pro Concilio ſuo Virginie. 

IX. And moreover, we do grant and agree, for us, our Liberty ta 
heirs and ſucceſlors, that the Bid ſeveral Councils, of and work all 
for the ſaid ſeveral colonies, ſhall and lawfully may, by — f1- 
irtue hereof, from time to time, without any interruption vet in ſaid 
of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, give and take order, to dig, <-loniespay- 
nine, and ſearch for all manner of mines of gold, filver, and 15 rein 
copper, as well within any part ef their ſaid ſeveral colonies, part of the 
x of the ſaid main lands on the backſide of the ſame colonies ; gold and fil- 
md to have and enjoy the gold, ſilver, and copper, to be gotten, gag he 
thereof, to the uſe and behoof of the ſame colonies, and the the copper. 
plantations thereof; yielding therefore, to us, our heirs and 
hcceſlors, the fifth part only of all the ſame gold and ſilver, 
and the fifteenth part of all the ſame copper, ſo to be gotten 
fr had, as is aforeſaid, without any other manner of profit 
or account, to be given or yielded to us, our heirs, or ſuc- 
xfſors, for or in reſpect of the ſame. 

X. And that they ſhall, or lawfully may, eſtabliſh and Power toex- 


rule to be made a coin, to paſs current there between the tabliſ coins 


jeople of thoſe ſeveral colonies, for the more eaſe of traffic 2 


and bargaining between and amongſt them and the natives 
there, of ſuch metal, and in ſuch manner and form, as the 


Mackluit, Edward-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, — tho 
Rlegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, faid cole. 
nd to every of them, and to the ſaid ſeveral companies, * 
Jantations, and colonies, that they, and every of them, 
all and may, at all and every time and times hereafter, 
ve, take, and lead in the ſaid voyage, and for and towards 
be ſaid - ſeveral plantations and colonies, and to travel thi- 
ierward, and to abide and inhabit there, in every the faid 
blonies and plantations, ſuch and ſo many of our ſubjects, 
Þ ſhall willingly accompany them, or any of them, in the 
voyages and plantations ; with ſufficient ſhipping, and 
uniture of armour, weapons, ordnance, powder, victual, 
ad all other things, neceſſary for the ſaid plantations, atu 

their uſe and defence there: Provided always, that none 

the ſaid perſons be ſuch, as ſhall hereafter be ſpecially re- 

Runed by us, our heirs, or ſucceſſors, RY 

. ; | | | 8 XII. More- 
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Paper tore-, XII. Moreover, we do, by theſe preſents; for us, our heirs 


pel all in- 
truders into 


the ſaid co- Wingftcld, 'Fhomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Par 


logies, 


—- 


Power to 


| 8 ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir Geotge Somers, Richard Hack- 
cent. upon 


all goods 


imported 


thither by 
the King's 
TubjeAs, & 


they, and every of them, {hall and may, from time to time, anc 
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and ſucceflors, give and grant licence unto the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edward- Mari: 


ker, and George Popham, and to every of the ſaid colonics, that 


at all times for ever hereafter, for their ſeveral defences, encoun 
ter, expulie, repel, and reſiſt, as well by ſea as by land, by al 
ways and means whatſoever, all and every fuch perſon and per 
ſons, as without the eſpecial licence of the ſaid ſeveral colonies 
and plantations, ſhall attempt to inhabit within the ſaid fever; 
precincts and limits of the faid feveral colon ies and plantations 
or any of them, or that ſhall enterprife or attempt, at any time 
heceafter,the hurt, detriment, or annoyance, of the faid ſevera 
colonies or plantations. | 

XIII. Giving and granting, by theſe preſents, unto the 


luit, Edward-Maria Wingfield, and their aſlociates of the 
ſaid firſt colony, and unto the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh 
Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their 
aſſociates of the ſaid ſecond colony, and to every of them, 
from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, power 


p per cent. and authority to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways and means nd 


upon thoſe 


whatſoever, all and every perſon and perfons, with their Why 


imported by ſhips, veſſels, goods, and other furniture, which hall. be 


ficangers. 


found trafficking, into any harbour or harbours, creek or Wit 
creeks, or place, within the limits or precincts of the ſaid ME 
ſeveral colonies and plantations, not being of the ſame co- F 
lony, until fuch time, as — being of any realms or domi- 
nions under our obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, to the 
hands of the treaſurer of that colony, within whoſe limits 


and preeincts they ſhall ſo traffic, two and a half upon every 


and being ſtrangers, and not ſubjects under our obeyſanct, 
until they ſhall pay five upon every hundred, of ſuch wares 
and merchandizes, as they ſhall traffic; buy, or fell, within 
the precin&s of the ſaid feveral colonies, wherein they fall 
fo traffic,” buy, or ſell, as aforeſaid ; which ſums of money, 
or beneſit, as aforeſaid, for and during the ſpace of one. and- 
twenty years, next enſuing the date hereof, ſhall be wholly 
employed to the uſe; benefit, and behoof of the ſaid ſeveral 
plantations, where ſuch traffic ſhall be made; and after the 
ſaid one · and twenty years ended, the ſame ſhall be taken to 
che uſe of us, our heirs, and: ſucceſſots, by ſuch officers and 
miniſters, as by us, our heits, and ſucceſfors, ſhall be there · 


unto aſſigued or appointed, , XIV. And 


we 

(ec 

ſha] 

| oth, 

hundred, of any thing fo by them trafficked, bought or fold ; Nu: 
port 

our 

pole 

(he 
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XIV. And we do further by theſe preſents, for us, aur 


irs and ſucceſſors, give and grant unto the ſaid Sir Thomas 


Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward- 


Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their af-. 
bciates of the ſaid ſecond colony and plantation, that they, 
ud every of them, by their deputies, miniſters, and factors 
my tranſport the goods, chattels, armour, munition, a 
urniture, needful to be uſed by them, for their ſaid apparel, 
bod, defence, or otherwiſe, in reſpect of the ſaid plantations, 
wt of our realms of England and Ireland, and all other our 
minions, from time to time, for and during the time of 
wen years, next enſuing the date hereof, for the better relief 
of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, without any 
uſtom, ſubſidy, or other duty, unto us, our heirs, or ſuc- 
tears, to be yielded or paid for the ſame. | 

XV. Alſo we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, declare, 
by theſe preſents, that all and every the perſons, being our 


cif ubjetts, which ſhall dwell and inbabit within every or any 
m, the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, and every of their 
er children, which ſhall happen to be born within any the limits 
ns nd precincts of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantatians, ſhall 
eir ue and ne en liberties, franchiſes, and immunities, within 
bein of our other dominions, to all intents and purpoſes,” as 
or WW! they had been abiding and bog within this our realm of 
adi Lagland, or any other of our ſaid dominions, 


VI. Moreover, our gracious will and pleaſure is, and 
we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 
eclare and ſet forth, that if any perſon or perſons, which 
hall be of any of the ſaid colonies and plantations, or any 
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Liberty tq 
carry goods 
into the {aid 
Colonies - 


Maria Wingfield, and to their aſſociates of the ſaid firſt co- from the 
boy and plantation, and to the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Kiog's 


other domi- 


nions free 
from cuſtom 


General de- 
nization of 
all ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhall 
be born in 
thoſe Colo- 
nies. 


Perſons 
who, under 
pretence 

of trading to 
theſe Colo- 
nies, ſhall 


ry Wi ber, which ſhall traffic to the ſaid colonies and plantations, d an 
d; Ws any of them, ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, tranſ- —— 
oe, fort any wares, merchandizes, or commodities, out of any of countries, 
res 


un 
all 


274 8 ® fea, or after he bath landed the ſame within any of the ſ 


wr dominions, with a pretence to land, fell, or otherwiſe diſ- — et 
joſe of the ſame, within any the limits and precincts of any . 
be ſaid colonies and plantations, and yet nevertheleſs, — an. 


: 


- olonies and plantations, ſhall carry the ſame into any other 


ily WM reign country, with a purpoſe there to ſell or diſpoſe of the 
ral BW ane, without the licence of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
be bat behalf firſt had and obtained; that then, all the goods 
%u chattels of ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo offending and tranſ- 
porting, together with the ſaid ſhip or veſſe], wherein ſuch 

| K tranſpor- 
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- "tranſportation was made, ſhall be forfeited to us, our hei 

4 and ſucceſſors. | 
Provifien in XVII. Provided always, and our will and pleaſure is, 2 
caſe any of we do hereby declare to all chriſtian kings, princes a 

e inhabi- ſta . , 
ante of tes, that if any perſon or perſons, which ſhall hereafter | 
neſe Colo. of any of the faid ſeveral colonies and plantations, or a 
= 7 5 other, by his, their, or any of their licence and appointmen 
any other of Hall, at any time or times hereafter, rob or ſpoil, by ſea 6 
the King's by land, or do any act of unjuſt and unlawful hoſtility, 


ſubjeits, or any the ſubjects of us, our heirs, or ſucceflors, or any t 4 
— ſubjects of any king, prince, ruler, governor, or ſtate, be or 


or State in then in league or amity with us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, a 
amity with that upon ſuch injury, or upon juſt — of fuch princ 
England, ruler, governor, or ſtate, or their ſubjects, We, our heirs, 
ſucceſſors, ſhall make open proclamation within any of t 
ports of our realm of England, commodious for that purpo 

that the ſaid perſon or — having committed any ſuch to 
bery or ſpoil, ſhall, within the term to be limited by ſuch proc 
mations, make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuri 

done, ſo as the ſaid princes, or others, fo complaining, m 

hold themſelves fully ſatisfied and contented ; and, that 
the ſaid perfon or perſons, having committed ſuch robbe 
or ſpoil, ſhall not make, or cauſe to be made, ſatisfactic 

- accordingly, within ſuch time fo to be limited, that then 

ſhall be lawful to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, to put t 
ſaid perſon or perſons, having committed ſuch robbery 
ſpoil, and their procurors, abettors, or comforters, out 
dur allegiance and protection; and that it ſhall be lawful a 
free, for all princes ahd others, to purſue with hoſtility t 

ſaid offenders, and every of them, and their and every e 
their procurers, aiders, abettors, and comforters in th 
behalf. 

XVIII. And finally, We do, for us, our heirs and fu 
ceffors, grant and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Thom 
Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edwarc 
Maria Wingfield, and all others of the ſaid firſt colony, th 
We, our heirs and ſucceflors, upon petition in that beba 
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p- England, give and grant, unto ſuch perſons, their heits 2 
or affigns, as the council of that colony, or the moſt part « 
* them; ſhall, for that purpoſe, nominate and aſſign, all tl 
of lands, tenements, and hereditaments, which ſhall be with! 
v. the precincts limited for that colony, as is aforeſaid, to 


holden of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as of our _— 
a 1 
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be- Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common 
ei becage only, and not in capite : | 
XIX. And do in like manner, grant and agree, for us, The like 
ur heirs, and ſucceſſors, to and with the ſaid Thomas promiſe 4 
Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George u e ies 
Popham, and all others of the ſaid ſecond colony, that We, that ſhall be 
ur heirs and ſucceſſors, upon petition in that behalf to be occupied by 
made, ſhall by letters patent, under the great ſeal of England, — 
pre and grant unto ſuch perſons, their heirs and aſſigns, as : 
the council of that colony, or the moſt part of them, ſhall, 
for that purpoſe, nominate and aſſign, all the lands, tenements, 
nd hereditaments, which ſhall be within the precincts li- 
nited for that colony, as is aforeſaid, to be holden of us, 
wr heirs, and ſucceflors, as of our manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, 
0 the county of Kent, in free and common ſoccage only, 
nd not in capite. 
XX. All which lands, tenements, and hereditaments, ſo 
v be paſſed by the ſaid ſeveral letters patent, ſhall be ſuffi- 
cent aſſurance from the ſaid patentees, ſo diſtributed and 
dvided amongſt the undertakers for the plantation of the ſaid 
kveral colonies, and ſuch as ſhall make their plantations in 
ather of the ſaid ſeveral colonies, in ſuch manner and form, 
and for ſuch eſtates, as ſhall be ordered and ſet down by the 
wuncil of the ſaid colony, or the moſt part of them, reſpec- 
tvely, within which the ſame lands, tenements, and heredi- 
aments ſhall lie or be; although expreſs mention af the true 
jearly value or certainty of the premiſes, or any of them, or of 
ny other gifts or grants, by us, or any of our progenitors or 
predeceſiors, to the aforeſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Knight, 
vir George Somers, Knight, Richard Hackluit, Edward- 
Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, Wil- 
lam Parker, and George Popham, or any of them, hereto- 
fore made, in theſe preſents, is not made ; or any ſtatute, 
at, ordinance, or proviſion, proclamation, or reſtraint, to 
the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or any other thing, 
guſe, or matter whatſoever, in any wiſe natwithſtanding. 
In witneſs whereof, we have cauſed theſe our letters to be 
made patents; witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the tenth day 
df April, in the fourth year of our reign of England, France, 
ad Ireland, and of Scotland the nine-and-thirtieth, 
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King JAMES the-Firſt's Second Charter to the Treaſu- 
rer and Company for Vitem1 a, erecting them into 
a Corporation and Body-politic, - and for the further Mon 
Enlargement and Explanation of the Privileges of 
the ſaid Company and firſt Colony of Vircinia. 
_ Dated March S 


I. FAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scot- 
land, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. un 
To all, to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas; Me. 
at the humble ſuir and requett of ſundry of our loving and 
well-diſpoſed ſubjects, intending to deduce a colony, and 
to make habitation and plantation of ſundry of our people, in 
that part of America, commonly call'd Virginia, and other 
parts and tertitortes in America, either appertaining unto Us, 
or which ate not actually poſfeſſed of any Chriſtian Prince or 
people, within certain bounds and regions, We have former: 
ly, by our letters patents, bearing date the tenth day of April, 
in the fourth year of our reign of England, France, and Ire- Wii 
land, and of Scotland the nine- and-thirtieth, granted to Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and others, for the more 
ſpeedy accompliſhment of the ſaid plantation and habitation, 
that they ſhould divide themſelves into two colonies (the one 
conſiſting of divers Knights, gentlemen, merchants, and 
others, of our city of London, called the firſt colony; and the 
other conſiſting of divers Knights, pentlemen, and others, of 
our cities of Briſtol, Exeter, and town of Plymouth, and 
other places, called the ſecond colony; and have yielded and 
nted many and ſundry privileges and liberties to each co- 
ony, for their quiet ſettling and good government therein, 
as — the ſaid letters patents more at large appeateth. | 
H. Now, foraſmuch as divers and ſundry of our loving 
ſubjects, as well adventurers, as planters, of the ſaid firſt co- 
Jony, which have already engaged themſelves in furthering 
the bufineſs of the ſaid colony and plantation, and do further 
intend, by the aſſiſtance of Almighty God, to proſecute the 
ſame to 2 happy end, have of late been humble ſuitors unto 
Vs, that (in reſpect to their great charges'and the adventure 
* ; n i © 8 * 0 


VIRGINIA CHARTERS. 77 
of many of their lives, which they have. hazarded in the 
wid diſcovery and plantation of the faid country) We would 
pleaſed to grant them a further enlargement and ex- 
jJanation of the ſaid grant, privileges, and liberties, and that 
ach Counſellers, and other officers, may be appointed amongſt * 
hem, to manage and direct their affairs, as are willing and 
rady to adventure with them, as alſo whoſe dwellings ,are not 
b far remote from the wy of London, but that they may, at 
wnyenient times, be ready at hand, to give their advice and 
Eftance. upon all occaftons requiſite. 

Ill, We, greatly affecting the effectual proſecution and — 
hppy ſucceſs of the ſaid plantation, and commenting their London or 
pod defires therein, for their further encouragement in ac- firſt Colony 
m pliſning ſo excellent a work, much pleaſing to God, and —— 
wñitable to dur kingdom, do, of our eſpecial grace, and cer- . 
uin Knowledge, and mere motion, for Us, our heirs, and Company of , 
heceſſors, give, grant, and confirm, to our truſty and well- EY 
loved ſubjects, Robert, Earl of Saliſbury, Thomas, Earl "7 Ciy of 
of Suffolk, Henry, Earl of Southampton, William, Earl 2 fer 
pembroke, Henry, Earl of Lincoln, Earl of Dorſet, be, Ce- 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Philip, Earl of Montgomery, e*./ny "_ 
tobert, Lord Viſcount Liſle, Theophilus, Lord Howard of © 
Walden, James Montague, Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
ward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, 
nd Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Ewre, Edmond, Lord Shef- - 
eld, Grey, Lord Chandois, Lord Campton, John, Lbrd Pe- 
de, John, Lord Stanhope, Geotge, Lord Carew, Sir Hum 

ey Weld, Lord Mayor of London, George Percie, Eſq : 
ar Edward Cecil, Knt. Sir George Wharton, Kat, Francis 
Weſt, Eſq. Sir William Wade, Eat. Sir Henry Nevil, Kut. 

Thomas Smith, Knt. Sir Oliver Cromwell, Knt. Sir Pe- 

Manwood, Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knt. Sir, John Scot, 

int, Sir Thomas Challoner, Knt. Sir Robert Drury, Knt. 

r Anthony Cope, Knut. Sir Oratio Vere, Knt. Sir Ed ward 

oway, Knt. Sir William Brown, Knut. Sir Maurice Berke- 

„ Knt. Sir Robert Manſel, Knt. Sir Amias Prefton, Kat. 

Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir Anthony Aſhly, Knt. Sir Mi- 

nel Sandys, Knt. Sir Henry Carey, Knt, Sir Stephen 

ame, K nt. Sir Caliſtnenes Brooke, Kat. Sir Edward Mi- 

lelborn, Knt. Sir John Ratcliffe, Knt. Sir Charles Wil- 

wt, Knut. Sir George Moor, Knt. Sir Hugh Wirral, Knt. 

it Thomas Dennis, Knt. Sir John Holles, Kht. Sir Willi- 

n Godolphin, Knt, Sir Thomas Monſon, Knt. Sir Thomas. 

lewine, Knt. Sir John Brooke, Knt. Sir Robert Killigrew, 

ut, Sir Henry Peyton, Knt, Sir Richard Williamſon, _ | 
ir 
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Sir Ferdinando Weynman, K nt. Sir William St. John, Knt, 
Sir Thomas Holcroft, K nt. Sir John Mallory, Kant. Sir Ro- 
ger Aſhton, Knt. Sir Walter Cope, Knt. Sir Richard Wig. 
more, K nt. Sir William Coke, Ent. Sir Herbert Crofte, K nt, 
Sir Henry Fanſhaw, Kant. Sir John Smith, Knt. Sir Francis 
Wolley, Knt. Sir Edward Waterhouſe, Knt. Sir Henry 
Seekford, Knt. Sir Edwin Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas Way. 
nam, Knt. Sir John Trevor, K nt. Sir Warwick Heele, Knt, 
Sir Robert Wroth, Knt. Sir John T ownſend, Knt. Sir 
Chriſtopher Perkins, Knt. Sir Daniel Dun, Knt. Sir Henry 
Hobart, Knt. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague, 
Knt. Sir George Coppin, Knt. Sir Samuel | Sandys, Knt, 
Sir Thomas Roe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Sir Tho- 
mas Freake, Knt. Sir Thomas Harwell, Knt. Sir Charle 
Kelke, Knt. Sir Baptiſt Hicks, Ent. Sir John Watts, Knt. 
Sir Robert Carey, Knt. Sir William Romney, Knt. Sir Tho 
mas Middleton, Knt. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt. Sir Joh 
Ogle, Knt. Sir Cavallero Meycot, Kng. Sir Stephen Riddle 
ſon, Ent. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt. Sir Anthony Aucher 
_ Ent. Sir Robert Johnſon, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt. 
Sir Charles Morgan, Knt. Sir Stephen Pole, Knt. Sir Joh 
Burlacie, Knt. Sir Chriftapher Cleave, K nt. Sir George Hay 
ward, K nt. Sir Thomas Dayis, Knt. Sir Thomas Sutton 
Knut. Sir Anthony Foreſt, Ent. Sir Robert Payne, Knt. Si 
John Digby, Kut. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt, Sir Rowland 
Cotton, Knt. Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, Dr. Meadows, Dr 
Turner, Dr. Poe, Capt. Pagnam, Captain Jefferey Holcrofte 
Captain Romney, Captain Henry Spry, Captain Shelton 
Captain Sparks, Captain Thomas W yat, Captain Brinſley 
Captain William Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captai 
Clarke, Captain Duehurſt, Captain John Blundell, Captai 
Fryer, Captain Lewis Orwell, Captain Edward Lloyd, Cap 
Slingeſby, Captain Hawley, Captain Orme, Captii 
Woodhouſe, Captain Maſon, Captain Thomas Holcroft 
Captain John Coke, Captain Holles, Captain Willia 
Proude, Captain Henry Woodhouſe, Captain Richar 
Lindeſey, Captain Dexter, Captain William Winter 
Captain Pearce, Captain John Bingham, Captain Bur 
ray, Captain Thomas Conway, Captain Rockwood, Cap 
tain William Lovelace, Captain John Aſhley, Captain 'T hc 
mas Wynne, Captzin Thomas Mewtis, Captain Edward Har 
wood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain Comock, Cap 
tain Mills, Captain Pigot, Captain Edward Maria Wing 
field, Captain Chriſtopher Newport, Captain John Sick 
lemore, alias Ratcliffe, Captain Jobn Smith, Capeain If 
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Martin, Capt. Peter Wynne, Capt. Waldo, Capt. Thomas 
Wood, Capt, Thomas Button, George Bolls, Eſq. Sheriff of 
London, William Craſhaw, Clerk, Batchelorof Divinity, Wil- 
lam Seabright, Eſq. Chriftopher Brooke, Eſq. John Bingley, 
Eſq. Thomas Watſon, Eſq. Richard Percival, Eſq. John Moore, 
Eq. Hugh Brooker, Eſq. David Woodhouſe, Eſq. An- 
tony Aucher, Eſq. Robert Boyer, Eſq. . Ralph Ewens, 
Eſq. Zachary Jones, Eſq. G Calvert, Eſq; Willi- 
am Dobſon, Eſq. Henry Reynolds, Eſq. Thomas Wal- 
ker, Eſq. Anthony Barnars, Eſq. Thomas Sandys, Eſq. 
Hen . Eſq. Richard Sandys, Eſq. ſon of Sir Ed- 
vin Sandys, William Oxenbridge, Eſq. John Moore, Eſq. 
Thomas Wilſon, Eſq. John Bullock, Eſq. John Waller, 
Eſq. Thomas Webb, Jehu Robinſon, William Brewſter, 
R Evelyn, Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, Mini- 
ter, John £19:ig, merchant, William Ruſſel, merchant, 
John Merrick, merchant, Richard Baniſter, ' merchant, 
Charles Anthony, goldſmith, John Banks, William Evans, 
Richard Humble, Richard Chamberlayne, merchant, Tho- 
mas Barber, merchant, Richard Pomet, merchant, John 
Fletcher, merchant, Thomas Nicholls, merchant, '' fohn 
Stoke, merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis. Covel, Willi- 
im Bonham, Edward Harriſon, John Wolſtenholme, Ni- 
cholas Salter, Hugh Evans, William Barnes, Otho Maw- 
let, Richard Staper, merchant, John Elkin, merchant, 
William Coyſe, Thomas Perkin, cooper, Humphrey 
James, cooper, Henry Jackſon, Robert Singleton, Chri- 
topher Nicholls, John Harper, Abraham Chamberlayne, 
Thomas Shipton, Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Crew, 
George Holman, Robert Hill, Cleophas Smith, Ralph 
Harriſon, John Farmer, James Brearley, William Croſby, 
Richard Cox, John Gearing, Richard Strongarm, iron- 
nongers, Thomas Langton, Griffith Hinton, Richard Iron- 
ide, Richard Dean, Richard Turner, William Lawſon, 
hercer, James Chatfield, Edward Allen Teddar, Robert 
Hildebrand Sprinſon, Arthur Mouſe, John Gardiner, 
ſames Ruſſel, Richard Caſwell, Richard Evans, John 
Hawkins, Richard Kerri], Richard Brooke, Matthew Scre- 
ener, gentleman, William Stallenge, gentleman, Arthur 
Venn, gentleman, Sandys Webbe, gentleman, Michael 
hettiplace, gentleman, William Phettiplace, gentleman, 
Ambroſe Prufes 4 gentleman, John Taverner, gentleman, 
* Pretty, gentleman, Peter Latham, gentleman, Tho- 
de ontford, gentleman, William Cantrel, gentleman, 


ard Wiffin, gentleman, Ralph Moreton, 1 1 
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ohn Cornelius, Martin Freeman, Ralpb Freeman, Andrew 
Moore, Thomas White, Edward Perkin, Robert Oftey, 
Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Robert Parkhurft, Thomas 
Morris, Peter Harloe, Jetfry Duppa, John Gilbert, William 
Hancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tytrel, Randolph Car- 
ter, Othowell Smith, Thomas Hamond, Martin Bond, 
aberdaſher, John Moulfoe, Robert Johnſon; William 
'Young, John Woodal, William Felgate, Humfrey .Weſt. 
wood, R rd Champion, Henry Robinſon, Francis Mapes, 
William Sambach, Ralegh Craſhaw, Daniel Tucker, 
"Thomas Grave, Hugh Willeſton, Thomas Culpepper, o 
74 — Eſq; John Culpepper, gentleman, Henry Lee, 
Joſias Kerton, gentleman, John Pary, gentleman, Henry 
Collins, George Burton, William Atkinſon, Thomas Foreſſ, 
John Ruſſel, John Ruſſel, John Holt, Harman Harriſon, 
Gabriel Beedel, John Beedel, Henry Dawkes, George 
- Scot, Edward Fleetwood, gentleman, Richard Rogers, 
gentleman, Arthur Robinſon, Robert Robinſon, Jah 
untley, John Gray, William Payne, William Field, 
William attey, William Webſter, John Dingley, 
Thomas Draper, Richard Glanvil, Arnold Hulls, Henry 
Roe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, James Monger, 
Nicholas Andrews, Jeremy Haydon, ironmonger, Philip 
Durette, John Nene John Weſt, Matthew Springham, 
ahn n hriſtopher Hore Thomas Snead, George 
erkeley, Arthur Pet, Thamas 'Careles, William Berkley, 
Thomas Johnſon, Alexander Bents, Captain William King, 
George Sandys, gentleman, James White, -gentleman, 
Edmund Wyane, Charles Towlar, Richard Reynold, 
Edward Webb, Richard Mapleſden, Thomas Lever, David 
Bourne, Thomas Wood, Ralph Hamer, Edward Batnes, ¶ Geo 
mercer, John Wright, mercer, Rabert Middleton, Edward Tho! 
Littlefield, Katherine Weft, Thomas Web, Ralph Kiog, 

| Robert Coppin, James Aſkew, ' Chriſtopher Holt, William 
| Bardwell, Alexander Chiles, Lewis Tate, Edward Ditch- 
| field, James Swifte, Richard Widdowes, goldſmith, Edmond 
Brudenell,, Edward Burwell, John Hansford, Edward 
Wooller, William Palmer, haberdaſher, John Badger, John 
Hodgſon, Peter Mounſel, John Carril, John Buſhridge, 
N William Dun, Thomas Johnſon, Nicholas Benſon, Thomas 

| Shipton, Nathaniel Wade, Randal! Wetwood, Matthew 
| Dequeſter, Charles Hawkins, Hogh Fammertiey, Abraham 
| Cartwright, George Bennet, William Cater, Richard God 
| dart, Cromwell, Phineas Pet, Robert Cooper, John 
| Cooper, Henry Newce, Edward Wilkes, Robert 19 
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Farrar, John Newhouſe, John Caſon, Thomas Harris, 
xentleman, George Ethe-idge, gentleman, Thomas Mayle, 
gentleman, Richard Stafford, I homas — » Richard 
Cooper, John Weſtrow, Edward Welch, Thomas Britain, 
Thomas Knowles, Octavian Thorne, Edmond Smith, John 


Miles Palmer, Henry Price, John Joſhua, gentleman, Will. 
Clauday, Jeremy Pearſye, John Bree, gentleman, William 
Hampſon, Chriſtopffer Pickford, Thomas Hunt, Thomas 
Truſton, Chriſtopher Salmon, John Howard, clerk, Richard 
Partridge, Allen Caſſen, Felix Wilſon, Thomas Bathurſt, 
George Wilmer, Andrew Wilmer, Maurice Lewellin, 
Thomas Godwin, Peter 2 Thomas Burgoyne, 
Robert Burgoyne, Robert Smith, merchant-taylor, Edward 
Gage, grocer, Thomas Cannon, gentleman, William 
Welby, ſtationer, Clement Wilmer, gentleman, John Clap- 
um, gentleman, Giles Francis, gentleman, George Walker, 
aller, John Swinhow, ſtationer, Edward Biſhop, ſtationer, 
Leonard White, gentleman, Chriſtopher Baron, Peter 
Benſon, Richard Smith, George Proctor, miniſter, Millicent 
Rmſdent, widow, Joſeph Soane, Thomas Hinſhaw, John 
Baker, Robert Thornton, — — Davis, Edward Facet, 
George Newce, gentleman, John Robinſon, Capt. Thomas 
Wood, William Brown, ſhoemaker, Robert Barker, ſhoe- 
maker, Robert Pennington, Francis Burley, miniſter, Will. 
ick, grocer, Edward Lewis, grocer, Laurence Campe, 
inper, Aden Perkins, | - way Richard Shepherd, - preacher, 
William Sherley, haberdaſher, William Taylor, haberdaſher, 
ein Lukin, gentleman, . John Franklyn, haberdaſher, 
hn Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johan, ironmonger, 
beorge Yeardley, gentleman, Henry Shelly, John Prat, 
Thomas Church, draper, William Powel, gentleman, Rich. 

ith, gentleman, Thomas Wheeler, draper, Francis 

lallerig, gentleman, Hugh Shipley, - gentleman, John An- 
irews the elder, doctor of Cambridge, Francis Whiſtler, 

tleman, John Vaſſal, gentleman, Richard Howle, Edward 

keley, gentleman, Richard Keneridgburg, gentleman, 

Nicholas Exton, draper, William Bennet, fiſhmonger, James 

1 „ merchant, Nicholas Iſaac, merchant, William 

Gibds, merchant, Biſhop, Bernard Mitchel, Iſaac. 
Mitchel, John Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin, gentle- 
n, Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, gentle- 

an, Richard — * Low, —— rag org 

Imund/ Pears, haberdaſher, John Googe, John St. John, 

award Vaughan, — Thomas Alcocke, John 
K. Andrews 


March, Edward Carew, Thomas Pleydall, Richard Let. 


- [=> 
* K ͤĩ ͤ v7 
ST mms: 3 z=..c-_qz 
- =; 


3 * 
— —— — pw cw —__ 
4 Pr — 


— - —_ - wet _ 


4 — 2 — — — — — —ͤ — = 2 
— — — = Ss = Þ = = So 
— — - — — — — 
— - > = — > 
- * 
w - 4 — —_ — < as - 2 eb = * 
— -- — . ———— _— © = = = \ 
ä — 
- — — — = = 
r - - -*  —_ * = 
—_ -—— 1 — > . 
bo - m —— OT 
2 — IX - = — — _ 
- — — 


a r 


e 
WW N 
. 
|! 1 t 
{| i 
" | * 
vl. "n 
| i 
$1 ov ' 
4 j 
4 } ' 
malls. - 
„ f . 
1 l 


8 IC 


* — 2 


=—_ 
—— - 


— 


= - —— - CY 
— — 
> — — = 
Ju - — 
— 2 - 3 


3 = _— - 
” - 4 we. - 
8 3s * * 


q 
— 2 2 - — . 
᷑— „%., SY 


- in AT Bu 


* - — — — 


982 


Hodges, grocer, Edward Beale, grocer, Thomas Culler, 
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Andrews the younger, of Cambridge, Samuel Smith, Thomas 
Gerrard, Thomas Whittingham, William Canning, Paul 
Canning, George Chandler, Henry Vincent, Thomas Ket- 
ley, James Skelton, James Mountaine, George Webb, gen- 
tleman, Joſeph Newbridge, ſmith, Joſiah Mand, Captain 
Ralph Hamer the younger, Edward Brewſter, the ſon of 
William Brewſter, Leonard Harwood, mercer, Philip 
Druerdent, William Carpenter, Triftian Hill, Robert Cock, 

rocer, Laurence Greeie, grocer, Samuel Winch, grocer, 

umphrey Stile, grocer, Avern Dransfield, grocer, Edward 


rocer, Ralph Buſhby, grocer, - John Whittingham, grocer, 
ohn Hide, grocer, Matthew Shepherd, grocer, Thomas 
Allen, grocer, Richard Hooker, grocer, Lawrence Munks, 
rocer, John Tanner, grocer, Peter Gate, grocer, John 
lunt, grocer, Robert Phips, grocer, Robert Berrisford, 
r, Thomas Wells, grocer, John Ellis, grocer, Henry 
olthurſt, grocer, John Ros rocer, Thomas Jennings, 
grocers Edmond Paſhal!, grocer, Timothy Bathurſt, grocer, 
ziles Parſlow, grocer, Robert Milmay, grocer, Richard 
ohnſon, grocer, William Johnſon, vintner, Ezekiel 
mith, Richard Martin, William Sharpe, Robert Rich, 
William Stannard, innholder, John Stocken, William Stra- 
chey, gentleman, George Farmer; gentleman, Thomas 
Gypes, clothworker, Abraham Davies, gentleman, Thomas 
Brocket, gentleman, George Bache, fiſhmonger, John Dike, 
fiſhmonger, Henry Spranger, Richard Farrington, Chriſtopher 
Vertue, vintner, Thomas Bayley, vintner, George Robins, 
vintner, Tobias Hinſon, grocer, Vrian Spencer, Clement 
Chicheley, John Scarpe, gentleman, James Campbell, iron- 
monger, Chriſtopher Clitheroe, ironmonger, Philip Jacob- 
ſon, Peter Jacobſon, of Antwerp, William Berkeley, Miles 
Banks, cutler, Peter Higgons, grocer, Henry John, ger 
tleman, John Stokeley, merchant-taylor, the company of 
Mercers, the company of Grocers, the company of Drapers, 
the company of Fiſhmongers, the company of Goldſmiths, 
the company of Skinners, the company of Merchant-taylors, 
the company of Haberdaſhers, the company of Salters, the 
company of Ironmongers, the company of Vintners, the 
company of Clothworkers, the company of Dyers, the com- 
pany of Brewers, the company of Leatherſellers, the com- 
y of Pewterers, the company of Cutlers, the company oſ 
Whitebakers, the company of Wax-chandlers, the company of 
Tallow-chandlers, the company of Armorers, the ang of 
* 

- 


Girdlers, the company of Butchers, the company of 
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r the company of Carpenters, the company of Cordwayners, 
t. e company of Barber-chirurgeons, the company of Paint- 
\. Wh fainers, the company of Curriers, the company of Maſons, 
- be company of Plumbers, the company of Innholders, the 
of company of Founders, the 5 of Poulterers, the com- 
po Wen) of Cooks, the company of Coopers, the company of 
N Tylers and Bricklayers, the company of Boyers, the com- 
„pay of Fletchers, the company of Blackſmiths, the company 
.3 Wl of Joiners, the company of Weavers, the company of Wool- 

a men, the company of Woodmongers, the company of Scri- 
„ Wh ieners, the company of Fruiterers, the company of Plaiſterers, a 
de company of Brownbakers, the company of Stationers, the 
„ WJ company of Embroiderers, the company of Upholſterers, the 
'n WJ company of Muſicians, the ES Turners, the com- 
d, WH pany of Gardiners, the company of Baſketmakers, the com- 
ry Wl baby of Glaziers, John Levet, merchant, Thomas Nor- 
k nicot, clothworker, Richard Venn, haberdaſher, Thomas 
. Scot, gentleman, Thomas Juxon, merchant- taylor, George 
d Hankinſon, Thomas Seyer, gentleman, Matthew Cooper, 
| WH George Butler, gentleman, Thomas Lawſon, gentleman, 


Edward Smith, haberdaſher, Stephen Sparrow, John Jones, 
merchant,, ———— Reynolds, brewer, Thomas Plummer, 
merchant, James Duppa, brewer, - Rowland Coitmore, 
William Southerne, George Witmore, haberdaſher, Antho- 
1 Goſnold, the younger, John Allen, fiſnmonger, Simon 

eomans, fiſhmonger, Lancelot Davis, gentleman, John 
Hopkins, Alderman of Briſtol, John Kettleby, gentleman, 
Richard Clene, goldſmith, George Hooker, gentleman, 
Robert Chening, yeoman; and to ſuch, and ſo many, as 
they do, or ſhall hereafter, admit to be joined with them, in 
ſorm hereafter in theſe preſents, expreſſed, whether they go 
in their perfons, to be planters there in the ſaid plantation, 
er whether they go not, but adventure their monies, goods, 
or chattels z that they ſhall be one b:.dy or commonalty 
perpetual, and ſhall have perpetual ſucceſſion, and one com- 
mon ſeal, to ſerve for the ſaid body or commonalty : and that Name of 
they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall be known, called, and in- che corpora- 
corporated by the name of, The Treaſurer and Company of n. 
Adventurers and Planters for the City of London for the firſt 
Colony in Virginia. | EY 

IV. And that they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall be, ſrom Capacity to 
denceforth, for ever enabled to take, acquire, and purchaſe, — 14 
dy the name aforeſaid (licence for the ſame, from us, our England; 
teirs or ſacceflors, firſt had and obtained) any manner of 


2 
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lands, tenements, and hereditamen s, goods, and chattels, 
within our realm of England, and dominion of Wales. 
nee _- V. And that they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall likewiſe be 
| "enabled, by the name aforeſaid, to plead, and be impleadeg, 
before any of our judges or juſtices, in any of our courts, 
and in any actions or ſuits whatſoever. | | 
Grant of VI. And we do alſo, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- 
land in A- ledge, and mere motion, give, grant, and confirm, unto the dea 
the is aid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, under the beit 
treaſurer reſervations, limitations, and declarations, hereafter expreſſ- ich 
and com- ed, all thoſe lands, countries, and territories, fituate, lying, Nen 
Faye and being, in that part of America called abs. wk from the 
point of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the ſea 
coaſt, to the northward two hundred miles, and from the 
faid point of Cape Comfort, all along the ſea coaſt, to the 
* ſouthward two hundred miles, and all that ſpace and circuit 
of land, lying from the ſea coaſt of the precinct aforeſaid, up 
into the land, throughout from ſea to ſea, weſt and 
northwelt ; and alſo all the iſlands, lying within one hundred 
miles, along the coaſt of both ſeas of the precinct aforeſaid ; 
er with all the ſoils, grounds, havens, and ports, 
mines, as well royal mines of gold and ſilver, as other 
minerals, pearls, and precious ſtones, quarries, woods, rivers, 
waters, fiſhings, commodities, juriſdictions, royalties, pri- 
vileges, franchiſes, and preheminences, within the ſaid ter- 
ritories, and the precincts thereof, whatſoever, and thereto 
and thereabouts, both by ſea and land, being, or in any ſort 
belonging or appertaining, and which we, by -our letters 
patents, may or can grant, in as ample manner and ſort, as 
we, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore 2 to 
any company, body politic or corporate, or to any adventurer, Will 
or adventurers, undertaker, or undertakers, of any diſco- o 
veries, plantations, or traffic, of, in or into any foreign parts 
whatſoever, and in as large and ample manner, as if the fame 
Habendum. were herein particularly mentioned and exprefled : To have 
+ . _ .. and to hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and ſingular the ſaid lands, 
countries, and territories, with all and ſingular other the pre- ¶ 
miſes, heretofore by theſe preſents granted, or mentioned to c 
be granted, to them, the ſaid treaſurer and company, thar 
ſucceſſors and aſſigns for ever; to the ſole and proper uſe df 
3 them, the ſaid treaſurer and company, their ſucceſſors and 
Tenenzem. afgns for them: Jo be holden of us, our heirs, and ſuccel- 
ſors, - of our manor of 1 in 4 and com- 
Redendom, mon ſoccage, and not in Capite; Yieldi paying. 
g thereſore, to us, our heirs, and — 9 


1 


VIRGINIA CHARTERS. 1 


ly af ail ore of gold and filver, that from time to time, and 

«all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, had, or obtained, 
er all manner of ſervices. 
VII. And nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, and we Power in 
lo, by theſe preſents, charge, command, warrant, and au- faid trea- 
Wiſe, that the ſaid treaſurer and company, or their ſucceſ- _— __ Ras 
brs, or the major part of them, which ſhall be preſent and ca '; 
lembled for that purpoſe, ſhall, from time to time, under aſſign under 
teir common ſea], diſtribute, convey, aſſign, and ſet over, _ ng 
ich particular portions of lands, tenements, and heredita-, particular 
fents, by theſe preſents, formerly granted, unto ſuch our portions of 
wing ſubjecte, naturally born, or denizens, or others, as te had 
| adventurers as planters, as by the ſaid company (upon a —— * 


mmiſſion of ſurvey and diſtribution, executed and returned the com- 


he that purpoſe) ſhall be nominated, appointed, and allowed 1 
nit rein our will and pleaſure is, that reſpect be had, as well — * 
up the proportion of the adventurer, as to the ſpecial ſervice, adventu- 
nd Ward, exploit, or merit of any perſon, ſo to be recompen- ver. 

cd Wi, advanced, or rewarded. 

dil. And foraſmuch, as the good and proſperous ſucceſs 2 bug 


the ſaid plantation cannot but chiefly depend, next under ment of a 

te bleſſing of God, and the ſupport of our royal authority, council to 
pn the provident and good direction of the whole enter- — _— 
| þ RE on and 
ze, by a careful and underſtanding council, and that it is to manage 
* convenient, that all the adventurers ſhall be ſo often the affairs 
wn to meet and aſſemble, as ſhall be requiſite for them to of the com- 
ve meetings and conference about the affairs thereof; 
erefore we do ordain, eſtabliſh, and confirm, that there 

ul be perpetually one council here reſident, according to 

tenour of our furmer letters patents; which council 


ery l have a ſea], for the better government and adminiſtra- 

co- n of the ſaid plantation, beſides the legal ſeal of the com- 

arts oy + corporation, as in our former letters patents is alſo 

me reſled. | . $4 
ave X. And farther, we eſtabliſh and ordain, that Henry, This coua- 
ds, WW! of Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, cil mall 
re- el of Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord _ 2—— 
unt Liſle, Lord Theophilus Howard, James, Lord the common 


op of Bath and Wells, Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, ſeal of the 
td Lawarr, William, Lord Monteagle, Edmund, Lord whole com- 
held, Grey, Lord Chandois, John, Lord Stanhope, **"?* 
arge, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord Mayor of 

don, Sir Edward Cecil, Sir William Wade, Sir Henry 

l, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Peter 

Wood, Sir Thomas Challoner, Sir Henry W Sir 
f rancis, 
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Francis Bacon, Sir Geor in, Sir John ; 
Henry Carey, Sir here - Neu- Sir Farm — - 
Edward Conway, Sir Maurice Barkeley, Sir I'homas Gates 
Sir Michael Sandys, Sir Robert Manfel, Sir John Trevor 
Sir Amias Preſton, Sir William Godolphin, Sir Walte 
Cope, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Henry Fanſhaw, 81 
Edwin Sandys, Sir John Watts, Sir Henry Montague, $i 
William Romney, Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Baptiſt Hicks, Si 
Richard Williamſon, Sir Stephen Poole, Sir Dudly Digge: 
Chriſtopher Brooke, Eſq; — Eldrid, and John Wo 
ſtenholme, ſhall be our council for the ſaid company of ad 
venturers and planters in Virginia. 
82 X. And the ſaid Thomas Smith we do ordain to be tre; 
members of ſurer of the ſaid company: which treaſurer ſhall have auth 
this council rity, to give order, for the warning of the council, and ſur 
by the king- moning the company, to their courts and meetings. 
— of XI. And the faid council and treafurer, or any of th 
— ſhall be from henceforth, nominated, choſen, continue 
lors in all diſplaced, changed, altered, and ſupplied, as death, or oth 
future wa- ſeyeral occaſions, ſhall require, out of the company of tt 
Rs by faid adventurers, by the voice of the greater part of the (a 
majority - ella 4. P 
of the ſaid Company and adventurers, in their aſſembly for that purpoſe 
company. provided always, that every counſellor, ſo newly electe 
mall be preſented to the Lord Chancellor of England, or 
the Lord High Treaſurer of England, or to the Lord Cha 
berlain of the houſhold of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 
the time being, to take his oath of a counſellor to us, 0 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, for the ſaid company of adventurers a ea 
Ws — 7 — | ad 2 
STE 4 „And we do, by theſe preſents, of our ſpecial grac 
Tete te. certain knowledge, Be mere r for us we 2 
deputy | ks 
fuer, in ſucceſſors, grant unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, a 
caſes of their ſucceſſors, that if it happen, at any time or times, 
* treaſurer for the time being to be ſick, or to haye any ſu,;- 
cauſe of abſence from the city of London, as ſhall be allow... 
by the ſaid council, or the greater part of them, afſemb1li the 
ſo as he cannot attend the affairs of that company, in «iſ 1 
' ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch treaſurer for ip 
time being, to affign, conſtitute and appoint, one of 4 
council or company, to be likewiſe allowed by the coun. te 
or the greater part of them, aſſembled, to be the deputy m 
ſurer of the ſaid company; which deputy ſhall have po*wWi 
to do and execute all things, which belong to the ſaid WM. 
ſurer, during ſuch time, as ſuch treaſurer ſhall be either are 
or otherwiſe abſent upon cauſe allowed of by the ſaid coun 


Fd 
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the major part of them, as aforeſaid, ſo fully and wholly, 

aa in as large and ample manner and form, to all intents 

nd purpoſes, as the ſaid treaſurer, if he were preſent, him- 

bf might or could do and execute the ſame. 

XIII. And further, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- The council 
ige, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, dall have 


Si: do, by theſe preſents, give and grant full power and au- E 2 
diWbority to our ſaid council, here reſident, as well at this — — 


ſent timo, as hereafter from time to time, to nominate, change or 
e, conſtitute, ordain, and confirm, by ſuch name or — 
mes, ſtile or ſtiles, as to them ſhall ſeem good; and like- and other 
iſe to revoke, diſcharge, change, and alter, as well all and officers of 
gular governors, ns and miniſters, which already sg che fig 
we been made, as alſo which hereafter ſhall be by them colonies. 
bought fit and needful to be made or uſed, for the govern- 

nt of the ſaid colony and plantation. 1 
XIV. And alſo to make, ordain, and eſtabliſn all manner And to 
orders, laws, directions, inſtructions, forms, and cere- — laws 
mies of government and magiſtracy, fit and neceſſary, for — 
concerning the government of the ſaid colony and planta- of the ſaid 
un; and the ſame, at all times hereafter, to abrogate, re- colonies. 
ike, or change, not only within the precincts of the ſaid 

bony, but alſo upon the ſeas in going and coming, to and 

the ſaid colony, as they, in their good diſcretion, ſhall 

ink to be fitteſt for the good of the adventurers and inhabi- 

ants there. 

XV. And we do alſo declare, that, for divers reaſons and Upon the 
unliderations us thereunto eſpecially moving, our will and arrival of a 
jaſure is, and we do hereby ordain, that immediately from Enge 
kd after ſuch time, as any fach vernor or principal officer, by the faid 
to be nominated and appointed, by our ſaid council, for council in 

e government of the ſaid colony, as aforeſaid, ſhall arrive nm of 
Virginia, and give notice unto the colony there reſident of theorefident 


r pleaſure in this behalf, the government, power and au- and council 


1 rity of the preſident and council, heretofore by our former U 
0 ners patents there eſtabliſhed, and all laws and conſtitutions, and of all 
” them formerly made, ſhall utterly ceaſe and be determined, other offi. 


V all officers, governors, and miniſters, formerly conſtituted cen of go- 
pointed, ſhall be diſcharged, any thing, in our former a ia. 
iters patents concerning the ſaid plantation contained, in any ſtantiy ceaſe 


le to the contrary notwithſtanding ; ftraightly charging and aud be de- 


yo Wmanding the preſident and council, now refident in _—— 
F N colony, upon their allegiance, after knowledge given unto 


m of our will and pleaſure, by theſe preſents fignified and 
Kared, that they forthwith be obedient to ſuch. governor or 
| ; governors, 
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governors, as by our ſaid council, here reſident, ſhall bi 
named and appcinted, as aforeſaid, and to all directions, or Win: 
ders and commandments, which they ſhall receive fro m 
them, as well in the preſent reſigning and giving up of theiq 
authority, offices, charge and places, as in all other atten WMjr 
dance, as ſhall be by them, from time to time, required, b 
Admiflion XVI. And we do further, by theſe preſents, ordain anden 
of aw, Cltablifh, that the ſaid treaſurer and council here reſident, and | 
into the their ſucceſſors, or any four of them, being aſſembled (the 
company. . treaſurer being one) ſhall, from time to time, have full power n 
and authority, to admit and receive any other perſon int n 
Disfran- their company, corporation, and freedom; and further, in ak 
chiſement. general aſſembiy of the adventurers, with the conſent of the 
greater part, upon good cauſe, to disfranchiſe and put out n. 
any perſon or perſons, out of the ſaid freedom and company. e 
Power to XVII. And we do alſo t and confirm, for us, our heirs + 
_—_— and fucceffors, that it ſhall be lawful for the faid treaſurer 0 
mines. and company, and their ſucceſſors, by direction of the g- 


Power to 


out the 


jeQs or any 
to 


— times hereafter, out of our realm of England, and out of all 


with all oe- other our dominions, to take and lead into the faid voya 
arms 


ſettle the 
together 

for thei 
fen 


| 


Ne chere: 


ir de- 
and 
23 plantation, all ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubjects, or 


— proper any 
ming and live under our obedience, as ſhall willingly accompany 


mares, and all other things, neceſ- 


vernors there, to dig and to ſearch for all manner of mines 0. 
of gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, tin, and all forts of mi- 
nerals, as well within the precinct aforeſaid, as within any Win 
art of the main land, not formerly granted to any other ; Wt: 
and to have and enjoy the gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, WWW 
and tin, and all other minerals, to be gotten thereby, to the Wm 
uſe and 1 of the ſaid company of planters and adventu- ui 
rers yielding thereof, and payin ly, unto us, our heirs er 
and — as aforeſaid. N ear 
XVIII. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſ- 
ſors, grant, by theſe preſents, to and with the ſaid treaſurer 
and company, and their ſucceſſors, that it ſhall be lawful and 
free for them, and their afligns, at all and every time and 


and for and towards the ſaid plantation, and to travel chirker- 
wards, and to abide and inhabit there in the ſaid colony and 


other ſtrangers, that will become our loving ſubjects, 


them in the ſaid voyage and plantation ; with ſufficient ſhip- 
ping, armour, weapons, ordinance, munition, powder, 
victuals, and ſuch merchandiſes or wares, as are eſteemed by 
the wild people on, cloathing, implements, furn 
ture, cattle, horſes, 
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ind trade with the people there; and in paſſinig, and return- 
ng to and fro; without yielding or paying ſubſidy, cuſtom, withoutpay- 
mpoſition, or any other tax or duty, to us, our heirs, or 15 wk 
kecefſors, for the ſpace of ſeven yeits from the date of theſe duty for 
reſents; provided, that none of the ſaid perſons be ſuch, as them for 3 
hall be hereafter, by ſpecial name, reſtrained by us, our heirs, ve. 
nd ſucceſſors. . . 
XIX. And for their further encouragement, of our ſpecial — 
e and favour, we do, by theſe pteſents, far us, our heirs, nl be paid 
nd ſucceſſors, yield and grant, to and with the ſaid treaſurer in Virginia 
md company, and theit ſuceeſſors, and every of them, their * 
actors and aſſigns, that they and every of them, fhall be free tat tine 
Hall the ſubſidies and cuſtoms in Virginia, for the ſpace of thefaiatom- 
ne- and- twenty years, and from all taxes and impoſitions, — 
jor ever, upon any goods or merchandizes, at any time of — 
mes hereafter, either upon importation thither, or exporta- ly a duty of 
ton from thence, into our tealm of England, or into any 5 per cent. 
her of our realms or dominions, by the ſaid treaſurer and 4 — 
tompany, and their ſucceſſors, their deputies, factors, or ported from 
ligns, or any of them; except only the five pounds per cent. Virginia in- 
we for cuſtom, upon all ſuch goods and metchandizes, iy 20 ns 
hel] be brought or imported into out realm of England, or they a 
” — of theſe our dominions, according to — —— 1 = 
de of merchants ; which five pounds per cent. on I COD 
kid, it ſhall be thenceforth Jawful and free for the faid ad- e 
renturers, the ſame goods and merchandizes to export, and ſpace of 73 
carry out of our ſaid dominions, into foreign parts, without months af- 


. — te i 
any cuſtom, tax, or other duty, to be paid to us, our heirs, ; * — 


pert of thoſe domĩnions. duty. 

XX, And we do alſo grant and confirm to the ſaid treaſufer Power to re- 
nd company, and their ſucceſſors, as alſo to all and every . ex- 
ch governor, or other officers and miniſters, as by our ſaid P. ders into 
council ſhall be appointed to have power and authority of the ſaid co- 
Prernment and command, in or over the ſaid colony or plan- len). 
ation; that they, and every of them, ſhall and lawfully 
my, from tine to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, 
for their ſeyeral defence and ſafety, encounter, expulſe, repel, 
ad reſiſt, by force and arms, as well by ſea as by land, and 
Ul ways and means whatſvever, all and _ ſuch perſon and 
ferſons whatſoever, as (without the ſpecial licence of the ſaid 
treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors) ſhall attempt to 
mſtabit, within the ſaid ſeveral precincts and limits of * 

colony 
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colony and plantation; and al ſo, all and every ſuch perſon and 
perſons whatſoeyer, as ſhall enterprize or attempt, at any 
time hereafter, deſtruQtion, invaſion, hurt, detriment, or an- 
a 7 Fs to the ſaid colony and plantation, as is likewiſe ſpe- 
| Ccihed in the ſaid former grant. 
— * XXI. And that it halt be lawful for the ſaid treaſurer and 
cent. upon company, ahd their ſucceſſors, and every of them, from time 
allgoodsim- to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they ſhall have 
= lone full power and authority, to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways 
ony 
or exported and means whatſoever, all and every perſon and perſons what 
out of it by ſoever, with their ſhips, goods, and other furniture, traf 
2 © apts ficking in any harbour, creek, or place, within the limits or 
members of Precincts of the ſaid colony and plantation, not being allowed 
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the ſaid by the ſaid company to be adventurers or planters of the ſaiq ft 
compa®Y; colony, until ſuch time as they, being of any realms and do d 
% minions under our obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, t; 
the hands of the treaſurer or of ſome other officer, deputed b bre 

the ſaid governor of Virginia (over and above ſuch ſubſidy an de 

"pp cuſtom, as the ſaid company is, or hereafter ſhall be, to pay Mi *< 
Me, five pounds per cent. upon all goods and merchandiſes ef 
| brought in thither, and alto five per cent. upon all goods b A. 
| and 10 per them ſhipped out from thence ; and being ſtrangers, and no 
ey Ps under our obedience, until they have paid (over and above ſueH be 
imported ſubſidy and cuſtom, as the ſaid treaſurer and company, o din 
thither or their ſucceſſors, is, or hereafter ſhall be, to pay) ten pound eur 
thence by per cent. upon all ſuch goods, likewiſe carried in and out dete 
frangers any thing, in the ſaid former letters patents, to the contrari dite 
not under notwithſtanding ;z and the ſame ſums of money and benefit vel 
rd es Bo as aforeſaid, for and during the ſpace of one-and-twentyhſ*": 
Mo. „ ſhall be wholly employed to the benefit, uſe, and be 

4 Gif of the ſaid colony and plantation; and after the ſai de. 
one-and-twenty years ended, the ſame ſhall be taken to th of | 

uſe of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, by ſuch officers an, 4 
miniſters, as by us, our heirs, or 2 ſhall be there h 

unto affigned and appointed, as is ſpecified in the ſaid forme rn 

1 letters patents. uly 
—— XXII. Alſo, we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſor 40d 
ail foch ber- declare, by theſe preſents, that all and every the perſons ty 


fons as mall being our ſuhjects, which ſhall go and inhabit within the 
be born in ſaid colony and plantation, and every of their children ane 
. poſterity, which ſhall happen to be born within any the limit 
thereof, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and im 
munities of free denizens and natural ſubjects, within any © 


our other dominions; to all intents and purpoſes, as if t 
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had been abiding and born within this our realm of England, 


or in any other of our dominions. 

XXIII. And foraſmuch, as it ſhall be neceſſary for all ſuch Power to 

our loving ſubjects, as ſhall inhabit within the faig precincts = —— 
of Virginia, aforeſaid, to determine to live together, in G 
fear and true worſhip of Almighty God, chriſtian peace, and ſhall be ap- 


civil quietneſs, each with other, whereby every one may, Pointed for 


with more ſafety, pleaſure, and profit, enjoy that, whereunto — 
they ſhall attain with great pain and peril ; we, for us, our cilaforeſaid, 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, are likewiſe pleaſed and contented, and — — 
y theſe preſents, do give and grant unto the ſaid treaſurer the fd ca- 
and company, and their ſucceſſors, and to ſuch governors, lony accord- 
officers, and miniſters, as ſhall be, by our ſaid council, con- ins to fuck 
flituted and appointed, according to the natures and limits 1 45 l 
of their offices and places reſpectively, that they ſhall and as civil, as 
may, from time to time for ever hereafter, within the faid ver bg eſ- 
precincts of Virginia, or in the way by ſea thither and from ne 8 
thence, have full and abſolute power and — to Cor- council, 
ret, puniſh, pardon, govern, and rule, all ſuch the ſubjeRs . 


of us, our heirs, and ſucceſlors, as ſhall, from time to time, 
adventure themſelves in any voyage thither, or that ſhall, at 


any time hereafter, inhabit in the precincts and territories of 
the ſaid colony, as aforeſaid, according to ſuch orders, or- 
linances, conſtitutions, directions, and inſtructions, as by 
our ſaid council, as aforeſaid, ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; and in 
defet thereof, in caſe of neceſſity, acccording to the good 
diſcretion of the ſaid governor and officers, reſpectively, as 
yell in caſes capital and criminal as civil, both marine and 
ther; ſo always, as the ſaid ſtatutes, ordinances, and pro- 
ceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be agreeable to 
the laws, ſtatutes, government, and policy of this our realm 
England. | 
XXIV. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, . and mere motion, grant, declare, and ordain, 
hat ſuch principal governor, as, from time to time, ſhall 
tuly and lawfully be authoriſed and appointed, in manner 
ad form in theſe preſents heretofore expreſſed, ſhall have full 
power and authority, to uſe and exerciſe martial law, in 
ales of rebellion or. mutiny, in as large and ample manner, 
d our lieutenants in our counties, within this our realm of 
Logland, have, or ought to have, by force of their com- 
Wihons of lieutenancy. | | 1 2 
XXV. And furthermore, if any perſon or perſons, ad- Perſonswho 
lenturers or planters of the ſaid colony, or any other, at any under pre- 
ime or times hereafter, ſhall tranſport any monies, goods, ing te > eh 
| M 2 or — 
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— _ or merchandizes, out of any of our kingdoms, with a pre 
onto esa tence or purpoſe, to land, fell, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of the 
frel-forfeit Tame, within the limits or bounds of the ſaid colony, and yet 
their ſhips nevertheleſs, being at ſra, or after he hath landed within an 
Ne part of the ſaid colony, ſhall carry the ſame into any othe 
. foreign country, with à purpoſe there to fel] and difpo 
W thereof 3 that then, all the goods and chattels of the ſaid per 
ſion, or perſons, fo offending and tranſported, together with 
the ſhip or yeſſel wherein ſuch tranſportation was made, ſhal 
+, be forfeited to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors... 

5 XXVI. And further, our will and pleaſure is, that in al 


1 os queſtians and doubts that ſhall ariſe, upon agy difficulty of 
mer pa, conſtruionor interpretation of any thing, contained either 
tents alt thisorigour faid former letters patents, the ſame {hall be taker 
de mean interpreted, in moſt ample and benęficial manner for the 
Ja, Y (aid —_ ape company, and their ſucceſſors, and every 
ters. member thereof, 
- XXVII. And further, we do, by theſe preſents, ratif 
on of former and confirm unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their 
patents no ſucceſſors, all the privileges, franchiſes, liberties, and immu- 
altered by Nities, granted in our ſaid former letters patents, and not in 
N. preſent thele our letters patents revoked, altered, changed « 
er. abri 4 1 
ExtenGion df XXVIII. And finally, our will and pleaſure is, and we 
we privite- do further, hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant 
—.— and agrer, to and with the ſaid treaſurer and company, and 
ter to all fu- their ſueceſſors, that all and ſingular perſon and perſons, 
ture mem- Which ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, adventure any 
_—_— ſum or ſums of money, in and towards the ſaid plantation of 
Ty duly ad- the {aid calony in Virginia, and ſhall be admitted, by the 
mired into ſaid council and company, as adventurers of the ſaid co- 
* lony, in form aforeſaid, and ſhall be enrolled in the book 
” thereof, in or recorgs of the adventurers of the ſaid company, ſhall and 
the manner may be accounted, accepted, taken, held, and reputed, ad- 
1 venturers of the ſaid colony, and ſhall and may enjoy all and 
| ſingular grants, privileges, liberties, benefits, profits, com- 
modities, immunities, advantages, and emoluments 
' Whagſoever, as fully, largely, amply, and abſolutely, as if 
they, and &very of them, had-been. preciſely, plainly, fingu- 
tacly, and diſtinctly named and inſerted in theſe our letters 


XXIX. And laſtly, becauſe the principal effe& which 
ue enn deſiie or of this action, is the converſion and 
4 8 of the people in thoſe parts unto the true worſhip 
of God and Chriſtian: religion, in which reſpect we * 
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be loath, that any perſon ſhould be permitted to paſs, that without ha- 
we ſuſpected oeffe the ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome; 48 _ _ 
we do hereby declare, that it is our will and pleaſure, that oath of ſu- 
none be permitted to pals, in any voyage, from time to time premacy. 
to be made into the faid country, but ſuch as firſt ſhall have 

taken the oaths of ſupremacy ; for which purpoſe we do, by 

theſe preſents, give full power and authority, to the treaſu- 

ter for the time being, and any three of the council, to ten- 

der and exhibit the ſaid oath, to all ſuch perſons as ſhall, at 

my time, be ſent and employed in the ſaid voyage. Although 

expreſs mention of the true yearly value or certainty of the 

premiſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or grants, by 

us, or any of our progenitors, or predeceſſors, to the afore- 

laid treaſurer and company heretofore made, in thefe preſents 

not made; or any act, ſtatute, ordinance, proviſion, pro- 

clamat ion, or reftraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, or- 

tained, or provided, or any other thing, cauſe, or matter, 
whatſoever in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In witneſs where 

ve have cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent; witneſs 

oucſelf at Weſtminſter, the 23d day of May, in the ſeventhyear 

ef our reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland 

the 8 26 qu 
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. ter of King JAMES J. to the Treaſurer and 
Company of Vireinia. Dated March 12, 161 1-2. 


| TAMES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot=Recitat of 
J land, uct and Ireland, Defender of the Faith ; tothe ſub- 

A., to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting, Whereas th Chase, 
ache humble fuit of divers and ſundry our loving ſubjeQs, 28 of May 23, 


ll adventurers as planters of the firſt colony in Virginia, j609. 
and Wd for the propagation of chriſtian religion, and reclaiming” 
hip people barbarous to civility and humanity, we have, by 
ud letters patents, bearing date, at Weſtminſter, the-three-" 


and 
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 and>twentieth day of My, in the ſeventh year of our reign of 

England, France, andAteland, and the two-and-fortieth of 
Scotland, given and granted unto them, that they, and all 
ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubje&s, as ſhould, from 
time to time for ever after, be joined with them, as planters 
er adventurers in the ſaid plantation, and their ſucceſſors, for 
ever, ſhould be one body politic, incorporated by the name 
of, The treaſurer and company of adventurers and planters of 
the city of London for the firſt colony in Virginia. 

II. And whereas alſo, for the greater good and benefit of 
the ſaid-company, and for the better furtherance, ſtrengthen. 
ing, and eſtabliſhing of the ſaid plantation, we did further 
ge, t, and confirm, by our ſaid letters patents, unto 

id treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, for ever, 
all thoſe lands, countries, or territories, ſituate, lying, and 
being, in that part of America called Virginia, from the Wl { 

int of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the 2 
— to the northward, two hundred miles, and from g. 
the ſaid point of Cape Comfort, all along the ſea coaſt, to f. 
the ſouthward, two hundred miles, and all that ſpace and e, 
circuit of land, lying from the fea coaſt of the precinct afore- in 
faid, up or into the land, throughout from ſea to ſea, weſt Wi 
and northweſt, and alſo all the iſlands, lying within one bu 
hundred miles, along the coaſt of both the ſeas of the precint fai 
aforeſaid; with divers other grants, liberties, franchiſes, and 
preheminences, privileges, profits, benefits, and commodi- 
ties, granted, in and by our faid letters patents, to the ſaid 
treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, for ever. 
Petition of III. Now, foraſmuch as we are given to underſtand, that 
the grantees in thoſe ſeas, adjoining to the ſaid coaſts of Virginia, and 
— 2 without the compaſs of thoſe two hundred miles, by us ſo 
of heir for- granted unto the faid treaſurer and company, as aforeſaid, 
mer charter. and yet not far diſtant from the ſaid colony in Virginia, 
| there are, or may be, divers iſlands, hung deſolate and un- 
e 


inhabited, ſome of which are already known and dif- land 
covered, by the 1 travel, and expence of the ſaid Bi we , 
company, and others alſo are ſuppoſed to be and remain, 238 we, 
pet, unknown and undiſcovered, all and every of which it ay 
may import the ſaid colony, both in ſafety and policy o corp 
trade, to populate and plant, in regard whereof, as well ind: 
ſor the preventing of peril, as for the better commodity andi int, 
profperity of the ſaid colony, they have been humble ſuitor de n 
unto us, that we would be pleaſed to grant unto them a nent 
enlargement of our ſaid former letters patents, as well for lane 
more ample extent of their limits and territories into the feu ref. 


ad- 
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adjoining to, and upon the coaſt of Virginia, as alſo for 

ſome other matters and articles, concerning the better go- 

yernment of the ſaid company and colony, in which point our 

faid former letters patents do not extend ſo far, as time and 

experience hath found to be needful and convenient. 
IV. We therefore, tendering the good and happy ſucceſs 

of the ſaid plantation, both in regard of the general weal of 

human ſociety, as in reſpect of the good of our own eſtate 

and kingdoms, and being willing to give furtherance to all 

good means, that may advance the benefit of the ſaid com- 

pany, and which may ſecure the ſafety of our loving ſub- 

jects, planted in our ſaid colony under the favour and pro- 

tection of God Almighty, and of our royal power and autho- 

rity, have therefore, of our eſpecial grace, certain know- 

doe, and mere motion, given, granted, and confirmed, and 

for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, We do, by theſe preſents, Grant of x 

give, grant, and confirm, to the faid treaſurer and compa- 9 

ny of adventurers and planters of the city of London for the to the ſaid 

firſt colony in Virginia, and to their heirs and ſucceſſors, for London 

ever, all and fingular thoſe iſlands whatſoever, ſituate and be- . 

ing in any part of the ocean ſeas bordering upon the coaſt of 

our ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, and being within three 

hundred leagues of any the parts heretofore granted to the 

aid treaſurer and company, in our ſaid former letters pa- 

tents, as aforeſaid, and being within or between the one-and- 

fortieth and thirtieth degrees of northerly latitude, together 

with all and ſingular Gils, lands, grounds, havens, ports, 

rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines, and minerals, as well royal 

mines of gold and filver, as other mines and minerals, pearls, 

precious ds, quarries, and all and ſingular other commo- 

lities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, and pre- 

beminences, both within the ſaid tract of land upon the 

main. and alſo within the ſaid iſland and ſeas adjoining, 

whatſoever, and thereunto or thereabouts, both by ſea and 

and, being and ſituate : and which, by our letters patents, 

we may, or can, grant, and in as ample manner and ſort, as 

we, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore granted to 

any perſon or perſons, or to any company, body politic or 

corporate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or 

indertakers, of any diſcoveries, plantations or traffic, of or 

nto any foreign parts, whatſoever, and in as large and am- 

ple manner as if the ſame were herein particularly named, 

mentioned, and expreſſed: provided always, that the ſaid _| 1 

lands, or any the premiſes herein mentioned, or by theſe 

reſents intended or meant to be granted, be not actually 


"”— 


- * 
7 — 2 * 1 a 
— _ - — — _ — 
A l — — 8 
p- - 2 — S — — — = = — 
—— — — = = — = — — — = _ 9 23 


— = — — 


— => — 
— —— — — hn — — 
. -_ y_—_ 
* 2 —— 
— 3 
x 6 W 


— 
— "== > 
I=—2T== 


n = a” «=> = 


— — — — —ðV———ñ ę — — — — — — 


— 


— — === —— = 


— 


2 — — — 
rs — = = 
* Lo _— — — l — * 4 2 4 C 53 


— — —— 


— 
— * ww — pa — — — ps . 5 ͤ— ——————— 


— — - 
+ — 
2 —— SD 


þ -— 3 


_ — 


42 4222 — 
—— 


* 
. — Oo 
3 * 7 - * 
3 SI 


E VIRGINIA CHARTERS. 


poſſeſſed or inhabited by any other chriftian prince or eſtate, 
nor be within the bounds; limits or territories of the northern 
colony, hetetofore by us granted to be planted by divers of 
Habendum, Our loving ſubjects, in the north parts of Virginia. To have 
and to hold, poſſeis and enjoy, all and fingular the ſaid iſlands, 
in the ſaid ocean ſeas fo lying, and bordering upon the coaſt 
and coaſts of the territories of the ſaid firſt colony in Virgi- 
nia, as aforefaid ;- with all and ſingular the ſaid ſoils, lands, 
and grounds, and all and fingular other the premiſes, hereto. 
fore by theſe prefents granted, or mentioned to be granted, to 
them, the ſaid treaſurer and company of adventurers and 
planters of the city of London for the firſt colony in Vir- 
ginizy and to their heirs, ſucceſſors, and aſſigns, for ever, 
to the ſole and proper uſe and be hoof of them, the ſaid trea- 
ſurer and company, and their heirs, and ſucceſſors, and af. 
Temntom figns, for ever. To be holden of us, our heirs, and ſucceſ- 
' *- © © ſors, as of our minor of Eaſt- Greenwich, in free and com- 
Rqddendo. mon ſoceage, and not in capite. Yielding and paying there- 
| fore to us, our heirs; and ſucceſſors, the aich part of the ore 
bol all gold and filver, which ſhall be there gotten, had, or 

| obtained, for all manner of fervices whatſoever, 
Aﬀociati- + V. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do, by 
ons of di- theſe preſents, grant and confirm, for the good and welfare of 
wine ner. the ſaid plantation, and that poſterity may hereafter know, 
fors to the who-have adventured, and not been ſparing of their purſes in 
faid Lon- ſuch a noble and generous action for the general of 
don compa- their country, and at the requeſt, and with the conſent, of 
of the company afoteſaid, that our truſty and well-beloved ſub- 
jects. George, Lord Arehbiſhop of Canterbury, Henry, Earl 
of Huntingdon, Edward, Earl of Bedford, Richard, Earl 
of. Clanrickard, &c. who finee our ſaid laſt letters patents, 
ave become adventurers, and have joined themſelves with the 
ſormer adventurers and planters of the ſaid company and ſo- 
ciety, ſhali, from henceforth, be reputed, deemed, and ta- 
ken to be, and ſhall be, brethren and free members of the com- 
pany; and fhalt and may, reſpectively, and according to the 
proportion and value of their ſeveral adventures, have, hold, 
and enjoy all ſuch intereſt, right, title, privileges, prehemi- 
nencies; liberties, franchifes, immunities, profits, and com- 
modities, whatſoever, in 4s large, and ample, and beneficial 
manner, to all intent, conſtructions, and purpoſes, 28 am 
other advetturers, nominated and expreſſed in any our ſot- 
mer letters patents, or aby of them, have or may have, by 
foree and virtut of theſe preſents, er any our former letters 
pitta whan@oener, e . 
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VI. And we are further pleaſed, and we do, by theſe pre- Addition of 
ents, grant and confirm, that Philip, Earl of Montgomery, "emi 
William Lord Paget, Sir John Starrington, Knt. &c. fons, we 
whom the ſaid treaſurer and company have, ſince the faid laſt council of 
ktters patents, nominated and ſet down, as worthy and diſ- — 208: 
cteet perſons, fit to ſerve as counſellors; to be of our council — 
for the ſaid plantation, ſhall be reputed, deemed, atid taken 
x perſons of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony, in ſuch 
manner and ſort, to all intents and purpoſes; as thoſe, who 
have been formerly elected and nominated, as our counſellors 
for that colony, and whoſe names have been or ate inſerted 
ud expreſſed, in our ſaid former letters patents. 

VII. And we do hereby ordain and grant, by theſe preſerits, Courts or 
hat the ſaid treaſurer and company of adventurers and plan- aſſemblies 
ers aforeſaid, ſhall and may, once every week, of oftener, at — mall 
heir pleaſure, hold and keep a court and aſſembly, for the be held 
ſetter order and government of the ſaid plantation, and ſuch once every 
mings as ſhall concern the ſame ; and that any five perſons of voor; Tos 
ur council for the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, for the time tranfaQtion 
teing, of which company the treaſurer, or his deputy; to be of ordinary 
ways one, and the number of fifteen others, at the leaſt, of 
he generality of the ſaid company, aſſembled together in 
ſuch manner, as is and hath been heretofore uſed and accuſ- 
bmed, ſhall be aid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ſhall 
te a ſufficient court of the ſaid company, for the handling, 
nd ordering, and diſpatching of all ſuch caſual and particular 
Kcurrences, and accidental matters, of leſs conſequence and 
jeight, as ſhall, from, time to time, happen, touching and 
oncerning the ſaid plantation. 4 = . 3-42; 24.36 

VIII. And that nevertheleſs, for the handling, ordering, And forthe 
nd diſpoſing of matters and affairs of great weight and im- — 
vrtance, and ſuch, as ſhall or may, in any ſort, concern the more ale . 
real public and general good of the ſaid company and planta- portant bu- 
lon, as namely, the manner of government from time to time daf of the 
b be uſed, the ordering and difpoſing of the lands and poſ- 2 

ons, and the ſettling and eſtabliſhing of a trade there, or and general! 
ich like, there ſhall be held and kept, every year, upon the aſſemblies 


' Wt Wedneſday, fave one, of Hillary term, Eaſter, Trinity, 2 
n- Michaelmas terms, for ever, one great, general, and ſo- mall be 
nn aſſembly, which four aſſemblies ſhall be ſtiled and called, held in cv 


the four great and general courts of the council and com- * 
jay of adventurers for Virginia; in all and every of which 
ud great and general coutts, ſo aſſembled; our will and plea- 
e is, and we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, for ever, 
e and grant to the faid treaſurer and company, and their 
f | | N 41. ; | ſueceſſors, . 
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. that beglect ſons, as having either promiſed, or ſubſcribed their names, to 
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fucceſſors, for ever, by theſe preſents, that they, the ſaid trea 
©  furer and company, or the greater number of them, fo afſem. 
bdled, ſhall and may have full power and authority, from time 
FleMon of ta time, and at all times hereafter, to elect and chuſe diſcreet 
— 2 perſons, to be of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony in 
- officers of Virginia, and to nominate and appoint ſuch officers, as they 
| government ſhal think fs and reins, for os e managing, 
orderin i f t airs of the ſaid company: 

and Mt likewiſe bave füll power and authority, to 2, 100 
— make ſuch, laws and ordinances, for the good and welfare of 
the ſaid plantation, as to them, from time to time, ſhall be 
thought requiſite and meet: fo always, as the ſame be not 

y to * laws and ſtatutes of this eber of England: 

. „ in like manner, have power and authority, to ex- 
Disfranchi- pulſe, disfranchiſe, and put out of and from their FA com- 
et ef pany and ſociety, for ever, all and every ſuch perſon and per- 


- 
Q * * 
q 


PF" rr YO =2 2 wiki r a. .. 5... 


to pay. the become adventurers to the ſaid plantation of the ſaid firſt co- 
. lony in Virginia, or having been nominated for adventurers 
eribes. in theſe or any other our letters patents, or having been other 

wiſe. admitted and nominated to be of the ſaid company, have 

nevertheleſs, either not put in any adventure at all, for and 
towards the ſaid plantation, or elſe have refuſed and neglect 

ed, or ſhall-refuſe.and neglect to bring in his or their adven 
ture, by: word or writing promiſed, within ſix months aftet 
| the ſame ſhall be ſo payable and due. 

Diretion® IX. And whereas the failing and not payment of ſuc 
82 monies, as have been promiſed in adventure fot- the advance 
e [the ment of the ſaid. plantation, hath been often by experienct 
payment of found, to.be dangerous and prejudicial to the ſame, and muc 

— et have hindered the progreſs and proceeding, of the ſaid plan 
| tation, and for. that it ſeemeth unto us a thing reaſonable, tha 

ſuch perſons, as by, their hand writing have engaged them 

ſelves; for the payment of their adventures, and afterward 
neglecting their faith and, promiſe, ſhould- be, compelled t 
make. good and. keep. the. ſame; therefore our will. and ple: 
: ſure- is, that in any, fuit or ſuits. commenced, in any of ou 
. courts. at Weſtminſter, or elſewhere, by the ſaid urer 

company, or ' otherwiſe, againſt} any ſuch perſons, that o 
1 for. the time being, both in our court of Chancery, 2 

a Common Pleas, do fayour and further the. ſaid ſuit 
| — far, forth, a6, law and equity will, in any wiſe, furt 
Power te . And wedo, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, further gf 
— and grant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, or their fuccef r 
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for ever, that they, the ſaid treaſurer, and company, 

greater 2 of them, for the time being, fo in a full and general bie ur 
court aſſembled, as aforeſaid, ſhall and may, from time to time, the King, 
and at all times for ever hereafter, ele, chuſe, and admit into o aliens, 
their company and ſociety, any perſon or perſons, as well — 
ſtrangers and aliens, born in any part beyond the ſeas where- 2 
ſoever, being un amity with us, as our natural liege- ſubjects, 

born in any our realms and dominions: and that all ſuch per- 

ſons ſo dedted. choſen, and admitted to be of the faid com- 

pany, as aforeſaid, fhall thereupon be taken, reputed, and held, 

and ſhall be free members of the ſaid company, and ſhall 

have, hold, and enjoy all and fingular freedoms, liberties, fran- 

chiſes, privileges, immunities, benefits, profits, and commodi- 

ties whatſoever, to the faid company in any fort belonging 

or appertaining, as fully, freely, and amply, as any other adven- 

turers, now being, or which hereafter at any time ſhall be of 

the ſaid company, hath, have, fhall, may, might, or ought to 

have and enjoy the ſame, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever. 

XI. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- Power to 
edge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, give the King 
and grant unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their 
lucceſſors, for ever, by theſe preſents, that it fhall be lawful firangers, to 
and free for them and their affigns, at all and every time ad = 
and times hereafter, out of any our realms and dominions — 
whatſoever, to take, lead, carry, and tranſport in and into ther with 
the ſaid voyage, and for and towards the ſaid plantation of au I 
our faid firſt colony in Virginia, all ſuch and ſo many of our cz 4. 
loving ſubjects, or any other ſtrangers that will become our fence, aad 
bving ſubjects, and live under our allegiance, as ſhall wil. merchandi- 
lingly accompany them in the faid voyages and pfantation ; for trading 
with ſhipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, pow- with the 
&r, ſhot, viduals, and all manner of merchandifes and wares, 2 
and all manner of cloathing, implements, furniture, beaſts, —— —_ 
cattle, horſes, mares, and all other things neceffary for the cuftom or 
laid plantation, and for their uſe and defence, and for trade duty for 
vith the people there, and in paffing and returning to and — 
from, without paying or yielding any ſubſidy, cuſtom, or im- 
poſition, either inward or autward, or any other duty, to us, 
our heirs, or ſucceſſors, for the fame, for the ſpace of ſeven 
Jears from the date of theſe preſents, "ny 

XII. And we do further, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors; Power to 
1 and grant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their aner- 

ueceffors, for ever, by theſe preſents, that the ſaid treaſurer pany, or bis 

« that company, or his deputy, for the time being, or any deputy, or 
two other of the ſaid council, for 

| | N | ginia, 


* ſaid firſt colony in 'Vir- *” — - 
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t ing's 
ſubjects, or 
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to mini. einia, for the time being, or any two other at all time | 
ginia, time bein o © t mes here 
133 after, and from time e 45 full power and authority, 
ante Virgi- to miniſter and give the oath and oaths of ſupremacy and 
F et. allegiance, or either of them, to all and every perſon and per- 
— ſons, which ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, go or paſs 
ſupremacy. to the ſaid colony in Virginia. | | 
Power to XIII. And ſurther, that it ſhall be lawful likewiſe for the 
the ſame ſaid treaſurer or his deputy, for the time being, or any two 
« «rar Sing others of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, 
oaths of of- for the time being, from time to time, and at all times here- 
fice to per- after, to miniſter tuch a formal oath, as by their diſcretion ſhall 
n be reaſonably deviſed, as well unto any perſon or perſons, em- 
the ſaid ployed in, for, or touching the ſaid plantation, for their ho- 
plantation, neſt, faithful, and juſt diſcharge of their ſervice, in all ſuch 
— matters, as ſhall be committed unto them for the good and 
judicial pro- benefit of the ſaid company, colony, and plantation; as alſo, 
 ceedings. unto ſuch other perſon or perſons, as the ſaid treaſurer or his 
-— .* - deputy, with two others of the ſaid council, ſhall think meet, 
for the examination or clearing of the truth, in any cauſe 
. - whatſgever concerning the ſaid plantation, or any buſineſs, 
from thence proceeding, or thereunto belonging. 
of XIV. And furthermore, whereas we have = certified, 
that divers lewd and ill-diſpoſed perſons, both ſailors, ſoldiers, 
per- artificers, huſbandmen, labourers, and others, having received 
wages, apparel, and other entertainment from the ſaid com- 
pany, or having contracted and agreed with the ſaid company, 
aid to go, or to ſerve, or to be employed jn the ſaid plantation of 
the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, have afterwards, either with- 
drawn, hid, or concealed themſelves, or have refuſed to 60 
thither, after they have been fo entertained and agreed withal ; 
and that divers and ſundry perſons alſo, which have been ſent 
and employed in the ſaid plantation of the ſaid firſt colony in 
Virginia, at and upon the charge of the ſaid company, and 
having there miſbehaved themſelves by mutinies, ſedition, or 
other notorious miſdemeanors, or having been employed or 
ſent abroad, by the governor of Virginia, or his deputy, with 
ſome ſhip or pinnance, for our proviſion of the ſaid colony, or 
i for ſome diſcovery, or other buſineſs and affairs, concerning 
the ſame, have from thence moſt treacherouſly, either come 
back again and returned into our realm of England, by 
ſtealth, or without licence of our goyernor of our ſaid colony 
in Virginia, for the time being, or have been ſent hither, a 
miſdoers and offenders; and that many alſo of thoſe perſons, 
after their return from thence, having been queſtioned by our 
aid council here, for ſuch their miſbehaviours and offences, by 
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their inſolent and contemptuous carriage in the preſence of 
our ſaid Council, have ſhewed little reſpect and reverence, 
either to the place, or authority, in which we have placed 
and appointed them; and others, for the colouring of their 0 
lewdneſs and miſdemeanors committed in Virginia, have en- 
deavoured by moſt vile and ſlanderous reports, made and 
divulged, as well of the country of Virginia, as alſo of the 
government and eſtate of the ſaid plantation and colony, as 
much as in them Jay, to bring the ſaid voyage and plantation 
into diſgrace and contempt ; * means whereof, not only the 
adyenturers and planters, already engaged in the ſaid planta- 
tion, have been exceedingly abuſed and hindered, and a great 


- WHT number of other our loving and well-diſpoſed ſubjects, other- 
-h Wl wiſe well- affected, and inclined to join and adventure in ſo 
1d BW noble, chriſtian, and worthy an action, have been diſcouraged 
0, WJ from the ſame, but alſo the utter overthrow and ruin of the 


ſaid enterprize hath been greatly endangered, which cannot 
miſcarry without ſome diſhonour to Us and our kingdom. 

XV. Now, foraſmuch as it appeareth unto Us, that theſe Powergiven 
inſolences, miſdemeanors, and abuſes, not to be tolerated in 2 


any civil government, have, for the moſt part, grown and deputy, wich 


d, proceeded, in regard our ſaid Council have not any direct one of the 
, wer and authority, by any expreſs words in our former * 
ed letters patents, to correct and chaſtiſe ſuch offenders; we company, to 
n- Wl therefore, for the more ſpeedy reformation of ſo great and cauſe ſuch 
„enormous abuſes and miſdemeanors, heretofore pradliſed and — os 
of committed, and for the preventing of the like hereafter, do, — 
h- y theſe preſents, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, give and proceeded 

of 27ant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, 15 — 
i br ever, that it ſhall and may be lawful for our ſaid Council ſent back to 
nt for the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, or any two of them, Virginia, to 


in (whereof the ſaid treaſurer or his deputy, for the time being, 7 
nd to be always one) by warrant under their hands, to ſend for, they mall 


or to cauſe to be apprehended, all and every ſuch perſon and think pro- 
perſons, who ſhall be noted, or accuſed, or found, at any “*. 

time or times hereafter, to offend, or miſbehave themſelves, in 

any the offences before mentioned and expreſſed ; and upon the 

ing txamination of any ſuch offender or offenders, and juſt proof 

me By made by oath, taken before the ſaid Council, of any ſuch 

by WY notorious miſdemeanors by them committed, as aforeſaid ; and 

207 BY alſo upon 14 ny and contemptuous, or indecent car- 


age and miſbehaviour, to or againſt our ſaid Council, ſhewed 
ns,” uſed by any ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo called, convented, 
our WF and appearing before them, as aforeſaid ; that in all ſuch caſes, 


bey, our faid Council, or any two of them, for _— 
ing, 


— 
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being, ſhall and may have full power and authority, either 
here to bind them over with good ſureties for their good be- 
Haviour, and further therein to proceed, to all intents and 
purpoſes, as it is uſed, in other like caſes, within our realm of 
England z or elſe, at their diſcretions, to remand and ſend 
them back, the ſaid offenders, or any of them, unto the (aid 
colony in Virginia, there to be proceeded againſt and puniſhed, 

the governor, deputy, or council there, for the time being, 
ſhall think meet; or otherwiſe, according to ſuch laws and 


_ ordinances, as are and ſhall be in uſe there, tor the well-order. 


ing and good government of the ſaid colony. 


Power to XVI. And for the more effectual advancing of the aid 
ered lotte- plantation, we do further, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of 


pics, 


our ſpecial. grace and favour, by virtue of our prerogative 
royal, and by the aſſent and content of the Lords and others 
of our privy council, give and grant, unto the ſaid treaſurer 


and company, full power and authority, free leave, liberty, 


and licence, to ſet forth, ere; and publiſh, one or more 

ery or lotteries, to have continuance, and to endure and be 
held, for the ſpace of one whole year, next after the opening 
of the fame; and after the end and expiration of the ſaid term, 
the ſaid lottery or lotteries to continue and be further kept, 


. during our will and pleaſure only, and not otherwiſe. And 


yet nevertheleſs, we are contented. and pleaſed, for the good 


and welfare of the ſaid plantation, that the faid treaſurer and 


— ſhall, for the diſpatch and finiſhing of the ſaid lot- 
tery or lotteries, have fix months warning after the ſaid year 
ended, before our will and' pleaſure ſhall, for and on that 
behalf, be conſtrued, deemed, and adjuged, to be in any wiſe 
altered and determined. 

XVII. And our further will and pleaſure is, that the faid 
lottery and lotteries ſhall and may be opened and held, within 


our city of London, or any other city or town, or elſewhere, 
" withia this our realm of England, with ſuch, prizes, articles, 


conditions, and limitations, as to them, the ſaid treaſurer and 
company, in their diſcretions, ſhall ſeem conyenient. 

| XVII. And that it mall and may be lawful, to and for 
the ſaid treaſurer and company, to elect and chuſe receivers, 
auditors, ſurveyors, commiſhoners, or any other officers what- 
Joever, at their will and pleaſure, for the better marſhalling, 
diſpoſing, guiding, and governing of the faid lottery and lot- 
:teries; and that it ſhall Lkewiſe Fa to and for the ſaid 
treaſurer and any two of the ſaid Council, to miniſter to all 
and every ſuch perſon, ſo elected and choſen for officers, 2 
aforeſaid, one or more oaths, for their good behaviour, ju 
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ind true dealing, in and about the ſaid lottery or lotteries, to 
the intent and purpoſe, that none of our loying ſubjects, 


— in their names, or otherwiſe adventuring in the ſaid 


general lottery or Jotteries, may be, in any wiſe, defrauded and 
deceived of their ſaid monies, or evily and indirectly dealt 
withal in their ſaid adventures. orb : 
XIX. And we further grant, in manner and form aforeſaid, 
that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the faid treaſurer 
ind company, under the ſeal of our ſaid. council for the plan- 
tation, to publiſh, or to cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, by 
proclamation or otherwiſe (the ſaid proclamation to be made in 
their. name, by virtue of theſe preſents) the ſaid lottery or lot- 
teries, in all cities, towns, boroughs, and other 
places, within our ſaid realm of England; and we will and. 
command all mayors, juſtices of peace, ſheriffs, bailiffs, con- 
fables, and other elleers and loving ſubjects, whatſoever, 
that, in no wiſe, they hinder or delay the progreſs and pro- 
ceedings of the ſaid lottery or lotteries, but be therein, touch- 
ing the premiſes, aiding and aſſiſting, by all honeſt, good, and 


lawful means and endeavours. 


queſtions and doubts, that ſhall ariſe, upon any we A 5 Fate 
5 ed in fa- 


for the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, and 
member thereof, - 
XXI. And laſtly, we do, by theſe preſents, ratify and con- Confirma- 
firm unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceffbrs, yo a _ 
for ever, all and all manner of privileges, franchifes, liberties, pry Ae 
immunities, preheminences, profits, and commodities, what- in all points 
ſever, granted unto them in any our former letters patents, voc revoked 
and not in theſe preſents revoked, altered, changed, or abridged: he preſent. 
Although expreſs mention of the true yearly value or certainty 
of the premiſes, or any of them, or of any other gift or | 
by us or any of our progenitors or predeceſſors, to the afore- 
ſaid treaſurer and company heretofore made, in theſe preſerits 
is not made; or any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, proela- 
mation, or reſtraint; to the contrary thereof heretofore made, 


SG ww 


ordained, or provided, or any other matter, cauſe, or thing, 


whatſoever, to the contrary, in any. wiſe, notwithſtanding, 

In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be 
made patents. Witneſs Ourſelf, at Weſtminſter, the rwelfth 
day of March, in the ninth year of our reign” of England, 
France; and Ireland, and of Scotland the ä 7 121 
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| Granted by King CHARLES II. in the Fourteenth Year 
of his Reign. 


Prima Pars Patentium de Anno Regni Regis CAROLI Secundi 
* | Triceſimo Tertio, 
HARLES the Second, &c. to all to whom theſe preſents 
ſhall come, Greeting. Whereas our truſty and well- 
beloved ſubject William 3 eſquire, ſon and heir of Sir 
William Penn, deceaſed, out of commendable deſire to en- 
large our Engliſh empire, and promote ſuch uſeful commodi- 
ties as may be of benefit to us, and our dominions ; as alſo to 
reduce the ſavage natives, by gentle and juſt manners, to the 
love of civil ſociety and chriſtian religion, hath humbly be- 
ſought leave of us to tranſport an ample colony unto a certain 
country herein after deſcribed, in the parts of America not yet 
cultivated and planted ; and hath likewiſe humbly beſought 
our Royal Majeſty to give, grant, and confirm all the ſaid 
country, with certain privileges and juriſdictions requiſite for 
the good government and ſafety of the ſaid country and co- 
lony, to him and his heirs, for ever: Know ye therefore, 
That We, favouring the petition and good purpoſe of the ſaid 
William Penn, and having regard to the memory and merits 
of his late father, in divers ſervices, and particularly to his 
conduct, cou and diſcretion, under our deareſt brother 
James Dyke of Y ork, in that ſignal battle and victory fought 
and obtained againſt the Dutch fleet, commanded by the 
Heere Van Obdam, in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 
ſixty-five ; in conſideration. thereof, of our ſpecial grace, cer- 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, 
and by this our preſent Charter, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſ- 
ſors, do give and grant, unto the ſaid Sir William Peon, his 
heirs and aſſigns, all that tract or part of land in America, 
with all the iſlands therein contained, as the ſame is bounded 
on the Eaſt by Delawar river, from twelve miles diſtance 
northwards of Newcaſtle Town, unto the three and fortieth 
| of northern latitude, if the ſaid river doth extend ſo 
far northwards ; but if the ſaid river ſhall not extend ſo far 
northwards, then by the ſaid river fo far as it doth extend 


* > -* — - . 


3” EDS SER,TESHMTS” T7027 £7 Dro ——r evo ov ro mw wo e.co . 


PENSYLVANIA CHARTER. 


and from the head of the ſaid river the eaſtern bounds are 
to be determined by a meridian line, to be drawn from the 
head of the ſaid river unto the ſaid three and fortieth degree; 
the ſaid lands to extend weſtward five degrees in longitude, to 
be computed from the ſaid eaſtern. bounds ; and the ſaid lands 
to be bounded on the north by. the beginning of the three and 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the ſouth by a 
circle drawn at twelve miles diſtance from Newcaſtle north- 
wards and weſtwards, unto the beginning of the fortieth degree 
of northern latitude; and then by a ſtrait line weſtwards to 
the limits of longitude above-mentioned. We do alſo give 
and grant unto the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, 


p the free and undiſturbed uſe, and continuance in, and pa 
a iato, and out of, all and ſingular ports, harbours, bays, 
: waters, rivers, iſles, and inlets longing unto, or leading to 


and from the country or iſlands aforeſaid, and all the foil, 

lands, fields, woods, underwoods, mountains, hills, fens, iſles, 

lakes, rivers, waters, rivulets, bays, and inlets, ſituate and 

being within or belonging unto the limits and bounds afore- 

ſaid ; together with the fiſhing of all ſorts of fiſh, whales, ſtur- 

geons, and all royal and other fiſhes in the ſea, bays, inlets, 
waters, or rivers, within the premiſes, and the fiſh therein 

taken; and alſo all veins, mines, quarries, as well diſcovered 

3s not diſcovered, of gold, ſilver, gems, and precious ſtones, 

and all other whatſoever, be it ſtones, metals, or of any other 

thing or matter whatſoever, found or to be found within the 

country, iſles or limits aforeſaid ; and him the ſaid, William 

Penn, his heirs and aſſigus, we do by this out royal Charter, 

for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, make, create, and conſtitute 

the true and abſolute proprietarigs of the ſaid country afore- Saying of 
aid, and of all other the premiſes; ſaving always to us, our he * 
heirs and ſucceſſors, the faith and allegiance of the ſaid Wil- aste ths 
liam Penn, | his. heirs and aſſigns, and of all other proprieta- 8 


ries, tenants, and inhabitants, chat are, and ſhall, be within Ages, and 


the territories aud precincts aforeſaid; and ſaving alſo unto 8 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſovereignty of the aforeſaid the country, | 
country, To have, hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the ſaid tract of | 
land, country, iſles, inlets, and other the premiſes, unto the Habendum, 
did William Penn, his heirs and afligns, to the only proper 

uſe and hehoaf of the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and afhigns 

for ever, To be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, Kings Tenendum. 
of England, as of our Caſtle of Windſor, in our county 4 e 
Berks, in free and common ſoccage, by fealty only, for 
ſeryices, and not in capite, or by Knights ſervice; yielding 
ind paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, two 


O ' beaver= 
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and tribunals, forms of judicature, and manner of proceedings, and of all 
do belong, although in theſe preſents expreſs mention be not e 
made thereof; and by JuCges, by them delegated, to award — 
process, hold pleas, and determine, in all the ſaid courts and 

ribunals, all actions, ſuits, and cauſes whatſoever, as well 

criminal as civil, perſonal, real, and mixt. Which laws, ſo, The laws 

i aforeſaid, to be publiſhed, our will and pleaſure is, and ſo dall be 
we injoin, require, and command, ſhall be moſt abſolute and binding 
wailable in law; and that all the liege people and ſubjects of us, upon all the 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, do obſerve and keep the ſame invio- inhabitants | 
ably, in taoſe parts, ſo far as they concern them, under the province; 
vain therein expreſſed, or to be expreſſed ; provided neverthe- 

:{s, that the ſaid laws be conſonant to reaſon, and be not provided 
repuznant or contrary, but, as near as conveniently may be, mor _—_ 
zzrecable to the laws, ſtatutes, and rights of this our kingdom and not re- # 
at England; and ſaving and reſerving to us, our heirs and pugnant to 
ſucceſlors, the receiving, hearing, and determining of the — 2 * 
appeal and appeals of all or any perſon or perſons of, in, r 
belonging to the territories aforeſaid, or touching any judg- Reſervation 
ment to be there made or given. And foraſmuch as in the == 
government of ſo great a country, ſudden accidents do often 4. 
happen, whereunto it will be neceſſary to apply a remedy, 
before the frecholders of the ſaid province, or their delegates 
or deputies, can be aſſembled to the making of laws; neither 
will it be convenient, that inftantly, upon every ſuch emer- 
gent occaſion, ſo great a multitude ſhould be called together ; 
therefore, for the better government of the ſaid country, we 
will and ordain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, do grant unto the ſaid William Penn, and his 
heirs, by themſelves, or by their magiſtrates and officers, in 
that behalf duly to be ordained, as aforeſaid, to make and 
conſtitute fit and wholeſome ordinances, from time to time, 
within the ſaid country, to be kept and obſerved, as well for 
the preſervation of the peace, as for the better government of 
the people there inhabiting, and publicly to notify the ſame, 
to all perſons whom the ſame doth or may any way concern; 
which ordinances, our will and pleaſure is, ſhall be obſerved 
inviolably within the ſaid province, under pains therein to be 
apreſſed ; ſo as the ſaid ordinances be conſonant to reaſon, 


and be not repugnant nor contrary, but, ſo as may be agree» 

able to the laws of our kinzdom of England; and fo as the 

laid ordinances be not extended in any ſort, to bind, charge, 

or take away the right or intereſt of any perſon or perſons, for 

or in their life, members, freehold, goods or chattels. And 

dur further will and pleaſure 5 That che laws for regulating 22 
2 
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and governing of property, within the ſaid province, as well 


for the deſcent and enjoyment of lands, as likewiſe for the 
enjoyment and ſucceſſion of goods and chattels, and likewiſe 
as to felonies, ſhall be and continue the ſame as they ſhall be 
for the time being, by the general courſe of the law in our 
kingdom of England, until the faid laws ſhall be altered by 
the ſaid William Penn, his heirs or affigns, and by the free. 
men of the ſaid province, their delegates or deputies, or the 
greater part of them. And to the end the ſaid William Penn, 
or his heirs, or other the planters, owners, or inhabitants of 
the ſaid province may not, at any time hereafter, by miſcon- 
ſtruction of the powers aforeſaid, through inadvertency or 
_ defign, depart from that faith, and due allegiance which, by 
the Jaws of this our kingdom of England, they and all our 
ſubjeds in our dominions and territories always owe unto us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, by colour of any extent or largeneſs 
of powers hereby given, or pretentied to be given, or by force 
ot colour of any laws hereafter to be int in the ſaid pro- 
vince, by virtue of any ſuch powers; our further will and 
— 2 is, that a tranſcript or duplicate of all laws which 
All be fo as aforeſaid made and publiſhed within the aid 
— ſhall, within five years after the making thereof, be 
tranſmitted and delivered to the privy council, for the time 
Being, of us, our heirs and ſucceffors: And if any of the ſaid 
aws, within fix months after that they ſhall be ſo tranſmitted 
and delivered, be declared by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
dur or their privy council, inconſiſtent with the ſovercignty 
or lawful prerogative of us, our heirs or fucceff6rs, or con- 
frary to the faith 'or allegiance due by the legal government of 
this realm, from the ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, or of the 
Planters and inhabitants of the ſaid province; and that 
thereupon any of the faid laws ſhall be adjuged and declared 
f6 be void by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, under our or their 
Privy ſeal ; that then and from thenceforth fuch laws, con- 
cernigg Which ſuch judgment ind declaration fhall be made, 
fall become void; ctherWiſe the ſaid laws ſo tranſmitted ſhall 
ain and ftand in full force, according to the true intent, 
- Md miezning thereof. Furthermore, that this new colony 
may the 'more Wappily encreaſe by the multitude of people 
 feforting thither, therefore we, for us, our heirs and ſucceflors, 
A give add grant, by theſe preſents, 2 licence, and 
Me, onto all the liege people and ſub | 


| 3 | ibjects, both prefent 
_ tute, of us, dur heirs and ſucceſſors, (excepting thoſe 
| e ud eſpecially forbidden) to tranſport themſelves and 
& unt coontry, with ſuch convenient thip- 
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Pig, as, by the laws of this our kingdom of England, they 
e ought to uſe, and with fitting proviſions, paying only the 
ſe —— thereof due, and there to ſettle themſelves, dwell and 
e Wl inhabit, and plant for the public and their own private advan- 
ir age. And furthermore, that our ſubjects may be therather 
y — to undertake this expedition with ready and chear- 
. ful minds, know ye, That we, of our ſpecial grace, certain 
c Wl knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue of 
1, Witheſe preſents, as well unto the ſaid William — and . 
F lis heirs, as to all others, who ſhall, from time to time, 
\- Wrepair unto the ſaid country, with a purpoſe to inhabit there, 
xx cr to trade with the natives of the ſaid country, full licence to 
lade and freight in any ports whatſoever, of us, our heirs and 
ir Wl fuccefſors, according to the laws made, or to be made, within 
„ our kingdom of England, and into the ſaid country, by them, 
{s Wl their ſervants, or affigns, to tranſport all and fingular their 
de goods, wares, and merchandize, as likewiſe all forts of grain 
>- Wh whatſocver, and all other things whatſoever neceſſary for food 
1d Wor cloathing, not prohibited by the laws and ſtatutes of our 
Hh Wl tingdoms and dominions to be carried out of the ſaid king- 
id {Wh doms, without any lett or moleſtation of us, our heirs and 
be WH fuccefiors, or of any the heir of us, our heirs and ſucceflors 
ne ing 9 be to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, the legal impo- 
id ons, cuſtoms, and other duties and payments for the ſaid 
ed ares, and merchandize, by any law or ſtatute due, or to be 
in eue, to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors. And we do further for us, 
ty Wh our heirs and ſueceſſors, give and grant unto the ſaid William 
n- enn, his heirs and affigns, free and abſolute power to divide 
of Wh the ſaid country and iſlands into towns, hundreds, and coun- 
he tes, and to erect and incorporate towns into boroughs, and 
at boroughs into cities, and make and conftitute fairs and mar- 

ed lets therein, with all other convenient privileges and immu- 

ir ¶ fities, according to the merit of the inhabitants, and the fit- 

n- WJ "cls of the places, and to do all and every other thing ard 

le, wings touching the premiſes, which to him or them ſhall ſeem 

all WJ meet and requiſite, albeit they be ſuch as of their own nature 

it, night otherwiſe require a more eſpecial commandment and 
ny Wl varrant than in theſe preſents is expreſſed. We will alfo, Grant of « 
ple Bi d by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, — ones Uh. 
ſs, e and grant licence by this our charter, unto the ſuidd tants his 
nd William Penn, his heirs and affigns, and to all the inhabitants province, to 
nt nd dwellers, in the province aforefaid, both preſent and * — 
ode Wh come, to import and unlade, by themſelves, or their ſervants, ite — 
Kors or affigns, all merchandize or goods whatſoeuer, as land, but u- 
-A arife of the fruits and commodities of the aid province, to uo other 

. - either 
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either by land or ſea, into any the ports of us, our heirs and 

fucceflors, in our kingdom of England, and not into any 

other country whatſoever ; and we give him full power to 

diſpoſe of the ſaid goods in the ſaid ports, and if it need be, 

and * within one year next after the unlading of the ſame, to lade 

they have the faid merchandizes and goods again into the ſame or other 

been unla- ſhips, and to export the ſame into any other countries either 

8 ' of our dominions or foreign, according to law: provided 

— always, that they pay ſuch cuſtoms and impoſitions, ſubſidies 

"the and duties, for the fame, to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as 

into the reſt of our ſubjects of our kingdom of England for the 

— time being, ſhall be bound to pay; and do obſerve the acts of 

navigation, and other laws in that behalf made. And further- 

— more, of our more ample and ſpecial grace, certain know- 

. bein ledge, and | do, f heirs and ſucceſ- 
kis beirs ge, and mere motion, we do, for us, our heirs and ſucce 

and affiges, ſors, grant unto the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, 

of : power full and abſolute power and authority to make, erect, and 

woe conſtitute, within the ſaid province, and the iſles and iſlets 

ſeaports and aforeſaid, ſuch and fo many ſeaports, harbours, creeks, ha- 

— 4 __ vens, keys, and other places, for diſcharging and unlading of 

wntadize Soods and merchandizes out of the ſhips, boats, and other 

goods and veſſels, and lading them in ſuch and ſo many places, and WI no 

merchan- with ſuch rights, juriſdictions, and jiberties, and privileges Wl ye: 

_ unto the ſaid ports belonging, as to him or them ſhall ſcem Wi the 

moſt expedient ; and that al and ſingular the ſhips, boats, Wl ſh: 

and other veſſels, which ſhall come for merchandize and Wl of 

trade unto the ſaid province, or out of the ſame ſhall depart, Wi an; 

ſhall be laden or unladen only at ſuch ports as ſhall be erected Wi pre 

and conſtituted by the faid William Penn, his heirs or afhgns; Bi tha 

any uſe, cuſtom, or other things to the contrary notwithſtand- ¶ or 

ing: provided that the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs, and Wi pre 

the lieutenants and governors for the time being, ſhall admit Bi her 

and receive, in and about all ſuch ports, havens, creeks, and rer 

keys, all officers and their deputies, who ſhall from time to the 

time be appointed for that purpsſe, by the farmers or commil- WM vid 

and of 2a fjoners of our cuſtoms for the time being. And we do further ¶ faic 

pow” ang appoint and ordain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs tan 

enjoy ſoch and ſucceſſors, we do grant unto the ſaid William Penn, bis ma; 

cuſtoms and heirs and aſſigns, that he the ſaid William Penn, bis heirs and 

— aſſigns, may from time to time, for ever, have and enjoy the 

impoſed by cuſtoms and ſubſidies in the ports, harbours, and other creeks 

them and and places aforeſaid, within the province aforeſaid, payable or 

> — due for merchandizes and wares there to be laded and unladed; 

vince. *" the aid cuſtoms and ſubſidies to be reaſonably aſſeſſed (upon 

any occaſion) by themſelves and the people there, as aste 
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to be aſſembled; to whom we give power, by theſe preſents, — 
for us, our heirs and ſucceffors, upon juſt cauſe, and in a due Tn 
proportion, to aſſeſs and impoſe the ſame; ſaving unto us, our be impoſed 
heirs and ſucceſſors, ſuch impoſitions and cuſtoms, as by act by act of 
of parliament are and ſhall be appointed. And it is our fur- Rr 
ther will and pleaſure, That the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and his heirs 
and aſſigns, ſhall, from time to time, conſtitute and appoint and affigns 
an attorney or agent, to reſide in or near our city of London, _ 
who ſhall make known the place where he ſhall dwell, or agent at 
may be found, unto the clerks of our privy council for the London, to 
time-being, or one of them, and ſhall be ready to appear in — 
a : ny miſde- 

any of our courts at Weſtminſter, to anſwer for any miſde- męnnors 
meanors that ſhall be committed, or by any wilful default or committed 
neglect permitted by the ſaid William Penn, his heirs or aſ- > em. 
ſigns, againſt our laws of trade and navigation; and after it 
ſhall be aſcertained in any of our ſaid courts what damages we, 
or our heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall have ſuſtained by ſuch default 
or neglect, the ſaid William Penn, his heirs ad. aſſigns, ſhall 

y the ſame within one year after ſuch taxation and demand 
thereof, from ſuch attorney; or in caſe there ſhall be no ſuch 
attorney, within the ſpace of one year; or ſuch attorney ſhall 
not make payment of ſuch damages within the ſpace of one 
year, and anſwer ſuch other forfeitures and penalties within 
the ſaid time, as by the acts of parliament in England are or 
ſhall be provided, according to the true intent and meaning 
of theſe preſents ; then it ſhal} be lawful for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, to ſeize and reſume the government of the ſaid 
province or country, and the ſame to retain until payment 
ſhall be made thereof; but notwithſtanding any ſuch ſeizure 
or reſumption of the government, nothing concerning the 
propriety or ownerſhip of any lands, tenements, or other 
hereditaments, or goods, or chattels, of any of the adventu- 
ters, planters, or owners, other than the reſpective offenders 
there, ſhall be any way affected or moleſted thereby. Pro- They ſhall 
vided always, and our will and pleaſure is, that neither the have nocor- 
hid William Penn, nor his heirs, nor any other the inhabi- —— 
tants of the ſaid province, ſhall at any time hereafter have or fates that 
maintain any correſpondence with any other King, Prince or are at war . 
dtate, or with any of their ſubjects, who ſhall then be in war — * 
again(t us, our heirs or ſucceſſors; nor ſhall the ſaid William 
Penn, or his heirs, or any other the inhabitants of the ſaid 
province, make war, or do any act of hoſtility. againſt any 
other King, Prince, or State, or any of their ſubjects, who 
mall then be in league or amity with us, our heirs, or ſuc- 
cellors. And becauſe in ſo remote à country, and ſituate 
EAI WS near 


* 


toms as ſhall 
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— near fo many barbarous nations, the incurſions as well of the 
pe © ſavages themſelves, as of other enemies, pirates, and rob» 


forces 


themſelves, or their captains, or other their officers, to levy, 


2422 
Þ captain 

. ecneral of 
e army. 2 | 

| time being, and to make war, and purſue the enemies and 

robber aforeſaid, as well by ſea, as by land, yea, even with, 

out the limits of the ſaid province, and (by God's aſſiſtance) 

ts vanquiſh and take them; and being taken, to put them to 

death, by the law of war, or to ſave them, at their pleaſure; 

and to do all and every other thing, which unto the charge 

and office of a captain-general of an army belongeth, or hath 

| to belong, as fully and freely as any captain» 

Power to general of an army hath ever had the ſame. And further- 

bend. more, of our ſpecial grace, and of our certain knowledge, and 

ance, to Mere motion, we have given and granted, and by theſe pre. 

bold of fents, fer us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant unto 

themſelves. che ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, full and abſolute 

power, licence, and authority, that he the ſaid William Penn, 

his heirs and aſſigns, from time to time hereafter, for ever, at 

his and their will and pleaſure, may aſſign, alien, grant, de- 

mile, or enfeoff of the premiſes, ſo- many and ſuch part or 

ccels to him or them that ſhall be willing to purchaſe the 

, as they ſhall think fit; to have and to hold to them the 

ſaid perſon or perſons willing to take or purchaſe, their heirs 

and afbgns, in fee ſimple, or in fee tail, or for the term of lite 

er lives, or years, to be held of the ſaid William Penn, his 
heirs.and aſſigns, as of the ſeignory of Windſor, by ſuch ſer- 

vices, cuſtoms, and rents, as ſhall ſeem fit to the ſaid William 

Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, and not immediately of us, our 

| heirs and ſucceſſors: And to the ſame perſon or perſons, 

and to all and every of them, we do give and grant, by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, licence, authority 

and power that ſuch perſon or perſons may take the premiſes, 

or any parcel thereof, of the ſaid William Penn, his heirs, or 
aſſigns, and the ſame hold to themſelves, their heirs or aſſigus, 

in what eſtate of inheritance ſoever, in ſee ſimple, or in fee 

tail, or otherwiſe, as to him the ſaid William Penn, his heirs 

and aſſigns, ſhall ſeem expedient; the ſtatute made in the 
iament of Edward, ſon of King rs late King of 
land, our predeceſſor, commonly called the ſtatute Qu 

Lemptores terrarum,” lately publiſhed in our * 


, 


OY 


pad wake bers, may probably. be feared, therefore we haye given, and 
was; and do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give power by theſe pre- 
mis ſents, unto the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, by 


muſter, and train all ſorts of men, of what condition, or 
whexeſoever born, in the ſaid province of Penſylvania, for the 
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England, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, And by theſe pre- Power of 
ſents, we give and grant licence unto te ſaid William Penn, ——. 
and his beirs, likewiſe to all and every ſuch perſon and per- 
ſons, to whom the ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, ſhall, at 
any time hereafter, grant any eſtate of inheritance as afore - 
ſaid, to erect any parcels of land within the province afore- 
aid, into manors, by and with the licence to be firſt had and 
obtained for that purpoſe, under the hand and ſeal of the 
ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, and in every of the ſaid ma- 
nors to have and to hold a court of Baron, with all things 
whatſoever which to a court Baron do belong, and to have 
and to hold view of frank pledge (for the conſervation of 
the peace, and the better government of thoſe parts) by them- 
ſelves or their ſtewards, or by the lords, for the time being, 
of other manors to be deputed when they ſhall be erected, and 
in the ſame to uſe all things belonging to view of frank 
pledge: And we do further grant licence and authority, that 
every ſuch perſon and perſons who ſhall erect any ſuch ma- 
nor or manors as aforeſaid, ſhall or may grant all or any part 
of his ſaid lands to any perſon or perſons in fee ſimple or any 
other eſtate of inheritance, to be held of the ſaid manors re- 
pectively, ſo as no further tenures ſhall be created; but that 
upon all further and other alienations thereafter to be made, 


the ſaid lands ſo aliened ſhall be held of the ſame lord, 

his heirs, of whom the alienor did then before hold, R 
the like ſervices, which were before due and accuſtomed, 
And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, No taxes 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do covenant and grant to and den PIE 
with the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs and affigns, that — 
we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall at no time hereafter ſet or. but by actor 
make, or cauſe to ſet any impoſition, cuſtom, or other taxa- — or 
tion, rate, or contribution whatſoever, in and upon the dwel- jen” 
lers and inhabitants of the aforeſaid province, for their lands, a 
tenements, goods, or chattels within the ſaid province, or in 
and upon any 2 and merchandize within the ſaid pro- 
vince, or to be laden or unladen within the ports or harbours 
of the ſaid province, unleſs the ſame be with the conſent of 
the proprietary, or chief governor, and aſſembly, or by act of 
parliament in England. And our pleaſure is, and for us, our 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, we charge and command, that this our 
declaration ſhall from henceforward, from time to time be re- 
ceived and allowed in all our courts, and before all the judges 
of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for a ſufficient diſcharge, pay- 
ment and acquittance, commanding all and ſingular the o 


ders and miniſters of us, our _ and ſucceſſors, and enjoin- 
ing 
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ing them, upon pain of our high diſpleaſure, that they do not 

preſume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the contrary of 

the premiſes, or that they do in any ſort withſtand the ſame 

but that they be at all times aiding and aſſiſting, as fitting, 

unto the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs, and to the inha- 

bitants and merchants of the ſaid province aforeſaid, their 

ſervants, miniſters, factors, and aſſigns, in the full uſe and 

If twentyor fruition of the benefit of this our Charter, And our further 
fors dikre Pleaſure is, and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
it, preachers ſors, charge and require, that if any of the inhabitants of the 
— by ſaid province (to the number of twenty) ſhall, at any time 
of London bereafter, be deſirous, and ſhall by any writing, or by any 
may be ſent perſon deputed by them, ſignify ſuch their deſire to the Bi- 
to them. ſhop of London, for the time being, that any preacher or 
preachers, to be approved of by the Ba Biſhop, may be ſent 
unto them for their inſtruction, that then ſuch preacher or 
preachers ſhall and may be and reſide within the ſaid pro- 

vince, without any denial or moleſtation whatſoever. And 

if perchance hereafter it ſhall happen, any doubts or queſtions 

ſhould ariſe concerning the true ſenſe and meaning of any 

word, clauſe, or ſentence contained in this our preſent Char- 

ter, we will, ordain, and command, that at all times, and in 

all things, ſuch interpretations be made thereof and allowed, 

in any of our courts whatſoever, as ſhall be adjuged moſt ad- 
vantageous and favourable unto the faid William Penn, his 

heirs and aſſigns,; provided always, that no interpretation be 
admitted thereof, by which the allegiance due unto us, our 

heirs and ſucceſſors, may ſuffer any prejudice or diminution; 
although expreſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of the 

true yearly value and certainty of the premiſes, or of any part 
thereof, 'or of other gifts and grants made by us, our proge- 

nitors or predeceſſors, unto the ſaid William; or any ſtatute, 

act, ordinance, proviſion, proclamation, or reſtraint heretofore 

had, made, publiſhed, ordained, or provided, or any other 

thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever, to the contrary thereof, 

Feb. 28, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In witneſs, &c. Witneſs Our- 
x631-2. ſelf at Weſtminſter, the eight and twentieth day of February, 
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- WH Granted by King CHarLEs the Firſt, to Cæcilius, Lord 


d Baron of Baltimore. 

iy 

x [Tranſlated from the Latin original.] 
| 


8 2 8, by the grace of God, King of England, 

Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, 
&. To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting: 
Whereas our right truſty and well- beloved ſubject Cæcilius 
Calvert, baron of Baltimore, in our kingdom of Ireland, ſon 
and heir of Sir George Calvert, knight, late baron of Balti- 
4 more, in the ſame kingdom of Ireland, purſuing his father's 
intentions, being excited with a laudable and pious zeal for 
the propagation of the Chriſtian faith, and the enlargement 
Y of our empire and dominion, hath humbly beſought leave of 
us, by his induſtry and charge, to tranſport an ample colony 
. of the Engliſh nation unto a certain country hereafter de- 
, ſcribed, in the parts of America not yet cultivated and plant- 
ed, though in ſome parts thereof inhabited by certain barba- 
rous people, having no m—_— of Almighty God; and 


nnch humbly beſought our royal Majeſty to give, grant, and 

Ir . . . 9 * . 

WH confirm the ſaid country, with certain privileges and juriſ- 

5 WH fictions, requiſite for the ſaid government and ſtate of his 

Ie * . * . 

+ colony and country aforeſaid, to him and his heirs for ever, 

fl Know ye therefore, I hat we, favouring the pious and no- nt. 
; ble purpoſe of the ſaid barons of Baltimore, of our ſpecial 

7 


grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, 

granted, and confirmed, and by this our preſent charter, for 

f us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give, grant, and confirm, 

auto the ſaid Cæcilius, now Baron of Baltimore, his heirs 

and aſſigns, all that part of a peninſula, lying in the parts Lands 

„America, between the ocean on the eaſt, and the bay of granted. 

Cheſapeak on the weſt, and divided from the other part 

thereof by a right line drawn from the promontory, or cape 

of land, called Watkin's Point (fituate in the aforeſaid bay, 

near the river of Wighco) on the weft, unto the main ocean 

on the eaſt ; and between that bound on the ſouth unto that 

part of Delaware bay on the north, which lieth under te 
P 2 fortieth 
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fortieth degree of northerly latitude from the equinoQial, 
where New England ends; and all that tract of land between 
the bounds aforeſaid ; that is to fay, paſſing from the afore- 
ſaid unto the aforefaid bay called Delaware bay, in a right 
line by the degree aforeſaid, unto the true meridian of the 
firſt fountain of the river Potowmack, and from thence tend. 
ing toward the ſouth unto the further bank of the aforeſaid 
river, and following the weſt and fouth fide thereof unto a 

certain place called Cinquack, fituate near the mouth of the 
faid river, where it falls into the bay of Cheſapeak, and from 
thence by a ſtreight line unto the aforeſaid promontory and 
place called Watkin's Point (fo that all that tract of land di- 
vided by the line aforeſaid, drawn between the main ocean 
and Watkin's Point, unto the promontory called Cape Charles, 
and all its appurtenances, do remain entirely, excepted to us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, for ever.) 


Wie do alſo grant and confirm unto the ſaid lord Baltimore, 


his heirs and affigns, all iſlands and iſlets within the limits 
aforefaid, and all and ſingular the iflands and iflets which are 

or ſhall be in the ocean, within ten leagues from the eaſtern 

ſhore of the ſaid country towards the eaſt, with all and ſin- 

gular ports, harbours, bays, rivers, and inlets, belonging 

unto the country and iſlands aforeſaid ; and all the foil, lands, 

fields, woods, mountains, fens, lakes, rivers, bays, and in- 

lets, ſituate or being within the bounds and limits aforeſaid ; 

with the fiſhing of all ſorts of fiſh, whales, ſturgeons, and all 

other royal fiſhes in the fea, bays, inlets, or rivers, within 

the premiſes, and the fiſh therein taken. And moreover, all 

veins; mines, and quarries, as well diſcovered as not diſco- 

vered; of gold, filver, gems, and precious ftones, and all 

other whatſoever, be it of ſtones, metals, or of any other 

. thing or matter whatſoever, found, or to be found, within 
Patronage the country, iſles and limits aforeſaid. And furthermore, the 
2 _ patronages and advowſons of all churches, which (as Chriſtian 
| Aifence to religion ſhall increaſe within the country, ifles,- iſlets, and 
Wala them. limits aforeſaid) ſhall happen hereafter to be erected ; toge- 
$ - ther with: ficence and power to build and found churches, 

| - chapels, and oratories, in convenient and fit places within 
Royal the premiſes, and to caufe them to be dedicated and conſe- 


privileges E d: together with all and fingular the like, and as am- 
of the fame ple rights, juriſdictions, privileges, prerogatives, royalties, 
' extent as liberties, immunities, royal rights and franchiſes, of what 
thoſe enjoy- kind ſoever, temporal, as well by ſex as by land, within the 
dae ef country, iſles, iſlets, and limits aforeſaid z to have, exerciſe, 
Durham, | | _ uſe 


rights and crated according to the eccleſiaſtical laws of our kingdom of 
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uſe and enjoy the ſame, as amply as any biſhop of Durham, 
within the biſhoprick or county palatine of Durham, in 
our * of England, bath at any time heretofore had, 
held, uſed, or enjoyed, or of right ought or might have had, 
held, uſed, or enjoyed. | | 

And him the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, Saving of | 
we do by theſe preſents for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, make, the allegi- 
create, and conſtitute the true and abſolute lords and proprie- no Ol 
taries of the ſaid country aforeſaid, and of all other the pre- and fove- . 
miſes, (except before excepted) iaving always the faith and reign domi- 
allegiance,” and ſovereign dominion due unto us, our heirs and 710 Kul * 
ſucceſſors, To have, hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the ſaid country © te 
iſles, inlets, and other the premiſes, unto the ſaid. now Lord _ 
Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, to the ſole and proper uſe 
and behoof of him the ſaid now lord Baltimore, his heirs and 
aſſigns, for ever. 

o be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, Kings of Tenendum. 
England, as of our caſtle of Windſor, in our county of 
Berks, in free and common ſoccage, by fealty only, for all 
ſervices, and not in capite, or by knights ſervice; yielding 
and paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, two In- 
dian arrows of thoſe parts, to be delivercd at our faid caſtle 
of Windſor, every year the Tueſday in Eaſter week, and 
alſo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore, within the limits 
aforeſaid, which ſhall, from time to time, happen to be found, 

Now, that the faid country, thus by us granted and de- Erection 
ſcribed, may be eminent above all other parts of the ſaid ter- of the faid 
ritory, and dignified with large titles, Know ye, that we, of "7 . 
our further grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have vince, by 
thought fit to erect the ſame country and iſlands into a pro- the name of 
vince ; as out of the fullneſs of our royal power and preroga- Mayland. 
tive, we do for us, our heirs and ſucceffors, erect and ineor- 
porate them into a province, and do call-it Maryland, and fo 
trom henceforth we will have it called. - | 

And foraſmuch as we have hereby made and ordained Grant of 
the aforeſaid now Lord Baltimore, the true lord and pro- me power 
prietary of all the province aforeſaid : Know ye, therefore, Ll 
that we repoſing ſpecial truſt and confidence in the fideli- aid pro- 
Js wiſdom, juſtice, and provident circumſpection of the Vince, by. 
ad now Lord Baltimore, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ud With 
do grant free, full, and abſolute power, by virtue of theſe the conſent 
prefents, to him and his heirs, for the good and happy go- ef the free. 
rernment of the ſaid country, to ordain, make, enact, and of. ame 
under his and their ſeals to publiſh, any laws whatſoever ap- deputies. 
pertaining either unto the public {tate of the ſaid province, 6h 

or 


= 
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or unto the private utility of particular perſons, according to 

their beſt diſcretions, by and with the advice, aſſent, and ap- 
probation of the freemen of the ſaid province, or the greater 

part of them, or of their delegates or deputies, whom for the 

enacting of the ſaid laws, when and as often as need ſhall 

And of the require, we will, that the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his 
Poe "the beirs, ſhall aſſemble in Tuch ſort and form as to him and them 
fais hes, ſhall ſeem beſt, and the ſaid laws duly to execute upon all 
and of all people within the ſaid province and limits thereof, for the 
__ — time being, or that ſhall be conſtituted under the govern- 
whatſoever. ment and power of him or them, either ſailing towards Ma- 
ryland, or returning from thence towards England, or any 
other of ours or foreign dominions, by impoſition of penal- 
ties, imptiſonment, or any other puniſhment: yea, if it ſhall 
be needful, and that the quality of the offence require it, by 
taking away members or life, either by him the ſaid now Lord 
Baltimore, and his heirs, or by his or their deputies, lieute- 
nants, judges, juſtices, magiſtrates, officers, and miniſters, 
to be ordained or appointed, accarding to the tenor and true 
intention of theſe preſents ; and likewiſe to appoint and eſta- 
bliſh any judges, juſtices, magiſtrates, and officers, whatſo- 
ever, at 2 and land, for what cauſe ſoever, and with what 
power ſoever, and in ſuch form as to the ſaid now Lord Bal- 
timore, or his heirs, ſhall ſeem moſt convenient; alſo to re- 
mit releaſe, pardon, and aboliſh, whether before judgment 
or after, all crimes and offences whatſoever, acainſt the ſaid 
laws, and to do all and every other thing or things, which 
unto the complete eftablifhment of juſtice unto courts, præto- 

_ ries, and tribunals, forms of judicature, and manners of pro- 
ceedings, do belong, altho' in theſe preſents expreſs mention 
be not made thereof ; and by judges by them 8 to award 
proceſs, hold pleas, and determine, in all the ſaid courts and 

_ tribunals, all actions, ſuits, and cauſes whatſoever, as well 
criminal as civil, perſonal, real, mixt, and prætoreal, which 
laws, ſo, as aforeſaid, to be publiſhed, our pleaſure is, and 
ſo we enjoin, require, and command, ſhall be moſt abſolute 
and available in law; and that all the liege people and ſub- 
je&s of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do obſerve and keep the 
Provigo ſame inviolably, in thoſe parts, ſo far as they concern them, 
" that the under the pains therein expreſſed, or to be expreſſed ; pro- 
aid laws yided nevertheleſs, That the ſaid laws be conſonant to reaſon, 
fall becon- "nd be not repugnant or contrary, but, as near as conveni- 


—— and ently may be, agreeable to the laws, ſtatutes, and rights of 
332 this our gdom of England. | \« al 


laws of 
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And foraſmuch as in the government of ſo great a province, Power ia 
ſudden accidents do often happen, whereunto it will be ne- , „, 
ceſſary to apply a remedy, before the freeholders of the ſaid make ordi- 
province, or their delegates or deputies, can be aſſembled to nances, not 
the making of laws; neither will it be convenient, that in- ***5%"s 
ſtantly upon every ſuch emergent occaſion, ſo great a multi- jimb, free- 
tude ſhould be called together; therefore, for the better go- bold, or 
vernment of the ſaid province, we will and ordain, and by 8 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant unto without an 
the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, by themſelves, aſſembly of 
or by their magiſtrates and officers, in that behalf duly to be — 2 
ordained, as aforeſaid, to make and conſtitute fit and whole- 
ſome ordinances, from time to time, within the faid pfo- 
vince, to be kept and obſerved, as well for the preſervation 
of the peace, as for the better government of the people there 
inhabiting, and | to notify the ſame to all perſons 
whom the ſame doth or may any way concern ; which ordi- 
nances, our pleaſure is, ſhall be obſerved inviolably, within 
the ſaid province, under the pains therein to be expreſſed ; fo 
as the ſaid ordinances be conſonant to reaſon, and be not re- 
pugnant nor contrary, but ſo far as convenient] pox be, 
agreeable to the laws and ſtatutes of the kingdom of England ; 
and ſo as the ſaid ordinances be not extended in any fort, to 
bind, charge, or take away the right or intereſt of any perſon 
or perſons, or of their life, members, freehold, goods or 
chattels, 

Furthermore, that this new colony may the more happily Licence to 
encreaſe by the multitude of people reſorting thither, and may jÞe. King's 
likewiſe be the more ſtrongly defended from the incurſions England 
of ſavages, or other enemies, pirates and robbers : therefore and Ireland 
we, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, by 52.8% a4 
theſe preſents, power, licence, and liberty, unto all the fjyes and 
liege people and fubjects, both preſent and future, for us, our families in 
hers and ſucceſſors, (excepting thoſe who ſhall be ſpecially te fais 
forbidden) to tranfport them * and families unto the ſaidèè“ 
province, with convenient ſhipping, and fitting proviſions, 
and there to ſettle themſelves; dwell and inhabit, and to build 
and fortify caftles, forts, and other places of ſtrength for the 
public, and their own private defence, at the appointment of 
the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, the ſtatute of 
fugitives, or any other whatſoever, the contrary of the pre- 
miſes, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. Fry 

And we will alſo, and of our more ſpecial grace, for us, General de- 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do ſtricthy enjoin,. conſtitute, nisation ot 
ordain, and command, That the ſaid province ſhall be of our ic, in che 
8 allegiance gi 

laid pro- 
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allegiance, and that all and ſingular the ſubjects and liege 
people of us, our heirs and ſucceffors, tranſported or to be 


_ tranſported into the ſd province, and the children of them, 


and of ſuch as ſhall deſcend from them, there already born, 
or hereafter to be born, be, and ſhall be denizens and lieges 
of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of our kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland, and be in all things held, treated, reput- 
ed and eſteemed, as the liege faithful people of us, our 


beirs and ſucceſſors, born within our kingdom of England; 


Grant to 
the ſaid ſet- 
lers of a li- 
berty to 


and likewiſe, any lands, tenements, revenues, ſervices and 
other hereditaments whatſoever, within our kingdom of Eng- 
land, and other our dominions, may inherit, or A 
8 receive, take, have, hold, buy and poſſeſs, and 
hem may occupy and enen: give, fell, alien and bequeath, 
as likewiſe all liberties, franchiſes and privileges, of this our 
Eingdom of England, freely, quietly and peaceably, have and 
ls, occupy and enjoy, as our liege people, born, or to 
born, within eur ſaid kingdom of England, without the 
,. moleſtation, vexation, trouble or grievance of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors ; any ſtatute, act, ordinance or proviſion 
to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding, : | 
And furthermore, that our ſubjecis may be the rather en- 
ouraged to undertake this expedition with ready and chear- 
ul minds, know ye, That we, of our ſpecial grace, certain 


trade to the knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue 


ſaid pro- 
vince. 


of theſe preſents, as well unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, 
and his heirs, as to all others who ſhall, from time to time, 
repair unto the ſaid country with a purpoſe to inhabit there, 


or to trade with the natives of the ſaid province, full licence 


to lade and freight in any ports whatſoever, of us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, and into the ſaid province of Maryland, by 


them, their ſervants or aſſigns, to tranſport all and ſingular 
their goods, wares, and merchandizes, as likewiſe all ſorts 
of grain whatſoever, and all other things whatſoever neceſſary 
for food or cloathing, not prohibited by the laws and ſtatutes 


the contrary notwithſtanding. 


of our kingdoms and dominions to be carried out of the ſaid 
kingdoms, any ſtatute, act, ordinance, or other thing whatſo- 
ever.to the contrary notwithſtanding, without any lett or mo- 
leſtation of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or of any the heirs 
of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors; ſaving always to us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, the legal impoſitions, cuſtoms, and other 
duties and payments for the ſaid wares and merchandize, 
any ſtatute, act, ordinance, or other thing whatſoever to 


And 
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And becauſe in ſo remote a country, and ſituate near ſo Grant of a 


many barbarous nations, the incurſions as well of the ſava- ny rows, 


ges themſelves, as of other enemies, pirates, and robbers, make war, 


may probably be feared, therefore we have given, and for us, and do ever: 


our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give power, by theſe preſents, — 


unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, the office of 
by themſelves or their captains, or other their officers, to a captain» 
levy, muſter, and train all ſorts of men, of what condition, — 
or whereſoever born, in the ſaid province of Maryland, for : 

the time being, and to make war, and purſue the enemies 

and robbers aforeſaid, as well by ſea as by land, yea, even 

without the limits of the ſaid province, and (by God's afliſt- 

ance) to vanquiſh and take them; and being taken, to put 

them to death, by the law of war, or to fave them, at their 

pleaſure ;. and to do all and every other thing which unto 

the charge and office of a captain- general of an army be- 

longeth, or hath accuſtomed to belong, as fully and freely as 

any captain-general of an army hath ever had the ſame. 

Alſo, our will and pleaſure is, and by this our charter, and of a 
we do give unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and fung e 
aſſigns, full power, liberty and authority, in caſe of rebel- delBons — 
lion, tumult or ſedition, if any ſhould happen (which God exerciſe 
forbid) either upon the land, within the province aforeſaid, wartiallau 
or upon the main ſea, in making a voyage thither, or return- — 
ing from thence by themſelves, or their captains, deputies, or ters. 
other officers, to be authorized under their ſeals for that purpoſe, 

(to whom we alſo for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give 
and grant by theſe preſents, full power and authority) to ex- 
erciſe martial law againſt mutinous and ſeditious perſons of 
thoſe parts, ſuch as ſhall refuſe to ſubmit themſelves to e 
his or. their government, or ſhall refuſe to ſerve in the 
wars, or ſhall fly to the enemy, or forſake their enſigns, or be 
loiterers or ſtragglers, or otherways however offending againſt 
the law, cuſtom, and diſcipline military, as freely and in as 
ample manner and form as any captain-general of an army, 
by virtue of his office, might, or hath accuſtomed to uſe 
the ſame, |. | BOS 

Furthermore, that the way to honours and dignities may Grant of a 
not ſeem to be altogether precluded and ſhut up to men power to 
well-born, and ſuch as ſhall prepare themſelves unto this — e. 


preſent plantation, and ſhall deſire to deſerve well of us the inhJbi. 
and our kingdoms, both in peace and war, in fo far diſtant tants of the 
and remote à country: Therefore we, for us, our heirs and _ — 
ſugceſſors, do give free and abſolute power unto the ſaid prop tie 
now 


| 
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[5s | 
being other, now Lord Baltimore, bis heirs and „to confer favours, 
k JinEag- rewards and honours, upon ſuch inhabitants, within the pro- 
And; vince zforefaid, as ſhall deſerve the ſame, and to inveſt them 
with what titles and dignities ſoever as he ſhall think fit (ſo 
as they be not ſuch as are now uſed in England,) as 


d te ce lixewiſe to erect and incorporate towns into boroughs, and 


and "incor- 


bo. boroughs into cities, with convenient privileges and immuni- 
roughs and ties, according to the merit of the inhabitants, and fitneſs of 
cities, with the places; and to do all and every other thing or things, 
— bag touching the premiſes, which to him or them ſhall ſeem meet 
immunities, 2nd requiſite ; albeit they be ſuch as of their own nature 
| might otherwiſe require a more ſpecial commandment and 

warrant than in theſe preſents is expreſſed. | 

Liberty to We will alſo, and by theſe prefents, for us, our heirs and 
export the fycceffors, do give and grant licence, by this our charter, 


— unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, 


= vince into and to all the inhabitants and dwellers in the ſaid province 
3 = 92 - aforeſaid, both preſent and to come, to import, unlade, by 


there ts gif}. themſeſves or their ſervants, factors or aſſigns, all merchan- 
poſe of dies and goods whatſoever, that ſhall ariſe of the fruits 

3 and commodities of the faid province, either by land or fea, 
or if they ſo into any of the ports of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our 
think fit, kingdoms of England or Ireland, or otherwiſe to diſpoſe of 
within ane the {aid goods, in the ſaid ports, and if need be, within one 


A year after 


wall year next after the unlading of the fame, to lade the ſaid 


3 have unla- merchandizes and goods again, into the fame or other ſhip by 


Len them in and to export the fame into any other countries, either of 


a ” 


ne _ our dominion or foreign, (being in amity with us, our heirs 


port, to ex- and fucceſſors.) Provided always, that they pay ſuch cuſ- 
port them toms, impoſitions, ſubſidies and duties for the fame, to us, 
Aber unk our heirs and ſucceſſors, as the reſt of our ſubjects of our 
try in amity kingdom &f England, for the time being, ſhall be bound to 
wich the pay; d which, we will not that the inhabitants of the 
g_ aforeſaid province of Maryland ſhall be any way charged. 


Ons of « Aud futthermore, of our more ample and ſpecial grace, 


other. | 
for bing Maryland, and the ifles and iſlets aforeſaid, ſuch and fo many 


$9 wn lad ſea-ports, hatbours, creeks, and other places, for diſcharging 
a mer. and unlading of goods and merehandizes out of the ſhips, 


C. Chandizen. boats and other veſſels, and fading them in ſuch and ſo many 


places, and with ſuch rights, juriſdiftions, and ene 
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and privileges unto the ſaid ports belonging, as to him or 
them ſhall ſeem moſt expedient; and that all and ſingular 
the ſhips, boats and other veſſels, which ſhall come for mer- 
chandize and trade into the ſaid province, or out of the ſame 
ſhall depart, fhall be laden or unladen only at ſuch ports as 
ſhall be ſo erected and conſtituted by the ſaid now Lord Bal- 
timore, his heirs or aſſigns; any uſe, cuſtom, or other things 
to the contrary notwithſtanding: ſaving always unto. us, our Saving to 
heirs and ſucceſſors, and to all the ſubjects (of our king- the King's 
doms of England and Ireland) of us, our heirs and ſucceſ- * 
ſors, free liberty of fiſhing for fea fiſh, as well in the ſea, Englandand 
s, inlets, and navigable rivers, as in the harbours, bays, Ireland, the 
and creeks of the province aforeſaid, and the privileges of — - 4 
| WH ating and drying their fiſh on the ſhore of the ſaid province, int their 
and for the ſame cauſe, to cut and take under-wood or twigs fiſh, within 
dere growing, and to build cottages and ſheds neceſſary in — * 
dis behalf, as they heretofore have, or might reaſonably have 
uſed ; which liberties and privileges, nevertheleſs, the ſubjects 
aforeſaid of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall enjoy without 
any notable damage, or injury to be done to the ſaid now 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs or aſſigns, or to the dwellers and 
inhabitants of the ſaid province, in the ports, creeks, and 
ſhores aforeſaid, and eſpecially in the woods and copſes grow- 
ing within the ſaid province. And if any ſhall do any fuck 
damage or injury, he ſhall incur the heavy diſpleaſure of us, 
our heirs and ſueceſſors, the puniſhment of the laws, and 
ſhall moreover make ſatis faction. N fe 
We do furthermore will, appoint and ordain, and by theſe Grant of « 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do grant unto — 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, his beirs and aſſigns, that he the «joy fact 
ſaid Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, may. from time to cuſtoms and 
time, for ever, have and enjoy the cuſtoms and ſubſidies in 1 
the ports, harbours, and other creeks and places aforeſaid, impoled by 
within the province aforeſaid, payable or due for merchan- them and 
daes and wares there to be laded and unladed ; the ſaid cuf- ure gemi 
toms and ſubſidies to be reaſonably aſſeſſed (upon any occa- yin; © 
hon) by them ſelyes and the people there, as atorefaid, to whom 
we give power, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, upon juſt cauſe, and in a due proportion, to aſſeſs ane 
impoſe the ſame. e 
And further, of our ſpecial grace, and of our certain know. One o 
and mere motion, we have given and granted, and by grant! —_ 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceilors, do give and is inbertts' 
gant, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs. and aſ- zue tobe” 
| Q 2 igns, „ 
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pong ſigns, full 'and abſolute power, licence, and authority, that he 
= d the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, from time 
withſtand- to time hereafter, for cver, at his and their will and pleaſure, 


| Ing the ſta- may affign, alien, grant, demiſe, or enfeoffe of the premiſes, ſo 


— 2 many and ſuch part or parcels to him or them that ſhall be 
rarum. willing to purchaſe the ſame, as they ſhall think fit; to have 
and to hold to them the ſaid perſon or perſons willing to take or 
purchaſe the ſame, their heirs and affigns, in fee ſimple, or in 
fee tail, or for the term of life or lives, or years, to be held of 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, by ſuch 
ſervices, cuſtoms, and rents, as ſhall ſeem fit to the ſaid now 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, and not immediately of 
us, our heirs or ſucceflors: And to the ſame perſon or per- 
ſons, and to all and every of them, we do give and grant, by 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, licence, au- 
thority and power, that ſuch perſon or perſons may take the 
premiſes, or any parcel thereof, of the ſaid now Lord Balti. 
more, his heirs or affigns, and the ſame hold to themſelves, 
their heirs or aſſigns, (in what eſtate of inheritance ſoever, 
in fee ſimple, or in fee tail, or otherwiſe, as to them and the 
now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall] ſeem expe- 
dient 3) the ſtatute made in the parliament of Edward, ſon of 
King Henry, late King of England, our predeceſſor, com- 
monly called the ſtatute © Quia- emptores terrarum, lately 
publiſhed in our kingdom of England, or any other ſtatute, 
act, ordinance, uſe, law or cuſtom, or any other thing, cauſe 
or matter thereupon heretofore had, done, publiſhed, ordain- 
d or provided to the contrary, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
- Powertoe- © And by theſe preſents we give and grant licence unto the 
red mano. ſaid now Lord Baltimore and his heirs, to erect any parcels of 


— land within the province aforeſaid into manors, in every the 
ſaid manors to have and to hold a court of Baron, with all 
: things whatſoever which to a court Baron do belong, and to 


have and to hold view of frank pledge (for the conſervation 
of the peace, and the better government of thoſe parts) by 


0 


themſelves or their ſtewards, or by the lords, for the time 
being, of other manors to be deputed, when they ſhall be 
erected, and in the' ſame to uſe all thingy belonging to view 
of frankpledge. ede, uh 

No tes And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, 


hall be im- our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do covenant and grant to and 
9 with the faid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs and aſſigns, 
© Englandup: that we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall at no time hereafter 
| ag. acti < taxation, 
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taxation, rate, or contribution whatſoever, in and upon the bitants of 
dwellers and inhabitants of the aforeſaid province, for their n 
lands, tenements, goods, or chattels within the ſaid province, 

or in or upon any goods or merchandize within the ſaid pro- 

vince, or to be laden or unladen within the ports or harbours 

of the ſaid province. And our pleaſure is, and for us, our 

heirs and ſucceſſors, we charge and command, that this our 
declaration ſhall henceforward, from time to time, be re- 

ceived and atlowed-in all our courts, and before all the jud 

of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors for a ſufficient and lawful dif- 
charge, payment and acquittance ; commanding all and ſin- 

gular our officers and miniſters of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 

and enjoining them, upon pain of our high diſpleaſure, that 

they do not preſume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the 
contrary of the premiſes, or that they do in any fort with- 

ſtand the ſame; but that they be at all times aiding and aſſiſt- 

ing, as fitting, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his 

heirs, and to the inhabitants and merchants of Maryland 
aforeſaid, their ſervants, miniſters, factors, and aſſigns, in the 

full uſe and fruition of the benefit of this our charter. ; 

And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, 79" 2 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do grant unto the ſaid now Lord —— | 
Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, and to the tenants and inha- of any other 
bitants of the ſaid province of Maryland, both preſent and to _ — | 
come, and to every of them, that the ſaid province, tenants, — 2 
and inhabitants of the ſaid colony or country, ſhall not from vince, ſub- 
henceforth be held or reputed as a member, or as part of J*© to the 
the land of Virginia, or of any other colony whatſoever, now w_ 
tranſported or hereafter to be tranſported ; nor ſhall be de- and depend- 
pending on, or ſubject to their government in any thing, ins on it. 
from whom we do ſeparate that and them. And our pleaſure 
is, by theſe preſents, that they be ſeparted, and that they be 
ſubject immediately to our crown of England, as depending 
thereof for ever. 

And if perchance hereafter it ſhould happen any doubts or This char- 


ter ſhall al- 


ueſtions ſhould ariſe concerning the true ſenſe and under- s becen- 
ing of any word, clauſe, or ſentence contained in this our frued in fa- 
preſent charter, we will, ordain and command, that at all times, vour of the 
and in all things, ſuch interpretations be made thereof and al- 
lowed, in any of our courts whatſoever, as ſhall be adjuged , 
moſt advantageous and favourable unto the ſaid now Lord 
Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns; provided always, that no 
interpretation he admitted thereof, by which God's, holy and 
truly Chriſtian religion, or the allegiance due unto oy, gar 
elrs 
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heirs and ſuceeſſors, may ſuffer any prejudice or diminution). 


although expreſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of the 
true yearly value of certainty of the premiſes, or of any part 
thereof, or of other gifts and grants made by us, our progeni- 
tors or predeceſſors, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, or 
any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, proclamation, or re- 
ftraint heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained, or provided, 
or any other thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever to the con- 
wary thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, Ia witneſs, &c. 
Witneſs Ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the twenty-eighth day of 
June, A. D. 1632, in the eighth year of our reign. 


By Writ of Priny Seal. 


- GEORGIA 
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Granted by King GeorGt the Second, in the Fifth Year 
of his Reign. 


EORGE the Second, by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, king, defender of the 
faith, &c. to all to whom theſe preſents fhall come, greeting, 
Whereas we are credibly informed, that many of our poor 
ſubjects are, through misfortunes, and want of employments, 
reduced to great neceſſities, inſomuch as by their labour — 
are not able to provide a maintenance for themſelves 
families ; and if they had means to defray their charge of 
paſſage, and the expences incident to new ſettlements, they 
would be glad to be ſettled in any of our provinces in Ame- 
rica, where, by cultivating the lands at preſent waſte and 
deſolate, they might not only gain a comfortable ſubſiſtence 
for themſelves and families, but alſo ſtrengthen our colonies, 
and increafe the trade, navigation and wealth of theſe our 
realms : and whereas our provinces in North America have 
been frequently ravaged by Indian enemies, more eſpecially 
that of South lina, which in the late war, by the neigh- 
bouring ſavages, was laid wafte with fire and ſword, and 
great numbers of the Engliſh inhabitants miſerably maſſacred ; 
and our loving ſubjects, who new inhabit there, by reaſon 
of the ſmallneſs of their numbers, will, in caſe of any new 
war, be expoſed to the like calamities, inaſmuch as their 
whole ſouthern frontier continueth unſettled, and lieth open 
to the ſaid ſavages: and whereas we think it highly becom- 
ing our crown and royal a_— to protect all our loving ſub- 
jects, be they never ſo diſtant from us, to extend our father- 
y compaſſion even to the meaneſt and moſt unfortunate of our 
people, and to relieve the wants of our above-mentioned poor 
ſubjects; and that it will be highly conducive for accompliſh- 
ing thoſe ends, that a regular colony of the ſaid poor people 
be ſettled and eftabliſhed in the ſouthern frontiers of Carolina: 
and whereas we have been well aſſured, that if we would be 
moſt graciouſly pleaſed to erect and ſetthe a corporation for 
the receiving, managing, and diſpoſing of the contributions 
of -our loyine \ſubjedts, divers perſons would be induced 'to 
contribute ro the uſes and purpoſes #forefaid : Know ye, 
therefore, that we have, for the conſiderations afereſaid, * 
| i | or 
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for the better and more orderly carrying on the ſaid good pur. 
poles,” of gur ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, willed, ordained, conſtituted and appointed, and by 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do will, or- 
dain, conſtitute, declare and grant, That our right truſty 
John Lord Viſcount Percival, of our king- 
perſons into dom of Ireland, our truſty and well-beloved Edward Digby, 
ane body George Carpenter, James Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, 


. politic and, Thomas Lower, Robert More, Robert Hucks, Roger Hol- 


reste. land, William Sloper, Francis Eyles, John Laroche, James 
Vernon, William Balitha, eſquires; Stephen Hales, maſter 
of arts, John Burton, bachelor of divinity, Richard Bundy, 
maſter of arts, Arthur Badford, maſter of arts, Samuel Smith, 
maſter of arts, Adam Anderſon, and Thomas Coram, gen- 
tlemen, and ſuch other perſons as ſhall be elected in the man- 
ner hereafter mentioned, and their ſucceſſors, to be elected in 
manner as herein after is directed, be, and ſhall be one body 


| \ Wame of Politic and corporate, in deed and in name, by the name of 


the corpo- I he Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the Colony of Georgia in Ame- 
pation, xica; and them and their ſucceſſors, by the ſame name, we 
do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, really 
and fully make, ordain, conſtitute and declare to be one bo- 
dy politic and corporate, in deed and in, name, for ever; 
and that by the ſame name they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 
and may have perpetual ſucceſſion ; and that they, and their 
. ſucceſlors, by that name, ſhall and may for ever hereafter be 
3 to perſons able and capable in the law to purchaſe, have, take, 
— in receive, and enjoy to them, and their ſucceſſors, any manors, 


— = meiſuages, lands, tenements, rents, advowſons, liberties, 
walue of anch tar 
2oool. per whatſoeyer, lying and being in part of Great Britain, of 


. whatſoever nature, kind, and quality they be, in fee and in 
perpetuity, not exceeding the yearly value of one thouſand 
nds beyond repriſes, alſo eſtates for lives and for years, and 
all other manner of goods, chattels, and things whatſoever, 
of what name, nature, quality, or value ſoever they be, for 
Power to the better ſettling, ſupporting, and maintaining the ſaid co- 
make leaſes lony, and other uſes aforeſaid; and to give, grant, let, and 
of the ſame demĩſe the ſaid manots, meſſuages, lands, tenements, here- 
for thirty- ditaments, goods,  chattels, and things whatſoever aforeſaid. 
en. hy leaſe or leaſes, for term of years, in poſſeſſion at the time 
; — granting thereof, and not in reverſion, not exceeding the 

..term of one- and- thirty years from the time of granting there- 
of, On which, in caſe no fine be taken, ſhall reſe the 
full value, and, in caſe a fine be taken, ſhall be * 


priyileges, juriſdictions, franchiſes, and other, hereditaments, 
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leaſt a moiety of the full value, that the fame ſhall reaſona- Power to 
bly and bong fide be worth at the time of ſuch demiſe ; and fsb 
that they, and their ſucceſſors, by the name aforeſaid, ſhall ae in 
and may, for ever hereafter, be perſons able and capable in ay quan- 
the law to purchaſe, have, take, receive, and enjoy, to them it 
and their ſucceſlors, any lands, territories, poſſeſſions, tene- 
ments, juriſdictions, franchiſes, and other hereditaments 
whatſocver, lying and being in America, of what quantity, 
quality, or value ſoever they be, for the better ſettling, ſup- 
porting, and maintaining the ſaid — and that by the 
name aforeſaid, they ſhall and may be able to ſue and be ſu- ſue and be 
ed, plead and be impleaded, anſwer and be anſwered unto, ſued, 
defend and be defended, in all courts and places whatſoeyer, 

and before whatſoever judges, juſtices, or other officers, of 

us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in all and ſingular actions, 

plaints, pleas, matters, ſuits, and demands, of what kind, 

nature, or quality ſoever they be; and to act and do all 

other matters and things in as ample manner and form as 

any other our liege ſubjects of this our realm of Great Bri- 

tain; and that they, and their ſucceſſors, for ever hereafter, A common 
ſhall and may have a common ſeal, to ſerve for the cauſes ſeal. 

and buſineſs of them, and their ſucceſſors; and that it ſhall 

and may be lawful for them, and their ſucceſſors, to change, 

break, alter, and make new, the ſaid ſeal from time to time, 

and at their pleaſure, as they ſhall think beſt. And we do 

further grant, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, that the ſaid 
corporation, and the common council of the ſaid corporation 
herein after by us appointed, may, from time to time, and at 
all times, meet about their affairs, when and where they 
pleaſe, and tranſact and carry on the buſineſs of the ſaid cor- 
poration, And for the better execution of the purpoſes afore- 
laid, we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
lors, give and grant to the ſaid corporation, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, that they, and their ſucceſſors, for ever may, upon 
the third Thurſday in the month of March, yearly, meet at 
ſome convenient place, to be appointed by the ſaid corpora- 
tion, or the \major part of them who ſhall be preſent at any 
meeting of the ſaid corporation to. be had for the appointing 
of the ſaid place; and that they, or two thirds of ſueh of 
them that ſhall be preſent, ſhall, at ſuch yearly meeting, 
and at no other meeting of the ſaid corporation, between the 
hours of ten in the morning and four in the afternoon of the 
lame day, chuſe and ele& ſuch perſon or perſons ta be mem- 
ders of the ſaid corporation as they ſhall think beneficial to the 
good deſigns of the ſaid corporation. And our further will and 
pleaſure 1s, that if it ſhall * that any of the perſons herein 


after 
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- after by us appointed as the common council of the fail cor. 


poration, or any other perſons to be elected and admitted 
members of the ſaid common council in the manner herein 
after directed, ſhall die, or ſhall, by writing under his and 


their hands reſpectively, reſign his or their office or offices of 


common council- man, or common council-men, the ſaid cor- 
poration, or the major part of ſuch of them as ſhall be pre. 
ſent, and may-at ſuch meeting, on the ſaid third Thurſday 
in March, yearly, in manner as aforeſaid, next after ſuch 


death or reſignation, and at no other meeting of the ſaid cor- 


poration, elect and chuſe one or more perſon or perſons, be- 
ing members of the ſaid corporation, into the room or place 
of ſuch perſon, or perſons, which ſhall be ſo dead or fo reſign- 
ing, as to them ſhall ſeem meet. And our will and . nk 
is, that all and every the perſon or perſons which ſhall, 
from time to time, hereafter be elected common council-men 
of the ſaid corporation as aforeſaid, do and ſhall, before he 
or they act as common council-men of the ſaid corporation, 
take an oath for the faithful and due execution of their office; 
which oath the preſident of the ſaid corporation, for the time 
being, is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter to 
ſuch perſon or perſons ſo elected as aforeſaid, And our will 

d pleaſure is, that the firſt preſident of the ſaid corporation 
ſhall beourtruſty and well- beloved the ſaid John Lord V ifcount 
Pereival, and that the ſaid preſident ſhall, within thirty days 
after the paſſing of this charter, cauſe: ſummons to be iſſued 
to the ſeveral members of the ſaid corporation herein particu- 
larly named, to meet at ſuch time and place as he ſhould ap- 
point, to conſult about and tranſact the buſineſs of the ſaid 
corporation. And our will and pleaſure is, and we do by 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, ordain, 


and direct, that the common council of the ſaid corporation 


ſhall conſiſt of fifteen. in number: and we do, by theſe pre- 
ſents, nominate, conſtitute, and appoint, our right truſty and 
well-beloved-John Lord Viſcount Percival, our truſty and 
well-beloved: Edward Digby, George Carpenter, — 
Ogletborpe, George Heathcote, Thomas Tower, Robert 
More, Robert Hucks, Rogers Holland, William Sloper, 
Francia Eyles, Jobn Laroche, James Vernon, William 
Belitha, eſquires, and Stephen Hales maſter of arts, to be the 
common council of the ſaid corporation, to continue in their 
ſaid offices during their good behaviour. And whereas it is 
our royal intention, that the members of the faid corporation 
ſhall-be-encreaſed by election as ſoon as conveniently may be, 
to a greater number than is hereby nominated, 1 
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will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, ordain, and direct, that from the time of ſuch in- 
creaſe of the members of the ſaid corporation, the number of 
the ſaid common council ſhall be increaſed to twenty-four, 
And that at the ſame aſſembly at which ſuch additional 
members of. the ſaid corporation ſhall be choſen, there ſhall 
likewiſe be elected in the manner herein before directed for 
the election of common council-men, nine perſons to be of 
the ſaid common council, and to make up the number thereof 
twenty-four, And our further will and pleaſure is, that our 
truſty and well-beloved the ſaid Sir Edward Digby, eſquire, 
ſhall be the firſt chairman of the common council of the ſaid 
corporation; and that the ſaid Lord Viſcount Percival ſhall 
be and continue preſident of the ſaid corporation; that the 
ſaid Edward Digby ſhall be and continue chairman of the 
ſaid common-council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, 
until the meeting which ſhall be had next and — 
after the firſt meeting of the ſaid corporation, or of the com- 
mon council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, and no 
longer ; at which ſaid ſecond- meeting, and at every other 
ſubſequent and future meeting of the ſaid corporation, or of 
the common- council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, in 
order to preſerve an indifferent rotation of the ſeveral offices 
of preſident of the corporation, and of chairman of the 
common- council of the ſaid corporation, we do direct and 
ordain, that all and every the perſon or perſons, members of 
the ſaid — 5 the time being, and no others, 
being preſent at ſuch meetings, ſhall ſeverally and reſpective- 
ly, in their turns, preſide at the meetings which ſhall from 
time to time be had and held, of the ſaid corporation, or of 
the common-council of the ſaid corporation reſpeCtively : 
And in caſe any doubt or queſtion ſhall at any time ariſ- 

touching or concerning the turn or right of any member o 

the ſaid comman-cauncil, to preſide at any meeting of the ſaid 
corporation, or of the common-council of the ſaid corpora- 
tion, the ſame ſhall be reſpectively determined by the major 
part of the ſaid corporation, or of the common- council of the 
faid corporation reſpectively, who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
meeting. Provided always, that no member of the ſaid com- 
mon-council, having ſerved in the office of preſident of the 
ſaid corporation, or of chairman of the common-council of 
the ſaid corporation, ſhall be capable of being or of ſerving 
as preſident or chairman at any meeting of the ſaid corpora- 
tion, or of the common- council of the ſaid 2 next 
and immediately enſuing that in which he ſo ſerved as preſi - 
dent of the ſaid corporation, or chairman of the common- 
; 2 council 
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council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, unleſs it ſhall ſa 
happen, that at any ſuch meeting of the ſaid corporation there 
ſhall not be any other member of the ſaid common-counci] 
preſent, And our will and pleaſure is, that at all and every 
the meetings of the ſaid corporations or of the common- 
council of the ſaid corporation, the preſtdent or chairman for 
the time being ſhall have a voice, and ſhall vote and act as a 
member of the ſaid corporation, or of the common-council 
of the ſaid corporation, . at ſuch meeting ; and in caſe of any 
_ of votes, the ſaid preſident or chairman for the time 
being ſhall have and exerciſe a caſting vote. And our further 
will and pleaſure is, that no preſident of the ſaid corporation, 
or chairman of the common-council of the ſaid corporation, 
or member of the ſaid common-council or corporation, by us 
by theſe preſents appointed, or hereafter from time to time to 
be elected or appointed in manner as aforeſaid, ſhall have, take 
or receive, directly or indirectly, any ſalary, fee, perquiſite, 
benefit or profit, whatſoever, for or by reaſon of his or their 
ſerving the ſaid corporation, or common-council of the ſaid 
corporation, as preſident, chairman, or common-council-man, 
or as being a member of the ſaid corporation. And our will 
and pleaſure is, that the ſaid herein before appointed preſi- 
dent, chairman and common-council-men, before he and they 
act reſpectively as ſuch, ſhall ſeverally take an oath for the 
faithful and due execution of their truſt, to be adminiſtered 
to the prefident by the chief baron of our court of exchequer 
for the time being, and by the preſident of the ſaid corpora- 
tion to the reſt of the common- council, who are hereby au- 
thorized ſeverally and reſpectively to adminiſter the ſame. 
And our will and pleaſure is, that all and every perſon and 
perſons who fhall have in his or their own name or names, 
or in the name or names of any perſon or perſons in truſt 
for him or them, or for his or their benefit, any office, place 
or employment of profit under the ſaid corporation, ſhall be 
incapable of being elected a member of the ſaid corporation: 
And if any member of the ſaid corporation, during ſuch time 
as he ſhall continue a member thereof, ſhall in his own name, 
or in the name of any perſon or perſons in truſt for him, or 
for his benefit, bave, hold, exerciſe, accept, poſſeſs or enjoy 
any office, place or employment of profit under the common- 
council of the ſaid corporation, ſuch member ſhall, from 
the time of ſuch having, holding, exerciſing, accepting, 
poſſeſſing and enjoying, fuch office, place or employment 
* — ceaſe to be a member of the ſaid corporation. 

we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant unto the ſaid 
g ; corporation, 
; 
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corporation, and their ſueceſſors, that they, and their ſucceſſors, or 
the major part of ſuch them as ſhall be preſent at any meet- 
ing of the ſaid corporation, convened and aſſembled for that 
purpoſe, by proper and convenient notice thereof, ſhall have 
power, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to au- 
thorize and appoint ſuch perſons as they ſhall think fit, to 
take ſubſcriptions, and to gather and collect ſuch monies as 
ſhall be by any perſon or perſons contributed for the purpo- 
ſes aforeſaid, and ſhall and may revoke and make void ſuch 
authorities and appointments as often as they ſhall ſce cauſe 
ſo to do. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ordain and direct, that the ſaid corporation ſhall every year 
lay an account in writing before 'the chancellor, or keeper, 
or commiſſioners for the cuſtody of the great ſeal of Great 
Britain, of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, the chief juſtice of 
the court of king's bench, the maſter of the rolls, the chief 
juſtice of the court of common pleas, and the chief baron 
of the exchequer, of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for the 
time being, or any two of them, of all monies or effects by 


them received or expended, for the carrying on the good, of 
purpoſes aforeſaid, And we do hereby for us, our heirs and making 
ſucceſſors, 2 and grant unto the ſaid corporation, and by laws. 


their ſucceſſors, full power and authority to conftitute, or- 
dain and make ſuch and ſo many by-laws, conſtitutions, or- 
ders and ordinances, as to them, or the greater part of them, 
at their general meeting for that purpoſe, ſhall ſeem meet, 
neceſſary and convenient for the well ordering and governing 
the ſaid corporation; and the ſaid by-laws, ee 
orders and ordinances, or any of them, to alter and annul, 
as they, or the major part of them then preſent, ſhall ſee re- 
_ and in and by ſuch by-laws, rules, orders and or- 


inances, to ſet, impoſe and inflict reaſonable pains and pe- 


nalties upon any offender or offenders who ſhall tranſgreſs, 
break or violate the ſaid by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and 
ordinances, ſo made as aforeſaid, and to mitigate the ſame, as 
they or the major part of them then preſent ſhall find cauſe ; 


which ſaid pains and penalties ſhall and may be levied, ſued 


for, taken, retained and recovered by the ſaid corporation, 
and their ſucceſſors, or by their officers and ſervants, from 
time to time to be appointed for that purpoſe, by on of 
debt, or by any other lawful ways and means, to the uſe and 
behoof of the ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors; all and 
ſingular which by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and ordinances 
ſo as aforeſaid to be made, we will ſhall be duly obſerved and 
kept, under the pains and penalties therein to be _— 
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ſo always as the ſaid by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and or- 


dinances, pains and penalties from time to time to be made 


and impoſed, be reaſonable, and not contrary or repugnant 
to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm ; and that ſuch by- 
laws, conſtitutions and ordinances, - pains and penalties 
from time to time to be made and impoſed, and any repeal or 
alteration thereof, or of any of them, be likewiſe agreed to, be 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed by the general meeting of the aid 
corporation, to be held and kept next after the ſame ſhall 
be reſpectively made. And whereas the ſaid corporation in- 
tend to ſettle a colony, and to make an habitation and plan- 
tation in that part of our province of South Carolina in 


America herein after deſcribed: Know ye- therefore, that 


we greatly deſiring the happy ſucceſs of the ſaid corporation, 
for their further encouragement in accompliſhing ſo excel- 
lent a work, have of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, given and 132 and by theſe preſents; 


Grant of a for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, to the 
large tract ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors, under the reſervations, 


of land to 
the ſaid cor- 


poration. 


limitations and declarations hereafter expreſſed, ſeven undi- 
vided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) 
of all thoſe lands, countries and territories, ſituate, lying and 
being in that part of South Carolina in America, which 
lies 3 the northern ſtream of a river there commonly cal- 
led the Savannah, all along the ſea coaſt to the ſouthward, 
unto the moſt ſouthern ſtream of a certain other great water 
or river called the Alatamacha, and weſtard from the heads 
of the ſaid rivers reſpectively in direct lines to the ſouth ſeas, 
and all that ſpace, circuit and precinct of land Ying within 
the ſaid boundaries, with the iſlands in the ſea, lying oppo- 
fite to the eaſtern coaſt of the ſaid iſlands, within twenty 
leagues of the fame, which are not already inhabited, or ſet- 
tled by any authority derived from the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, together with all the ſoils, grounds, havens, ports, 
gulphs and bays, mines, as well as royal mines of gold 
and ſilver, as other minerals, precious ſtones, quarries, 


woods, rivers, waters, og, as well royal — of 
ſhi 


whale and ſturgeon as other ngs, pearls, commodities, 
juriſdictions, royalties, franchiſes, privileges and pre-emi- 
nencies, within the ſaid territories, and the precincts there- 


of, and thereunto in any ſort belonging or appertaining, and 


which we by our letters patent may or can grant, and in 28 
ample manner and ſort as we, or any of our royal progenitors, 
have hitherto granted to any company, body politic or corpo- 
rate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, — or > 1 

| ; ertakers 


” S S ©. 2 


8 


, , e . d d ðᷣ „ ⁵ͤ 


- —- —— WW _—_— 


GEORGIA CHARTER 


dertakers of any diſcoveries, plantations or traffic of, in or 
into any foreign parts whatſoever, and in as large and ample 
manner as if the ſame were herein particularly mentioned 


and expreſſed, To have, hold, poſſeſs and enjoy the ſaid ſeven yabeadum, 


undivided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divi- 
ded as aforeſaid) of all and ſingular the ſaid lands, countries 
and territories, with all and ſingular other the premiſes here- 
in before by theſe preſents granted or mentioned, or intended 
to be granted, to them the ſaid corporation, and their ſue- 
ceſſors for ever, for the better ſupport of the ſaid colony. 


To be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as of our ma- Ten-naums 


nor of Hampton Court, in our county of Middleſex, in fee 


and common ſoccage, and not in capite; yielding and pay- quit-reat. 


ing therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceflors, yearly for ever, 
the ſum of four ſhillings for every hundred acres of the faid 
lands which the ſaid corporation ſhall grant, demiſe, plant 
or ſettle, the ſaid payment not to commence, or be made, un- 
til ten years after fach grant, demiſe, planting or ſettling, 
and to be anſwered and paid to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
in ſuch manner,, and in ſuch ſpecies of money or notes as 
ſhall be current in payment by proclamation, from time to 


time, in our ſaid province of South Carolina; all which p.,.a;., of 
lands, countries, territories and premiſes hereby granted or the aid 
mentioned, or intended to be granted, we do by theſe pre- lands here- 


ſents make, erect and create one independent and ſeparate 


reſide within our ſaid province, ſhall be and are hereby de- 
clared to be free, and ſhall not be ſubje& to, or be bound to 
obey, any laws, orders, ſtatutes or conſtitutions which have 
been heretofore made, ordered, or enacted, or which hereaf- 
ter ſhall be made, ordered, or enacted, by, for, or as the laws, 
orders, ſtatutes or conſtitutions by our ſaid province of South 
Carolina (ſave and except only the command in chief of the 
militia of our ſaid province of Georgia to our governor for 
the time being of South Carolina, in manner herein after 
declared); but ſhall be ſubject to and bound to obey ſuch 
laws, orders, ſtatutes and conſtitutions, as ſhall from time to 


time be made, ordered and enacted for the better government 


of the ſaid province of Georgia, in the manner herein after 
directed. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ordain, will, and eſtabliſh, that for and during the term of 
one-and-twenty years, to commence from the date of theſe 
pur letters patent, the ſaid corporation aſſembled for that pur- 

| | poſe, 


province, by the name of Georgia; by which name we will — 


the ſame henceforth to be called, and that all and every per- name of 
ſon and perſons who ſhall at any time hereafter inhabit or Bis. 


GEORGIA CHARTER, 


© poſe, ſhall and may form and prepare laws, ſtatutes and or- 


dinances, fit and neceſſary for and concerning the govern. 
ment of the ſaid colony, and not repugnant to the laws and 
ſtatutes of England; and the fame ſhall and may preſent 
under their common feel to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
our or their privy-council, for our or their approbation or 
diſallowance; and the ſaid laws, ftatutes and ordinances, 
being approved by us, our heirs and ſucceſlors, in our or 
their privy-council, ſhall from thenceforth be in full force 
and virtue, within our ſaid province of Georgia, And for- 
aſmuch as the good and proſperous ſucceſs of the ſaid colony 
cannot but chiefly depend, next under the blefling of God, 
and the ſupport of our royal authority, upon the provident 
and good direction of the whole enterprize, and that it will 
be too great a burthen upon all the members of the ſaid cor- 
poration to be convened ſo often as may be requiſite to hold 
meetings for the ſettling, ſupporting, ordering, and maintain- 
ing ſuch colony; therefore we do will, ordain, and eſtabliſh, 
that the ſaid common council, for the time being, of the 
faid corporation, being aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the ma- 
jor part of them, ſhall, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, have full power and authority to diſpoſe of, expead, 
and apply all the monies and effects belonging to the ſaid cor- 
poration, in ſuch manner and ways, and in ach expences as 
they ſhall think beſt to conduce to the carrying on and ef- 
fecting the good purpoſes herein mentioned and intended; 


and alſo fſhal] have full power, in the name and on the ac- 


count of the ſaid corporation, and with and under their com- 
mon ſeal, to enter into any covenants and contracts for 
carrying on and effecting the purpoſes aforeſaid. And 
our further will and pleaſure is, that the ſaid common coun- 
cil for the time being, or the major part of ſuch of the 
ſaid common council, which ſhall be preſent and aſſembled 
for that purpoſe, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
ſhall and may nominate, conſtitute, and appoint, a treaſurer 
or treaſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries, and ſuch other officers, 
miniſters, and ſervants of the ſaid corporation, as to them, 
or the major part of ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent, ſhall 
ſeem proper or requiſite for the good management of their af- 
fairs, and at their will and pleaſure to diſplace, remove, and put 
out ſuch treaſurer or treaſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries, and all 


' ſuch other officers, miniſters, or ſervants, as often as they 


ſhall think fit ſo to do, and others in the room, office, place, 


or ſtead of him or them ſo diſplaced, removed, or put out, 
to nominate, conſtitute, and appoint; and ſhall. and may 


determine 
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determine and appoint ſuch reaſonable ſalaries, perquiſites, - 
or other rewards, for the labour or ſervices of ſuch officers, 
ſervants and perſons, as to the ſaid common council ſhall 

ſeem meet; and all ſuch officers ſhall, before they act in 

their reſpective offices, take an oath, to be to them admi- 
niſtered by the chairman for the time being of the ſaid com- 

mon council of the ſaid corporation, who is hereby autho- 

rized to adminiſter the ſame, for the faithful and due execu- 

tion of their reſpective offices and places. And our will and 
pleaſure is, that all and every perſon and perſops, who ſhall 

from time to time be choſen or appointed treaſurer or trea- 

ſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries of the ſaid corporation, in 
manner herein before directed, ſhall, during ſuch time as 

they ſhall ſerve in the ſaid offices refgeRively, be incapable 

of bein a member of the ſaid corporation. And we do fur- 

ther, of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 

tion, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant by theſe pre- 

ſents to the ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors, that it ſhall 

be Jawful for them, and their officers or agents, at all times 
hereafter, to tranſport and convey. out of our realm of Great 

Britain, or any other our dominions, into the ſaid province | 
of Georgia, to be there ſettled, all ſuch and ſo many of our 
loving ſubjects, or any foreigners that are willing to become 
our (obj s, and live under our allegiance in the. ſaid colo- 
ny, as ſhall willingly go to inhabit and reſide there, with 
ſufficient ſhipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, 
powder, ſhot, victuals, and ſuch merchandize or wares as 

are efteemed by the wild 11 7 in thoſe parts, ,cloathing, 
implements, furniture, cattle, horſes, mares, and. all other 

things neceſſary for the ſaid colony, and for their uſe and 
defence, and trade with the people there, and in paſſing * 
and returning to and from the ſame. Alſo we do, for us, General 
dur heirs and ſucceſſors, declare by theſe preſents, that all nisation of 
and every the perſons, which ſhall happen to be born within hey 
the ſaid province, and every of their children and poſterity, de bor in 
ſhallhave and enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and immunities that ro- 
of free denizens, and natural-born ſubjects, within any of . 

our dominſons, to all intents and purpoſes, as if they had 

been abiding and born within this our kingdom of Great 


Britain, or any other of out dominions. And for the Liberty of 


eaſe” and” encouragement of our loving ſubjects, and ſuch conſcience 


others as hal] come to inhabit in our ſaid cofony, we do, by ri er 


theſe prefents,' for us, our heirs and ſucceflors, grant, eſta- their 


bliſh and ordain, that for ever hereafter there ſhall” de à li- on' to al” 
derty of conſcience allowed in the worſhip of God,'to al] per- e R. 
bons inhabiting, or which ſhall -— whe de reſident within'yins, 
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#thority; for and during che term of öne-and-twenty years 
ts coat -fice am the dite of theſe our Jett Ent, fo 
erect and cmſtitute judicatures and courts of record, gr other 


crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the 75 pleas 


makin: 


full power and N from time to time to adminifter 
0 


province 


2 and ſhall yearly ſend or tranſmit; or cauſe to be be regitter- 
| ively 
tor of the plantations for the time being, or fis 
of One, 
h Carolina; to whom we do hereby 


2 ſettlements, and improvements reſſ 
onto the zudh 


& and ſurvey ſuch of the'ſai 


| demiſed, granted, and ſettled. 
as afbreſuſd; which aid ſurvey and inſpetion we do hereby 


declare to be intended to aſcertain the quit rents which ſha 
froth time to tinte become due to us, gur Heirs and ſyccellors, 
cone 60 the reſervation herein before mentioned, and for 
o other puffoſ® iehkiſbever ; Betcby for da, vat. Fe and 
ſucceſſbfs, ſtricti injoinirlg and commanding that yeither. 
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ring our higheſt diſpleaſure. Provided always, and our fur. 


ther will and pleaſure is, that all leaſes, grants, and con- 

to be made Wo or in the name of the ſaid corpora- 
tion, of any lands within the ſaid province, or 2 memorial 
containing the ſubſtance and effect thereof, ſhall be regiſter- 
ed with the auditor of the plantations of us, our heirs or 
ſucceſſors, within the ſpace of one year to be computed from 


the date thereof, otherwiſe the ſame ſhall be void. And our 


further will and pleaſure is, that the rents, ifſues, and all 
other profits, which ſhall at any time hereafter come to the 
ſaid corporation, iſſuing or ariſing out or from the ſaid pro- 
vince, or out of or from any part or parcel of the ſame, ſhall, 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, be laid out and 
applied in ſuch expences, and in ſuch manner, as the ſaid 
common council of the ſaid corporation, or the major part of 
ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent at any meeting for that pur- 


poſe aſſembled, ſhall think will moft improve and enlarge 


the faid colony, and beſt anſwer the purpoſes herein 
before mentioned, and for defraying all other charges about 
the ſame. And our will and pleaſure is, that the ſaid corpo- 
ration, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall, from time to time, give 
unto one of the principal ſecretaries of ſtate, and to the com- 
miſſioners of trade and plantations, accounts of the progreſs 
of the ſaid colony. And our will and pleaſure is, that no 
act done at any meeting of the ſaid common council of the 
faid corporation Hall effectual and valid, unleſs eight 


members at leaſt of the ſaid common council, including the 


member who ſhall ſerve as chairman at the ſaid meeting, be 
preſent, and the major part of them conſenting - thereunto. 
And our will and pleaſure is, that the common council of 
the ſaĩd corporation, for the time being, or the major part 

embled for that pur- 
e, ſhall, from time to time, for, during, and until the 


full end and expiration of twenty-one years, to commence 
from the date of theſe our letters patent, have full power 


and authority to nominate, make, conſtitute, commiſſion, 
ordain, and appoint, by ſuch name or names, ſtyle or ſtyles, 
as to them ſhall ſeem meet and fitting, all and fingular ſuch 
governors, judges, magiſtrates, miniſters, and officers, civil 
and, military, both by fea and land, within the ſaid diſtrict, 
as ſhall by them be thought fit and needful to be made or 
uſed for the government of the ſaid colony (fave always and 
except fuch officers only as ſhall by us, our heirs and. ſuc - 
5 tured and appointed. for, 


ceflors; be from time to time confi 


the -managin n 1 . toe. revenues @, 


C97 


7 5 3 +6} * , — 4 
to time, "ariſe within the ſaid province of. 
$9959 30 een een OO 2 #5 G x 1 


8 rgia 


— = 
— ws 


um 4 


and the ſame to furni 


GEORGIA CHARTER 40 
Georgia, and become due to us, our heirs and ſucteffors) | 


provided always, and it is our will and pleaſure, that-every + —_ 


vernor of the ſaid province of Georgia, to be appointed by 
the common council. of the ſaid corporation, before he ſhall 
enter upon or execute the ſaid office of governor, ſhall be ap- 
proved by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, and ſhall take ſuch 
oaths, and ſhall qualify himſelf in ſuch manner, in all reſ- 
pets, as any goyernor or commander in chief of any of our 
colonies or plantations in America are by law required to do; 
and ſhall give good and ſufficient ſecurity for obſerving the 
ſeveral acts of pailiament relating to trade and navigation, 
and to obſerve and obey all inſtructions that ſhall be ſent to 
him by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any acting under our 
or their authority, purſuant to the ſaid acts, or any of them. 
And we do by theſe preſents, for us, our heics or ſucceſſors, 
will, grant, and ordain, that the ſaid corporation, and their 
ſucceſſors, ſhall have full power, for and during, and until 
the full end and term of one- and-twenty years, to commence | 
from the date of-theſe our letters patents, by any comman- 3 
der, or other officer or officers, by them for that purpoſe, | | 
from time to time, appoint to train, inſtru, exerciſe, and, + 
govern a militia for the ſpecial defence and ſafety of our ſaid | 
colony, to aflemble in martial array, and put in wartike *+ {; 
poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, and to lead and 
conduct them, and with them to encounter, expulſe, repel, ” 
reſiſt, and purſye, by force of arms, as well by ſea as b 
land, within, or without the limits of our ſaid colony, and BY | 
alſo, to kill, flay, deſtroy, and conquer, by all fitting ways 
enterprizes and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon” 
and perſons as ſhall at any time hereafter, in an hoſtile mans 
ner, attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, detri- 
ment, or annoyance of our ſaid colony ; and to uſe and ex- 
erciſe the law martial in time of actual war, invaſion, or re- 
bellion, in ſuch caſes where, by the law, the ſame. may; be 
uſed or exerciſed ;, and alſo; from time to time, to erect 
forts, and fortify any place or places within our ſaid colony, 

th with all neceſſary ammunition, pto- 

viſion, and ſtores of war, for offence and defence; and to 
commit, from time to time, the cuſtody and government of 
the ſame; to ſuch perſon or perſons] a6 to them ſhall ſerm | 
meet. and, the faid forts and. fortifications to. demoliſh at heit 
pleaſure ;\ and to take and ſurpriſe, by All ways and means 
whatſoever, all and gvery ſuch. gerſon ot perſons, with their 
ſhips, arms,, ammunition,” and other” goods, 88, ſhall-in: an; 1 
hoſtile manner invade, or attempt the invading, conquering 
or annoying of out ſaid colony. And our w age pleafure 
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chief Ebthact of the tnilitia of ot? ſald provitice heteby 
and effiblified ; and that ſuch fnflittu Ibafl obſerve 
al ders wid divedtioris that ſhall from time to time bt 
of i them by the fad poverrior of cominrander fa 
F y ming in theſe 1 before contained to the 
ereof, in arty wiſe, notwirkſtanding. And of but 
gruce, 6cftarn kno e, and tere motion, we have 
given and prantee, arid by theſe preſents, for us, out heirs 
_ and ſucceſtors, do give and grant, utito the ſai corporation, 
and theie fuecefiors, fult power aid authority to — and 
export-oheis poods, at and from aty port or ports that full 
de appointed by 08, our heirs of ſuccefiors, Within the faid 
provinte'of Georgia, for that purpoſe, withour being . 
ed to wach at any other” port im Carohna. And we do y 
 thoſs preſents, for as, our Beirs and futceſſors, will an 
e, that from and after the determination of the ſaid 
ere of one. and-riwerity years, ſueh fofm of government and 
wer goverbing and ordering the faid province of Georgia, 
ad the intiabirancs thereof, ſhi be eſtablfmed and obferved 
in the ſume, as we, bur Hers or ſucceſſors, (half hereafter 
ceable to law); and that 
chi ſaid tem of one-and- 
7 years, the governor” of our ſaid provinet of Georgia, 
| officers; civil and nilifaty; within che fame, ſhall, 
„time ts time; bs nominsted, conffituted, arid appoint- 
ed by os dur Reis and fucceſſors. And laffly, we do here- 
by for us, our Heirs and ſueceffors; grant unto' the fald cor- 
poration, art their ſucedffors, that theſe out Tettets patents 
or the intonient or exerfiphfltativir thereof, fixf1 be in and 
u Al ching goed, firm, valid, ſufficient, atid effeial in! 
the tiw, 'aecottling' to tie true intent aft treaning thereof, 
aud ſhalt be tuen conftratd, and adfudged in all our cburtz, 
and elſewirre;- ih ths moſt vburabfe aid penefiria! ſenſe, 
' aud forthe beſt advaiifigpe of ther fad corporation, and their 
ſacexſdiny; avy/omiflion,  inpeffe@ionh;' defect, matter, Caufe' 
on daug wharſwrver, tv the entrüry in any he netewich- 
ng I wetnels Whettf} we aye cried hefe our let. 
ters to d made patents. wwieneſt ourſelf at Weſtünfter, 
the While Furey i the AH year of 'ouF teig. 
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